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TO THE - 
RIGHT HONOURABLE | 


The Earl of COR KE. 


My LORD; 


T is uſual in churches, when an or- 
gan, an altar-piece, or ſome- other 
valuable ornament, is given by the 
bounty of any particular perſon, to 
{et forth in very conſpicuous characters 
the name ofthe benefactor. In imita- 
tion of this cuſtom, I take the liberty 
of prefixing your Lordſhip's name to 
a volume of the WoRLD, that I may 
ſignify to the public by WT bounty 
it has been ornamented. a 
But your Lordſhip is not the only 
one of your family to whom the 
7 A2 WorLD 
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WoRLD has been indebted ; and it is 
with great pleaſure that I embrace this 


occaſion of making my acknowledg- 
ments to the EARL OF Cokkx, as it 
gives me an opportunity at the ſame 
time of confeſſing my obligations to 


Mr BoyLE. 


1 will not offend your Lordſhip 
with the common flattery of dedica- 
tions, having always obſerved, that 
praiſe is leaſt pleaſing where it is moſt 
due: a conſideration that obliges me 
to add no more, than that I am, 


My LorD, 
Your Lok DSHIP' T obliged, 
moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient 


Servant, 


ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 


e 


SoAMR JEnYNs, Eſq; 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations. 


SIR, 


O promote the circulation of 
theſe ſmall volumes, by limit 
ing their number to no more than fix, 
it was thought adviſeable to put a ſtop 
to the paper of the WoRLD, at a time 
when the demand for it greatly ex- 
ceeded my expectation, and while it 
was the only. faſhionable vehicle, in 
which men of rank and genius choſe 
to-convey their ſentiments to the pub- 
A 3 na. 
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lic. To extend this circulation (for I 


confeſs myſelf a very ſelf-intereſted 
perfon) I have ſeparately addreſſed the 
firſt five volumes to thoſe of my cor- 
reſpondents whoſe pieces are the moſt 
numerous, and whoſe names and cha- 
racters do me the greateſt honour, It 
will not therefore, I hope, diſpleaſe 


| you, if among theſe favourite names 
you happen to diſcover your own; it 


being impoſſible for me to ſay any 


thing more to the advantage of this 


work, than that many of the eſſays in 
it were written by Mr JENYNs. 


Tam, SIR, 
Your moſt obliged, 
and moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 


ADAM FITZ=-ADAM, 


TO 


MA MOORE. 


Dear SIR, 
N the liſt of thoſe whom I am 
proud to call my aſſiſtants in this 
work, and to the principal of whom, 
as far as they are come to my know- 
ledge, I have dedicated the former vo- 
lames of it, to have omitted you, my 
beſt and Gincereſt friend, would have 
been ſtrange, and unpardonable. It 
would have been ſtrange, as you are 
ſenſible how high a regard I have al- 
ways paid to whatever came from 
your hand ; and unpardonable, as I 
am convinced you never {at down to 


write me a paper but from motives 
d * ; 
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of pure love and aſſection. It is true, and 
I ſcorn to flatter even in a dedication, FE 
have not always regarded your papers. 
with that degree of admiration which 
ſome other of my correſpondents com- 
manded ſrom me; yet ſo partial have I 


been to your talents and abilities, that 
 youmult own I have never, through the 


whole courſe of the work, refuſed any 
one of your lucubrations; inſomuch 
that I greatly fear my readers may 
now-and-then have reaſon to reproach 
me with having ſuffered my friendſhip 


to blind my judgment. 


But let Malice and' Envy ſay their 
pleaſure, I ſhall always acknowledge 
with gratitude the favour of your aſ- 
ſiſtance in the long contention I have 
had with the vices and follies of the 
world ; and that it was frequently ow- 


me 
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ing to your ironical ſmile, that T have 
been enabled to raiſe the laugh of rail- 
lery in favour of virtue and good man- 
ners. I confeſs indeed, and you will 
not be angry that to yourſelf I avow it, 
the immortality I have reaſon to hope 

for ariſes from the conjunction of ma- 
ny higher names than yours, which 1 
have had the honour to affociate with 
me in this favour'd undertaking. And 
here I feel my vanity ſtruggling to get 
looſe, and indulge itfelf in the pleaſing 
theme. The name of FitTzZ-ADAM 
{hall be carried down to lateſt poſte- 
rity with thoſe of his age, the moſt ad_ 
mired for their genius, their learning, 
their wit and humour. But I check my- 
lelf,—I dare not engage in the taſk of 
laying what ought to be ſaid on this 
occalion, and therefore beg leave to 


hide my inability in ſilence. 
You 


% 


DEDICATION. 

You will pardon, Sir, this ſhort di- 
greſſion, though not made in your fa- 
your; and be aſſured, notwithſtanding 
all I have ſaid, and whatever I may 
think of you as a writer, as a man 1 
bear you a true affeQion, take a very 
intereſted part in all your concerns, 
and ſhould you ever meet with that 
reward from the public, which I think 
your merits have long deſerved, I hope 
you are ſatisfied that no one will more 
truly rejoice .in your good fortune 
than, | 


Dear 5 1R, 
Your moſt affectionate friend, 


end humble ſervant, 


ADAM FITZ-ADAM; 
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O * can ſcarce paſs an hour in any com- 
pany, without hearing it frequently aſ- 
ſerted, that the preſent generation of ſer- 
vants in this country are the proudeſt, and the 
lazieſt, the moſt profligate, inſolent, and extra- 
vagant ſet of mortals any where to be found on 
the face of the globe: to which indiſputable truth 
I always readily give my aſſent, with but one 
ſingle exception, which is that of their maſters 
and ladies. Now, though by this exception I 
have incurred the contemptuous ſmiles of many 
a wiſe face, and the indignant frowns of many a 
pretty one, yet I ſhall here venture to ſhew that 
the pride and lazineſs of our ſervants, from 
whence their profligacy, inſolence, and extrava- 
gance muſt unavoidably proceed, are entirely 
owing, not only to our example, but to our cul- 
tivation, and are but the natural productions of 
the ſame imperfections in ourſelves. 

In the firſt place then, pride has put it into our 
heads, that it is moſt honourable to be waited on 
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by gentlemen and ladies; and all, who are really 
ſuch by birth or education, having alſo too much 
of the ſame pride, however neceſſitous, to ſubmit 
to any ſervitude, however eaſy, we are obliged to 
take the loweſt of the people, and convert them 
by our own ingenuity into the genteel rſonages 
we think proper ſhould attend us. Hence our 


very footmen are adorned with gold and ſilver, 


with bags, toupees, and ruffles: the valet de 


chambre cannot be diſtinguiſhed from his mafter, 


but by being better dreſt; and Joan, who uſed to 
be but es goad at my lady in the dark, is now by 
no means her inferior in the day-light. In great 
families I have frequently intreated the maitre 
& beta to go before me, and have pulled a chair 
for the butler, imagining them to. be part, and 
not the leaſt genteel part of the company. Their 
diverſions too are no leſs polite than their ap- 
pearance ; in the country they are ſportſmen, in 
town they frequent plays, operas, and taverns, 
and at home have their routs and their gaming- 


But left thus exalting our ſervants to an equa- 
lity with ourſelves ſhould not ſufficiently aug- 
ment their pride, and deſtroy all ſubordination, 
we take another method more effectually to com- 
plete the work, which is, debaſing ourſelves to 
their meannefs by a ridiculous imitation of their 
dreſſes and occupations. Hence were derived the 
flapped hat, and cropped hair, the green frock, 
the long ſtaff, and buckſkin breeches : hence, 
among the ladies, the round-eared cap, the ſtuff 
night-gown, white apron, and black leather ſhoe : 
and herice many perſons of the higheſt rank 


daily employ themſelves in riding matches, driv- 
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ving coaches, or in running before chem, in or- 
der to convince their domeſtics how greatly they 
are inferior to them in the execution of theſe ho- 
nourable offices. Since then we make uſe of ſo 
tauch art to corrupt our ſervants, have we reaſon 
to be angry with their concurrence? Since we 
take ſo muth pains to inform them of their ſu- 
periority, and our weakneſs, can we be ſurprized 
_taat they deſpiſe us, or be diſpleaſed with their 
inſolence and impertinence7 | 
As the pride of ſervants thus procetds Horn 
the pride, ſo does tlieir lazineſs from the lazi- 
refs of their maſters: and indeed, if there is any 
- charaCteriſtic peculiar to the young people of 
_ faſhion-of the preſent age, it is their lazineſs, or 
an extreme unwillingnels to attend to any thing, 


tet can give-thern the leaſt trouble or diſquie- | 


tude z without any degree of which they would 
fain enjoy all the luxuries of kfe, in contradic- - 
tion to the diſpoſitions of providence, and: the 
nature of things.” They would have great eſtates 
without any management, great expences with 
gut any acegunts, and great families without 
any diſcipline or œcoomy: in thort, they are 
fit only to be inhabitants of Lubberland, where, 
s the child's geography in forins us, men ly up- 
on their backs with their mouths open, and it 
rains fat p'gs ready roaſted. From this princi- 
je, when the pride they have infuſed into their 
ſervants has produced a proportionabie degree of 
lazineſe, their own lazinefs! is too prevaleut to 
ſuffer them to ſtruggle with that of their ſer- 
wants; and they rather chuſe that all buſineſs 
ſhould be neglected, than to enforce the perfor- 
ance of it; and to Swe aß all authority, rather 
Vol. IEC“ - > ts. 
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than take the pains to ſupport it: from whence 
it happens, that in great and noble families, 
where the domeſtics are very numerous, they 
will not ſo much as wait upon themſelves; and 
was it not for the friendly aſſiſtance of chair» 
women, porters, chairmen and ſhoe-blacks, pro- 
cured by a generous diſtribution of - coals, can- 
dles, and proviſions, the common offices of life 
could never be executed. In ſuch it is often as 
difficult to procure conveniencits, as in a deſart 
ifland ; and one frequently wants neceſſaries in 
the midſt of profuſeneſs and extravagance. In 
ſuch families I have ſometimes . been ſhut up 

in the cold room, and interdicted from the uſe: of. 
- fixe and water for half a day; and, though du- 
ring my impriſonment I have ſeen numberleſs 
ſervants continually paſſing by, the utmoſt I 
could procure of them was, that they would 
ſend ſomebody to relieve my neceſſities, which 
they never performed. In ſuch I have ſeen, 
when a favourite dog has diſcharged a too plen- 
tiful-dinner in the drawing · room, at the frequent 
ringing of the bell numerous attendants make 
their appearance, all intreated to depute ſome 
one to remove the nuſance with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition, but no one hos been found in ſuch a 
houſe mean enongh to undertake ſuch an em- 
ployment z and ſo it has lain ſmoaking under 
| the noſes of the illuſtrious company during the 
whole evening. | 
I could produce ee inſtances, mi- 
nute indeed and unobſerved, but well worthy 
obſer vation, of the encroachments of our ſer- 
vants on our eaſineſs and indolence, in the in- 
troduction of moſt of the faſhi ons that have pre- 
ä vailed 
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prevailed for ſeveral years paſt, in our equipages* 
and domeſtic oxconomy ; all which are entirely” - 
calculated for their pleaſure, eaſe, or advantage, 
in direct contradiction to our own. To mention 
but a few: our coaches are made uneaſy, but 
light, that they may whitl us along with the ut 
moſt rapidity, for their own amuſement, Glaſſes 
before are laid aſide, and we are immured in the 
dark, that the coachman may no longer be un- 
der our inſpection, but be drunk or aſleep 
without any obſervatiom Family liveries are 
diſcarded, becauſe badges of ſervility,- uhich 
might give information to whom their wearers 
belonged, and to whom complaints might be 
addreſſed for their etiormities. By their care- 
leſſeneſs and idleneſs they have obliged us to hire 
all our horſes, and ſo have got rid of the labour 
of looking after them. By their impoſitions on 
the road they have forced us into poſt-chailes, by © 
which means they are at liberty to travel bỹ 
themſelves as it beſt* ſuits their o eaſe and 
convenience. By their imper tinence, which we 
have not patience to endure, nor reſolution to: 
redreſs, they have reduced ns to dumb-waiters,. 
that is, to wait upon ourſelves ; by which means | 
they have-ſhaken off the trouble and condeſcen- 
ſion of attending us? By their profuſion and 
miſmanagement in houſe-keeping, they have 
compelled us to allow then board-wag 8; by 
which mearts they have obtained a conſtant ex- 
cuſe to loiter at public-houſes, and money in 
their pockets to ſquander there in gaming, 
drunkenneſs and extravagance. The laſt of 
theſe is an evil of ſo gigantic a fize, ſo condu- 
cive to the univerſal corruption of the lower 
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part of this nation, and ſo entirely deſtructive of, 
all, family order, decency and ceconomy, that it 
well deſerves the conſideration of a legiſlature, 
who are not themſelves under the influence of 
their ſervants, and can pay them their ge 
without any inconvenience. 

From what.has been ſaid, it plainly appears, 
that every man in this country, is ill-ſerved in 
proportion to the number and dignity of his ſer- 
vants: the parſon, or the tradeſman, who keeps, 
but two maids and a boy not exceeding twelve, 
years old, is uſually very well waited on; the. 
private gentleman infinitely. worſe ; but perſons. 
of great fortunts or quality, afraid of the idols of. 
their own ſetting up, are neglected, abuſed, and. 
impoveriſhed by their dependents ; the king him- 
ſelf, as is due to bis exalted. ſtatiqn, is more im. 
poled on, and worſe attended, than 8 one . | 
his — | 
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UR I NGithe courſe of theſe my labours,, 
there is nothing that I have applied myſelf. 

to 7 more diligence and attention, or that 
I have hoped for with: greater pleaſure and 
de:ight, than the reformation of the fair ſex. 
Their dreſſing, g2ming, and painting, Lave been. 
from time to time the ſubjects of my animadver- 
ſions, Happy indeed ſhould I have been, if my 
ſucceſs had .borne any proportion to my zeal: 
but as my philoſophy has taught me to bear 
with patience thoſe evils which 1 cannot * 
| mn. 
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Lam contented, under certain limitations, to 
wink at thoſe enormities which I wanted to have 
removed. In regard to dreſs, I conſent that the 
faſhion ſhall continue as it now is; but T enter 
my proteſt "againſt abſolute nakedneſs; for while 
} im conniving at low ſtays and thort petticoats, 
] will permit no lady whatſoever: (as a brother 
eſfayiſt very wittily has it) e make both ends meet. 
I: confent alfo to the preſent faſhion of curling 
the hair, ſo that it may ſtand a month without 
combing z. though I muſt confeſs (and I believe 
moſt buſbands and lovers are of my opinion) 
that think a fortnight or three weeks might be 
a ſufficient time: but I bar my application to 
thoſe foreign artiſts, who advertiſe in the public 
papers that they have the fecret of making up a 
lady's head for a compleat quarter of a ear. As 
to gaming, I permit it to go on as it does, pro- 
vided that the ladies will content themſelves with * 
injuring their huſbands in no other reſpect than 
ruining their fortunes. ' Painting likewiſe I fub- 
mit to; and indeed as cards and late hours have 
ſo totally deſtroyed the natural complexion, it is 
not unreaſonable that a little art thould be in- 
troduced 10 Fogel it. But* to make this art as 
little burtful as poſſible to the health, the breach, 
the teeth, and the {kim of thoſe who practiſe it, 
Ibaveconſulted almoſt every author, both ancient 
and modern, who has written on the ſub- 
ject. The moſt ſatisſactory of theſe is Jo. Paul 
Lomatius, a painter of Milan. His works were 
tranſlated by Richard Haydock of New college, 
Oxford, in the year 1598. In the third book 

of which are the following obſervations, which 
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NES of women. _ 


Having treated of ſo many add divers things, 
I could not but ſay ſomething of ſuch matters 
as women, uſe ordinarily. in beautifying and 


«© embelliſhing their faces; a thing well worth 
the knowledge: inſomuch as many women 


are fo poſſeſſed with a deſire of helping, 
their complexions by ſome artificial means, 
that they will by no means be diſſuaded from 


« Now the things which they uſe are theſe, 
viz, ointments cf. divers forts, powders,..fatts, 
waters, and the like: whereof- Jo. Modo- 
neſe, doctor of phyſic, hath written at large, 
in his book intitled the Ornaments of Women, 
wherein he teacheth the whole order of beau- 
tify ing the face. 


% Now my intent in this treatiſe b is only to- 


«cf 
60 


- 
8 


diſcover the natures of certain things which 
are in daily uſe for this purpoſe ; becauſe it 
often falleth out, that inſtead of beautifying, 
they do moſt vilely disfigure themſelves. The 
reaſon whereof is, becauſe they are igno- 
rant of the nat urs and qualities of the ingre- 


dients. Howbeſt, partly by my 12 
and partly by Modoneſe's book, I hope to- 
content and fatisfy them in all fuch ſort, he 


they ſhall have juſt cauſe to thank us both: 
and in truth, for their ſakes have I ſpecially 
undertaken this pains, by teaching them to 
underſtand the natures of the minerals, ve- 
gables, and animals which are moſt ap- 
plicd to this uſe. So that if any ſhall hence- 

0 forth 
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« forth fall into the inconvenience- aſter dea. 4 


e fied; their own peril be it. And frft, con- 


10 n ſublimate. 


k * 


6 of SUBLIMATR,, and the Kaba ae, 


« 8 women — 5 ſublimate deere pre- 
< pared for, encreaſe of their beauty. Some 
« bray it with quickſilver in a marble mortar - 
«. with a wooden peſtle, and this they call ar-, 

i gentatum: others boyl it in water, and there- 
« with, waſh their "Wy ; ſome. grind it with p- 


„ matum, and ſundry other ways; but this is 


« ſure, that which way ſoe ver. it be uſcd, it is 
« very offenſive to man's fleſh, and that not. 


only to the face, but unto all the other parts of 
_ * the body beſides; for proof. whereef, ſubli- 


mate is called dead fer, becauſe of its malig- 


nant and biting nature: the compoſition- 


« whereof is of. alte, quiclſaluver, and wirioh, di- — 
ſtilled together in a glaſſen vefſel. | 
„This the chirurgions call a corroſwe, be- 


„ caufe if it be put upon man's fleth, it burn- 


2 2 it in a ſhort {pace, mortifyirg the place, 
not without great pain to the patient. Where- 

“ fore fuch women as uſe it about their face, 
% have always black teeth ſtanding far out of 
« their gums like a Spaniſh mule; an offenſive 
«© breath, with a face half ſcorched, and an un- 
« clean complexion : all which proceed from 
e the nature. of ſublimate + fo that ſimple wo- 
«© men, thinking to grow more beautiful, be- 
come dicfigyred, haſtening old age before the 
„time, and giving occaſion to their huſbands 

*I 
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« to ſeek firangers inſtead of —_ wives, wh. 
* divers other iuconveniencies. 
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«The: Ceruſſe, or white lead, which women - 

«* uſe to better their complexion, is made of lead 

| . vinegar, which mixture is naturally a 
Ye t drier; ſo that thoſe women which uſe 
uk about their faces doe quickly become wi- 

ce thered and gray-headed, becauſe this doth fo 
ce e dry up the natural moyſture of their 

| Ade and if any give not credit to my re- 

- A port, let them but obſerve ſuch as have uſed 
4 it, and 1 doubt not but they will” cafily+ be - 

ce W 5 ; 


6 « Of * PLUME ALUME.' 


4 This alume is a kind of ſtone, which ſeem- ; 
* eth as it were made of tow; ind i is of ſo hot. 
and dry a nature, that if you make the wicke 
of a candle therewith; it is thought it will. 
| « burn continually without going out; a very. 
x « - ſtrange, matter, and beyond credit. With this 
c ſome uſe to rub the ſkin off their face, to make. - 
- © it ſeem red by reaſon of the inflammation it. ' 
« *procureth ; but queſtionleſſe it hath divers in- 
% conveniencies, and therefore to be avoided. - 


Of the Juicx of LEMONs.. 


«© Some uſe the juice of lemons about their 


« 9 not * the evil 4 9 
5 tor” 


== 
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for it is fo forcible, that it diflolveth the hard- 
« eſt ſtones into Water, and. there is nothing 
« which ſooner diſſolveth pearl than it. Now 
«. if jt can diſſolve ſtones in-this manner, what | 
ce think yon will it do upon man's fleſh? Where- 


« fore I exhort all women to eſchewe this and. 


«. the like fretting 1 * medicines. 


2. 


. Of: the YL of TARTARIE. . 147% i 

< oF - 

6 There l is no greater fretter and eater-than-. 

«. the oyl of tartarie, which in a very ſhort time - 
** mortifieth a wound, as well as any other 

«. cauſtic or corroſire; and being ſo ſtrong a a 
« fretter, it will take any ſtain or ſpot out of - 

« linen or. woollen cloth: .wherefore. we may 
a caſily. think, that if it be uſed about the Fe, 

« it will work the like effects on the ſame, by 

« ſcorching and hardening it ſo that in many 
days it will not TA, to.the former Late.” 5 


60. Ofahe.nocx: ALGAE.) 


it. Rocke alume doch likewiſe burt . | 
«+ inſomuch as it is a very piercing and drying . 
« mineral, and is uſed in ſtrong water for the 
« diflolving of metals, which water is made only | 
of rocke alume and fal nitrum diſtilled, and is 
found to be of that ſtrength, that one drop 
« thereof being put on the ſkin, burneth, ſhrivel- 
eth, and parcheth it, with divers other incon- 
60 r as er the N Kc. 


— 
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; + ſkinne, an 
d in this the women are very» much nd 


' 4 "=; 
46 of CAMPHIRE.. 


- 00 Camphire is fs hot and drie, that coming 
*. 1 tieere the fier, it ſuddenly taketh 
© fier, and burneth moſt vehemently. This be- 


“ing applied to the face, ſcaldeth it exceedingly, - 


© cauling a great alteration, by Pg of the 
vp procuring a fluthing in the face; 


66 e | 1 1 


4 of all ſuch things as are enemies to 4 Nals 


and burſſul to the complexion. 
60 A thoſ: paintings and embelliſhings which- 


„ ars made with minerals and corroſives, are 
« very dangerous; for being. laid upon the fleſhy. 


3 eſpecially upon the face of a woman, which is 


very tender and delicate by nature (beſides the 
6 3 they doe to the natural beauty) doe 


60 much prejudice the health of the body; for it 
„ is very certain that all paintings and colour- 


made of minerals or half minerals, as 
«© ron, braſs, lead, tina, ſublimate, ceruſſe, cam 
„ phire, juice of lemons, plume alume, ſalt 
0% peeter, vitriol, and all manger of ſaltes, and 
“ ſortes of alumes (as hath bin declared) are 
« very offenſive to the complexion of the face z 
«. wherefore if there be no remedy, but women 
« will be meddling with this arte of poliſhing. 


let them inſteede of thoſe mineral .ſtufes, uſe 


*. the, remedies following: 


EY | ' f | 0 
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«6 Of fuche helpes e as may aſc he uſed 


& without danger. 


/ « There i is nothing in the world which doth J 
-< more beautifie and adorne a woman, than 
% cheerfulneſs and contentment: for it is not 


„the red and white which giveth the gratious 


perfection of beauty, but certain ſparkling + 


notes and touches of amiable cheerfulneſſe ac- 
„ companying the ſame; the trueth whereof 
may appear in a diſcontented woman, other- 


« wile exceeding faire, who at that inſtant will 


«© ſcem yll favoured and unlovely : as contraric- 
s wiſe, an hard-favoured vnd brawne woman, 


« being merry, pleaſant; and Jocund, will ſeem 


9 ſufficiently beautiful, 
„ Secondly, Honeſty : becauſe thouph a wo- 


man be fair and merry, and yet be diſhoneſt, 
4 ſhe muſt needs:frem moſt ougly to an ingenu- f 


« cus and honeſt mind. 
„ Thirdly, Wiſdome: Kr A Fooliſh, vain, 
« pgippling dame cannot be reputed fair, inſo- 


« much as ſhe hath- an impure and polluted. 


% mind. 
„ But hereof, ſuſficient, till a further opportu- 
* nitie be adminiſtered, Mean while, if any be 


deſirgus. to be more fatisfied in this point, I re- 


* ferte them to an oration, or treatiſe of Nazian- 
6 Zen's, concerning this. matter.” 


Thus far Lomatius; and as I 3 not been 


able to procure the treatiſe he refers to, I could 


with with all my, heart that the ladies would lay 
aſide their paint for afew weeks, and make trial 


of his rece'pt.. It would indeed coſt them ſome 


trouble 


* 


, . 
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* 
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trouble, and. may poſlibly require a little altera- 
-tion in their manner- of living: but I will venue 

«to aſſert, that the united toilettes: of a hundred 
women of faſhion eantot furnifh a compoſition 
— e ſo DI, . 


| 85 50. Tonner, 1 5 January 17 50. 


= as I em, wy rurjolity led md the 


5 other night to ſee the new dramatic ſatire, 
called The Apprentice, which, conſidering the 
preſent epidemic mad neſs for theatrical employ- 
n eins raging thr lower ranks of people, 
will J hope be as ſerviceable to cure the Engliſh 
mob of that idle diſorder, as the immortal work 
of Cervantes was to exorciſe from the breaſts of 
he Spaniſhnobility the demon of Enighterrantry. 
The piece is new and entertaining, and has re- 
ceived no incdnfiderable advantages from the 
maſterly per ſormance of a principal comedion, 
who, with a true genius for the ſtage, has very 
naturally repreſented the contemptible inſuffici- 
ency of a pert pretenſion to it. At my return to 
my lodgings, 1 found the ſellowing letter on wy 

Table. Fey 


To 1 rr Aba, 


3811, N 
Among the many benevolent deſigns which 
* adorned the er well. diſpoſed age, I re- 
member to have read one a few years ago, in a 
periodical pamphlet, entitled, © A propofal for 
e ay an _— for decayed authors, which 
| gave 
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gave me, and many other charitable people, 
much ſatisfaction, If the aged, the lame, and the 
blind, are proper objects of compaſſion, how much 
more ſo are thoſe, who (if I may uſe the expreſ- 
ſion) have mutilated their underſtandings by an 
application to an art which incapacitates its pro- 
feflors for all other purſuits! How many ſublime 

nius's have we daily ſeen, who, ſcorning the 
mechanic drudgeries to which they have been 
deſtined by their muck-worm parents, have ſo 
feaſted their minds with Pierian delicacies, as to 
leave their bodies to periſh through nakedneſs 
and hunger ! 5 5 

Having heard that the author of that eſſay 
made an impreffion not only upon thofe who ſhed 
often the tears of pity, but even upon uſurers, at- 
tornies, and ſober tradeſmen, I have ventured, by 
the conveyance of your paper, to lay my thoughts 
before the public, in compaſſion to the diſtreſſes 


_of another order of men, who, in a ſubordinate 


degree, are connected with the ſublime race of 
authors, and, as retainers to the mules, claim 
mine and your aſſiſtance. The perſons I mean 
are ſuch as, either from the want of ambition or 
capacity, are prevented from ſoaring high enough 
to oblige mankind with their own conceptions, 
and yet having a taſte or inclination above hand- 
ling a yard, or engroſſing parchment, entertain 
and inſtru& the reſt of their ſpecies by retailing 
the thoughts of others, and animating their own 
carcaſes with the ever- living ſentiments of he- 
roes, heroines, wits, and legiſlators. Theſe gen- 
tlemen and ladies, whilſt they are reſident in 
London, are called in plain Engliſh, Acronxs; 
but when they condeſcend to exhibit their illnſ- 

Vor. IV. . 1 tric us 
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trious perſonages in the country, the common 
people diſtinguiſh them by the name of sTAGE- 
PLAYERS, the rural gentry by the uncivil appel- 
lation of STROLLERS, and a more unmanneriy 
act of parliament by the names of VAGRANTS 
and VAGABONDS. Such, Sir, is the preſent ill- 
bred dialect of our common ſtatute law. 

1 muſt confeſs it has grieved me not a little, 
when I have bcheld a theatrical veteran, who has 
ſerved all the campaign, of Alexander, Julius 
Cæſar, and Henry the Fifth, caſt off by crucl 
fate, or the caprice of a manager, and con- 
demned (in the tragic words of a celebrated poet) 


— — to beg his bitter bread 
Through realms his valour ſav'd : 


But judge, Mr Fitz-Adam, what muſt have been 
my anxiety, when I have heard that a truly 
chriſtian actor (which is no ſmall miracle in our 
days) who has inoffenſive!y trod the ſtage many 
years without ever moleſting our paſſions, or 
breaking the comma dment by repr-ſenting the 
likeneſs of any thing upon the earth, ſhould be diſ- 


carded merely upon the account of this his quiet 


deportment, and ſent to eat the unmuſe-like 
bread of induſtry, behind the ertrenchment of a 
counter! Shall a man, born with a ſoul aſpiring 
to imitate the rapine of a Bajazet, or a woman 
with a heart burning to emulate the whoredoms 
of a Cleopatra, be ſent, the one to weigh out 
fugar and ſpices to dirty mechanics, and the other 


to be cruelly fettered in the bunds of matrimony, 


among a phleg matic race of creatures, where 
chaſtity is reckoned a virtue? Iudeed, Sir, when 


you 
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you come ſeriouſly to think of theſe things, I dare 
ſay you will lament with me, that in all this hoſ- 
pital- erecting town there is no charitable aſylum 
yet ſounded for theſe unfortunate repreſentatives 
of the greateſt perſonages that ever trod the 
ſtage of earth, 

We are told by Hamlet, that it is not impoſ- 
ſible to trace Alexander's carcaſe, after his world- 
conquering ſpirit had left it, to the ſtopping of a 
bung-hcle : but methinks it would not be decent 
for ſo civilized a nation as our own, to ſuffer any 
living hero to be ſo reduced by fortune, a» to ſtop 
that place which the dead Macedonian monarch 
was Eppoſed to perform the office of clay to. In 
plain Engliſh, would it not be ſhocking to ſee a 
fine pe rriwig-pated emperor, whom we have be- 
he d aſcend the Capitol as Julius Cæſar, degraded 
to fill ſmall-beer barrels at Hockly in the Hoie ?- 


To what baſe uſes may wa turn? 


But that ſuch heart-breaking anticipations may 
not weigh upon the ſpirits of theſe theatrical ge- 
nius's, while they are bringing the ſtately perſon- 
ages of antiquity before our eyes; and that our 
Pyrrhuſes, Jamerlanes, and Marc Antonics 
even though itinerant, may nat ſneak into the 
ſh-cpiſh look of tailors, by foreboding that the 
cruel] lot of fate may ere long deſtine thoſe legs, 
which are now adorned with the regal buſkin, to 
croſs one another again upon an obſcure ſhop- 
board in a garret ; I ſay, that we may drive mi- 
ſery from the minds of theſe worthies, when ſhe- 
puts on ſuch horrid ſhapes, I would propoſe to 
the nobility and gentry of this metropolis a ſub- 

C 2 ſcription 
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ſcription for raiſing an hoſpital for decayed actors 
and actreſſes, that our performers may conſtantly 
be cheriſhed with the aſſurance that 'meagre 
want thall never grin at their royal heels, and 
that whenever age, accident, or the caprice of the 
town deprives thoſe of their heroic callings, who 
fortunately haye eſcaped violent deaths (for theſe 
repreſcntatives of heroes are ſon:etimes known 
$0 unitate their originals, and, as the poet ſings, 


— = — — ere nature bids them die, 


Fate takes thim early to the pitying y. 


they will be ſupported whilſt alive; and, wher: 
the fifters three ſhall flit the fatal thread, they may 
be enabled to make an exit as they have lived, 
in mimetic grandeur, and have the inſignia of 
their honours carried before them to the grave's 
lightlefs manſion. 

If I find the generality of your readers are in- 
clined to encourage this uſeful charity, I will take 
the liberty to offer to them a plan for the build- 
ing ſuch an hoſpital, a ſcheme for the raiſing a 
fund for its ſupport, to point out what qualifica- 
tions are neceſſary to intitle a candidate to a 
place in it, and, laſt of all, to recapitulate the 
many advantages that muſt neceſſarily be derived 
to ſo iety from ſo laudable an undertaking. 

But that no weil-diſpoſed perſons may be in- 
fluenced by the uncharitable infinuation that I 
have ſome ſelfiſh views in the erecting this hoſpi- 
tal, I think it abſolutely neceſſary to declare, 
that I am neither an unemployed phyſician, an 
un practiſed ſurgeon, nor a drugleſs apothecary 


nor do I any other way expect either emolument 
or 
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or pleaſure from the inſtitution, than in that 
ſweeteſt of ſenſations which the heart feels in 
having contributed to the relief of others, which 
alwazs riſes in proportion to the object. What 
then, and how great muſt be mine, to have con- 
triouted to the comfort of ſo illuſtrious a race of 
worthies! 7 
1 am, with very ſincere eſteem, 
SIR, - 
Your moſt humble faithful __— 
A. Z. 


NUMBER 160. THoRS DAV, 22 Jan. 1756. 
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To Mr Frrz-Apax. 


1 THINK, Sir, more than three years are 
paſt, ſince you began to beſtow your labours 
an the reformation of the follies of the age. You 
have more than once hinted at the great ſucceſs 
that has attended your ende vours; but ſurely, 
Mr Fitz-Adam, you deceive yourſelf. Which 
o your papers has effectuated any real amend= 
ment? Have fewer fools gone. to, or returned 
from France, ſince you coinmenced author? or 
have lever French follies been purchaſed or pro- 
pagated by thoſe who never were in France? Do 
no. women, drefi-d French, ſtill iſſue from houſes 
dreſſed Chineſe, to theatres dreſſed Italian, in 
ſpite of your grave admonitions ? Do the young 
men wear luis clar«t, or the beauties leſs rouge, 
in obedience to your lectures? Do men of fashion, 
who ulcd to fling for a thouſand pounds a throw, 

C3 now 
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now caſt only for five hundred ? or if they thould, 
do you impute it to your credit with 'them, or 
to their want of credit? I do not mean, Sir, to 
depreciate the merit of your lucubrations : in 
point of effect, I believe they have operated as 


great reformation as the diſcourſes of the divine 


Socrates, or the ſermons of the affecting Tillotſon. 
I really believe you would have corrected that 
young Athenian marquis Alcibiades, as ſoon as 
his philoſophic preceptor. What I would urge 
is, that all the preachers in the world, whether 


Jocoſe, ſatyric, ſevere, or damnatory, will never 


be able to bring about a reformation of manners, 
by the mere-charms of their eloquence or exhor- 
tation, You cannot imagine, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
how much edge it would give to your wit to be 
backed by a little temporal authority. We may 
in vain regret the ſimplicity of manners of our 
anceſtors, while there are no ſumptuary laws to 
reſtrain luxury, no eccleſiaſtical cenſures to caſti- 
gate vice. I ſhall offer to your readers an in- 
ſtance or two, to elucidate the monſtrous diſpro- 

rtion between our riches and extravagance, and 


the frugality of former times; and then produce 


one of the wholeſome cenſures and penalties, 
which the elders of the church were empowered 
to impoſe on perſons of the firſt rank, who contra» 
ven'd the eftablifh'd rules of ſobriety and decorum. 
How would our progenitors have been aſto- 
niſhed at reading the very firſt article in the late 
will of a grocer! Fmprimis, I give to my dear 
wife one hundred thouſand pounds. A ſum ex» 
ceeding a benevolence, or two ſubſidies, ſome 
ages ago. Nor was this enormous legacy half 
the perſonal cſtate of the above-mentioned tradeſ- 
man, 
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man, on whom I am far from defigning to re- 
flect: he raiſed his fortune honeſtly and induſtri- 
ouſly: but I hope ſome future antiquarian, 
ſtruck with the prodigality of the times, will 
compute how much ſugar and plumbs have been 
waſted weekly in one inconſiderable pariſh in 
London, or even in one or two ſtreets in that 
pariſh, before a ſingle ſhop-keeper coul have 
raiſed four hundred thouſand pounds by retailing 
thoſe and fuch-like commodities. Now let us 
turn our eyes back to che year 1385, and we 
ſhall find no lefs a perſon than the incomparable 
and virtuous lady Joan, princeſs dowager of 
Wales, by her laſt will and teſtament bequeach- 
ing the following ſimple moveables; and we may 
well believe they were the moſt valuable of her 
poſſeſſions, as ſhe divided them between her ſon 
the king, and her other children. To her fon 
king Richard, ſhe gave her new bed of red vel- 
vet, embroidered with oſtrich feathers of filver, 
and heads of leopards of gold, with boughs and 


leaves proceeding from their mouths. Alſo to her- 


fon Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red camak, 


none with red, and rays of gold; and to John 


olland, her other ſon, one bed of red camak. 
Theſe particulars are fait fully copied from Dug- 
dale, vol. 2. p. 94, an inſtance of ſimplicity and 
moderation in ſo great and illuſtri-us a princeſs, 
which I fear T ſhould in vain recommend to m 
cotemporaries, and which is only likely to be im- 
itated, as all her other virtues are, by the true 
repr-ſentative of her fortune and excellence. 

I come now, Sir, to thoſe proper checks upon 
licentiouſneſs, which, though calculated to ſerve 
dhe views of a popiſh clergy, were undoubtedly 

great 
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great reſtraints upon immorality and indecency, 
and we may lament that ſuch ſober inſtitutions 
were aboliſhed with the real abuſes of popery. 
Our eccleſiaſtic ſuperiors had power to lay ſuch 
fines and mulCts upon wantonneſs, as might raiſe 
a revenue to the church and poor, and at the 


ſame time leave the lord iy tranſgriffors at liberty 


to enjoy their darling foibles, if they would but. 
pay for them. Adultery, fornication, drunken- 
neſs, and the other amuſements of people of ſa- 
ſhion, it would have been in vain to ſubj ct to 
corporal puniſhments. Lo ridicule thoſc vices, 
and laugh them out cf date by Tatlers, Spectators, 
and Worlds, was not the talent of monks and 
confeſſors, who at beſt only knew how to wrap 
up very coarſe terms in very bald Latin and jing- 
ling verſes. The clergy ſteered a third courſe, 
and aflumed a province, which I could wiſh, 
Mr Fitz-Adam, was a little connected with 
your cenſorial authority. If you had power to 
oblige your fair readers and offenders to do pe- 
nance in clean linen, for ai\moſt wearing no linen 
at all, I believe it would be an excellent ſupple- 
ment to your paper of May the 21th. 1753. 'the 
wiſeſt exerciſe that I mect recorded of thus power 
of infl cting penance, is mentioned by the ſame 
grave author, from whom I copicd the will 
above-mentioned : it happened in tie year 1360, 
in the caſe of a very exalted p rſonage, and ſhews 
how little the higheſt birth could exempt from 
the ſevere inſpection of thoſe judges of manners, 
The lady Elizabeth, daughter of the m-rquis of 
3 and w dow of John Plantagenet earl of 
Kent, uncle of the prince ſs Joan above- men- 


woned, having on the deach of the earl her huſ- 


band 


Nr 


„ 


No. 166. Tux WORLD. 33 


band retired to the monaſtery of Waverley, did 
(I ſuppoſe immediately) make a vow of chaſtity, 
and was ſolemnly veiled a nun there by William 
de Edendon, biſhop of Wincheſter. Somehow = 
or other it happened, that about eight years af- 
terwards, ſiſter Elizabeth of "Waverley became 
enamoured of a goodly knight, called Sir Euſtace 
Dawbridgcourt, ſmitten (as tradition fays ſhe af- 
firmed) by his extreme reſemblance to her late 
lord ; theugh, as other credible writers affirm, 
he was conſiderably younger: and notwithſtand- 
ing her vows of continence, which could not bind 
her conſcience, and, in ſpite of her confinement, 
which was not ſtrong enough to detain a lady of 
her great quality, ſhe was clandeſtinely married 
to her paramour in a certain chapel of the man- 
ſion-houſe of Robert de Brome, a canon of the 
collegiate church of Wyngham, without any li- 
cence from the archbiſhop of Canterbury, by one 
Sir John Ireland, a prieſt, before the ſun-riſing, 
upon Michaelmas-day, in the 34th of Edward 

the third. | 
Notwithſtanding the great ſcandal ſuch an in- 
decorum muſt have given, it is evident from the 
ſubſervience of two prieſts to her deſires, that 
her rank of princeſs of the blood ſet her above all 
apprehenſion of puniſhment for the breach of her 
monaſtic vows ; yet it is evident from the ſequel 
of the ſtory, that her dignity could not exempt her 
from ſuch proper cenſures and penalties, as might 
deter others from commiſſion of the like offences; 
as might daily and frequently expoſe the lady 
herſelf to bluſhes for her miſcarriage; and as 
might draw comfort to the poor, from taxing the 
| - mor- 
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inordinate gratification of the appetites of their 
ſuperiors : a ſort of comfort, which, to do the:n 
Juſtice, the poor are apt to take as kindly, as the 
relief of their own wants. 

My author ſays, vol. 2, page 95, that the lady 
dowager and her young huſband being p.rſonal'y 
convened before the archbiſhop of Canterbury 
for the ſaid tranſgreſſion, at his manor- houſe of 
Haghfeld, upon the ſeventh ides of April, the 
archbiſhop for their pernance enjoine« them to 
find a prieſt to celebrate divine ſervice daily for 
Them, the ſa:d\ Sir Euſtace and Elizabeth, and 
for Him, the archbithop ; be ſides a large quantity. 
of penitential pſalms, pater-noſters, and aves, 
which were to be daily r-peated by the prieſts. 
and the tranſgreſſors. His Grace moreover or- 
_ dered the lady Elizabeth (whom for ſome reaſons, 
beſt known to hi : felt, 1 ſuppoſe be regarded as 
the ſeducer) to go once a year on foot in pilgri- 
mage to the tomb of that glorious martyr. St 
Thomas of Canterbury; and once every week 
during her life to faſt on bread and drink, and a. 
meſs of pottage, wearing no ſmock. eſpecially i in 
the abſence of her huſband ; a penance that muſt 
appear whimſical to us, and not a little partial to 
Sir Euſtace, whom the archbiſhop ſeems in more. 
reſpects than one to have conſidered rather as diſ- 
obedient to the canons, than guilty of much vo- 
luptuouſneſs by his wedlock. _ But the moſt re- 
markable articles of the pennance were the two 
following: The archbiſhop appointed the ſaid 
Sir Euſtace and the lady Elizabeth, that the next 
day after any repetition of the ir tranſgreſſion had 
paſſed between them, they ſhould competently re- 
lieve 
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lieve fix poor people, and both of them that day 
to abſtain fron: ſome diſh of fleſh or fiſh, whereof 
they did moſt deſire to eat. (1 r ee 
Such was the ſimplicity of our anceſtors. 
Such were the wholiome ſeverities to which the 
greateſt dames and moſt licentious young lords 
were ſubject in theſe well-meaning times. But 
though I approve the morality of ſuch correc- 
tions, and perhaps think that a degree of ſuch 
power might be fafely lodged in the hands of 
our great and go d prelates ; yet I am not fo 
bigotted to ant quity as to approve either the ar- 
ticles of the penance, or to think that they could 
be reconciled to the difference of modern times 
and cuſtoms. Pater- noſters and aves might be 
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a ſupplied by prayers and litanies of a more pro- 
„ teftant complexion. Inſtcad of a pilgrimage on 
4 foot to Canterbury, if an mordinate matron 
Y were compelled to walk to Ranelagh, I believe 
t the penance might be ſevere enough for the de- 
K licacy of modern conſt tutions. For the article 
Af of leaving off a ſhift, confidering that the upper 
$1 half is already laid afide, perhaps to oblige a 
a lady-offender to wear a whole ſhift, might be 
wt thought a ſufficient puniſhment ; for wile legiſla- 
0 tors will al ow a latitude of interpretation to 
0 their laws, to be varied according to the fluctu- 
* ating condition of times and ſeaſons. What 
ty moit offends me, and which is by no 'means 
< proper for modern imitation, is the article that 
4 prelcribes charity to the poor, and reſtriction 
«> from eating of a favourite diſh, after the per- 
4+ WT for ance of certain myſteries. If the right reve- 
a, rend tather was determined to make the lady 
505 Elizabeth aſhamed of her incontinence, in truth 
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he lighted upon a very adequate expedient, 
though not a very wiſe one; for as devotion and 
charity are obſerved to increaſe with increaſe of 
ears, the biſhop's injunction tended to nothing 
t to leſſen the benefactions of the offenders as 
they grow older, by the conditions to which he 
limited their largeſs. 

One can ſcarce refle& without a ſmile on the 
troops of beggars waiting every morning at Sir 
Euſtace's gate, till he and his lady aroſe, to 
know whether their wants were to be relieved. 
One muſt not word, but one cannot help ima- 
gining, the ſtile of a modern footman, when or- 
dered at breakfaſt by his maſter, and lady to go 
and fend away the beggars, for they were to have 
nothing that morning. One might even ſuppoſe 
the good lady pouting a little, as ſhe gave him 
the meſſage. But were ſuch a penance really 
enjoined now, what a fund of humour and wit 
would it open to people of faſhion, invited to 
dine. with two illuſtrious penitents under this 
circumſtance! As ther wit is never indelicate; 
as the ſubject is inexhauſtible ; and as the ideas 
en ſuch an occaſion muſt be a little corporeal, 
what bon mots, wrapped up indeed, but {till in- 
telligible enough, would attend the arrival of 
every new French diſh, which Sir Euſtace or my 
lady would be concluded to like, and would de- 
cline to taſte But I fear I have tranſgreſſed the 
bounds of a letter. You, Mr Fitz-Adam, who 
ſway the cenſorial rod with the greateſt lenity, 
and who would bluſh to put your fair penitents 
to the bluſh, might be ſafely truſted with the 

ers I recommend. Human weaknefles, and 


human follies, are very different: continue to 
3 attack 
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attack the latter; continue to pity the former. 
An ancient lady might reſiſt wearing pink; - 
matron who cannot reſiſt the proweſs of Sir Eu- 
ſtace Dawbridgcourt, is not a topic for ſatire, 
but compaſſion z as you, who are the beſt- natur- 
ed writer of _ age, will I am fure agree to 

ink, with, Sir, e | 
mn Your conſtant reader, 

and humble ſervant, | 
: THOMAS HEARNE, un. 
NUMBER 161. THURSDAY, 29 Jan. 17 56+ 


—— 


To Mr Firz-Apan. 
| SIR, SY | x 
Y a very tender letter, in one of your pa- 
pers, from an officer's wife, we have ſeen 
the diſtrefles of a father and mother, and the 
miſconduct of a daughter, whoſe meekneſs and 
gentleneſs of temper have drawn upon herſelf. 
and family the utmoſt miſery and diſtreſs. Give 
me leave to lay before you a character of another 
_ the too great gentleneſs and weakneſs of 
a ſon, "I 
In the forty-ſecond year of my age, I was. 
left a widower with an only ſon of ſeven years 
old, who was ſo exact a likeneſs of his mother, 
both in perſon and difpoſition, that from that cir- 
cumſtance alone I could never prevail upon my- 
ſelf to marry again. The image of the excel- 
lent woman I had loſt was perpetually before my. 
eyes, and recalled to my memory the many en- 
dearing ſcenes of love and affection that had paſt. 
between us. I heard her voice, I ſaw her mien, 
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and I beheld her ſmiles in my fon. I reſolved 
therefore to cultivate this tender plant with more 
than common care; and I endeavoured to take 
fuch proper advantages of his puerile age and 
H | temper, as might engage him to me, 
not more from moral , than from real incli- 
nation and attachment. My point was to make 
him my friend; and I ſo far ſucceded in that 
point, that till he was ſeventeen years old, he 
conſtantly choſe my company preferable to any 
other. 

I ſhould have told you, that I placed him 
early at a great ſchool: and to avoid the mif- 
chiefs that ſometimes ariſe from botrding at a 
diſtance from parents, I took a houſe near the 
ſchool, and kept him under my own eye, invit- 
ing conſtantly fuch of his ſchool-fellows to amuſe 
him, as were pointed out to me by the maſter, 
or were choſen by my own diſcernment, in con- 
ſequence of my fon's recommendation. All things 
went on in the moſt promiſing train; but ſtill I 
ſaw in him a certain eaſineſs of temper, and an 
exceſs of what is falſely called gad nature, but 
is real wealneſt, which I feared muſt prove of 
dreadful confequence to him, whenever he ſhould 
tread the ſtage of the great world. However, it 
now grew time to advance him to the univerſity: 
and he went thither, I can with truth ſay it, as 
free from vice, and as full of virtue, as the fond- 
eſt parent could deſire. What added farther to 
my hopes was his ſtrength of body, and the na- 
tural abhorrence which he had to wine, even 
almoſt to a degree of loathing. 

When he was ſettled at college, I inſiſted 
* his writing to me once a- week; and I con- 

ſtantly 
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ſtantly auſwered his letters in the ſtyle and man- 
ner which I thought moſt conducible to the im- 
provement of his knowledge, and the extenſion 


and freedom of his thoughts. During ſome time 


our mutual correſpondence was kept up with 
great punctuality and chearfulneſs; but in leſs 
than two months it drooped and grew languid 
on his ſide; .and the letters I received from him 
contained ſeldom. more than three lines, telling 
me, „that he was much engaged in his ſtudies, 
and that the departing polt-boy hindered him 
« from adding more than that he was my dutitul 
£< ſon,” 11 * Yor 33 | 

Not to trouble you with tpo many particulars,. 
in fix months after he had been at. the uni- 
verſity I made him a viſit; but I cannot find 
words to expreſs the aſtoniſhment I felt, in diſ- 
covering my gentle, eaſy, ſweet-natured ſon, 


not only turned. into a Buck, but a PoLtT1- 


CIAN., Never was any young man leſs fitted for 
either of thoſe characters: never any young man 
entered deeper- into both. He was a Buck 
without ſpirit or ill-nature, and a PoLITICAN. 
without the leaſt knowledge of our laws, hiſto- 
ry, or conſtitution. His only pretence to Bucx- 
15M was his affected love of wine; his. only 
ill in Pol Tres was the art of jumbling a par- 
cel of words together, and applying them, as 
he imagined, very properly to the times. By. 
this means he became diſtinguiſhed among his 
aſſociates as the jollieſt, honeſteſt toaſt-maſter in 
the univerſity. But, alas! this was a wart aſ- 
ſumed by my ſon, from a deſire of pleaſing, mix- 
ed with a dread of offending the perſons into. 
whoſe clubs and bumper-ceremonies he had un- 


L 52 happily ( 
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Happily enliſted himſelf. Poor miſerable youth! 
he was acting in oppoſition to his own nature, of 
which had he followed the dictates, he would 
neither have meddled with party, politics, nor 
wine; but would have fulfilled, or at leaſt have 
aimed at, that beautiful character of Pamphilus 
in Terence, ſo wel! delineated in the Bevil of Sir 
Richard Steele's Conſcious Lovers. 

To preſerve his health, I withdrew- him from 
the univerſity as expeditiouſly and with as little 
noiſe as I could, and brought him home, per- 
feAly reſtored, as I vainly imagined, to himſelf. 

"But Las miſtaken. The laſt perſon who was 

with him, always commanded him. The com- 
panions of his midnight hours obliterated his 
duty to his father, and, notwithſtanding-his good 
ſenſe, made him, like the beaſt in the fable, — 
himſelf a lion, becauſe he had put on the lion's 
Kin. With the ſane diſpoſition, had he been a 
woman, he muſt have been a proſtitute ; not ſo 
much from evil deſires, as from the impoſſibility 
of denying a requeſt. He worſhipped vice, as 
the Indians do the devil, not from inclination, 
but t midity. He bought intemperance at the 
price of his life; his health paid the intereſt- 
money during many months of a miſerable de- 
cay z at length his death, little more than two 
years ago, diſcharged the debt entirely, and left 
me with the ſad conſolation of having performed 
my duty to him, from the time I loſt his mo- 
ther till the time he expired in my arms. 

I have borne my loſs like a man; but I have 
often lamented the untowardneſs of my fate, 
which ſnatched from me an only child, whoſe 


diſpoſition was moſt amiable, but whoſe * 
5 ha 
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had not ſufficient ſtrength to ſupport themſelves. 
He was too modeſt to be reſolute z too fincere to 
be wary ; too gentle to oppoſe ; too humble to 
keep up his dignity, This perhaps was the fin- 
ular part of his character; but he had other 
Kalte in common with his cotemporaries: he miſ- 
took prejudices for principles; he thought tie re- 
traction of an error a deviation from honour ; his 
averſions aroſe rather from names than perſons ;. 
he called obſtinacy ſteadineſs; and he imagined 
that no friendſhipought ever to be broken, which 
had been begun, like the orgies of Bacchus, 
amidſt the frantic revels of wine. | 
Thus, Sir, I have ſet before you, I hope with- 
out any acrimony, the ſource and progreſs of 
my irreparable misfortune... It will be your part 
to warn the riſing generation, in what manner 
to avoid the terrible rocks of miſtaken. honour, 
and too pliant good- nature: | 
In the laſt. century, the falſe' notions- of ho- 
nour deſtroyed our youth by faſhionable duels ; . 
and they were induced to murder each other by 
viſionary crowns. of applauſe. The falſe notions 
of honour in the preſent. age, deſtroy our youth 
by the force of bumpers, and the mad conf. 
quences ariſing from every kind of liquor that 
can intoxicate and overturn ſenſe, reaſon, and 
reflection. Why. are not healths to be eaten 
as well as drank ? Why may not the ſpells and 
magic ariſing from moutlifuls of bect and mut- 
ton, be as efficacious. towards the accomplith- 
ment of our withes, as gallons of port, or over- 
flowing bowls of punch ? Certainly they might. 
J hope therefore that by your public.admonition, 
the young men of our days, who eat much leſs 
D 3 than 
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than they drink, may drink much leſs than they 

eat: and I muſt farther add, that as it may be 

dangerous to aboliſh cuſtoms ſo long eſtabliſhed, 

I humbly adviſe that you permit them to eat as 

many bcalths as they pleaſe. 

I am, Six, 
Your conſtant reader, 
and moſt humble ſervant. 

L. M. 
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| bas has been my weekly endeavour, for ſome 
years, to entertain and inſtruct the public to 
the beſt of my abilities. That I am thought en- 
tertaining is beyond diſpute ; for as no one per- 
uſes a periodical paper for conſcience ſake, or 
by way of pennance, it is evident, that, fince I 
am read, I pleaſe. | 
How far I may have attained the other pur- 
poſe of my papers, that of inſtructing, is another 
queſtion, and which cannot eaſily be reſolved. 
The pen of a writer, like the hand of time, 
works imperceptibly; and perhaps the reforma- 
tion which may be occaſioned by theſe my la- 
bours, will not be completed in lefs than a cen- 
Thus much however I may venture to af- 
firm, that I have done no harm.” All my cotem- 
poraries may not, perhaps, be able to ſay as 
much for their writings. People of faſhion have 
not more abounded in thoughtleſſneſs and prodi- 
gality fince the publication of the WorLD. Le- 
gal debts are no worle paid than they were for- 
merly z 
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merly; nor have the weekly bills of adultery con- 
ſiderably increaſed. Though I may not have been 
able to hew off the marble, and bring out the man, 
I have ſpoilt the hct; and ſome happier artiſt 
may yet exerciſe his chizel upon it. 

It has always been my particular 'endeavour 
to avoid blame ; for to pleaſe every body is a 
vain attempt: and yet to meet with cenſure 
where applauſe was due, is affecting to a gene- 
rous ſpirit : ſuch has been my lot. Many of 
my readers will hardly believe me when I tell 
them, that I have been cenſured for not writin 
in a ſerious manner. The accuſation is inde 
ſevere; for it implies that I have miſtaken the 
genius of the people. Seriouſneſs is not, I think, 
the preſent diſpolition of Britons, however they 
may have been celebrated for that quality in for- 
mer times. Why then ſhould I be ſerious, wha 
write for the youthful, the well-drefled, and for 
every body one knows The very word ſeriouſneys ? 
is expelled from polite life; it is never mentioned 
at all, but in ſome account of the author, or in fu- 
neral panegyrics; and even then it is only ap- 
plied to writers of good books, or to ancient 
maiden gentle women. What then has poor Adam 
Fitz-Adam done, that he ſhould be obliged to 
turn parſon, and write ſeriouſly ? 3 

But there are certain feaſons and occaſions, 
that call upon me for real ſeriouſneſs ; occaſions 
where humour and ridicule would be ill- applied, 
and juſtly cenſureable. Such is the preſent; when 
on the morrow of this day a general humiliation 
is appointed, to deprecate the Divine diſpleaſure, 
and to implore deliverance from thoſe dreadful 
devaſtations which have fo lately alarmed or de- 

| ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed à neighbouring people, and laid their 


metropolis in ruins. For an occaſion ſo ſolemn, 


I have reſerved a letter which. I received ſome 
time fince from a very valuable correſpondent, 
and which I ſhall here lay before my readers, as. 
the propereſt preparation that I am able to pre- 
fent them with. F 


To Mr. Frrz-Abax. 


SIR, 
I ſhall make no apology for addreffing the 
public, by the channel of your paper, on an 
occurrence that has ſo lately and juſtly alarmed 
us; I mean the deſolation-of Liſbon, and the ad- 
jacent country. The terror we expreſs, on the 
bare hearing of that diſtant calamity, ſtrongly 
implies the relation we bear as men to the un- 
bappy ſufferers; and the pity and ſupport we 
give them, ſhew how readily we ſuppoſe the caſe: 
might have been our own. Nor are we indeed 
wholly exempted from a ſhare in the event: we 


are not deſtroyed, but we are admoniſhed. In 


this ſenſe the thock was general; and thoughthe 
blow was partial, the warning is univerſal. 

Among the many hints of improvements ſug- 
geſted by ſo aweful a devaſtation, the neceſſity 


of a general reformation ſeems a very obvious 


one. A ſmall acquaintance with mankind will 
ſhew us how vice and immorality prevail, under 
the ſpecious names of cuſtom and politeneſs 5 
while virtue, if not ridiculed, is too often and 
enerally neglected. Irreligion and profaneneſs 
Eeroiſh conſtant matter of reproof for the pulpit ; 
and the cnormities that attend them, employ- 
| ment 
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ment for the hand of juſtice, If then the Divine 
diſpleaſure is to be dreaded for the impieties of 
a nation, how ſmall is our ſecurity ! 
We join in our concern for a people or city, 
ruined by ſo fatal and ſudden a ſtroke as an earth- 
quake, and image to ourſelves the horrors of the 
ſcene 3 but how faintly ! for who can fully de- 
{cribe a diſtreſs which guilt can only aggravate, 
and = teſtimony of a good conſcience only al- 
Jeviats | „ 
The inſtability of all earthly good, is a truth 
ſo well known both from precept and experience, 
that it may be thought unneceſſary to conſider it 
here, as another leſſon contained in ſo melancho- 
ly a providence ; but to me there appears ſome- 
thing more ſtriking in the ruins of an earth- 
quake, than the uſual viciſſitudes of life ſubject us 
to. In the ordinary changes of life, the loſs of 
wealth, honour, and friends, is often gradual and 
expected; and our reſignation in proportion leſs 
painful: we are (if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
ſion) weaned from enjoyments we know are ſo 
precarious ; but to be robbed at once of all we 
have, and all we love, and perhaps ſurvive the {ad 
ſpectators of our own rain, is to be attacked 
when we are leaſt on our guard, and to feel the 
evils of a whole life in a moment. If we look 
round us, we ſhall ſee what unwearied applica- 
tion and prudent circumſpection are neceſſary to 
o>viate the misfortunes we daily encounter; but 
what application can befriend, what circum- 
ſpection warn, when rocks fail us, and ſeas over- 
wheim us, 
Another leflon we may learn from this ca- 
lamity, is Humility. What weak pretenſions 
| to 
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to pre-eminence are riches, honour, and applauſe, 
when a moment can efface them? Death, in 
his uſual progreſs, ſhews us their inſufficiency ; 
but by flower approaches. The trophy out-lives 
the hero, and the monument the patriot ; wealth 
and titles deſcend to future generations; and 
though the prince and the peaſant meet the ſame 
fate, the eulogy of the one ſurvives, and diſtin- 
guiſhes him from the other. But here, all cha- 
racters are blended, diſtinctions loſt, the rich le- 
velled, and the ambitious humbled. Such a ge- 
neral confuſion may well alarm us, and make us 
look with indifference on the objects of our pre- 
ſent envy; for what is treaſure, but a ſecurity 
againſt want ! and what is important, that is not 
permanent ? | 

But not to dwell any longer on particulars, 
which every one's reflections will naturally en- 
large on, we have here a faint picture of that 
aweful day, „when the elements ſhall melt 
« with fervent heat, and the heavens ſhall paſs 
„away with a great noiſe,” The reader will, 
I doubt not, be pleaſed with 'a deſcription of this 
fcene, as given us by a celebrated genius of the 
preſent age. 


At the deſtin'd hour 

By the loud trumpet ſummon'd to the charge, 
See all the formidable ſons of fire, 

Eruptions, earthquakes, comets, lightnings, play 
Their various engines; all at once diſgorge 
Their blazing magazines, and take by ſtorm 
This poor terreſtrial citadel of man. 
AMAziNG PRERIoD | when each mountain height 
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Their melted maſs, as rivers once they pour'd ; 
Stars ruſh, and final RviN fiercely drives | 


ed, Her plough-ſhare o'er creation 
* The recital of ſuch ſudden and univerſal de- 


ſolation fills us with terror, and we ſhudder at 
the proſpect of a cataſtrophe, in which each of 
us ſhall be ſo immediately concerned. But our 
intereſt in it will appear in a ſtronger light, if 
we conſider this change of things as the pre- 


Be- lude of an unchangeable and eternal ſtate of hap- 
7 pineſs or miſery. Our beſt efforts here are mix- 
> ed with many imperfections, and our beſt enjoy- 
=y ments liable to frequent diſappointments ; but 


when life's drama is compleated, the applauſe or 
cenſure of an unerring Judge ſhall determine how 


Wa far we have acted the different characters allotted 
IF us with propriety : the difſolution of earthly fe- 
_ licity ſhall be ſucceeded by the more ſubſtantial 


joys of heaven; and even thoſe joys ſhall be 
heightened by their duration. C. B. 


1 was an ancient ſect of philoſophers, 
the diſciples of Pythagoras, who held, 
that the ſouls 2 and all other animals ex- 
ited in a ſtate of perpetual tranſmigration, and 
that when by death they were diflodged from 
one corporeal habitation, they were immediate- 
ly reinſtated in another, happier or more miſe- 
rable, according to their behavidur in the former : 
fo 
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ſo that when any perſon made his exit from the 
ſtage of this world, he was ſuppoſed only to re. 
tire behind the ſcenes to be new dreſſed, and to 
have a new part aſſigned him, more or leſs agree. 
able, in proportion to the merit of his perform- 
ance in the laſt. | | 
This doctrine of tranſmigration, I muſt own, 
was always a very favourite tenet of mine, and 
always appeared to me one of the moſt rational 
gueſſes of the human mind into a future ſtate. 1 
{hall here therefore endeayour to ſhew the great 
probability of its truth from the following confi. 
derations. Firſt, from its juſtice ; ſecondly, from 
its utility, and laſtly, from the difficulties we lie 
under to account for the ſufferings of many in- 
nocent creatures without it. 
Firſt then, the juſtice of this ſyſtem exceeds 
that of all others; becauſe, by it, the great law 
of retaliation may be more ſtrictly adhered to: 
for, by means of this metamorphoſis, men may 
ſuffer in one life the very ſame injuries which 
they have inflicted in another; and that too in 
the very ſame perſons, by a change only in ſitua- 
tion. Thus, for inſtance, the cruel tyrant who 
in one life has ſported with the miſeries of his 
flaves, may in the next feel all the miſeries of 
ſlavery under a maſter as unmerciful as himſelf, 
The relentleſs judge may be impriſoned, con- 
demned, and hanged, in his turn. Divines may 
be compelled by fire and faggot to believe the 
creeds and articles they have compoſed for the 
edification of others; and ſoldiers may be plun- 
dered and ravithed in the perſons of defencele's ll 
peaſants and innocent virgins. The lawyer, Wl 
reviving in the character of a client, may be tor: 
I Kb: mented 
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mented with delay, expence, uncertainty, and 
diſappointment z and the phyſician, who in one 
life has taken exorbitant fees, may be obliged to 
take phyſic in another. All thoſe who, under 
he honourable denomination of Sportſmen, have 
entertained themſelves with the miſeries and de- 
ſtruction of innocent animals, may be terrified 


and murdered in the ſhape of hares, partridges 
and woodcocks; and all thoſe who under the 


more iiluſtrious title of Heroes, have delighted in 
the devaſtation of their own ſpecies, may be 
maſlacred by each other in the forms of invinc- 
ble game-cocks, and pertinacious bull-dogs. As 
for ſtateſmen, miniſters, and all great men de- 
voted to great buſineſs, they, however guilty, 
cannot be more properly. nor more ſeverely pu- 
nithed, than by being obliged to re- aſſume their 
former characters, and to live the very ſame lives 
over again. 

In the next place, the utility of this ſyſtem is 
equal to its juſtice, and happily coincides with 
it: for by means of this tranſmigration, all the 
neceſſary inconveniences, and all the burthen- 
{ome offices of life being impoſed on thoſe on- 
ly, who by their miſbehaviour in a former ſtate 
have deferved them, become at once juſt pu- 
niſhments to THEM, and at the ſame time bene- 
fits to ſociety ; and fo all thoſe who have injured 
the public in one life by their vices, are obliged 
in another to make reparation by their ſufferings. 
Thus the tyrant, who by his power has opprefled 
his country in the ſituation of a prince, in that of 
a ſlave may be compelled to do it ſome ſervice 
by his labour. The highwayman who has ſtop- 
ped and plundered travellers, may expedite and 
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aſſiſt them in the ſhape of a poſt-horſe. The 
metaphorical Buck, who has terrified ſober ci. 
tizens by his exploits, converted into a real one, 
may make ſome compenſation by his haunches; 
and mighty conquerors, who have laid waſte the 
world by their ſwords, may be obliged, by a 
{ſmall alteration in ſex and ſituation, to contribute 
to its re-peopling, by the qualms of breeding, and 


the pains of child»birth. 


For my own part, I verily believe this to be 
the caſe. I make no doubt but that Lewis the 
Fourteenth is now chained to an oar in the gal- 
leys of France, and that Hernando Cortez is 
digging gold in the mines of Peru or Mexico. 
That 'Turpin, the highwayman, is ſeveral times 
a day ſpurred backwards and forwards between 


London and Epping; and that lord * ** and 


Sir Harry * * * ® are now actually roaſting for a 
city feaſt. TI queſtion not but that Alexander 
the Great, and Julius Cæſar, have died many 
times in child:bed ſince their appearance in thoſe 
illuſtrious and depopulating characters; that 


Charles the Twelfth is at this inſtant a curate's 


wife in ſome remote village with a numerous 
and encreaſing family; and that Kouli Khan is 
now whipped from pariſh to pariſh, in the per- 
ſon of a big-bellied beggar-woman, with two 
children in her arms, and three at her back. - 
| Laſtly, the probability of this ſyſtem ap- 

rs from the difficulty of accounting for the 
ſufferings of many innocent creatures without it: 
for if we look round us, we cannot but obſerve 
a great and wretched variety of this kind; num- 
berleſs animals ſubjected, by their own natures, 
to many miſeries, and by our r cruelties to many 
More,; 
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0 more, in capable of deſerving them; called into 
The being, as far as we can diſcover, only to be 


miſerable for the ſervice or diverſion of others. 
leſs meritorious than themſelves : without any 
poflibility of 22 deſerving, or receiving 
recompence for their unhappy lot, if their whole 
exiſtence is comprehended in the narrow and 
wretched circle of the preſent life. But the 
theory here inculcated, removes all theſe difficyl- 
ties, and reconciles theſe ſeemingly unjuſt dil-. 
penſations with the ſtricteſt juſtice : it informs 
us, that theſe their ſufferings may be by no means 


gal- undeſerved, but the juſt puniſhments of their for- 
2 is mer miſbehaviour in a ſtate, where, by means 
ico. of their very vices, they may have eſcaped them. 
mes It teaches us, that the purſued and perſecuted fox 
veen was once probably ſome crafty and rapacious mini- 
and fer, who had purchaſed by his ill acquired wealth 
Or a that ſafety, which he cannot now procure by 
nder This flight; that the bull, baited with all the 
nan cruelties that human ingenuity, or human male- 
hoſe volence can invent, was once ſome relentleſs ty- 
that rant, who had inflicted all the tortures which he 
-ate's now endures : that the poor bird, blinded, im- 
2rous priſoned, and at laſt ſtarved ta death in a cage, 
m is may have been ſome unforgiving creditor : and 
per- the widowed turtle, pining away for the loſs of 
two her mare, ſome faſhionable wife, rejoicing at the 


deith of her huſband, which her own ill uſage 
ap- had occaſioned. 


r the Never can the delicious repaſt of roaſted lob- 
ut it: iters excite my appetite, whillt the ideas of the 
ferve Wl tortures in which thoſe innocent creatures have 
num- expired, preſent themſelves to my imagination, 


tures, But when I conſider that they. muſt have once, 
many E.2. pro- 
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probably been Spaniards in Mexico, or Dutch- 
men at Amboyna, I fall to, both with a good 
ſtomach and a good confcience, and pleafe my- 
felf with the thoughts, that I am thus offering 
up 2 facritice acceptable to the manes of many 
millions of maſfacred Indians. Never can I re- 
poſe myfelf with any ſatis faction in a poſt- 
chaiſe, whilſt I look upon the ſtarved, founder- 
ed, ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who 
draw it, as mere horfes, condemned to ſuch ex- 
quiſite and unmerited torments for my conveni- 
ence ; but when I refte&t, that they once muſt 
undoubtedly have exiſted in the characters of 
turnkeys of Newgate, or fathers of the holy in- 
quiſition, I gallop on with as much eaſe as ex- 
pedition; and am perfectly fatisfied, that in pur- 
ſaing my journey, I am but the executioner of 
the ſtricteſt juſtice. 

] very well know that theſe ſentiments will 


de treated as ludicrous by many of my readers, 
and looked upon only as the productions of an 


exuberant i nagination; but I know likewiſe, 
that this is owing to ill-grounded pride, and 
falfe notions of the dignity of human nature: 
for they are in themſelves both juſt and ſerious, 
and carry with them the ftrongeſt probability of 
their truth : ſo ftrong is it, that I cannot but 
hope it will have forme good effect on the con- 
duct of thofe polite people who are too faga- 
cious, learned, and courageous to be kept in awe 
by the threats of hell and damnatjon: and I exhort 
every fine lady to confider how wretched will be 
her condition, if, after twenty or thirty years 
ſpent at cards, in elegant rooms, kept warm by 
good fires and ſoft carpets, the ſhould at laſt be 

a obliged 
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obliged to change places with one of her coach- 
horſes; and every fine gentleman to reflect how: 
much more wretched would be his, if after 
waſting his eſtate, his health, and his life, in ex 
travagance, indolence, and luxury, he ſhould. 
again revive in the ſituation of one of his credi- 
tors. . | 


: . 
NUMBER 164. THURSDAY, 19 [b. 1756. 


—— 


HAVE ſet apart this day's paper for the miſ- 
cellaneous productions of various correſpon- 
dents. = | 


To Mr FiTz-Abpan.. 
81 RA, 


I am a citizen of no mean city; however, 
in reſpect to the metropolis, we are deemed the 
country, and muſt therefore be preſcribed to by 
London, from whence, as I am told, we receive 
all our faſhions. But ſurely, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
ſame things which IJ have ſeen of late are too ab- 
ſurd to have come from thence for our imitation, . 
and can only have been unhappy necęſſitiet in ſome 
perſon of vogue, which others have miſtaken for 
choice and fathion. 
A few days ago, I ſaw a young lady in our 
neighbourhood, who, after ſame conſiderable ab- 
ſence from home, returned with her hair all off, 
except as much as might grow in a fortnight 
after cloſe ſhaving; and that too ſtanding thin 
and ſtaring. I aſked my wife when I came home, 
E 3 1 if 
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if ſhe knew where Miſs GiovpyYcrown had been; 
for that I was fadly afraid ſhe had been con- 
fined in ſome mad-houſe ; for her head had been 
thaved and bliſtered, her hair was but juſt com- 
ing on to grow again, and ſhe had, 'I obſerved, a 
particular thy and wild look. As this was the 
firſt inſtance of the kind ever ſeen here, my wife 
knew no more than myſelf what to make of it: 
the hoped indeed that it might poſſibly not be fo 
bad; that it might be only ſome external diſorder 
of her head; or, had Miſs been married, the Wil 
ſhould have thought that her hair might poſſibly 
have fallen off in a lying-in. | $ 
But alas, Sir | this diforder of the head bas 
proved contagious; and being given out as the 
faſhion, is prodigiouſly ſpread. Now if this be 
only a hum (as I ſuppoſe it is) upon our country 
apes, it being blown in the WorLD will put an 
end to it: but if it be a real faſhion, pray be fo 
rw as to ſet the WoRLD againſt it. I am ſure 
ſhould be rejoiced to find any remedy in the 
WoRrLD for this falling off of the hair; for in- 
deed it is a very unfeemly and frightful diſorder. 
T am, Sir, Yours, 
T. L. 


Mr Frrz-Apau, 


I am infeſted by a ſwarm of country couſins, 
that are come up to town for the winter, as 
they call i:, a whole family of them. They ferret 
me out from every place I go to, and it is impoſ- 
ſible to ſtand the ridicule of being ſeen in their 
company. 

At their firſt coming to town, I was in 3 
manner obliged to gallant them to the Pure 

where 
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where having ſeated the mother with much ado, 
I offered my hand to the eldeſt of my five young 
couſins 3 but as ſhe was not dextrous enough to 
manage a great hoop with one hand only, ſhe re- 
fuſed my offer, and at the firſt ſtep fell all along. 
It was with great difficulty I got her up again; 
but imagine, Sir, my ſituation : I fat like a mope 
all the night, not daring to look up for fear of 
catching the eyes of my acquaintance, who 
would have laughed me out of countenance. 

You may imagine, Mr Fitz-Adam, that I 
contrived all manner of means to get off from 
any future engagements with my coufins ; but it 
bas unfortunately ſo happened, that we have met 
almoſt every where. No longer ago than laſt 
night, as I was going into a rout, and moving to- 
wards the lady of the houſe, to pay my devoirs to 
her, what ſhould I hear, but one of the hoydens, 
who had not ſeen me for two or three days, 
bawling out, O law! there's my couſin P? I 
adviſed the mother to take the young lady imme- 
diately back into the country ; for that I feared 
the ſame violence of joy which diſcovered itſelf 
in her voice and looks at only ſeeing me as a re- 
lation, might carry her greater lengths where the 
affection was ſtronger. - 

My acquaintance ſee how I am mortified at 
all public places, and it is a ſtanding jeſt with 
them, wherever they meet me, to put on the ap- 
pearance of the profoundeſt reſpect, and to aſk, 
Pray, Sir, how do your couſins do?“ 

This leads me, Mr Fitz-Adam, to propoſe 
fomething for the relief of all thoſe, whoſe coun- 
try couſins, like mine, expect they ſhould intro- 
duce them into the world; by which means we 
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ſhall avoid appearing in a very ridiculous light: 
for whoever ſees the dancing bears, muſt include 


the man who ſhews them in the ſubject for 


laughter. I would. therefore ſet up a perſon, 
who ſhould be known by the name of 'Cown- 
Usukn. His buſineſs ſhould be to attend cloſely. 
all young ladies who never. were in town before, 
to teach them to walk into the play.houſe with. 
out falling over the benches, to ſhew them the 
tombs, and the lions, and the wax-work, and the 
giant, and inſtruct them how to wonder, and (hut 


their mouths at the ſame time: for Ireally meet 


with ſo many gapers every day in the ſtrects, that 
Lam continually. yawning all.the way I walk. 

1 ſhall only detain you to make one reflection 
upon theſe journies to London. It appears very 
odd to me, that people ſhould chute to leave 
their home for two or three months, to make 
themſelves unhappy in it the reſt of their lives. 
My good couſin, the mother, thinks the has acted 
right in ſhewing her children the world : and, 
fully convinced that they have a thorough know- 
ledge of it, carries them back into the country, 
where they deſpiſe thoſe with whom they for- 
merly lived in. intimacy and friendſhip, becauſe 
they have not ſeen London. Miſs walks with 
leſs pleaſure about the fields ſince her fall in the 
play. houſe, and her fifters are pouting all day 
long, becauſe the country can aftord them no 


uch Gghts as they ſaw in town, 


I am, Sin, 


Your great admirer, . 
A: W. 


81m, 
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Sin, | 

I have the honour to be a member of a cer- 
tain club in this city, where it is a ſtanding or- 
der, „ That the paper called the WorLD be 
© conſtantly brought upon the table, with clean 
« olafſes, pipes, and tobacco, every 'Thurfday 
© after dinner.” In conſequence of this order, 
a letter, .or rather a petition, from one of your 
correſpondents, was lately read, praying that you 
would eſtabliſh it as a law, that healths ſhould 
be eaten, as well as drank. There appeared ſome- 
thing ſo new and national in eating the preſperity 
cf our king and country, that the whole club, with 
a vivacity unknown in that place before, roſe up 
to applaud it: and aſter many wiſe and learned 
debates upon the ſubject, agreed to the following 
orders and reſolutions: 
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ORDERED, 


That in this club, the word Toast in drink- 
ing be changed to Movrhrvl. in eating; and 
that every member, after naming the MouTH- 
FUL he propoſes, do fill his mouth as full as 
2 in honour of the perſon or cauſe fo 
named, 


ORDERED, 
That the chairman be always MouTHFUL-' 
MasTER., 

ORDERED, x 


That the MouTHeuL-MasTER do demand 
the MouTHFUuLs regularly from the members 
over the right thumb, and do cauſe them to be 
caten regularly over his left. 


REs0LvED, 
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Rxs0LVED, 

That all the members of the club be obliged 
upon every club day to cat a large flice of roaſt 
beef, as a bumper health to Old England. 

Rxsolvxp, 

That the city of London, and the trade there- 
of, be eaten in turtle, 
| RESOLVED, 

Always to eat proſperity to Ireland in boiled 


beef, and to North Britain in Scotch collops. 


ResoLvED, 
To eat the Adminiſtration ! in Britiſh. Herrings. 
RESOLVED, 
| To eat ſucceſs to our fleet in pork and peaſe. 
REesoLvED, 

As the greateſt inſtance that this club can poſs 
fibly ſhew of their refpe& and devotion, that the 
healths of lady * , and the dutcheſs of * , 
be eaten by every member i in mouthfuls of min- 
ced chicken. 

REs0LvED, 
That Mr Fitz-Adam, or- any of his friends, 


be permitted to eat the members of this club as 


often as they pleaſe, provided, that they do not 
knowingly and wittingly ſuffer any Frenchman 
whatſoever to eat the ſaid members dead or alive, 

Thus, Sir, you ſee that you are continually in 
our thoughts; and therefore, as a member of 2 
ſociety ſo warmly attached to you, you will be- 
Leve me, when I aſſure you that. Jam, 


Your moſt faithful 


humble ſervant, 
E. P. 


NuMB. 


re- 
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1 
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—— 


LT few things by which a man 


iſcovers , the weakneſs of his judgment 


more, than by retailing ſcraps of con mon. place 


ſentiment on the trite and thread-bare topic, 
the degeneracy of the times. We are told very 


ſeriouſly in almoſt every company, that the cou- 
rage we received from our anceſtors is evapo- 
rated; that our trade is ruined; that religion is 
but a badge to diſtinguiſh parties; and that the 
muſes, kicked out of doors, have carried off with 


them truth, honour, juſtice, and all * moral 


virtues. 


But to our comfort, this reflection is not con- 


fined to the preſent age; it extends itſelf equally 
to all. A touch on the times is a piece of ſatire, 
that almoſt runs parallel with the foundation of 

every ſtate. How many authors do we hear be- 
wailing the degeneracy of their co-temporaries, 
and prognoſticating the farther corruption of their 
poſterity ! Our very ſtature is diminiſhed. Even 
vi Homer's time, men were ſtrangely decreaſed 
in their ſize ſince the Trojan war. Virgil ſays, 
that Turnus threw a ſtone at Aneas, which a 
dozen Romans could not have lifted ; fo that had 
men decreaſed fince the days of Virgil, in the 
lame proportion, weſhould long betore now have 
cwinuled into a race of atoms. 

Livy, who flouriſhed in the golden age of 


Auguſtus, tells us, that above three hundred 


years before, a ſpirit of equity and moderation 
| animated 
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animated the whole body of the people, which 


was not to be found then in one individual, 
Cicero is for ever declaiming againſt the dege- 
neracy of his own times; and Juvenal ſays, that 
in his, vice was arrived to ſuch a height, that 
poſterity, however willing, would not be ableto 
add any thing to it. Yet conſult the authors 
who have written fince, and you will imagine 
that every former age was an age of virtue, 
From all theſe paſſages, and many others, it 
is evident that this complaint is by no means ap- 
plicable to our times only. And really it is a 
great breach of good-manners, that modern fine 
entlemen cannot put a little rouge on their faces, 
t the ſaucy quill of ſome impertinent author 
immediately rubs it off; but neither is it their 
own invention, nor imported from France ; for 
Juvenal informs us, that the Roman beaux did 
the ſame. | | 
There is but one reaſon that I know of, why 
a man may declaim with impunity againſt the 
degeneracy of the times; it is, becauſe the re- 
flection is only general, and that he is as much 
the object of his own ſatire, as any other man, 
But let a foreigner, in a company ot Engliſhmen, 
preſume to ſay, that they have degenerated from 
their forefathers, and not a Briton amongſt them 
but. will reſent the indignity ; or let the reflection 
become more particular ſtill, and one man lay 
an act of degeneracy to the charge of another, 
and the conſequence is too obvious. 
To lament the loſs of religion, and abuſe its 
profeſſors ; to cenſure the conſtitution of a ſtate, 
and its conſtituents, are quite different things. 


And though a man may prefer the army, with 
. te which 
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wich WS which Henry the Fifth beat the French at Agin- 


nal, court, to our preſent ſoldiery, yet examine them 
ege - one by one, and there is ſcarce a ſerjeant in the 


tha WS ſcrvice that does not think himſelf equal to tha 


that moſt valiant commander, from Alexander the 


leto 
hors 


Sine 


Hendrick, Sachem of the Mohawk Indians. 80 
that, if conſidered ſeparately, we are more wiſe, 
more valiant, and more religious than our anceſ- 
8, it tors; 1 collectively, we are a ſet of fools, cow 

S ap- ards, and infidels. ; 

is a An ingenious correſpondent of mine has car» 
tine ried his compliments on the preſent times farther 
aces, than I have done. I thall conclude this paper 
hr with his letter and verſes : | 2 


their 
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© did A conqueſt over the affections and 

| ; has been the higheſt boaſt of the philoſophers of 
why every age; and in proportion as they have attain» 


the © this victory, future writers have celebrated 


their characters as the moſt exalted patterns 


* of wiſdom and prudence. But though a venera- 
8 tion for the ruſt of antiquity, or a MOINS for 
men, every, thing which happened before the memo- 


Kron ry of our grandfathers, may lead ſome to cele- 
ar brate former ages, yet we may boaſt it among 
-Chion the felicities of the times in which we live, that 
8 the moſt important concerns of life are entered 
ther, into only under the directions of reaſon and 

a philoſophy. To inſtance only in one particular; 
marriage is the effect of mere prudence and fore- 
caſt, without any mixture of that ridiculous paſ- 
tion, which has now no being but in*play-bcoks 
and romances, 
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ſtate, 
hings- 
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Great, king of Macedonia, down to brave old 
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In former ages, love was ſuppoſed to keep the 
door of Hymen's temple; but now, as the 
knowledge of the world may have been ſome- 
what expenſive in acquiring, and as our modern 

. philoſophers have ſpent that fortune on their 
youth, which it had been ridiculous to have re- 
ſerved for the debility of old age; juſt before the 
laſt ſpark of vigour is extinguiſhed, ſome rich 
heireſs is won, who conduces both to the perpe- 
tuating aname, and to the providing a fortune 
for that poſterity, which is to continue the family 
Honours. Happy expedient ! by which the weight 

of numerous young children, the almoſt con- 
ſtant burthen of former times, is moſt judiciouſly 
avoided. | 

That I may preſent your readers with a 
ftriking contraſt between the follies of our anceſ- 
tors, and the folid prudence of the preſent gene- 
ration, I ſhall here ſubjoin a couple of ſhort 
odes, which are written in the character of an 
old Engliſhman, and a modern one, on the day 
before their marriage. | 


— - — 
— — — — _ ow to ” 
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The OLD ExcL1$HMAN. = 

; I. . 
I' tell you why I love my love; 
_ Becauſe her thouſand graces prove 

Her worth is very high: 

She's very fair, and very good, 

And not unwilling to be woo'd 

By one ſo plain as 1. 


— 


Wherever muſe has fir'd the ſtrain, 
On Britiſh or on Tuſcan plain, 


| Delighted has ſhe rov'd ; 
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Has glow'd with all the gen'rous rage 
That animates the ſtory'd page, 
By Britiſh * * 
Oft has ſhe ſought, with careful feet, 
The hallow'd hermit's calm retreat, 
And trac'd with thought profound 
Each precept of the wiſe and good; 
Thus ev'ry with has ſhe ſubdu'd 
To wiſdom's W bound. 
IV. 
Has learn'd the flatt'ring paths to ſhun, 
Where folly's fickle vot'ries run, 

Deceiv'd by fortune's glare: 1 
Has learn'd that food, and clothes, and fire, 
Are only nature's plain deſire, 

Nor — for may her pray'r. 


Content with theſe, my GzRAaLDINE 
Has promis'd to be ever mine, 

For well ſhe knows my heart; 
She knows it honeſt and fincere, 
And much too open to a 

Beneath the veil of —— 

| VI. | 
She knows it pants for her alone, 
That not the ſplendor of a throne 

From her my ſteps could lure : 
To-morrow gives to theſe fond arms 
My GeRALDINE in all her charms, 

And makes my bliſs fecure, 
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The Moptrx ENGLISHMAN. 


I, | 
No, no by all the pow'rs above 
My heart's as little touch'd by love 
As ever in my life. 
Full well, dear HAL, to thee is known 
Whom fortune to my lot has thrown, 
To be my wedded 1 ” 
I 
But why I wed ? ſhould any aſk, 
To anſwer is an eaſy taſk, 

Want, want my honeſt Harxr : 
What can a man, whoſe tortune's ſpent, 
Who's mortgag'd to his utmoſt rent, 

But-drown, or ſhoot, or marry ? 

III. 
Of theſe the beſt is ſure the bride ; 
For when once plung'd beneath the tide, 

Adieu to all our figure: 

1 Full ſudden is the piſtol's fate; 
When once 'tis touch'd, alas ! too late 

We wiſh undrawn the trigger. 

IV. 
"Tis thus reſolved then, honeſt boy, 
| To-morrow thou may ſt wiſh me joy, 
Joy will I buy by wiving : 
n to her manſion, far from town, 
Six rapid Bays ſhall whirl us down, 
As if the dev'l were driving. 
| V 


There ſhall the briſk capacious bowl 
Drown-ev'ry care that hants the ſoul, 


And rouſe me to new life ; 
And, 
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And, Har, for all that ſhe can ſay, 
Some blooming village queen of May 
Shall wait upon — 2 wife. 
V 


When all the tedious-farce is o'er, 

And ſpouſe has crown'd me with her dow'r, 
Should ſudden ruin meet her, 

Ev'n though her coachman broke her neck. 

Unmov'd I'd ſtand amidſt the wreck, 
Nor ſwear at heedleſs PETER. 


NumMB. 166. THORSDAY, 4 March 1756. 
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Falſus honor juvat, & mendax infamia terret, 
Duem, niſi mendacem, & mendeſum ? 


To Mr FiTZ-ADAM. 


SIR, A 


A all the proſtitutions of language, 
ſo juſtly obſerved by many celebrated wri- 


ters, I know of none more to be lamented, than 
thoſe which rob virtue of. her true title, and u- 


ſurp her name and character. 


It may be obſerved, that in: al countries and 
ſtates, the farther they have gone from their ori- 
ginal purity and funplicity, the greater have their 
advances been in this reſpect. The Romans, 
whoſe poverty only kept them within the bounds 
of virtue, when they had quitted their humhle 
ſtation for ſcenes of ambition and glory, not 
only changed their 1 8 but loſt the — 

3 o 
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of thoſe words, which were in high eſtimation 
with their anceſtors. The words frugal, tem- 
perate, and made, were no longer held in any 
degree of reverence, when riches, and a licen- 
tious enjoyment of them, were the only things 
in vogue. 

We have gone beyond them in this reſpect, 
and quite reverſed the meaning of words. XArave 
and v:/lain, formerly the denominations of lau- 
dable induſtry, are now the marks of the greateft 
reproach, Our manners have adulterated our 
words; and for fear they ſhould reproach us 
with our conduct, we disfranchiſe and condemn 
them to infamy, that their teſtimony may be in- 
valid, and their evidence of no credit. 

There are many inftances in modern times, 
where a falſe and blind zeal has heightened the 
fignification of words of very little meaning, to 
an unaccountable degree of veneration; as on 
the contrary, a looſe and libertine way of think- 
ing has debaſed and fullied thofe of the higheſt 
dignity. 

I am not a little pleaſed with a ſaying of 
king Theodorick, who being adviſed by his 
courtiers to debaſe the coin, declared, © That 
% nothing which bore his image ſhould ever 
« he.” Are we not all acceſſary to the propa- 
gation of falſchood, when we ſuffer any thing 
that carries the image and repreſentation of our 
minds to be guilty of an untrath, and when we 
enter mto a combination to ſupport words in a 
fignification foreign to their meaning, and quite 
different from the ideas thoſe ſounds ought to 
form in our minds? 


Cuſ- 
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Cuſtom is tyrant of the language; it can 
alter, adjuſt, and new-model, but it cannot an- 
nihilate, It can ſettle new phraſes, introduce a 
whole colony of faſhionable nonſenſe from fo- 
reign parts, and render old words obſolete : but 
it cannot eraſe idea from language. It can do 
more than an abſolute prince; becauſe it can 
create new words; a privilege which was not 
allowed to the Roman emperor Tiberius, who 
having coined a word in the ſenate, his flatterers 
defired it wight be adopted into their language, 
as a compliment to the emperor ; but an old 
ſenator, not quite degenerated from the honeſt 
ſincerity of his anceſtors, made this memorable 
reply, © You may give, Sir, the freedom of the 
« city to mem, but not to words.” | 

There is no word of greater import and dig- 
nity than HONOUR. It is virtue, adorned with 
every decoration, that can make it amiable and 
uſcful in ſociety. It is the true foundation of 
mutual faith and credit, and the real inter- 
courſe, by which the buſineſs of life is tranſact- 
ed with fafety and pleaſure. It is of univerſal 
extent, and can be confined to no particular 
ſtation of life, becauſe it is every man's ſecurity, 
and every mans intereſt. But to its great miſ- 
fortune. its own virtues have undone it. Its 
excellent character has of late years recommend- 
ed it ſo much to the patronage of the Great, 
that they have appropriated it to their own uſe, 
and communicated to it a part of their own pri- 
vileges, that of being acceſſible only to a few. 
It now no longer retains its former goed qual- 
ties ; its real dignity is loſt, and it & become 
rather the ornament, than the foundation of a 
character: it is a kind of poliſh, that implies a 

fniſhed 
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finiſhed character, and daran conceals a very 
imperfect one. 5 

Thus has HonouR got an imaginary title, 
inſtead of a real one. It has loſt by its acqui- 
fitions ; and by being the particular idol of 
few, is no longer of uſe to the many. 
addin trophies are the ſpoils of its form- 
er greatnefs ; and the remembrance of what it 
was, ſerves only to heighten the ack 
idea of what it now is. It formerly conſtantly 
attended merit, as a friend and guardian; it now 
accompanies greatneſs, as a flatterer and para- 
me. 

It is a compliment to the taſte of the preſent 
age, to alledge that yoxnouR is its darling ar- 
tribute. It is in itſelf a compoſitien of every 
thing that is valuable and worthy of commenda- 
tion; and even in its degenerate ſtate, it is, in 
a degree, the picture of vIRTUE : it is finely 
drawn, but the lines are not juſt, and the co- 
tours tos glaring. The endeavours of the artiſts: 
to ſet it off to advantage, have made it more like 
a piece of gaudy pageantry, than a true copy of 
nature. 

J ?0o juſtify the truth of what I aſſert, I appeal 
to you, Mr Fitz-Adam, and beg leave to aſk 
you, what are your ideas of a man, when you 
hear him particularly recommended' as a man 
of Honour ? Are your notions at all enlarged, 
in refpect to his moral charafter ? Would you 
give him the preference in your vote, as a re- 
preſentative -in parliaments ? or ſhould you con- 
ceive him to have a more than ordinary zeat 
for the true religion of his country ? Would 
you truſt him the ſooner ? or could you with 


more 
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more fafety admit him into your family, to an 
intimacy with your wife and daughters? You 
would undoubtedly rather game with him, be- 
cauſe he wilt not cheat; and you would be ſure 
to receive your money, "if you gained any ad- 
vantage, however his more juſt creditors might 
ſuffer. You would certainly ſhew him more 
reſpeck, becauſe you dare not affront him; Ho- 
NOUR, being a thing of fo very delicate a nature, 
that the leaſt indignity endangers its deſtruction: 
having loſt its true eſſence, it can only be ſup- 
ported by the courage and zeal of thoſe, who 
will not ſuffer its title ro be diſputed. 

What is become of poor HonesTyY ? Is ſhe 
confined to the habitations of Mark and Min- 
cing-lane * Dare ſhe not appear in the polite 
world ? I make no doubt the is as frequent in 
her viſits there, as in any other place; but for 
want of a proper dreſs, ſhe is obliged to be in- 
cog. She is not a little afraid of the pert raillery 
of HONOUR, whom ſhe would be ſure to meet 
in her travels to thoſe parts, of the town; and as 
the latter is a burleſque on her character, ſhe 
chuſes always to avoid her. 

Her name ſeems to be quite baniſhed to the 
unbre4 world, and is ſo much out of vogue at 
preſent, that an HONEST MAN as certainly means 
a tradeſman; as a MAN of HONOUR does a gentle- 
man. 

The word is fairly worn out: it has been ſo 
long in mercantile hands, that it is no longer 
fit for gentlemen. They have laid it afide by 
univerſal conſent, and beſtowed it, with their 
old cloaths, on their ſervants and dependents. 

The ladies, who form the moſt conſiderable 

part 
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part of the faſhionable world, have a peculiar 
ſort of HonouUR of their own. They entrench 
not upon that, already apprepriated to the other 
ſex, but take it where the men leave it. Con- 
ſcious of their own frailties and infirmities, they 
are not aſhamed to invoke its aid and aſſiſtance, 
to guard them in a part, where they are moſt li- 
able to ſurprize. No other branch of their con- 
duct comes within the juriſdiction of HoxOUR ; 
for HONOUR, at preſent, is no more than what 
the world expects from you; they are at free 
lüberty in every other artic e; and, like our 
original parents, have but one thing prohibited. 

The different value and credit of particular 
virtues, ac ſeveral periods of time, would form 
a very entertaining and uſeful hiſtory ; and by 
looking back into former times, and obſerving 
the different faces and changes that virtue has 
appeared in, we might reduce it to a degree of 
calculation, and form a tolerable conjecture when 
any particular ſpecies of it would again come 
into fathion, The preſent rage for liberty will 
not eaſily admit of many articles of belief; they 
are a degree of ſervitude of the mind, which we 
diſdain : but as it is very proper to obſerve ſome 
appearance of religion, we valuntarily give up 
the freedom of the body, to preſerve that of the 
mind; and admit of ſome regulations and re- 
ſtrictions, which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, as in- 
diſpenſibly neceflary to maintain the conneCtions 
of ſocial life. | 

But the body is full as rebellious as the mind, 
and has as ſtrong an averſion to reſtraint ; for 
which reaſon it has been found expedient to 
grant ſome degree of indulgence, to _— 
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between pleaſure and ſtrict virtue, and to make 
a compromiſe between the ſeveral duties, and moſt 
prevailing paſſions. Ted -- 275 

To form this alliance, and ſtrengthen it by 
the fir meſt tie, the word HNO OUR was introdu- 
ded; a word very much the favourite of vir- 
tue, apd ſo enchanting in its ſound, that vice 
could make no objection. She conſented; but 
on theſe conditions, that ſhe ſhould have a due 
proportion of advantage; and if it was allowed 
to keighten many virtues, it ſhould likewiſe be 
permitted to cover almoſt an equal degree of 
vice. Thus it is made to ſerve both as a cor- 
dial and palliative; it exalts the character of 
virtue, and takes off from the deformity of vice. 
But the mixture is ſo unnatural, that the poiſon 
gets the better of the medicine; and if ſome. 
ſtrong antidote is not ſpeedily applied, all the 
humours will be vitiated, and the whole maſs 
corrupted. | 

No perſon who is any ways converſant in an- 
tiquity can be ignorant of the allegorical ſitua- 
tion of the temples of VixgTUuE and Honour 
at Rome. They were ſo placed, that there was 
no entrance into the latter, but through the 
former; which has given riſe to a very beautiful 
thought in Cicero's firſt oration againſt Verres. 
Bo:h theſe temples were built by Marcellus, 
whoſe original deſign was to have placed the 
two goddeſſes in one temple : but the prieſts, 
who are always for extending the plan of cere- 
monial religion, would not permit itz which 
obliged him to alter his firſt intention. But he 
purſued the meaning of it, by building two tem- 
pcs contiguous to each other, and in ſuch a 
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fituation, that the only avenne to the temple of 

Hoxovur ſhould be through the temple of. VR» 

TUE; leaving by this emblem a very elegant 

and uſeful leſſon to poſterity, that v Tos is the 
only direct road to Hox ox. 

It is impoſſible to have too great a regard 
and eſteem for a man of ſtrict Hoxovr; but 
then let him prove his right to this title, by the 
whole tenor of his actions. Let him not hold 

= ſome doctrines in high eſtimation, and reject 
others of equal importance: let him neither at- 
tempt to derive his character, or form his con- 
duct from faſhion or the opinion of others: let 
a true moral rectitude be the uniform rule of his 
actions; and a juſt praiſe and approbation will be 
their due reward. 
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To Mr FiTz-ADAaM. 
S 1 Ry 8 

HE want of happineſs has been the per- 
petual complaint of all ranks and condi- 
tions of men, from the beginning of the world to 
the Rn times: and at the rate they ſtill go 
on, it is abſolutely impoſſible that the complaint 
mould ceaſe. Happineſs is a fruit always within 
| their reach, but they will not give themſelves 
| the trouble to gather it. It is hourly at their 

| 

| 


doors as a friend, but they will not let it in. - It 
ſolicits them in every ſhape, yet they reject its 
offers. Ignorance and indolence are its conſtant 
enemies. 


. 2 Moſt 
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Moſt people have parts and application ſuffi- 
cient to learn the eaſy rules of Whiſt, Crib 
and Cheſs; and as ſoon as they are informed 
(what they little ſuſpect, and will be delighted to 
hear) that Happineſs is a Game, and a much 
greater and deeper one than even Pharo or 
Hazard, I make no doubt that men, women, 
and children, will immediately ſet themſelves to 
learn the rules and fineſſes of this important 
PLAY: 

When they are ſatisfied it is a game that 
will be univerſally uſed in all companies in town 


and country, what mortal will be fo ſtupid as 


not to learn it in ſome degree of perfection ? 
For who, without the greateſt gratitude, can 
ellect upon the benevolence of nature, that bas 
introduced felicity into the world, in the wel- 
come and ever- faſhionable guiſe of deep play, 
and high gaming ? 

This divine attainment could not have been 
annexed to books and learning; head-achs, per- 
petual reaſonings, and fierce diſputations, would 
have embarraſled every ſtep : neither could it 
have been coupled to riches, which are ever at- 
tended with care and anxiety. If poverty and 
contentment had been the vehicles appropriated 
to convey it, a fickly calm would have ſtag- 
nated all activity. Had it been given to political 
purſuits, how could it have been reconciled to 
the deſultory fentiments of majorities and mi- 
norities? Therefore bountifal nature has annex« 
ed it to Carns, and ſeaſoned it to the palates 
of mankind, by the fpirit of gaming, which the 
has almoſt equally infuſed into all her rational 
children. 


Vor. IV. * + | Now 
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Now as I have always profeſſed myſelf a 
great friend and admirer of PLar, I ſhall en- 
deavour to lay down a few of the moſt certain 
rules, by which all perſons may be inſtructed in 
the art of playing at this ROYAL GAME of Har- 
PINESS. And I am the more willing to promote 
the knowledge of this game, as it depends ra- 
ther upon ſkill and addreſs, than chance and 
fortune. It is not played with ever-dangerous 
dice, like Back-gammon or 'Trick-track : nor 
ke Bragg, by audacity of countenance, and po- 
lite cozenage; and though, like Picquet, there is 
much putting out and taking in, yet every card 
is playable. _ 

1 am elated with pleaſure, when I conſider 
that I am going to teach miſerable mortals . this 

eat Gau: which, without vanity, I may 
lay, is making them a-preſent of more than a 
fixth ſenſe, and enabling them to exerciſe their 
five primary ones in the moſt delightful manner. 
I need not here expatiate upon the pleaſures of 
PLay, the firſt paſtime of infancy, and the ul- 
timate amuſement of decrepid age ; the faculty 
which moſt diſtinguiſhes the rational from the 
brute creation ; that levels the lacquey with the 
prince, and the humble cinder-wench with the 
ſtately dutcheſs; the cement of all true ſociety, 
which by diſcarding volumes of words, confines 
all wit, ſenſe, and language, within the limits of 
half a ſcore ſhort and Fgnificant ſentenoes. How 
admirable is the ſagacity of the adepts ! or, in 
other words, the people of faſhion ] who are 
perpetually taking into their hands, and dealing 
about moſt liberally, all that is deſirable in the 
world! For though the uneducated claſs of 
| | mortals 
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mortals may think a club is but a club, and a 
ſpade a ſpade, theſe exalted and illumined cha- 
rafters thoroughly comprehend, that clubs de- 
note power, diamonds riches, ſpades induſtry, 
and hearts popularity and affections of every 
fort. From this conſideration, I never enter a 
great apartment without being ſtruck with ſo- 
temnity and awe. I look upon the different 
contenders at each table, as ſo many mighty 
giants, toſſing about with ſtupendous ſtrength 
theſe glorious ſymbols of every thing valuable in 
the creation. 

What giggling miſs ſhall hereafter preſume 
to diſturb theſe rites with. more than female le- 
vity ? What puny ſenator ſhall dare here to re- 
eollect the politics of either houſe, the partial in- 
tereſt of inſignificant iſlands and nations, whoſe 
comparative greatneſs is loſt In ſuch a ſcene 
where every motion decides the-fates of kings and 
queens, and every ordinary trick includes as much 
wiſdom and addreſs, as would ſet up a moderate 
politician, ſtateſman, or miniſter ? I conſider 
theſe aſſemblies as the great academies of educa- 
tion, and obſerve with pleaſure, that all parents, 
guardians, and huſbands, are bringing their fami- 
lies to town, for at leaſt 6x months in the year, 
to take the advantage of theſe noble ſchools and 
well-inſtituted ſeminaries. e 7 

What. ideas. muſt we. form of the hoſpitable 
inhabitants of a great capital, where the houſes 
and heads. of the moſt reſpectable families are 
night after night devoted to public benefit and 
nſtruction I How much ſuperior are theſe to the 
porticos, gardens, and philoſophic ſchools, that 
rendered the names of Athens and Rome ſo 

G 2 greatly 


7 
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greatly celebrated! Here our daughters are 
capacitated 'to marry the firſt prince that may 
happen to aſk them, inſtead of falling the un- 
happy victims of the narrow domeſtic views of 
ſome neighbouring country gentleman. And 
here the married ladies are taught to paſs the 
winter evenings without a yawp, even in the 
abſence of their buſbands. ' Here they colle& 
that treaſure of maſculine knowledge, thoſe ele- 

t ideas and reflections, that wondertully al- 
leviate the ſolitude of the old family manſion, 
where, amidſt the cawing of rooks, the murmur- 
ing of ſtreams, and fragrant walks of flowering 
ſhrubs, they wait the return of winter with a phi- 
loſophie compoſure. 

But I am wandering from my purpoſe, and 
expatiating upon general PLay, when I intended 
only to teach my new and great Game of Har- 
PINESS, which will render the whole univerſe 
like one grand aſſembly, or rout. - 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals ! that 
the game called HapIxEss is played with packs 
of cards, each pack conſiſting of three hundred 
and fixty-five different cards; the backs of which, 
inſtead of being white, are of a duſky ſooty co- 
lour. Every ſeventh card is equivalent to a court 
card, of which there are fifty-two in each pack; 
and upon playing properly theſe court cards, the 
fortunate event of the game is thought greatly to 
depend. 

It is played from one to any number of play- 
ers. The game of one is the leaſt entertaining: 
the game of two is much applauded by lookers 
on; but as a greater number muſt naturally 


give more variety to the game, a party of tea 
or 
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or a dozen is the moſt deſirable ſet, though the 
players may be ſuhject to many revokes. Great 
lovers of the game are indeed fond of fitting 
down to a crowded table; but it is generally ob- 
ferved, that an inattentive and ſlovenly manner” 
of playing is too often the conſequence. One 
pack of cards will laſt a conſiderable time, as 
may be conjectured from their ſooty backs, inaſ- 
much as the greateft players are ſeldom known 
to pay for more than threeſcore and ten packs 
during the whole courſe of their lives. 

They that have the moſt tricks win the largeſt 
diviſion of the ſtake ; but every player gets ſome- 
thing, beſides the great pleaſure of playing, which 
is thought to be ſuperlative. . 

This great Gau partakes of tenden 
of all other games You are often piqued and re- 
piqued, as at Picquet. You are ſometimes beaſt- 
ed, as at Quadril e; often checked, as at cheſs; 
put back, as at the game of Gooſe ; and fubje& 
to nicks, after the manner of Hazard:. It differs 
in one particular from ali other games, viz. that 
the ſharper is always ſure to be over - matched by. 
the fair player. 

It would fill a large volume, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
to recount all the varieties of this truly Royar. 
GaMe ; and already I am afraid of having tranſ- 
8 the bounds of your paper: Ihali there- 

re defer the rules I promiſed at the beginning 
of this letter to another opportunity, at which 
time I ſhall take care to make the meaneſt of your 
readers an adept at HaPPINEss. - | 

lam, SIR, 
Your molt humble ſervant; 


Ls Th 
G-3. Nuus 
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Nuns. 168. Taurxsbav, 18 March 17 56. 


— * 


To Mr Frrz-Apanu. 
SIR, 


VER Y diſquiſition that tends to remove 

the pre judices and enlighten the underſtand- 
ings of mankind, though it may chance to come 
from an obſcure hand, will not be without its ad- 
mirers and advocates in this learned and truly 
philoſophical age. It is needleſs then to make 
any apology for defiring you to print this. 

{ ſet out in life with a good ſhare of medical 
Kill, botany, chymiſtry, anatomy, and natural 
philoſophy; in the laſt of which eſpecially I 
excelled : ſeldom failing to inveſtigate the effici- 
ent cauſe of any phenomenon : and being ſenſible 
of my own ſuperior abilities, I never was fo 
mean-ſpirited as to give up a diſputed point. But 
from two or three failures in practice, when the 
medicines had not the effect I intended, and in- 
deed once when they had, in relieving a nymph 
at fix months end from a diſorder which would 
have laſted nine, my buſineſs and my fees began 
to fall ſhort. 

I muſt confeſs myſelf ſhocked to find merit ſo 
diſregarded, and determined to ſearch out what 
faculty there might be in the mind of man, that 
could induce him to treat with contempt and in- 
gratitude any perſon who profeſſed a deſign of 
ſerving him. 'This led me into moral inquiries, 
in which I ſoon made ſufficient progreſs : and 

being 
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being perſuaded that it vas incumbent upon every 


rational member of ſociety to communicate hap- 
pineſs, as far as his influence may extend, I 
kept not the reſult of my enquiries ſecret, but 
formed a club of the thinking part of my ac- 
quaintance, to whom with the greateſt freedom 1 
imparted my ſpeculations z. and, in ſpite of pre- 
judice, inculeated many important truths. Theſe 
I onee thought of making more public from the 
preſs ; but there is no neceſſity for it, ſeeing the 
noble and better fort of philoſophers are confeſ- 
fedly of my opinion, and diſcard with one voice 
all that metaphyſical jargon, which would per- 
ſuade us to believe the immateriality of the foul 
and a future ſtate. Our ſentiments are calculated 
univerſally to promote human felicity, as they 
free the mind from any terrors and diſagreeable 
apprehenſions. It certainly then becomes the 
duty of every one who would be deemed bene» 
volent, to propagate, as far as poſhble, principles 
of ſuch manifeſt utility. But we muſt expect 
oppoſition to this ſalutary deſign, from thoſe -1 98 
make a gain of the prejudices of the world. They 
will never be ſo diſintereſted as eaſily to forego 
the great emoluments ariſing thence. And per- 
haps ſome thinking men (ſince moral virtues are 


indiſpenſibly neceſſary to the well-being of the 


community). may judge it not quite ſo proper to 
looſe the vulgar at once from all ties, except ſuch 
as ariſe from the inherent rectitude or depravity 
of actions. 

J have a ſcheme to obviate this, to-which no 
rational objection can be made. I acknowledge 


_ myſelf indebted to an ingenious Spaniſh author 


for the Exit hint; but as he did not purſue his 
reaſoning 
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reaſoning ſo far, either for want of abilities, or 


through fear of the inquiſition, I may juſtly af- 


fume to myſelfthe merit of the invention. This 


author tells us, Phyſicians ſeeing the great pow- 
« er the temperament of the brain hath in mak- 


e ing a man wiſe and prudent, have invented a 


« certain medicine, compoſed in fuch a manner, 
« and replete with ſuch qualities, that being 
* taken in-proper doſes, it renders a man capable 
« of reaſoning better than he could before, 
They call it the Confection of Wiſdom.” Now 
if there is a medical compoſition known (as from 
this authority we have ſufficient reaſon to believe) 
that will improve the rational faculties, and ils 
lumine the underſtinding,, we may with equal 
truth aſſert, there are to be found medicines: 
which will curb the prſſions, thoſe great obſtacles: 
to moral virtue, and make men live according to 
the fitneſs of things. 

The thinking part of man being allowed to 
be a modification of matter, it muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be a part of the body; at leaſt it is ſo ſtrictly 
united and adherent to it, that in all things it 
ſuffers with, and cannot by any arguments of 
reaſon be proved capable of exiſting without it. 
Hence it will indiſputably follow, that all the 
powers of the mind, even the moral faculties, are 
inſeparably connected with the temperament. and 
habit of that body of which ſhe is part. Info- 
much that prudence (the foundation of all mo- 
rality) as well as juſtice, fortitude, and tempe- 
rance (the other cardinal virtues) and their oppo- 
fites, entirely depend upon the conſtitution. It 
will therefore become the province of the phyſi- 
cian to extirpate the vicious habits of W 


+ » 
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and introduce the contrary; to ſuppreſs luxury, 
and create chaitity z to make the fooliſh prudent, 
the proud humble, the avaricious liberal, and the 
coward valiant, And all this is eaſy to be done, 


by the aſſiſtance of alterative medicines, and by a 
properly- adapted regimen, that ſhall be perlective 


of each virtue, and repugnant to each vice. 

In confirmation of my ſentiments, I could 
quote the fathers of phyſic, Hippocrates and Ga- 
len, as well as Plato and Ariſtotle, the chief of 
philoſophers. But an example will be of more 
real authority than a multiplication of quotations. 
Man will be impelled to act by thoſe appetites, 
good or bad, which ariſe from the habit of his 
conſtitution : the phyſician then who can alter 
his conſtitution, may make the vicious become 
virtuous. And moral philoſophers greatly err, 
when they do not avail themſelves of the —_ 
of medicine, which only by changing the tempe- 
rament of the body, will force the mind to re- 
l:h virtue, and diſtaſte vice. If a moralift un- 
dertakes to reform a luxurious perſon, who gives 
himſelf up to high living and laſcivious indul- 
gences, by treating him according to the rules 
of his art, what means would he uſe to inſtill the 


principles of temperance and chaſtity, that they 


thould take ſuch deep root in the mind, as con- 
ſtantly and uniformly to influence his conduct ? 
He will ſet out by ſhewing him the deformity of 
temperance and debauchery, and enumerating 
all that train of evils which proceed from ſuch 
courſes: and if the patient has not entirely got 
over the prejudices of a ſuperſtitious education, 


he will endeavour to affright him by a terrible 


detail of thoſe incxpreſſible miſcries his ſoul is in 
danger 
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danger of ſuffering hereafter, if death ſhould ſur. 


prize him without giving him time to repent and 
forſake his debaucheries. After this he will ad- 


_ viſe him to faſt and pray, ſleep little, and avoid 


the company of women ; and perhaps to wear 
hair-cloth, to macerate his body by rigorous au- 
ſterities, and keep it under by bloody diſcipline, 
Theſe methods, if he continues long to practiſe 
them, will render him pallid and feeble, and fo 
far different from what he was, that, inſtead of 
running after women, and placing his ſummum 
bonum in good eating and drinking, he will ſcarce 
bear to hear a female mentioned, and nauſeate 
the very thoughts of a ſumptuous entertainment, 
The moraliſt ſeeing the man ſo changed, will be 
apt to impute the whole to his art, and ſuppoſe 
the habits of temperance and chaſtity come from 
I know not whence, and are the effect of his ra- 
tiocination. The phyſician knows the centrary, 
and is fully ſenſible they proceed from the languid 
and debilitated ſtate of the body: for if this be 
reſtored to its priſtine vigour, the patient will 
ſoon return to his old practices of exceſs and riot. 
Daily experience muſt convince us of this. What 
we have proved of luxury and chaſtity, will in 
the ſame manner hold good with regard to all 
other vices and virtues; becauſe each has its pro- 


- per temperament of body peculiarly adapted to 


it. Bleeding then and bliſtering, cupping and 
purging, may be uſefully adminiſtered in mental 
as well as corporal diforders. A briſk ſalivation 
may cure the mind and body both, of a venereal 
taint; and a ſtrong emetic may have a more ſa- 
lutiferous effect than barely cleanſing the ſtomach 
of an Epicure. | | 

I could 


r 
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I could add many more inſtances, but have 
already ſaid enough to evince the rationality and 
practicablity of my ſcheme; and being deter- 
mined not to loſe the honour of my inventions, 1 
do not care to diſcover too much, leſt ſome paltry 
plagiary ſhould, with ſome little variation, obtrude 
them upon the world as his own. I have with 
great labour and thought reduced the whole to a 
complete ſyſtem, and am compiling a didactic 
treatiſe of all the vices incident to human nature, 
and their different degrees, with the ſymptoms 
prognoftic and diagnoſtic, the curatory indications, 
and a proper dietetic regimen to be obſerved in all 
caſes. The whole will be comprized in ten vo- 
lumes folio: and when the work is quite ready for 
the preſs, I may perhaps venture to publiſh pro- 
poſals more at large, with aſpecimenannexed. But 
as your paper is generally well received by good 
company, I thought this would be no improper 
method of communicating the firſt hint of my de- 
ſign, that I may judge from what the intelligent 
fay of this, how they will reliſh the larger work 6f 

S1R, 
Your humble ſervant, 
ACADEMICUS. 


Pe CET 
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EX following letters have lain by me ſome 
time. The writers of them will, I hope, 
excuſe me for the delay, and for the few alter- 
ations which L judged it neceilary to make in 


To 


them. 


* a 
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To Mr Fitz-Apan. 

In a late paper you have declared abfolutely 
againſt total nakedneſs in our ſex, and by others 
you have given us to underitand that we are very 


impolitic in our late near approaches to it: for 
that while we are leaving little or nothing for 


imagination 40 exerciſe itſelf upon, or for cu- 


riofity to deſire, we are certainly loſing our hold 
upon the men. But I cannot ſay, that ſince I have 
undreſſed myſelf to the utmoſt extent of the fa- 
ſhion, I have fewer admirers than when I ap- 
peared like a modeſt woman; though, to confeſs 
the truth, I have had but one fince, that has not 
plainly diſcovered a thorough averſion to marri- 
age; and him I imprudently loſt, by granting to 
his importunity the full diſplay of my whole per- 
ſon; indeed the argument he uſed was ſo ex- 
tremely reaſonable, that I knew not how to ob- 
ject to it; and whilſt he pleaded with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, that what he requeſted as a tribute to 
love, was but à very litile more than what I daily 
laviſhed indiſcriminately on every eye, I had not 


the confidence to deny him. 


Now, Mr Fitz-Adam, as I think it not im- 


Probable, by the advances the ladies have made 


this winter towards complete nakednefs, that as 
the fummer comes on, they will incline to throw 
off all covering whatſoever, I have thought ꝓro- 
per to ſet before them the untoward effect which 

have experienced from leaving nothing to diſ- 
cover. I can aſſure them as an important truth, 
that if they have a deſire to retain even any ad- 
1 mbrers, 
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mirers, they muſt ſtop where they are, and un- 
cover no farther; or if they aim at getting huſ- 
bands, they will do wiſely to conceal, and re- 
ſerve among the acquiſitions to be obtained only 
by marriage, a great deal which they now ſhew, 
to no other purpoſe than the defeating their own 


ſchemes. 


Give me leave, Sir, to conclude this letter 
with a ſhort tranſcript from an author, who I 
believe is not unknown to you, and who has 
taken ſome pains to inſtruct the ladies in this 
particular point, 


The maid, who modeſtly conceals 
Her beauties, whilſt ſhe hides, reveals. 
Give but a glimpſe, and Fancy draws 
Whate'er the Grecian Venus was. 

From Eve's firſt fig-leaf to brocade, 
All dreſs was meant for Fancr's aid, 
Which evermore delighted dwells _ 
On what the baſhful nymph conceals. 
When Celia ſtruts in man's attire, 
She ſhews too much to raiſe deſire ; 
But from the hoop's bewitching round 
Her very ſhoe has pow'r to wound, 
am, 
Six, 
Tour maſt bumb! le TROY 
8. 


Mr. Firz-ADamy 


In this free and communicative age, in which 
buſineſs of almoſt all kinds is tranſacted by adver- 
tiſements, it is not uncommon to ſee wives and 
milch- aſſes, ſtolen horſes and ſtrayed hearts, pro- 

Vol., IV. 1 miſcuouſly 
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miſcuouſly advertiſed in one and the ſame paper 
It is a curious, and frequently an entertamin 
medley: but amidſt all the remarkable advertiſe. 
ments I have lately ſeen, I think the following 
Far the tnoſt curious; and for that reaſon, I deſire 
it may be made ſtill more public than it is already, 
by appearing in the WoRLD. | 


«WANTED, 


% A curate at Beccles in Suffolk. Enquire 
* farther of Mr Strutt, Cambridge and Yar. 
mouth carrier, who inns at the Crown, the 
corner of Jeſus-lane, Cambridge. 

N. B. To be ſpoke with from Friday noon 
&« to Saturday morning nine o'clock.” * 

I have tranſcribed this from a news-paper, 
Mr Fitz-Adam, verbatim et literatim, and muſt 
confeſs I look upon it as a curiofity. It would 
certainly be entertaining to hear the converſation 
between Mr Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmouth 
carrier, and the curate who offers himſelf. Quel- 
tionleſs Mr Strutt has his orders to enquire into 
the young candidate's qualifications, and to make 
his report to the advertiſing rector, before he 
agrees upon terms with him. But what princi 
pally deſerves our obſervation is, the propriety of 
referring us to a perſon who traffics conſtantly to 
that great mart of young divines, Cambridge. 
The advertifer might there expect numbers to 
flock to the perſon he employed, who (by the 
way) might have been ſomebody more like 1 
gentleman (no diſparagement to Mr Strutt, | 
know him not) than a Yarmouth carrier, Its 
pleaſant too to obſerve the N. B. at the end of 
the advertiſement ; it carries with it an air of fig 
| niſicance 


nificance enough to intimidate a young divine⸗ 
who might poſſibly have been ſo bold as to have 
put himſelf on an equal footing with this nego- 
tiator, if he had not known that he was only to 
be ſpoke with at ſtated hours. | | 

There are ſome of us laymen, (you, I dare 
fay, Mr Fitz-Adam, among the reit) who are 
old-· faſhioned enough to have ſome reſpect for 
the clergy; it does not therefore give us any 
pleaſure to ſee them thus advertiſed for like bar- 
bers journeymen. 

But why did not the advertiſer mention ex- 
preſsly the qualifications he expected in his cu- 
rate? That would have ſaved much trouble and 
altercation between the prolucutor and the young 
divine, I will have done, however, with this 
particular advertiſement, and leave the whole to 
your animadverſion; only deſiring that you would 
order under yourown hand, that from henceforth: 
Al advertiſements for curates ſhould be worded. _._.-_ ... 
in the following manner : PILLS 1 


«WANTED, — 425 


« A CurRATE at ***, He muſt be one. 
t that can, play at Back-gammon, and will be 
* willing to receive five-and- twenty pounds a 
« year for doing the whole duty of a pariſh, 
* while his rector receives two hundred for do- 
ing none of it. He muſt keep what company, 
and preach what doctrine bis rector pleaſes, 
Kc. &c. &c, Whoever will comply with theſe 
* reaſonable terms, may apply to , inn- 
* keeper at , for full information.” 


Lam, Sik, Yours -. 
L. L. 
N 2 Me 
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| Mr Frrz-Ap au, 

It is with pleaſure that I fee you leſs addicted 
to dreaming than moſt of your predeceflors : to 
fay the truth, I have ſeldom found you incline to 
nod; though, without any diſparagement to you, 
your betters and elders have ſometimes flept in a 
much ſhorter work. Aliquando bonus dormitt 
Homerus, was what I told my ſchool-maſter, when 
he whipt me for ſleeping over my book. 

Life has been often called a dream ; nay, we 
are told of ſome old Grecians, who uſed to he 
always in doubt whether they were aſleep or 
awake. Indeed the number of waking dreamers 
that are daily exhibiting themſelves in this me- 
tropolis is inconceivable ; even the pulpit is not 
free from them. The firſt time I ever heard the 
character of a dreamer given to a preacher, was 
on the following occaſion. A reader to a country 
cure took a printed fermon of an eminent divine 
into the pulpit with him to preach ; unfortu. 
nately it happened to be a farewell ſermon. The 
young gentleman began with acquainting the 

ople that he was then going to leave them. 
As they had never received the leaſt hint of this 
before, they were a good decal ſurprized; but 
when he concluded with telling them that he had 
been exhorting them with all diligence for ſixteen 
years (when he had hardly been with them « 
many weeks) and talked of his high dignity in 
the church, ſome of the congregation ſaid he was 
mad, moſt of them that he was dreaming. 

I could wiſh indeed that theſe dreamers in 
the pulpit would contrive to dream their own 
dreams, or that they would take care not to coa- 
vert the ſerious thoughts of others into ſomething 

wore 
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more abſurd than dreams, for want of reading be- 

forehand what they would be ſuppoſed to deliver 

as their own compoſitions. It is by way of hint 

to ſuch dreamers that I have told this ſtory, which 

being the principal purpoſe of my loner I ſhall 
24d no more, than that 

I am, S1 R,. 
Your moſt humble "LS, ks 
A. 8. 


— — 
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Pet mortem nobilitari volunt. Cickko. 


T AKIN G my walk of obſervation the 
other day, as is often my cuſtom, I was 
led by the courſe of my tour into one of our fa- 
mous hoſpitals. The maguificence of the build- 
ing, the order and regularity of the houſhold, the 
multitude that were received, and their N a 
accommodations, threw me naturally into a very 
pleaſing contemplation on the extenſive charity 
of my good cum rymen. From one of theſe en- 
dowed habitations I was carried on to another, 
till I believe I made myſelf acquainted with all 
the public edifices of this nature that this lar 

and opulent city abounds with. Some of them 


| found of royal and very ample mud | 


others reiſed and maintained by a ſingle and n 
vificent family, others by a joint act of the who 
people; all, ct noble in their | 
and admirably ad ted for the particular- 2227 to 


| which they were appropriated. 2 5 N 
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mired throughout the number of inhabitants thus 
perfectly provided for in every ſtage of their con- 
ditions, together with the continual increaſe of 
the fund which muſt ſupport ſuch an addition of 
charges, as I obſerved by the agumentation cf 
apartments, and decorations of more coſt, per- 
haps, than utility. Charity, thought }, works in 
ſecret; and theſe matters are of courſe hidden 
from me. But happening to turn myſelf on one 
fide of the. chamber, I diſcovered two or three 
Tong tablets, with ſeveral names inſcribed in lar 
golden characters, which in my ſimplicity I took 
for the votive hiſtories of the poor, who had felt 
the efficacy of relief under theie merciful man- 
ſions: but upon a nearer inſpection | found them 
to be no other than an enumeration of the v 
worthy and pious perſons of both ſexes, who an- 
nually or occafionaily afforded: what it pleaſed 
them in their liberali'y to beſtow. 
I was reſolved ſince chance, had thrown ſo 
much information in my way, to purſu-, againſt 
my cuſtom, the accounts of other families; whicit 
practice, however, I thought the lefs imperti- 
nent, as I could perceive no other end in their 
being placed there. Here I diſcovered a contri- 
bution that did honour indeed to the names that 
were annexed to it, and would have done fo to 
the greateſt. Ihe immenſe funs notwithſtand- 
ing that were a/ljoined to the na nes of ſeveral pri- 
vate perſons, larger than I could have ſuſpected 
to be within their power, raiſed my curioſity 
enough to make a farther· inquiry into the hiſtory 
of ſome of theſe very liberal donors; TWo of 
them I iccordingly pitched upon to be the ſubject 
of wy inveſtigation, as-they ſtood upon the . 3 
e 
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the one 2 maiden lady, who bequeathed at her- 
death five thouſand pounds to the poor of this 
hoyſe : the other, an old gentleman, who had 
ſettled, after his deceaſe, his whole eſtate upon 
them for ever. FTE | 

The good lady's ſtory cannot be better known. 
than by a letter which I received, in the courſe 
of my enquiry, from her nephew, who with three 
fitters had retired in ſorrow at their aunt's death 
to a country village, in the northern parts of this 
kingdom: it is written with ſuch plainnefs and 
ſimplicity, and is ſo much ſuited to the circum-- 
ſtances of the writer, that ] own myſel much 
captivated with my rural. correſpondent, . The 
letter is this: 


81 R, 


It is neither our inelmation, nor I am ſure our 
intereſt; to conceal any thing from you, who 
have taken ſo much generous pains in our ſer- 
vice. Your offers are received by us all moſt: 
tiankfully; but you are miſmformed as to the 
hundred pounds: for my late aunt has left every 
ſhilling to the hoſpital, after her funeral expences 
were diſcharged, which amounted to a good deal, 
as ſhe was whimſical in many articles that related 
to her burial. How ſhe paſſe! us by in this man- 
ner, is ſtill a matter of wonder and perplexity to 
us, as ſhe continued to the very day of her death 
to declare that ſhe had nobody to look upon, 
this fide of heaven, but her dear nephew and 
meces. She was accounted always a vain wo- 
man; but we thought her very religious, eſpeci- 
ally as the began to decline. For 1ogne months 

| betore 
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hefore ſhe died, ſhe never miſſed morning « 
evening ſervice throughout the week, beſides her 
private devotion in her own houſe, at which 
none of the family were ſuffered to be preſent, 
The miniſter and the would ſome times ſtay two 
or three hours together, She uſed often to dil. 
courſe upon charity, and faid the loved the poor, 
though I do not remember to have ſeen her be- 
ſtow any alms whilſt I lived with her; which ſur- 
prized us the more that ſhe ſhould leave all to 
them at her death. She has given them her pic- 
ture too, with orders that it ſhould be hung over 
the great door of the chapel. Remember, Sir, 
it is by your own delire I collect theſe trifling 
particulars, that concern ourſelves only, and the 
memory of ſo fantaſtical and unjuſt a woman; for 
ſach I muſt call her, notwithſtanding I aſſure you 
1 am perfectly and contentedly reſigned to my 


. 1 am, c. 


It was with great difficulty I could learn any 
thing relating to the old gentleman, who i, men- 
tioned to have diſpoſed of his whole eſtate in this 
manner. Thoſe of his blood and neareſt kindied 
had betaken themſelves to the loweſt ſupports 
which employment affords to the miſerable, and 
were either diſperſed in the navy, or in ſuch ſia 
tions, that all enquiries of this ſort were fruitlels, 
The very name was obliterated every where, ex- 
cept where it pointed out the diſpoſal of a very 
conſiderable fortune. All Icould gather of him 
was, that he had increaſed a very good paternal 
inheritance by every. art of thriving in trade, . | 
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js ſafely practicable: that he was always called 
in the city, a hard money- getting man; and that 
he had left his brothers, ſiſters, and grand-chil- 
dren to make their way without the leaſt provi- 
ſion or aſſiſtance. There was a ſtatue ereQting 
for him, I found by his own orders, in the hof- 
ital. 

F Thus ended my purſuit, which I quitted with- 
as much eagerneſs as it was undertaken, I was 
diſpleaſed over and over with myſelf at my ſearch, 
and wiſhed for that tranquillity of mind, which 
is always the portion of a happy ignorance, The 
ſtream, as I viewed it, was clear; and it is cer- 
tain I went out of my way to look at the fountain. 
The generoſity I at firſt contemplated with 

ture, was now enchanged for the diſguſt I felt at 
pride and injuſtice. Were ſtrokes indeed of this 
nature not ſo ſevere in their effect, there is ſome- 
thing ſo ridiculous in theſe oſtentatious charities, 
and ſuch an abſurdity in appropriations of this 
fort, under the circumſtances 7 have deferibed, 
that I confeſs I could indulge a leſs ſerious re- 
fection at the examination of them. 

The two originals above have many counter- 
paris in this nation; perſons who are frequently 
io very charitable as to reduce their whole fami- 
lies to beggary. The raiſing a church, or en- 
dowing an hcſpital, are the two main objects of 
an elderly ſinner's piety; and no matter by what 
means, ſo that the end be but accompliſhed. 
This is ſuch a con pendious way of difcharging all 
the duties of life at once, and at the expence only 
of what there is no poſſibility of retaining any 
longer, that no wonder theſe ſpunges of charity 
are 


- 
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are in ſo much uſe at ſome certain periods, and a 
ſuch alone. Nein 55 . | 

1 would not dwell upon errors which J 
thought incorrigible, or endeavour to diſcover 
cauſes without, hopes of amending the effedts; 
but I am really. of opinion, that the grievances 
here ſet forth owe their birth chiefly to a few 
miſtakes, which my acceptation of the word cha- 
rity inclines me very much to rectify, for the ſer. 
vice eſpecially of theſe pious. and liberal benefac- 
tors: for ſuch I make no queſtion many of them 
are, only, as I have ſaid before, they are unfor- 
tunate enough to lie under ſome miſtakes. In the 
firſt place, therefore, I ſhall venture ta lay it down 
as a maxim, that there is no ſuch thing as poſt» 
humous charity. There may be equity, and there 
may be propriety, in a laſt deſignation of earthly 
goods, but real or intrinfic. generoſity or benevo - 
lence there can be none. 2 | 


eZ „ - 


— A more pyris veſci C alaber jubet Boſſes. = 


It is a modern ſuppoſition, nouriſhed. by hope 
and weakneſs, that leads people to reckon upon 
an act, that does not take place whilſt they are 
alive. I do not remember that any one of the 
apoſtles, the preachers and examples of every 
ſocial obligation, ever enforced the duty of telta- 
mentary acts of goodneſs : Nor did David ſet apart 
a charge upon the revenue his ſon was to enjoy 
after him, towards building a temple, which he 
found was not to be the glory of his own reign. 
Another error which 1 hope to ſet right, 
ariſes from the general idea of poverty, 2 
, ems 
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ſeems not be very well ſettled. The poor under 
your eye, and the poor unborn, ſtand in a very 
different relation of indigence together. Thus a 
crippled pennyleſs ſiſter, or an iufirm couſin, are 
thought by no means equal objects of bounty 
with the future offspring of a future beggar. - All 
that I have to ſay to a perſuaſion of this ſort is, 
that J will affirm, a relation or dependent left to 
ſtarve, is in every article as true a beggar as any 
between St. Paul's and St. Peter's. Upon the 
whole, fince money has no currency on the other 
fide of the grave, and no real value but in its ap- 
plication on this, I could wiſh the laſt diſpoſition 
of it were a little better conſidered. It is but 
reaſonable ſurely, to expect that thoſe who do no 
good with it whilſt they live, ſhould do leſs miſ- 
chief with it when they die. 


* 
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HERE is no privilege of which an Eng- 
liſhman is fo jealous, nor for which he 

ſo highly values the conſtitution of his country, 
as the liberty that is allowed him, not only of 
thinking as he pleaſes, but of generouſly com- 
municating his thoughts to the public, This 
glorious charter, limited as it is, and ought to 
be, by wholeſome laws, has infinite advantages 
derived from it; particularly as it tends to cul- 
tivate the liberal arts, and helps to carry on the 
great work of ſcience. But whether it is al- 
ways for the improvement of our taſte, any 
more 
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more than our morals, that we ſhould be 4. 
- lowed to realize our ſentiments, eſpecially where 
the object falls immediately under the public 
eye, is a queſtion that may perhaps admit of 
debate. h 

Thus, for inſtance, if an ingenious gentle. 
man, for the greater embelliſhment of his private 
library, ſhould think proper to erect the head, 
or even the entire figure of a ſhaking Mandy. 
rine, between the buſts of Tully and Demoſt. 
henes, or to exalt the divinities of Pekin to the 
ſame degree of honour in. his gallery that he 
has already paid to the Grecian Venus and 
Apollo, it would be an infringement upon Britiſh 
liberty to check his devgtion. But if the ſame 
3nnovating taſte ſhould intrude upon the muſe 
ſhrine in our public ſeats of learning, I ſhould 
with for ſome authority to ſtop ſo ſacrilegious an 
attempt. 

The fame care ſhould extend even to out 
amuſements: I do not mean to debar any d 
them from their right of appearing as often as 
their patrons pleaſe to call for them; I would 
only aſſign them the proper limits of time and 
place, and prevent their bringing any confuſion 
upon themſefves and others. It is certainly very 
juſt, that Harlequin ſhould flouriſh with his 
dagger of lath, and invert the order of nature, 
whenever he finds it neceſſary; but though | 
am delighted with the ingenuity of my party- 
coloured friend, it would grieve me to ſee him 
ſo far miſtake his talents, as to introduce himſelf 
very familiarly into the company of Shakeſpeare 
and Johnſon. 

To carry this obſervation a little bight 


* 
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think any one of our public entertainments, that 
more peculiarly belongs to the refined part of 
the world, ſhould be preſerved from any alloy- 
ing mixture that may fink and debaſe its value, 
or make us look upon its ſtandard below the 
original worth that it pretends to claim. It is 


the preſent ſtate of our Italian opera, which 
ſeems to be continually declining, without any 
friendly-hand to interpoſe, which might reſtore 
it to its native purity, or preſerve it from total 
decay. But before this kind reformer can be 
met with, or if any ſach ſhould appear, before 
his endeavours could hope for any ſucceſs, it will 
be proper to examine our own - taſte, to find 
whether it will ftand the trial, and whether we 


ll applied. 
At preſent our attention ſeems to be fo en- 
tirely fixed upon Alk, that we think nothing 


ny of enhances the value of an opera ſo much, as al- 
ten 2 lowing the performers to introduce their own 
would favourite ſongs at pleaſure ; and this elegant aſ- 
e and ſortment, ſelecte from dramas of oppoſite ſub- 


jects, written by poets of irreconcileable geniuſſes, 


very and ſet to muſic by compoſers of contrary feel- 
h his ings, is ſerved up, to our inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
ature, tion, and eagerly devoured under the modith tile 
zgh | of a PasTICC10. : 
party- f I may be permitted to enter into a ſerious 
e him diſquiſition of this entertainment, after what I 
imſelt Wi have ſaid of it in a former paper, I muſt beg 
ſpeare leave to obſcrve, that the Italian opera carries 


much more mean ng i1 it than one part of its 
audience is poſſibly aware of, and many of the 


Vol. IV. I + other 


upon this account that I cannot enough lament - 


ſhould not think his care very impertinent and 
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other part are willing to allow; but it is there. 
fore neceſſary to chuſe Metaſtafio for the 
upon whoſe ſingle merit this ſpecies of drama 
muſt ſtand or fall. 1 | 
And here, notwithſtanding the laudable pu- 
tiality which directs us to give the palm to our 
own countrymen, it muſt be confeſſed that this 
Foreigner has at leaſt as good a title to it as any 
Engliſh tragedian of this century; and if (like 
them too) he has not the advantage of ſtriking 
- out much that is new, he has the happineſs of 
throwing an air of novelty upon the ſentiments 
which he adopts, by the agreeable dreſs he gives 
them, and the advantageous point of view in 
which they are placed. | 
It would be exceeding the bounds of, this paper 
to dwell upon every peculiar excellency ; but it 
is no more than juſtice to enter into a fair ex 
minatien, and, without any. invidious compa- 
riſon, to enquire whether his thoughts are not 
as pure and as claſſical, his language as exprel- 
ſive and poetical, his characters as diſtinctly 
marked, as ſtrongly ſupported, and as judiciouſly 
finiſhed, his conduct of the drama as well car- 
ried on, and leading as clearly to the grand ca- 
taſtrophe, as thoſe among the moſt admired of 
our modern writers. In the laſt circumſtance 
he has a difficulty in his way, which the ableſt 
hand would ſometimes be at a loſs to remove: 
as the nature of this work requires every thing 
to be brought to a happy concluſion, it cannot 
but be obſerved with how maſterly a ſtep he de- 
viates from the true to the feigned event, without 
confuſion, or ſwerving from the intention of hi 
original plan. | . 
U 
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But it is not ſufficient to examine Metaſta- 
ſio's pretenſions by the common rules of cri- 
ticiſm ; there is much more required of him than 
of the ordinary tragic poet; not only as he is 
confined to the meaſure of three acts, but even 
thoſe muſt be concifely managed, to avoid the 
drowſineſs of a weary recitative. Hs dialogue 
therefore, and even his narration, is ſhort as it is 
clear; a ſignificant expreſſion, ſometimes a ſingle 
word, conveys a Whole - ſentiment, and that 
without leaving room for doubt, or throwing 
the leaſt obſcurity. His ſoliloquies, where the 
compoſer has an opportunity of introducing the 
accompanied recitative; perhaps the moſt noble 
part of an opera, are not only diſtinguiſhed by 
the fineſt touches of poetry, but abound in all 
that variety and tranſition of paſſions, which 
natural.y work in the human mind, when it is 
wrought up to the height of its diſtreſs, His 
ſongs and chorufſes, where all the power of 
mulic ought to combine, are made up of ſenti- 
ment; theſe indeed are ſo finely imagined, and 
finiſhed with ſo happy an elegance, that per- 
haps they would not ſuffer even by appearing 
among the ancient Lyric writers. hy Bob 8 

If this be true of -our poet (and ſurely it is 
but juſtice to allow him this) let us bring him 
upon the ſtage, attended as he ought. And 
here it is not enough, that the compoſer be 
thoroughly ſkilled in all the art of muſic, and 
feel the whole force of it, but he mult partake 
of the poet's ſpirit, catch the flame through every 
ſcene, and be ſo far wrapt in the genius of 
his author, as to preſerve the ſame caſt of ſen- 
ument through the whole work. This indeed 

I 2 | is 


D 


* 
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is ſo neceſſary an attention to his character, that 
a ſingle compoſer, though but of the ſecond claſs, 
who ſhall follow him with affection, and enter 
into a ſocial feeling with him as far as he is ca- 
pable, will do him more juſtice than a ſuite of 
the ableſt maſters at his heels, who perform 
their alternate ſervices, and conſider his ideas 
feparately, withont having regard to the anion 
and harmony of the whole. 

But let the poet and his attendant harmo- 
niſt be ever 1ſo happily united, there is ſtill a 
reaſoning, but perhaps not the more feeling pan 
of mankind, who will by no means allow the 
opera any dramatic merit, and conſequently de. 
prive it at once of its diſtinguiſhing worth, 
Their judgment, it ſeems, is irreparably hurt, 
in finding heroes conquering, rivals contend- 
ing, lovers deſpairing, to the ſound of muſit; 
and they cannot reconcile it to their ſenſes, that 
people who ſcem diſcourſing upon very intereſt- 

ing ſubjects, ſhould be obliged to do it by time 
and meaſure. The learned among theſe will 
probably meet with an apology, from ſomething 
11milar upon the Grecian ſtage, and the others 
will do well to conlider whether they are not 
literal critics in muſic, as grammarians are in 
learning; perhaps they cannot ſeparate from 
harmony the idea of the fiddle- ſtrings and pipes, 
any more than theſe can from language the in- 
variable chime of adverb, conjunction, and pre- 
poſition : wherzas the muſic we are ſpeaking 
of is the voice of nature, in her various accents 
of joy, grief, rage, la mentation, pity, or deſpair. 
The notes inde-d are diveſted of their wildnefs, 


have their temperaments, cadences, and * 
ut 
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but they ſeem to be no other than the laws 
which nature has ſet them, and their bounds 
are too nicely concealed to have the appearance 
of borrowing any thing from art. 

A diſtinguiſhing ear, or rather a feeling heart, 
that yields to the impreſſion which a noble ac- 
companiment carries with it, will be ſo far from 
calling off his attention from the principal part, 
er conſidering the additional harmony as the 
effect of mechanic art, that it will more inti- 
mately ſtrike him as a ſympathetic ſenſe, which 
ariſes in the mind itfelf, unconnected and inde- 

dent of any aſſiſtance from without. Even 
thoſe whoſe ideas are leſs abſtracted, but who 
have ſouls prepared for the reception of harmo- 
ny, when they hear from the orcheſtra, the ani- 
mating ſtrains, or. dying falls, as Shakeſpeare 
expreties it, will, without any critical reflections, 
conſider them as having the ſame effect upon 
the ear, as a well-painted fcene upon the eye, 
where that man would ſurely wrong his imagi- 
nation much, who, inſtead of indulging it in the 
ſuppoſed reality of rocks, woods, and rivers, 
ſhould check his feeling at once, and conſider 
every thing before him merely as canvas and 
colours, * 1 | 
If theſe obſervations are at all founded upon 
truth, an opera, well conducted, muſt be one of 
the nobleſt repreſentations that lies within the 
reach of mimic art, and conſequently «there 
cannot be too much eare and attention employ- 
ed to produce it with every advantage. How 
this will beſt be effected, may perhaps be worth 
the inquiry; but it can only be ſo upon a ſup- 
polition that the thing itſelf has really a. exeat 
06 I 3 thare 


N 
| 
l 
| 


x02 Tut WORLD. Nom 


ſhare of that merit which it pretends to aſſume. 
There cannot tndeed' be a ftronger ridicule than 
to give an air of importance to amuſements, 
if they are in themſelves contemptible and void 
of real taſte ; but if they are the object and care 
of the judicious and pokte, and really deſerve 
that diſtinction, the conduct of them is certainly 
of conſequence, as that alone will determine 
the public approbation, and by that only their 


patrons can prefide over them with dignity. 


— 
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To Mr Frrz-Apau. 
S1R, is 


___ impatience of the public to be farther 
inſtructed in the Royaur Game of Har- 
PINESS, has no doubt been very great fince 
your pu>lication of my letter on that ſubject, 
the 11th of laſt month; for. where the ſtake is 
ſo conſiderable, the deſire of playing the game 
to the beſt advantage muſt needs be exceſſive; 
and where the cards are ſo numerons (though 
the generality of players think them too few) 

the addreſs required muſt be almoſt infinite. 
Had it not-been for this truly entertaining 
game, Adam and Eve, with, all their innocence, 
had paſſed their hours but dully even in para- 
diſe. Before the fall they played the game in its 
original purity, and with the utmoſt {kill ; after- 
wards indeed they were guilty-of many revokes 
and overſights, as were their immediate deſcend 
ants, 
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ants, though they conſumed an immenſe quan 
tity of packs of cards. Methuſelah ſpent mor e 
time at the game than any man; but with what 
ſucceſs is not abſolutely certain. Tradition, with 
tolerable exactneſs, handed down the rules of play 
from father to fon, to the death of Solomon, Who 
in his younger years was a great lover of this 

me : it afterwards became various and ancer- 
tain, by the novelties and innovations that were 
every where introduced into it. In France one 
method of play has obtained; in England ano- 
ther; in Japan it is played very different from 
what it is in Peru. 

From the corruption of this Roral. Gau 
of HayeinNgss are derived all our modern 
games: and ſo fond are we of theſe inventions, 
that the true old game is almoſt imperceptibly 
forgotten. Happy is it therefore for the world 
and me, that neither the fplendid honours of the 
bar, the reverend dignities of the church, the 
profound reſearches of phyſic, nor . the acrial 
caſtle of politics, have diverted my attention 
from the more honourable and uſeful inveſtiga» 
tion of the long-loſt rules of this Rorar Gau 
of HAPPINESS, | | 

When 1 conſidered that every ſcience has its 
myltery, that chemyſtry has its philoſopher's- 
ſtone, geometry its quadrature of the circle, aſ- 
tronomy its. longitude, mechanics its perpetual 
motion, and natural philoſophy its gravitation, 
it ſoon occurred to me that ſocial life muſt like- 
wiſe have its occult myſtery, which, like a key- 
{tone in architecture, ſuſtains and ſupports the 
whole edifice, When I conſidered the various 
and general principles cf animated life, I 227 
Y 
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ly perceived that PLAN was the great pervading 


power, from the leviathan that ſporteth in the 


waters, to the microſcopic inſect that wantons 
invifibly in the air, When J conſidered that 
the mighty fabric of the great univerſe might 
only be a GREAT GAME played at by ſuperior 
exiſtences, I was led to think that it was agree. 
able to the moſt reverential ideas of nature, to 
ſuppoſe that life was nothing elſe than Pray, 
And when I likewiſe conſidered that the paſſion 
for gaming was univerſally predominant in man- 
kind, that it was the natural remedy for all 
cares, and the only amuſement of the irkſome 
hours, I readily diſcovered that life was indeed 
nothing more than a certain term allotted to play 
at the Rorar Game of Hayeiness.: - . 

As the great fecret of this GAuE depends 
prineipally upon the playing well the court 
cards, as ſoon as I ſhall have procured a patent 
for the ſole and excluſive privilege of teaching 
twhich J make no doubt of obtaining, by the 
Favour of ſome great men, my particular friends, 
who have more than once pulled off their - hats 
to me; and one in particular, who was ſo gra- 
ciouſly condeſcending as to afk me one day whit 


o'clock it was) J ſhall then take care to appoint 


under-teachers in every pariſh, to inſtruct the 


good people in the country in the beſt and 
propereſt manner of playing the ſeventh cards, 
which, when they are thorough maſters of, they 


will ſoon become perfect in playing the other 
cards. 22 * Fix | 
Having in my former letter touched upon the 


general properties of the game, in compli- 
ance with my promiſe, I here ſubjoin the moi 


neceſ- 
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neceſſary Rules and Directions for attaining a 
thorough knowledge of this Rovar Game, 


RULES and DIRECTIONS 


| fer playing at the | 
kKOYAL GAME T HAPPINESS. 


When you begin a new game, recall to your me- 
mory the manner in which you played the fore- 
going one, that you may avoid a repetition of the 
ſam? miſtakes. | 

When you have well conſidered the card you 
are about to play, play it with ſteadineſs and 
compoſure z and be ture not to betray any ſuſpi- 
cion of your own ignorance, 

When you ſhuffle or cut, do it above-board, to 
prevent any ſuſpicion of deceit. 

If you have won a large ſhare of the ſtake, by 
playing a particular card well, be cautious of ven- 
turing it all on any ſingle card in the ſame deal, 
unleſs you play a forced game. 

Whether you play a {mall or a great game 
exert your beſt {kill; and take care not to diſ- 
cover the badneſs of your hand by peeviſhneſs or 
fretting. | 

Obſcrve the play of others, and draw conſe- 
quences from it for the improvement of your own 
game. 

It you play at court, remember to hold up 
your hand, and attend to the fineſſes of the place. 
if you play your cards well there, you may con- 
ciude yourſelf a tolerable maſter of the game. 

When you are in the country, play frequent- 
ly with your neighbours and tenants z they ge- 
ucrally play better than finer folks, and will 

a - greatly 
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greatly improve you in the plain rules of the 


ame. | | 
Avoid the general error of this game, of 
fancying that every body plays better at it than 
yourlelt. ITS 
If you agree with a lady to go halves with her, 
the agreement once made, you are not at liberty 
afterwards to find fault with her game. 
Whoever drops a card, loſes it; and one card 
loſt, is of very bad conſequence in the game. 
When a card is once played, it can never be 
recalled, 8 

Seldom play from your own hand; you win 
moſt by playing into the hands of other people. 

Teach your children to play the game early, 
and be ſure to put money in their card-purſes: 
for if they wait for it till your death, it may be 
too late to learn the game. 

Good-humour is a more neceſſary requiſite at 
this game than good ſenſe ; but where both are 
joined, ſucceſs is almoſt certain. 

The greateſt proficients in all other games, 
are the moſt ignorant at this : the beſt players 
are thoſe that practiſe moſt in their own fami- 
lies. 

Kings and Princes are generally ſtrangers to 
the game, and their miniſters want time to learn 
It. 
Great -dignitaries in. the church, and molt 
beneficed clergymen, are too indolent to play at 
it in public; and their curates are forced to be 
lookers-on, for want of a ſufficient allowance to 
pay for their cards. 

Poets and authors have ſometimes ſtruck a 
bold ſtroke in the game; but of all men —_ 
* 
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they are the moſt liable to miſtakes; and it is 
generally obſervable, that the whole table is againſt 
them. 150 a | 

Moſt new-married couples are ſucceſsful at 
firſt ſetting out; but before the whole pack is 
played, they commonly .loſe all attention to the 
ame. | | 
It is remarkable, that young people play bet- 
ter than old; for avarice is the bane of the 
ame. 4 a a 

I ſhould be tempted, Mr Fitz-Adam, to 
continue theſe my rules and obſervations, if I 
did not find myſelf running into length; and 
as it is my intention to publiſh very ſhortly a 
volume upon the ſubject, I ſhall trouble you 
no more at this time, than to aſſure you that I 


am, SIR, 
wy Your moſt faithful, 
humble ſervant, 
I. T. 


* 
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T was the advice of an old friend of mine 
upon his death-bed to his fon, who had 
been guilty of ſome enormous offences which he 
wiſhed to keep concealed, that he ſhould take 
care how he offered himſelf as a candidate for a 
ſcat in parliament z for that an oppoſition would 
be like doom's-day' to him, when all his fins 
would be remembered and brought to light. 
This is generally the caſe at elections; the 2 
1 ecre 
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ſecret actions of the candidates themſelves are 
not only revealed, but the aſhes of their anceſtors 
are ranſacked in the grave, to ſupply matter for 
ſcandal and defamation. | 

Common as this obſervation may be, it will 
enable us to account for all the malice and un- 
charitableneſs which we meet with in the world, 
We are all candidates for wealth, honour, or 
fame, and cannot bear that another ſhould ſuc- 
ceed in what ourſelves have failed. 

But why the ſpirit of defamation ſhould be 
ſo frequently exerted againſt the dead, is a matter 
fomewhat puzzling. Death, by putting an end 
to rivalſhip, ſhould, one would think, put an end 
to all the animoſities which aroſe from that rival- 
ſhip ; and the grave that buries the man, ſhould 
bury alſo his failings. But according to Shake- | 
ſpeare, 


Te Evil that men do lives after them: 
The Goop ts oft interred with their bones. 


It is indeed very hard, that death, which pays all 
other debts, ſhould be able to make no com- 
poſition with envy ; yet ſo it is; and, excepting 
2 late memorable inſtance, where the virtues of 
a great and good man were too glaring in his 
life to be forgotten at his death, I have ſcarcely 
known it to be otherwiſe. The: ladies indeed, 
whom I am always ambitious of honouring, 
have too much gentleneſs and good-humour to 
defame the dead, eſpecially their dead huſbands. 
After burying the very worſt in the world, it is 
uſual with them on a ſecond marriage with the 
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beſt, to put them daily in mind of the comply- 
ing diſpoſitions and other virtues of their poor 
dear firſt buſbu mt. 

Happy is it that the works of men of wit, 7 


learning, and genius, have juſtice done them af- 


ter their deaths; though I am apt to believe the 
merit we aſcribe to them then has its founda- 
tion in ill- nature; as by admiring the produc- 
tions of the dead, we are enabled, by the com- 
pariſon, to condemn thoſe of the living. We 
read the works of the former with a deſire to 
find out beauties, and of the latter to diſcover 
faults. Our acquaintance with an author is 
another circumſtance againſt him. We are too 
apt to connect - the: foibles of his life with what 
he writes; and if he has unfortunately wanted 
talents to thine in converſation, we are generally 
blind to the wit of his writings. The reaſon: 
ing of an atheiſt in proof of a firſt cauſe, or of 
a libertine for morality, is ſure to be laughed at 
by thoſe who know-them ; and it is only when 
a man's writings can be ſeparated from his life, 
that they will be read with. candour and impar- 
tiality, It may be obſerved farther, that in a 
country like ours, Where party is apt to influence 
ecery thing, a man that profeſſes himſelf openly 
on one ſide of the queſtion, will never be al- 
lowed the leaſt degree of merit by thoſe on the 
other. Of this the immortal Milton is a wit- 
neſs, whoſe attachments to Cromwell had thrown 
ſuch a cloud over his abilities at the reſtora- 
tion, that the copy of the nobleſt poem in the 
world was not only fold: for a mere trifle, but 
many years elapſed before it was diſcovered to 
be a work worth reading. Even Addiſon, whoſe 

Vor. IV. K + Spectators 
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Spectators and other eſſays are deſervedly the 
admiration of all who read them, and by com- 
pariſon with which it is a kind of faſhion to 
condemn all other 2 of the ſame kind, 
gives us to underſtand in his Spectator, number 
542, and elſewhere in that work, that he met 
with as many cavillers as any of his ſucceſſors. 
I have been led by theſe reflections ſeriouſly 
to conſider what method an author ought to 
take, to ſecure to his writings the approbation 
of the public while he is ſtill alive. It was the 
ſaying of doctor Radcliff to a young phyſician, 
who aſked him what he ſhould do to get prac- 
tice, © Turn atheiſt, and make yourſelf talked 
« of.” But though many a young phyſician, 
may have availed himſelf of this advice, there 
are other practices that may ſucceed better with 
an author. Perſonal ſlander has always been 
eſteemed a very excellent method, and fo indeed 
has wantonneſs; but where both are happily 
blended in the ſame work, as one ſometimes 
ſees them in very modern performances, they 
ſeldom fail of drawing the attention of the pub- 
lic. I have known naſtineſs attended with very 
happy effects, inaſmuch as it frequently ſupplies 
the want of wit, and is ſure of exciting the laugh 
in the genteeleſt companies. That the ladies 
are not diſpleaſed at it, is eaſy to be accounted 
for; naſtineſs is a ſtranger to them, and therefore 
entitled to their ref; | 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents 
for this kind of writing, there is nothing leſt 
for him that I know' of, bat to die as faſt as he 
can, that his works may ſurvive him. But the 
Aiſadvantage even in this caſe is, that ws 
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and natural deaths are but very little talked of; 
ſo that a man may give up the ghoſt to no man- 
ner of purpoſe : it is therefore moſt earneſtly to 
be recommended to all authors who are ambi- 


tious of ſudden and laſting fame, that they ſet 


about ſome device to get themſelves — 
The ſeſſions paper is more univerſally read than 
any other of the papers, and the deaths it re- 
cords are more authentic and intereſting. 
good dying- ſpeech would be an excellent preface 
to an author's works, and make every body 
purchaſers. An advertiſement like the follow- 
jog could never fail of exciting curioſity: 

«© This day are publiſhed the political, moral; 
« and entertaining works of Thomas Crambo; 
« Eſq :' now under ſentence of death in News 
« pate, for a rape and murder“ 

Under theſe circumſtances, indeed; an au- 
thor may taſte of fame before death, and take 
his leap from the cart, with this comfortable af- 
ſurance, that he has embraced the only opportu- 
= in his power of making a 3 tor his 

mily. 

If it ſhould be aſked why the having com- 
mitted a rape or a murder ſhould raiſe the cu- 
rioſity of the public to peruſe the author's works? 
the anſwer is, that people ho do ſpirited things, 
are ſuppoſed to write in 2 ſpirited manner, It 
is for this reaſon that we are fo fond of the 
hiſtories of warriors and great men,. who, though 
they have happened to eſcape the gallows, have 
done ſomething every day to ſhew that they 4 
ſerved it. 

lt is indeed as much to be wondered at as 
lamented, that while every author knows how 
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efential it is both to his fame and the ſupport of 
his family to get himſelf hanged, that we do not 
fre the words EXECUTED AT 'DYBURN, al. 
ways ſubjoĩned to his name in the title- page of 
| His works. I hope it is not that authors have 
leſs regard for their families than other men, that 
this'is not uſually the caſe: for as to the love of 
life,” we cannot ſuppoſe them to be poſſeſſed of it 
in an equal degree with other people; nor can 
poflibly be ignorant that the world will have 
a. partieular ſatisfaction in hearing that they have 
made ſo deſirable an end. TED 

As for myſelf, I am an old man, and have 
not: ſpirit enough to engage in any of thoſe en- 
izes that would entitle my works to uni- 
verſal - eſteem. It was expected, indeed; that 
when I declared in my firſt paper againſt med- 
dling with religion, I would avow myſelf an 
atheiſt in the ſecond ; but this is a difcovery 
that i have not bitherto thought proper to make: 
nor have I, by: any ſtrokes. of perſonal abuſe, 
Jewdnefs, or raſtineſs,, endeavoured to introduce 
my papers into every family. And to conſels 
the truth, I have at prefent no deſigns of com- 
mitting any capital offence, being, as I ſaid be- 
fore, too oldl to raviſh, and having too tender a 
diſpoſition to commit a murder. I ſhall there- 
fore. content myſelf with going on in the old way, 
and leave my writings to ſhift for themſelves, 
without deputing the Ordinary of Newgate to 
publiſh an account of the birth, parentage, and 
education; the trial, confeſſion, condemnation, 
and execution of the author, together with a ca- 


zalogue of the works be has left behind him. 
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T HE 1 1 has i genuine aod 


natural an air, that I cannot doubt of its 


coming from a correſpondent, who. has experi- 


enced every circumſtance he has deicribed : I thalf 
therefore lay it before my readers without the al 
tcration of a ſingle word. | 
To Mr F EOS. 
8 1 R. | 


Among the variety of ſubjects with which 
you have entertained and inſtructed the public,. 


I do not remember that you have any where 
touched upon the folly and madneſs. of ambition ; 
which for the benefit of thoſe who are diſſatisſied 
with their preſent ſituations, I, beg leave to illuſe 
rate by giving the hiſtory of my oon life. 

I am the ſon of a younger brother of a good 
family, who at his deceaſe left. me a little for- 
tune of a hundred pounds a year,. L was, put 
early to Eton ſchool, where I learnt Latin and 
Greek, from whence I went to the univerſity, 
where I learnt——not totally to forget them. I 
tame to my fortune while I was at college; and. 
having no inclination to follow any profeſſion, 


I removed myſelf to-town, and lived for ſome 


time as moſt young geritlemen do, by ſpend- 
ing four times. my income. But it was my hap- 
pineſs, before it was too late, to fall in love, 
and to marry a very amiable young creature, 
whoſe fortune was juſt ſufficient to repair the 

K 3 $7; breach 


ee 


114 Tun VORUD. No; 1. 
breach made in my own. With this agreeable 
companion I retreated to the country, and en- 
deavoured as well as I was able to ſquare my 
wiſhes to my circumſtances. In this endeavour 
I ſucceeded 1o well, that, except a few private 
Hankerings after a little more than I poſſeſſed, 
and now-and-then a ſigh when a coach-and-fix 
Happened to drive by me in my walks, I was a 
very happy man. ; NG 

I can truly affure you, Mr Frrz-Apan; that 
though our family oconomy was not much to be 
boaſted of, and in conſequence of it, we were 
frequently driven to great ſtraits and difficul- 
ties, I experienced. more real ſatisfaction in this 
humble ſituation, than I have ever done fince in 
more enviable circumſtances. We were ſome- 
times indeed a little in debt, but when money 
came in, the pleaſure of diſcharging what we 
owed was more than an equivalent for the pain 
| I put us to: and though the narrowneſs of our 
eircumſtances ſubjected us to many cares and 
anxieties, it ſerved to keep the body in action as 
well as the mind: for as our garden was ſome- 
what large, and. required more hands to keep 
it in order than we could afford to hire, we la- 
Doured daily in it ourſelves, and drew health from 
our neceſſities. | | 

I had a little boy, who was the delight of 
my heart, and who probably might have been 
ſpoilt by nurſing, if the attention of his parents 
had not been otherwiſe employed. His mother 
was naturally of a fickly conſtitution, but the 
affairs of her family, as they engroſſed all her 
thoughts, gave her no time for complaint. The 
erdinary troubles of life, which to thoſe þ pa 
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have nothing elſe to think of are almoſt inſup+ 
rtable, were leſs terrible to us than to per- 
in eaſier circumſtances : for it is a certain 


truth, however your readers may pleaſe to re- 


ceive it, that where the mind is divided between 
many cares, the anxiety is lighter than where 
there is only one to contend with. Or even in 
the happieſt ſituation, in the midſt of eaſe, health, 
and affluence, the mind is generally ingenious at 
tormenting itfelf, loſing the immediate enjoy- 
ment of thoſe invaluable bleſfings, by the pain- 


| th] ſuggeſtion that they are too great for continu- 


. — HE hh ER 

' Theſe are the reflections that I have made 
fince : for I do not attempt to deny that I ſighed 
frequently- for an addition to my fortune. The 
death of a diſtant relation, which happened: five 
years after our marriage, gave me this addition, 
and made me for a time the happieſt man living. 
My income was now increaſed to ſix hundred a 
year; and I hoped, with a little œconomy, to 
be able to make a figure with it. But the ill 
health of my: wife, which in leſs eaſy circum- 
ſtances had not touched me ſo nearly, was now. 
conſtantly in my thoughts, and ſoured all my en- 
joyments. The conſciouſneſs too of having ſuch 
an eſtate to leave my boy, made me ſo anxious 
to preſerve him, that inſtead of ſuffering him to 
run at pleaſure where he pleaſed, and to grow | 
hardy by exerciſe, I almoſt deſtroyed him by 
confinement. We now did nothing in our garden, 
becanſe we were in circumſtances to have it kept 
by others: but as air and exerciſe were neceflary 
tor our healths, we reſolved to abridge ourſelves 
a ſome unneceſſary articles, and- to ſet up an 
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equipage. This in time brought with it a train 
of expences, which we had neither prudence to 
foreſee, nor courage to prevent. For as it enabled 
us to extend the circuit of our viſits, it greatly 
increaſed our acquaintance, and ſubjected us ta 
the neceſſity of making continual entertainments 
at home in return for all thoſe. which - we were 
invited to abroad. The charges that attended 
this new manner of living were much too great 
for the income we poſſeſſed; inſomuch that we 
found ourſelves in a very ſhort time more neceſ-. 
& ous than tc ver. Pride would not ſuffer us to lay 
down our equipage ; and to live in a manner un- 
 fuitable to it, was what we could not bear to 
think of. To pay the debts I had contracted, l 
was ſoon forced to mortgage, and at laſt to ſell, 
the belt part of my eſtate; and as it was utterly 
impoſſible to keep up the parade any longer, we 
thought it adviſeable to remove of a ſudden, to 
ell our coach in town, and to look out for a new 
ſituation, at a great diſtance from our ac quain- 
es: .: 5: | 

But unfortunately for my peace, I carried the 
habit of expence along with me, and. was very 
near being reduced to abſolute want, when by 
the unexpected death of an uncle and his two 


| fons, who died within a few weeks of each other, 


I ſucceeded to an eſtate of feven thouſand pounds 
a year. 

And now, Mr Fitz-Adam, both you and 
your readers will undoubtedly call me a very 
happy man: and ſo indeed I was. I ſet about 
the regulation of my family with the moſt plea- 
ſing ſatisfaction. The ſplendor of my equipages, 
the magnificence of my plate, the crowd _ 
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yants that attended me, the elegance of my 
kouſe and furniture, the grandeur of my park and 
gardens, the luxury of my table, and the court 
that was. every where paid me, gave me inex- 
preſſible delight, ſo long as they. were novelties : 
but no ſooner: were they. become habitual to me, 
than I loſt all manner of reliſh for them; and I 
diſcovered in a very little time, that by having 
nothing to-wiſh for, I had nothing to enjoy. 
My appetite grew palled by ſatiety, a perpetual 
crowd of viſitors robbed me of all domeſtic en- 
joyment, my ſervants plagued me, and my ſtew- 
ard cheated me. | 

But the curſe of greatneſs did not end here. 
Daily experience convinced me that I was com- 
pelled to live more for others than myſelf. My 
uncle had been a great party man, and a zealous 
oppoſer of all miniſterial meaſures ; and as his 
eſtate was the largeft of any gentleman's in the 
country, he ſupported an intereſt in it beyond any 
of his competitors. My father had been greatly 
obliged by the court party, which. determined me 
in gratitude to declare myſelf on that fide: but 
the difficulties I had to encounter were too many 
and too great for me; inſamuch that I have been 
battled and defeated in almoſt every thing I have 
undertaken, To deſert the cauſe j have embarked 
in would diſgrace me, and to go greater lengths 
nit would undo me. I am engaged ina perpetual 
(tate of warfare with the principal. gentry of the 
county, and am curſed by my tenants and de- 
pendants for compelling them at every election to 
vote (as they are pleaſed to tell me) contrary to 
dueir conſcience. 


My 
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My wife and I had once pleaſed ourſelves with 
the thought of being uſcful to the neighbour. 
hood by dealing our charity to the poor and in. 
duſtrious ; but the perpetual hurry in which we 
| live, renders us incapable of looking out for ob- 
jects ourſelves; and the agents we entruſt are 
either pocketing our bounty, or beſtowing it on 
the undeſerving. At night, when we retire to 
_ reſt, we are venting our complaints on the mi- 
ſeries of the day, and praying heartily for the re. 
turn of that peace which was only the compa- 
nion of our humbleſt ſituation. | 

This, Sir, is my hiſtory ; and if you give it a 
place in your paper, it may ſerve to inculcate 
this important truth, that where pain, ſicknels, 
and abſolute want are out of the queſtion, no ex- 
ternal change of circumſtances can make a man 
more laſtingly happy than he was before. It is to 
an ignorance of this truth, that the univerſal di 
ſatis faction of mankind is principally to be aſcrib- 
ed. Care is the lot of life; and he that aſpires to 
greatneſs in hopes to get rid of it, is like one who 
throws himſelf into a furnace to avoid the ſhiver- 
ing of an ague. 

The only ſatisfaction I can enjoy in my pre- 
ſent ſituation is, that it has not pleaſed Heaven 
in its wrath to make me a king. 


I am, 8 1 R, IS 
Your conſtant reader, - 


and moſt humble ſervant 
A. B. 


Nuus. 
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To Mr Fitz-ADam. 
S167: 3 
OU mnſt have frequently obſerved upon 
Y the face of that uſetul piece of machinery, 
a clock, the minute and hour hands, in their re- 
volution through the twelve diviſions of the day, 
to be not only ſhifting continually from one figure 
to another, but to ſtand at times in a quite oppo- 
ſite direction to their former bearings, and to each 
other. Now I conceive this to be pretty much 
the caſe with that complicated piece of MECHA4- 
deu, a modern female, or young woman. of 
faſhion : for as ſuch I was accuſtomed to conſider 
that part of the fpecies, as having no power to 
determine their own motions and appearances, 
but as acted upon by the mode, and ſet to any 
point, which the party who took the lead, or (to 
ſpeak more properly) its REGULATOR, pleaſed. 
But it has ſo happened in the circumrotation of 
modes and faſhions, that the preſent ſet are not 
only moving on continually from one pretty fancy 
and conceit to another, but have departed quite 
alide from their former principles; dividing from 
each other in a circumſtance wherein they were 
always accuſtomed to unite, and uniting where 


there was ever wont to be a diſtinction or 4* 
ference. 
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I do not know whether I make myſelf ſuffici. 
ently underſtood; but you will eafily compre. 
hend my drift, when I tell yon, that the.prevail. 
ing mode in reſpect of dreſs, is at preſent to have 
no mode at all. There is now no ſuch thing x 
an uniform among the ladies, no dutiful confor. 
mity to the pattern or ſtandard, as heretofore; 
but the mode is laid open, and there appears the 
fame ſpirit againſt a concluſive 'faſhion, as againit 
an excluſove trade. The pride now is to get a 
far away as poflible, not only from the vulgar, 
but from one another, and that too as well in 
the firſt principles of dreſs, as in its fubordinate 
decorations : fo that its fluctuating humour is 
perpetually ſhewing itſelf in ſome new and parti- 
cular ſort of cap, flounce, knot, or tippet ; and 
every woman that you meet, affects indep:n- 
dency, and to ſet up for herſelf. 5 

Now, as I profeſs myfelf to be a ſtick ler for 
liberty, and againſt all invidious limitations, as 
well as a lover of variety, and an encourager of 
invention, I am therefore not diſpleaſed with 
theſe fair mdependents for this notable attempt 
of theirs to-vindicate the honour and freedom of 
their own fancies and judgments upon this oc- 
caſion. But as they have wandered away from 
each other in the ſeveral articles of dreſs, ſo have 
they united altogether as happily in a point which 
cannot fail of recommending itſelf to ſuch as hare 
a critical ear, and are apt to be offended with any 
difagreement of ſounds, namely, in voice and 
ELOCUTION, in which they mantain a ſurpri- 
ing uniformity. A friend of mine, whoſe ear ſas 
you will perceive from what I am going to relate 


of him) is not turned for our modern orator) 
1 was 
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was introducing the other day ſome uncourtly 
obſervations upon this head, which I thall take 
the freedom to ſet down at full length. -- | 

The beauty and power of ſpeech,” ſays he, 


« was wont to be the reſult of clearnefs and 


« perſpicuity, of a diſtin and harmonious elo- 
« cution, of a juſt and proper cadence, together 
« with a natural and eaſy diverſity of manner 
« and phraſe, growing out of the ſubject, and 
® congenial with it. Converſation is never fo 
« pleating, as when it is compoſed of a well- 
« ordered variety of perſons and characters, 
„ tempering and recommending each other 
« where the forward aud importunate are quali- 
« fied and reſtrained by the diffident and the 
« modeſt z the bold and peremptory by the 
more ſupple and complaiſant; where the ſpi- 
« rited with the meek, the lively with the ſedate, 
% make a happy mixture, and all together go 


into the compoſition of an agreeable ſociety. 


„% Whereas the converſation of the famale world 


(continues my friend) is at preſent all of 


the ſame piece: all diſtinctions are taken 
« away, and the ſeveral ranks and orders among 


„them laid into one. There is one line of 


« ſentiment, air, manner, tone, and phraſe run- 
ning through the whole, and no diſcerning for 


" a few ſeconds a young woman with ſix or 


« eight hundred pounds to her fortune from a 
ducheſs, eſpecially if ſhe happens to have been 
allowed to keep company with her betters. 
« I know ſeveral of theſe humble companions, 
* who with no leſs impropriety than impotence, 


« are ever. ſtraining themſelves and their throars 
Vol.. IV. L FI 
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te in company, to get upon a level with their 


2 quality-friends; and at all other times you 


ſhall ſee them affecting to ſpeak (as the Latins 
«« well expreſs it) ore rotundo, full and ſonorous, 


«© round and peremptory, with a very decifive 


*6 emphaſis, as if there could lie no appeal from 
* their ſentence ; taking a larger ſcope for ut. 
„ terance, by opening their mouths to a diſpro- 
port onate width; inſomuch that I have 
« looked upon myſelf, white in their company, 


% 8 ueng in the midſt of half a ſcore hautboyz, 


« a fort of muſic, that, when attempted by un- 


„ ſkilful hands, has ſomething in it mightily 


*6 overbearing, though they tell me, when exer. 
„ ciſed by ſuch as are qualified for it, and mixed 
« with other inſtruments, it will anſwer very 
% well. Such is the pomp of utterance of our 


«4 preſent women of faſhion 3 which, though it 


% may tend to ſpoil many a pretty mouth, can 


«© never recommend an indifferent one. And 


« hence it is that there is fo great a ſcarcity of 
« originals, and that the ear is fuch a daily ſuf- 
« ferer from an identity of phraſe, whether it be 
© vaſtly, horridly, abominably, tmmenſely, or ex- 
c ceſhvely, which, with three or four more cal- 
cc culated for the fame Swiſs-like fervice, make 


“ up the whole ſcale or gamut of modern female 


< converſation. | 
% There are many cauſes aſſigned (continues 


4 he) why ſo many of the males live ſingle, and 


<< jt has been principally aſcribed to, the cheap 


% and eaſy opportunities of gratification which 


« fall in their way. Now this may in a great 


*. meaſure be true; but our fine ladies forget, 


„that 
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6 « that while they are daily making ſome new 
r « revelation of their perſons, and are ſo ſtudious 
1 « to furniſh. out a variety of entertainment to 
$ « the eye, they have neglected to make a ſuit- 
5 « able proviſion for the car; and that, ſhould 
e « love chance to ſtraggle in at the former, he 
m © may yet find his way out at the latter. And 
ts « ] have frequently remarked, that when a fe- 
Ne « male of this turn, with her fails and ſtream- 
e « ers out, has begun to bear dbaun, in hopes of 
5. « 4 prize, the object. of the chace has frequently 
55 « ſheered off, and left her to complain of her 
Ne « ill-ſucceſs.to thoſe much fitter companions, the 
ly « winds and waves. 
Io « Now the members of this claſs are the moſt 
d « confiderable in point of numbers: but When 
ry « upon my retiring from ſome of theſe, and be- 
ur « taking.myſelf to a diſtant and more peaceable 
it quarter of the room, I have fallen in with 
an « others, whoſe converſation has been of a more 
ad moderate caſt, and more under the wind, yet 
of « I have ſtill obſerved..the fame monotony to 
if. « prevail, the ſame conformity of manner and 
be « phraſe, and that their pipes were all tuned ta 
Ne the fame. quality note. For:as in the former 
al- * initance, the generality of thoſe in high life 
ke « are ever raiſing their voices to a proportion- 
ale able elevation above the ordinary level, and 
« diſtinguiſhing themſelves by. a round and ſo- | 
es «. norous elocution; ſo there are others of the 1 
nd ſame cl aſs, who ſeeing nature has not furniſhed 4 
ap them with an adequate ſtrength of lungs, | 1 
ch or with organs framed for a more bold and vo- | 
cat * luvle utterance, have therefore a good deal- of i 


er, * what. Tully calls the conciſum ac minutum, a | 
2at ES: =" laconic, , x 1 
q 9 
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4 laconic, mincing kind of ſpeech, extremely 
« quick and peremptory, equally emphatical 
and decifive, and generally enforced with a 
* ſhort dictatorial bridle and nod of the head, as 
an inconteſtible ratification of what they are 
pleaſed to affirm or deny. And theſe, as well 
« as the above-mentioned, have multitudes of 
e inferior admirers and copyiſts in their train, 
„ prefling cloſe behind, and treading upon their 
« heels. | 

„ It is true, Tam an enemy, for the moſt 
« part, to that reigning practice of making the 
„ perſon, who laſt left the company, a ſubject 
6 for general canvas by thoſe that remain: yet 
« whenever any of theſe non-originals (whom 
„we cannot ſo properly pronounce to be ful ; 
* themſelves, as full of other people) ſhall have 
& taken her leave, and got the door upon her 
back, the company in my opinion, ſhould have 
« free ſcope and licence to go into an immediate 
& inquiry, who ſhe is, what fortune ſhe has, what 


4 her education has been, whether handſome, 


« tolerable, or, &c. and fo on through the uſual 
« courſe of particulars. In ſhort” — 

My friend was going on in the ſame ſtrain, 
when I interpoſed, and began to expoſtulate 
with him upon ſome of the above particulars. 
% Nay nay,” ſays he, do not think me partial 
« neither ; I may perhaps give them their re- 
« venge upon our ſex at ſome future * 
« nityz” and fo left me. 

Upon the whole, 1 very much ſuſpect (as 1 
faid before) that my friend's ear is none of the 
beſt 3 but at the ſame time I muſt do him the 
juſtice to ovſer/e, that I myſelf am at times 

ſomewhat 
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ſome what deaf, and that he is generally allowed: 
to be a Pe ſcaſible 2 judging man. 


Mr Fitz-Adam, &. 


My honeſt correſpondent appears to be in 
ſome. pain, leſt the freedom and. ſimplicity of 
his friend's argument may not happen to ſquare | 
with that delicacy and complaiſance which 


ß 


1 


have been hitherto maintained by the WorLD. 


t towards the beautiful part of our ſpecies; but \ 
e however that be, I muſt confeſs that I have 
X fallen of late myſclf into ſomewhat of the ſame 
t train of thinking. . | 
n It is certain, there is a dittin tion and ſub- . 
f ordination of fyle, as well as of rank, and a 
e gradation to be preſerved i in point of phraſcology, 
r as well as of precedency.* Any encroachment in 
e the one caſe being altogether as unſeemly as in 
e the other. An affectation of talking above our 
it level, is as bid as dreſſing above it; and that” 
e, which is current within the: precinct of St 
il James's, will hardly paſs. any where elſe- Here 
the originals are to be found; all the reſt. are 
, counterfeits,- and are eaſily diſcovered, - -N ay, - 
e though people of quality have the unqueſtion- 
$, able . privilege of breaking the peace, and vio- - 
al lating the laws of grace and harmony, there 
2 ought nevertheleſs to be a: due proportion ob- 
1- ſerved even among theſe. Tlius a ducheſs may 
be twice as loud and overbearing as a counteſs; 
| a. counteſs as a fimple baroneſs, and ſo down- 
ie ward: but ſuch a n of elocution, 
ie phraſe, and manner (as my correſpondeut's ac- 
es quaintance ſeems to point at) ſuch great — 
at | L3. wo. 
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verde, muſt, one would think, fit as ill upon 
one of a moderate face, rank, or fortune, as 2 

great ſwelling hoop is found to do upon another 

not five foot high. e | 
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OING to viſit an old friend at his coun- 

try ſeat laſt week, I found him at back- 
gammon with the vicar of the pariſh. My friend 
received me with the heartieſt welcome, and in- 
troduced the doctor to my acquaintance. This 
gentleman, who ſeemed to be about fifty, and of 
a florid and healthy conſtitution, furveyed me all 
over with great attention, and after a flight nod 
of the head, fat himſelf down without opening 
his mouth. I was a little hurt at the ſupercilious 
debaviour of this divine, which my friend ob- 
ſerving, told me very pleaſantly, that I was ra- 
ther too ol] to be intitled to the doctor's com- 
plaifance 3 for that he ſeldom beſtowed it but 
upon the young and vigorous: but, ſays he, you 
will know him better ſoon, and may probably 
think it worth your while to boo& him in the 
WorLD; for you will find him altogether as odd 
a character as he is a worthy one. The doctor 
made no reply to this raillery, but continued 
ſome time with his eyes fixed upon me, and at 
laſt ſhaking his head, and turning to my friend, 
aſked if he would play out the other hit? My 
friend excuſed himſelf from engaging any more 
that evening, and ordered a bottle of wine, with 


pipes and tobacco, to be ſet on the table, The 


vicar 
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vicar filled his pipe, and drank very cordially to 
my friend, ſtill eyeing me with a ſeeming diſlike, 
and neither drinking my health, not ſpeaking a 
ſingle word to me. As I hare long accuſtomed 
myſelf to drink nothing but water, I called for 
a bottle of it, and drank glaſs for glaſs with them; 
which upon the doctor's obſerving, he ſhook his 
head at my friend, and in a whiſper, loud enough 
for me to hear, ſaid, “ Poor man, it is all over 
« with him, I ſee.” My friend ſmiled, and an- 
ſwered in the ſame audible whiſper, © No, no, 
doctor, Mr Fitz-Adam intends to live as long 
«© as either of us.” He then addreſſed himſelf to 
me on the occurrences of the town, and drew 
me into a very .chearful converſation, which 
"laſted till I withdrew to reſt; at which time the 
doctor roſe from his chair, drank a bumper to my 
health, and giving me a hearty ſhake by the 
hand, told me I was a very jolly old gentleman, 
and that he withed to be better acquainted with 
me during my ſtay in the country. 

I roſe -early in the morning, and found the 
doctor in the breakfaſt-room.. He ſaluted me 
with great civility, and told me he had left his 
bed and home ſooner than uſual, to have the 
pleaſure of taking a walk with me. © Your 
friend,” ſays he, © is but lately recovered from 
an attack of the gout, and will hardly be 
* ſtirring till we have gone over his improve- 
ments.“ I accepted of the propoſal, and we 
walked through a very elegant garden into the 
moſt beautiful fields that can be imagined ; 
which as I ſtopped to admire, the doctor began 
thus: „ "Theſe are indeed, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
very delightful grounds; and I wiſh with all 


my 
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« my heart that the owner of them was leſs troy. 
_ © bled with the gout, that I might hold him in 
© more reſpect..—“ Reſpect [ doctor,” ſaid L 
interrupting him, “does a painful diſtemper, 


«acquired. by. no act of intemperance, leſſen 


__ «© your. reſpect? It does, indeed, Mr Fitz. 
« Adam, and I wiſh, in this inftance, I could 
« help it; for I am under many obligations to 
„ your friend. There is another very worthy 
* gentleman in the neighbourhood, who pre- 
« ſented me to this wicarage; but he has the 
« misfortune- to labour under an inveterate 
fſcurvy, which by ſubjecting him to continua 


© head-achs,. muſt of courſe ſhorten. his days; 


« and ſo I never go near him.” 


 Iwas. gong to interrupt the doctor again; 


when - a coach. and- ſix drove by us along the 
road, and in it a gentleman, who let down the 

glaſs, and made the doctor a very reſpectful bow; 
' which inſtead of returning, he paſſed by him with 


a ſtately air, and took no notice of him. This: 
_ inſtance of his behaviour, together with the con- 


verſation that had paſſed between us, raiſe my 
curioſity to a very high degree, and ſet me upon 
aſking him who the genth man was. Sir,“ ſays 
he, „that unfortunate object is a man of eight 
„ thouſanda year eſtate; and from that conſider- 
« ation he expects the return of a bow from 
« every man he meets. But I, who know him, 
« know alſo that he is dying of an aſthma; and 
as (bleſſed be God for it J) I am in perſect 
* health, ] do not chuſe to put myſelf on a level 
« with ſuch a perſon, Health, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
4 js the only valuable thing on earth; and 

« while I am in poſſeſſion of that, I lock upon 
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« myſelf as a much greater man than he. With 
« all his fortune, he would rejoice to be the poor 
« vicar of * * ®, with my conſtitution. I pull off 
« my hat to no ſuch perſons. Believe me, Mr 
« Fitz-Adam, he has not many months to live.” 

I made no reply to this converſation of the 
vicar, and he went on thus: Lou are an old 


man, Mr Fitz-Adam, and I believe were a 


« little fatigued with your journey laſt night, 
« which I miſtook for infirm health, and there- 
fore was, wanting in the civilities that I ſhould 
« otherwiſe have thewn you; but your conver- 
© ſation afterwards proved you to be a very hearty 
man, and I ſa you reſolved to continue fo by 
« your temperance; for which I honour you, 
and, as I told you then, ſhall be glad of your 
« acquaintance. It is true you are an old man, 
* and therefore my inferior; but you are healthy 
and temperate, and not beneath the notice of 
much younger men.“ 

In this manner we walked on, till we came to 
2 hedge, where ſome labouring men were repair- 
ing the fences. My companion accoſted them 
vith the utmoſt complaiſance and good-nature. 
„ Ay,” ſays he, turning to me, © theſe are men 
« worth mixing with. You fee their riches in 
„their Jooks. Have you any of your lords in 
town, Mr Fitz-Adam, that have ſuch poſſcſ- 
« fions? I know none of theſe lords,” as he, 
* myſelf, but I am told they are all ſo ſickly and 
i Giſcaſed, that a man in health would ſcorn to 
pull of his hat to them.“ He then entered into 
2 familiar converſation with the men, and after 
22 wing them ſixpence to drink, paſſed on. 

There 
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There now . overtook us in the lane a com- 
pany of ſportſmen ſetting out for the chace. 
oſt of them ſaluted the doctor as they paſſed, 
But he took no notice of any of them bu: one, 
whom he ſhook hands with over the hedge, and, 
told him he intended taking a dinner with him 
the next day. That gentleman,” ſays he, 
“ is worth as much health as any man in 
„England; he hunts only by way of exerciſe, 
and never takes a leap where there is the leaſt 
„ danger. But as for the reſt, they are flying 
© over every hedge and gate in their way, and 
« if they eſcape broken necks in the morning, 
« they are deſtroying themſelves more effectu- 
© ally by intemperance in the evening. No, 
4% no, Mr Fitz-Adam, theſe are no companions 
„for me; I hope, with the bleſſing of Heaven, 
* to outlive a ſcore of them.” 
We came ſoon after to a little neat houſe upon 
the road, where the doctor told me lived a very 
© agreeable widow lady, to whom he had formerly 
| Paid his addreſſes. She had at that time, 
ſays he, „as large a fortune of health as any 
„ woman in the country; but ſhe has {ince 
« mortgaged it to the apothecary for flops, and 
% I have taken my leave of her. She was deter- 
„ mined to be a widow, and ſo married an 
officer, who had his head knocked off at Fon- 
« tenoy. 'Thoſe are a fort of men that I make 
« no acquaintance with; they hold their lives on 
© too precarious a tenure.” * But they are uſe- 
© ful members of ſ>ciety,” ſaid I, and command 
« our eſt:en.” That may be, Sir, returned 
the doctor, „“ and ſo are miners in our coal-pits, 


6. who are every hour in danger of being * 
„% no 
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« alive. But there is a ſubordination of degree, 
« Mr Fitz- Adam, which ought ſtrictly to be 
« obſcrved ; and a man in ill health, or of a 
dangerous profeſſion, ſhould not think himſelf 
« on a level with people of found conſtitutions, 
« and leſs hazardous employments.“ 

I was determined to interrupt the doctor no 
more; and he went on thus; Mr Fitz- 
Adam, you may poſſibly think me an odd kind 
« of a man; but I am no enemy to people of 
« bad conſtitutions, nor ever withhold my 
« bounty from them, when their neceſſities de- 
« mand it; but though I am doing them all the 
« ſervices in my power, I cannot conſent to 
« lower myſelf fo far as to make them my com- 


« panions. It is more in the power of the 


« phyſician to confer rank, than the king; for 
the gifts of fortune are nothing; health is 
the only riches that a man oughr to ſet a va- 
ue on; and without it all men are poor, 
« let their eſtates be what they will. If I dif- 
fer from the common opinion in this parti- 
« cular, I do alſo in another. The tradeſman 
© or mechanic, who has acquired an eftate by 
« his induſtry, is ſeldom reckoned à gentle- 
man; but it was always my ſentiment, that 
%a man who makes his own conſtitution, has 
more merit in him than he that was born 
with it: the one is the work of chance, the 
"* other of deſign: and it is for this reaſon 
that Jam ſeen fo often with your friend: for 
* though the gout 1s generally an impoveriſh- 
ing diſtemper, yet temperance and regularity 
© may in time ſubdue it; whereas the gentle- 
man who drove by us with fix horſes, has an 

| man 
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c incurable aſthma, which renders him, with 

e his large eſtate, as poor as the beggar who is 

« dying under a — The more you think of 

« theſe things, Mr. Fitz-Adam, the more you 

« will be of my opinion. A poor man in health, 
is a companion for a king ; but a lord with. 
out it, is a poor man indeed; and why ſhould 
he expect the homage of other people, when 
the very meaneſt of his domeſtics would re- 
fuſe to change places with him ?” 

My companion was ſtopped ſhort in his ha- 
rangue by our arrival at my friend's houſe. We 
found him in good health and ſpirits, which 
greatly heightened the vicar's complaiſance; 
and as I took care to conceal! from him the com- 
plaints and infirmities of old age, I paſſed a 
very agreeable week, and was ſo much in his 
good graces, that at my departure he preſented 
me with ſome Turlington's balſam, and a paper 
of Dr James's powder. There, ſays he, 
© they may rob you of your. money, if they 
ic pleaſe; but for bruiſes and fevers, you may 
« ſet them at defiance.” 

On my return home, I made many ſerious 
refiectio:s on this whimſical character; and in 
the end, could not help wiſhing, that, under 
certain limitations, the ſentiments of the vicar 
were a little more in faſhion, Health is cer- 
tainly the riches of life; and if men were to 
derive their rank from that alone, it would in 
all probability make them more careſul to pre- 
ſerve it. Society might be benefited by it in 
another reſpect, as it would tend to keep com- 
plaining people at home, who are the perpetual 
diſturbers of all companies abroad. | 
5 Nous. 
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NUMBER 477. Tuussbpav, 20 May, 1756. 


T HE two following letters are ſo whimſi- 

cally contraited, and the young people 
who are the ſubjects of them ſo particularly adap- 
ted to each other, that though I have never pro- 
ſened myſelf an advocate for the trade of match- 
making, I cannot help wiſhing, that by means of 
this paper they may grow acquainted with each 


other. It is for this reaſon that I have taken the 
very firſt opportunity of publiſhing the letters of 


their parents. 


To Mr Fitz-ADaw. 
SIR, | | 


As you have undertaken the ſocial office of 
redreſſing grievances, I ſhall lay one before you, 
which I am fure muſt have often occurred to you, 

taough I do not remember that you have hitherto 
mimadrerted upon it. Ihe grievance | am ſpeak- 
ing of has fo fatal a tendency, that wit, parts, 

learning, education, knowledge, reading, and tra- 
vel, are rendered utterly uſeleſs by it, and by which 
the molt illiterate dunce, who has never been at 
ſchool, nor opened a book beſides the Fairy 
Tales, provided his outſide be properly orna- 
mented, is exactly upon a level with the moſt ac- 
complithed gentleman. This grievance, Mr Fitz- 
Adam, is no other thaa the pernicious cuſtom of 
card-playing, which has of late fo univerſally 


pre vailed in all private families, as well as public 
#1:mblies. 


Vor. IV. M + I am 


No. 177. 


134 ThE WORLD. 


I am not conſidering this cuſtom in its neceſ- 
fary conſequences of deſtroying fortunes and con. 
ſtitutions, ruffling tempers, promoting quarrels, 
and occaſioning almoſt infinite diſtreſſes and 
diſquietudes; for if taken ſingly in this point of 
view, it is only hurtful to thoſe who are the pro- 
moters of it, and is of little or no conſequence to 
the reſt of mankind, who are not ſharers in the 

evil. 
l muſt inform you, Sir, that 1 am the father 
of an only ſon, to whom (as I have a large eſtate 
to leave him) I have given the moſt perfect edu- 
cation that this country can afford: and it is the 
Higheſt ſatisfaction to me that none of my care 
has been thrown away upon him. When he had 
finiſhed his ſtudies at the univerſity, and perfected 
himſelf in town in all the neceſſary accompliſh- 
ments of a young man of faſhion, I ſent him, 
under the direction of a very excellent tutor, on 
his travels through France, Italy, and Germany; 
from which, after an abſence of four years, he re- 
turned laſt winter, improved beyond my utmoſt 
hopes. 

But, alas, Sir ! when I expected to ſee him the 
admiration of all companies, and to have been 
every where congratulated on the happineſs of 
having ſuch a ſon, 1 found, from his univerſal at- 
tention to cards, that his acquirements were totally 
unnoticed, and that all the coſt and trouble I had 
been at in his education, anſwered no other pur- 
poſe than to make him company for himſelf, and 
a few unfaſhionable friends who have no cou- 
merce with the world. 

Tf this infatiable paſſion continues, it were 20 
well if our public ſchools and univerſities were 
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aboliſhed, and that travel and all other means ot 
acquiring knowledge and refinement were at 
once prohibited; and in their places, other ſe- 
minaries erected in this metropolis, and proper 
maſters appointed, to inſtrut our children in the 
rudiments of Brag, Cribbage, and Lanſquenet, 
till they were of a proper age to ſtudy Whiſt, 
and the other games of ſkill, at the academy of 
Mr Hoyle. By ſuch a method our children 
would be trained up to make a figure in the worid, 
and their parents ſaved the trouble and expence 
of a uſeleſs education. N a 
IL wiſh, Mr Fitz- Adam, you would give us 
your thoughts upon this matter, which will cer- 
tainly be agreeable to the ſerious part of your 
readers, and a great obligation to, : 
S1R, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
C. V. 


P. S. Since my writing the above, I have 
deen looking over the firſt volume of the WoRLD, 
and am ſorry to find Mr Fitz-Adam himſelf fo 
very faſhionable a man, as to countenance and 
recommend with his pen the grievances I have 
been complaining of. In number VII. of your 
Papers, you are pleaſed to expreſs yourſelf in the 
following words: © I look upon CARDs as an 
« innocent and uſeful amuſement, calculated to 
interrupt the formal converſations and private 
s cabals of large companies, and to give a man 
* ſomething to do, who has nothing to ſay.” 
if I had been your adviſer, Mr Fitz-Adam, the 
paſſage ſhould have ſtood thus: I look upon 
* CARDS. as a ſenſeleſs and pernicious amuſe. 

M. 2. «© ment, 
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ment, calculated to interrupt the improving 
« converſations and enlivening ſallies of all com- 
« panics, and to level men of genius and un- 
4 derſtandiug with fools and coxcombs.” This 
Is really the truth of the matter: and if you con- 
fder it as you ought, you will, I hope, retract 
your Opinion as publicly as you have piven it, 
| ' Yours, &c. 


The other letter is from a mother, com- 
plaining of the untoward diſpoſition of an only 
daughter. 


SIR, 


I am a widow of five-and-thirty, with a 
handſome jointure, and have refuſed many good 
offers ſor the fake of an only child, whom 1 have 
endeavoured to bring up in the moſt faſhionable 
manner I was able. She will have twelve thou- 
jand pounds to her fortune when ſhe comes of 
age, and I have ſupported her at my own ex- 
pence, that the intereit of her portion may be 
added to the principal. I aſſare vou, Bir, that I 
am not like other - mothers of my vouth and 
complexion, who, in order to appear younger 
than they really are, confine their grown up 
daughters at home, for fear of being rivalled by 
them in public aſſemblies, I thank Heaven, I 
have no need of ſuch arts: for as often as I go 
abroad with mine, 1 am taken for her filter ; aud 
1 have the pleaſure of obſerving, that I have more 
civil- things ſaid to me by the men, than my 
daughter can ever hope for. Not that the girl 1s 
cither ugly or aukward ; ſhe is as tall too as her 


mother, and has been of a marriageable age this 
year 
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or two, being complete fifteen the 22th of 
laſt March ; but as a colonel in the guards was 
pleaſed to tell me a few nights ago at Ranelagh, 
have a certain air and manner, that my daugh- 
ter muſt quite deſpair of imitating. 


I mention > theſe trifles, Sir, to convince you 


that I have not the motive of other mothers for 
locking up my daughter whenever I go abroad ; 
on the contrary, I have carried her, at times, to 
all the polite aſſemblies in town: but alas, Sir! 
I cannot make her company for people of faſhion. 
She will neither play at cards with them, nor. 
enter into the ſpirit of their converſation. She 
even pretends to- bluſh at (what ſhe calls) the li- 
berties I allow the men to take with me. She 
would not toaſt a ſentiment for the world; and 
for thoſe delicate double entendres, that ſo enli- 


ven all private companies, 1 cannot for the life of 
me teach her to underſtand them. To be ſure - 
the girl has not fo white a ſkin as her mother, 
nor can ſhe value herſelf upon that-beautiful fall. 


of ſhoulders, and elegance of neck, for which (I 
may fay it without vanity) I was always admired. 
But then, Mr Fitz-Adam, thoſe parts of her 
perſon are not abfolutely odious; though by pin- 
ning her handkerchief conſtantly under her chin, 
the would make every body believe fo. 


I have taken immenſe pains in her education 


to fit her for the world; bat it ts my misfortune 
to ſee, that from an unaccountable perverſeneſs 


of mind, ſhe had rather ſhnt herſelf up in her 


cloſet,” poring upon the Spectators (which to my 


- 


knowledge ſhe has read twenty times over) than 


fit down to a card-table with the firſt company in 


Enpland. And yet the girl does not want un- 
M3 derſtanding 


* 
- 
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derſtanding neither; nay, her uncle in the coun. 
try, who is a clergyman and an archdeacon, will 


have it that ſhe is the moſt accompliſhed young, 


Lady this day in England. But what can a country 


parſon know of accompliſhments? We who live 


in the polite circle, are certainly the beſt judges 
of thoſe matters. She plays well upon the 
muſic indeed, and has an immenſe pretty voice; 
but the misfortune is, that when ſhe ſhould be 
dreſſing for a rout, ſhe is either practiſing a leſſon, 
or ſinging a fong ; ſo that I muſt be forced to 
o without her, or ſtay titk the card-tables are al! 
II. A fig for her accompliſhments ! I am ſure 
they have almoſt broken my heart; and I verily 
believe I ſhall be tempted to marry again, that 
J may have other children of more towardly diſ- 
poſitions. It was but laſt Sunday, after ſpend- 
ing the evening at cards, at the politeſt aflembly 
in town (where I would gladly have taken her) 
that at my- return home, I found her in her 
dreſſing- room, reading a ſermon to her maid. 1 
am by no means againſt ſermons, Mr Fitz- 
Adam; they do well enough at church; and 
when they are enlivened by good company, I 
can endure them as well as any body; but the 
morning is the time for thofe ſort of things, and 
they ought never to interfere with more agree: 
able amuſements. 
The girl has another whim too. You muſt 
know ſhe is naturally of a pale complexion ; and 
for all that I can ſay or do, I cannot prevail upon 


her to lay on a little red, even though ſhe ſees 


cvery day how becoming it is to ME, who do not 
need it ſo much: ſo that ſhe goes into company 


like a mere ghoſt; but of what ſex, if it were 
not 
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not for her petticoats, would he hard to deter- 
mine; for ſhe is abſolutely covered from head to 
ſoot, She had the ſaucineſs to tell me the other 
day, that I wanted her to dreſs and look Ike a 
woman of the towy. I would have you Crets 
and look like a woman of the world, Miſs, ſays 
1; but to your ſhame be it ſpoken, there are wo- 
men of the town who are capable of improving 
you. One may look like a woman of the town, 
though one would ſcorn: to act like one. tho 
In this manner, Mr. Fitz-Adam, ſhe talks 
and behaves. I have threatened her often to ex- 
poſe her in the WoRLD : but my immenſe ten- 
derneſs for her has prevailed over my reſentment; 
ard to confeſs the truth, Lhad no other inten- 
tion when J drew up this letter, than only to 
read it to her, and frighten her out of her follies; 
but her behaviour upon the occaſion determined 
me to ſend it; and to deſire your publication of it. 
© Lord, mamma,” ſaid ſhe, « Mr Fitz-Adam 
« will think you ridiculing Yourſelf, and com- 
„ plimenting Me: for if I am really this kind 
« of girl, 1 ſhall: be quite in love with myſelf. 
Pray, madam, give me. the. letter, and I' 
carry it to Mr Dodfley's with my on 
nds.“ ( No, mifs,” fays I, “a fervant will 
be more punctual, I believe: and ſince you are 
„ ſo far in love with your own character, it 
* {hall go this minute.“ 
Favour me ſo far, Sir, as to give it a place 
in your next Thurſday's paper; and if you will 
tell her of her abſurdity, and how ill ſuited her 
behaviour is both to her education and her for- 
tune, you will immediately oblige, Sig, 
Your moſt obedient hum ble —_— - 
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Nor 1 finee, I met at St. James's coffee. 
houſe an old acquaintance. of mine, Sir 
Harry Prigg; who having been long ruſticated, 
and much altered, I ſhould never have recol- 
lected, had it not been for the information of a 
fine old coat, in which I remembered him to 
have made a figure about town many years ago. 
After the uſual civilities had paſſed between us, 
amongſt many other queſtions, he aſked me 
when I had ſeen our old 1: hool-fellow, Sir John 
Jolly“? IJ anſwered, that Thad laſt fummer ſpent 
ſome days with bim at his country ſeat, in a 
manner which. would have been highly agreeable 
to a perſon of a more faſhionable turn, but was 
to me rather fatiguing from its exceſs of galety 
and hoſpitality, which, according to my unpolite 
taſte, were by no means conſiſtent with the ſoft 
and ſerious pleaſures of a rural retirement. He 
ſaid, he perfectly agreed with me in my ſenti. 
ments, and paſſed his time in the country in con- 
formity to them: his manner of life, he was ſure, 
would exactly ſuit me, and obligingly begged ! 
would make the experiment, adding, that he 
ſhould go down. in a few days, and would carry 
me with him in his chariot. I accepted his in- 
vitation, not ſo much out of inclination, as cu- 
riofity to ſee a new ſcene of country life, formed 
on principles ſo oppoſite to what I had before ex 


See Number 153. 
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perienced, and promiſed to attend him at the 
time appointed. ; | 
But firſt it will be proper to give ſome ac- 
count of the birth, parentage, and education of 
my friend. He came young to his title and a 
ſmall eſtate, and was ſoon after ſent to the uni- 
verſity z where his title abſurdly giving him the 
rank of nobility, and his eſtate, though ſmall, an 
allowance ſufficient to ſupport that rank. at that 
pl:ce, he there contracted an affectation of gran- 
dcur, and a pert kind of ſelf-importance, which 
he has ever fince retained, and which neither 
poverty nor ſolitude has been yet able to conquer. 
Having in two or three years acquired the uſual: 
advantages of that fort of education, ſuch as the 
ats of ſporting, toaſting, billiards, and coach- 
manſhip, he came to London, entered into the 
gay world, and had addreſs and qualifications ſuf- 
licient to introduce himſelf into what he ſtill calls 
the beſt company; that is, the company of, 
ſmarts, bucks, jockeys, and gameiters. Nor was 
he deficient in point of gallantry ; for he ſoon 
commenced an intrigue with the ſiſter of one of 
theſe his friends. Whether his intentions were 
a firſt honourable, is not perfectiy clear; but he 
was quickly obliged to declare them ſo, being 
acquainted, that a lady of her rank was not to 
be trifled with, and that. he muſt either fight or 
marry; the latter of which he couragtouſly choſe, 
as being the moſt daring action of the two. This 
lady had more gentility than beauty, more 
beauty than underftanding, more underſtanding 
than fortune, and a fortune about equal to her 
reputation. She was tall and well-ſhaped, car- 
: ried 
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ried her head very high, and being the younger 
daughter of the younger ſon of the firſt couſin of 
an Iriſh baron, looked upon herſelf as a woman 
of quality. In a little time Sir Harry heartily 
hated her for compelling him to marry ; and ſhe 
no leſs deſpiſed him for being compelled ; fo that 
finding little happineſs at home, they were obliged 
to ſeek it abroad at plays and routs, operas and 
gaming-tables, at no imall expence. This could 
not continue long; ſo that before one winter 


| was at an end, they diſcovered that the town-air 


would not agree with them, and fo retired to 
their country- ſeat, about forty miles from Lon. 
don; whither I thall now conduct my reader. 
On the morning appointed, I attended early. 
at their lodgings in town, where J found the 
poſt-chariot at the door, and my friend ſtanding 
by it, with a long whip in his hand, ready to 
mount the box; faying at the ſame time, that 
coachmen were ſuch inſolent and expenſive raſ- 
cals, there was no keeping them, and that there- 
fore he always choſe to be his own. In the par- 
lour ſat my lady, and colonel Macſhean, a gen- 
tleman who had long been very intimate with 
Sir Harry, and not leſs ſo with her ladyſhip; and. 
in the paſſage ſtood her Erench-woman, in a ſack 
and long ruffles, with her arms full of band- 
boxes and bundles; which were no ſooner dil- 
poſed of in various parts of the chariot, than my 
lady and myſelf, with her woman on a low ſtool 
at our feet, were ſtuffed into the little room that 
was left. Sir Harry mounted the box, his valet 
de chambre rode by, and a ſnivelling footboy 


climbed up behind. Thus the whole family, 5 
| their 
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their baggage, and myſelf into the bargain, were 
conveyed without the expence of either a ſtage 
coach or a waggon. 

Nothing paſſed during our journey worth 
relating. Her ladyſhip ſpoke little, and that little 
was only complaints of her bad nerves, and ill 
ſtate of health; to which, having no expecta- 
tion of a fee, I paid little attention. They both 
declared that nobody but a carrier could dine at 
an inn, therefore they never ſtopped on the road: 
ſo with the aſſiſtance of a freſh pair of horſes, 
that had come twenty miles that morning with- 
out a bait, about ſun- ſet we arrived at our jour- 
ney's end. The colonel got there before us, 
having rode poſt: for Sir Harry frequently de- 
clared to us both, that, though his friends were 
welcome, he never entertained their horſes; that 
t was not the faſhion of that country; neither 
my lord **, nor the duke of , nor himſelf 
did it. X 

it was not long before the dinner made its 
zppearance z which was ſo very genteel, that had 
not been rendered uneatable by a bad affecta- 
ton of French cookery, it would not have been 
balf ſufficient, after ſo-many miles travelling, and 
jo Jong faſting. At the concluſion we had mead, 
nich paſſed for tokay, and elder wine, which Sir 
Harry ſwore was the beſt burgundy in England, 
and that he himſelf had imported it, in conjunc- 
ton with a noble lord in the neighbourhood. 
Over a glaſs of this, the cloth being removed, he 
miormed us, © that when the fmoke of London, 
and the bad hours incident to keeping good 
* company, would no longer agree with his 
* own cr his witc's conſtitution, he had deter- 
« mined 
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a 
* mined to ſeek health and quiet in an clegant 8 
"« retirement. He had been offered indeed a (eat | 
« in parliament, and a confiderable employ- 
« ment; but his crazy conſtitution would not ' 
« permit him to accept of the one, nor his ſound 1 
« principles of the other. Retirement was their \ 
« Object; therefore all they dreaded was the 2 
« horrible irruptions of a country neighbour. ' 
% hood; but this they had happily prevented. p 
That indeed on their firſt coming, every fa. 2 
* mily within ten miles round, tormented them 8 
« with their impertinent viſits : but they re. c 
* turned none, affronted them all, and fo got rid 2 
of them, Don't you think we did right, my 0 
« dear ?“ turning to his wife. © I think, an- h 
„ twered ſhe, in a ſurly and dejected voice, that I 
it is better to forget the uſe of one's tongue, b 
« than to converſe with ſquires wives and par- uv 
„ ſons daughters.” You are right, madam," n 
added the colonel, with an oath and a loud ir 
laugh; “ for what can one learn in ſuch damned 2 
« company ?” ** 'To-morrow;” ſays my friend, 7 
: adJrefling himſelf to me, you ſhall ſce that 20 
„ we want no company, and that we can ſuffi- 10 
« ciently amuſe ourſelves with building and t. 
© planting, with improvements and alterations, b 
« which J dare ſay will be honoured with your 0 
*& approbaition.” 9 
Accordingly the next morning, as ſoon 3: a 
breakfaſt was finithed, my lady and the colone! p 
retired into her drefling- room to cribbage, and vir 9¹ 
Harry and myſelf to reconnoitre the place. The q 
houte ſtands at the end of a dirty village, and tt 
cloſe by it are a few tame deer, impounded in pi 
an orchard, to which he gives the pompous title le 
0¹ 


2 
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of a park. Behind is a fen, which he calls a 
piece of water, and before it a gooſe-common, 
en which he bcRows the name of a lawn. It 
was built in that deplorable zra of Engliſh ar- 
chitecture, which introduced high doors, long 
windows, ſmall rooms, and corner chimnies; 
and of gardening, which projected gravel 
walks, clipt yews, and ſtrait lined avenues, 
with a profuſion of brick walls, iron palliſadoes, 
and leaden images. But all theſe defects, and 
many others, he has now corrected by a judi- 
cious application of modern tafte. His doors 
are ſo reduced, you cannot enter with your hat 
on; and his windows ſo contracted, that you 
have ſcarce light enougk to find it, if you pull 
it of, In the midſt of the front, one large 
bow-window is ſtuck on, reſembling a piece of 
whited-brown paper plaiſtered on a broken 
noſe; and a great room is added behind to dine 
in, which, was it ever mhabited, would make 
all the little ones appear till leſs: but having 
never yet been finiſhed, for want both of caſh 
and credit, it remains at preſent only a repoſi- 
tory of broken china, a pair of backgammon 
tables, and the children's play-things. His 
brick walls are converted into chimnies and 
ovens, and his yew-trees ſupply them with fag- 
gots : his iron-work is fold to the blackſmiths, 
and his heathen gods to the plumber, for the 
pious uſe of covering the parith church: his 
grave: walks are ſown with graſs ; and he, fre- 
quent'y repeats that frugal, yet genteel maxim, 
thet {cop are the beſt gardeners. His horſe» 
per! being made ſerpentine, is become uſeleſs, 
let uld be tro up; ar his fences, being 
Vor. IV. M + 211 
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all Chineſe, are no fences at all: the horſs, 
leaping over, and the hogs walking under them 
at their pleaſure. The tranſplanted avenue is 
expiring in leafleſs platoons; the kitchen-gar. 
den, for conveniency, is removed two furlon 
from the houſe ; and the kitchen itſelf unjuſtly 
turned out of doors, for ſmelling of victuals; 
a crime of which it has ever been acquitted by 
the voice of the whole country. ; 
When our ſurvey was finiſhed, our amuſe. 
ments were all at an end: for within doors the 
eaſures both of ſociety and ſolitude were 
equally wanting. Of our converſation I have 
given a ſpecimen ; and books there were none, 
Except a ſmall one containing tunes for the 
French-horn, belonging to Sir Harry; and the 
third volume of Peregrine Pickle, and a metho- 
diſt prayer-book, the property of her ladyſhip. 
I began now to wiſh for a little of my friend 
Sir John's | hoſpitality, of which there was not 
here the leaſt appearance. We heard not of a 
human creature, except by their injuries and 
inſults, not altogether indeed unprovoked; for 
the pantry and the cellar, though uſually emp- 
ty, were always locked. Strong-beer there was 
none; and the ſmall, though nobody at home 
could drink it, was not ſuffered to be given 
away. 'The ſervants were always out of hu- 
mour, and frequently changing; and the tradeſ- 
men who brought their bills, were paid only by 
a wrangle, or a draft on ſome tenant who 
owed r> rent. There was not a neighbour 
yery near, except the parſon of the pariſh, and 


alderman Grub, a rich citizen, who had pur- 


chaſed a conſiderable part of it from Sir Rn 
* . 


With theſe they lived in a ſtate of perpetual 


hoſtilities : they quarrelled with the alderman 
for preſuming to buy an eſtate which they 
wanted to ſell 3; and the parſon quarrelled with 


Them, becauſe he was in poſſeſſion of the only 
living in the gift of Sir Harry, and the alder- 


man had a much better to diſpoſe of. By the 
encouragement of theſe good neighbours, and 
their own ill- conduct, conſiſting of a ſtrange 


mixture of inſolence and avarice, of meanneſs 


and magnificence, they were deſpiſed, perſe- 


euted, and affronted by all around them. Their 
pigs were worried, their” poultry murdered, 


their dogs poiſoned, their game deſtroyed, their 
hedges broke, and their hay- ſtacks ſet on fire. 


They were hiſſed and hooted at; and now- 
and-then a great pair of horns were fixed on 
their gates; an inſult at which they were highly 
enraged, but the meaning of which neither Sir 
Harry, nor my lady, not even with the aſſiſt- 


ance of the colonel, could ever gueſs at. 


I ſoon grew weary of this land of conten- 


tion and uneaſineſs; and N to the 
old excuſe of urgent buſineſs, I took my leave, 
and went poſt to town; reflecting: all the way 


with ſurprize on the ingenuity of mankind, to 


render themſelves at once miſerable and ridicu- 
lous; and lamenting that the happineſs and in- 


nocence of rural life are now ſcarce any where - 


to be found, but in paſtorals and romances. 


N 2 Niuus. 
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1 Am never better pleaſed than when I can 
oblige a group of correſpondents at once. 
'This I am enabled to do in my paper. of to-day. 


To Mr FiTtz-ADran. 
81 R. | 


The expediency of people's ſetting: up bills 
at their doors, who have houſes or lodgings to 
let, is ſo very apparent, that as often as I walk 
the ſtreets of this metropolis, I wonder that the 
Jame practice has not prevailed in other in- 
ſtances, and that we do not fee it written at 
every door, as often as there is occafion, Wanted 
a coachman, butler, cook, chambermaid, &c. 
By ſuch a method the expence of public adver- 
tiſlements would be ſaved, and every-body ac- 
commodated in the moſt expeditions manner. 

But I would by no means confine theſe bills 
to lodgers and ſervants; there are other wants 
which are at leaſt equally preſſing, and which 
it might be proper to ſignify in the ſame man- 
ner. Thus for inſtance, at the door of an attor- 
ney, or ſolicitar, it would not be amis if we 
were to read in large letters, Wanted. Honeſly. 
At the door of a new beneficed parſon, Wantes 
Humility. At the garret window of a poet ot 
author, Wanted a Dinner. At the door ofa 
man of quality, Wanted Credit, Ax the door 
of a patriot, Wanted a place. At the door ofa 

biſhop, 
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biſhop, Wanted a Houſe at Lambeth. And at 
the doors of all great men, Wanted Sincerity. 

| this method, the wants of all mankind 
would be known, and in all probability be re- 
| lieved more expeditiouſly than by any other 

means. | ” . 

If you give this propoſal a place in your paper, 
you will oblige the public in general, and in 
particular, | han | 

S1R, 

Your moſt humble' ſervant, 
EL 5; 
To Mr Fitz-Apan, 2 

The following advertiſement has lately fallen 
into my hands: and I believe, with a few of 
your obſervations upon it, it might furniſh ſome 
entertainment for the public, as you have already 
made ſome very juſt remarks upon ſervants, in 
your paper of the firſt of January laſt. 

8 1 R, &. 85 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The grooms of the chambers, butlers, and 
* other ſervants of perſons of quality, concern- 
ed in card money, are deſired to meet at the 
* fociety's quarterly meeting place, St James's, + 
on Friday the 12th of this inſtant March, at 
nine in the morning, to take under conſider- 
* ation the further: duty faid to be intended to 
e be laid on cards. cn Ho 

Note, It is defired, that no gentleman, &c. 
belonging to noblemen or others, will enter 
| © „into 
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„into any agreement with their ladies, as to 


*« card-money, &c“ till after this meeting. The 
« ſervants of citizens and tradeſmen, whoſe 
« miſtreſſes keep routs, may attend if they think 
proper. 2 
The beſt of teas, French rolls and butter, 
will be provided on the occaſion.” 


To the AutTaoR of the WokLD.. 
$12, 


I am married to a haberdaſher of ſmall-wares 


at the court-end of the town; and with Hea-. 


ven's, help and my own, my huſband has been 
able to lay up a few hundreds for our two girls, 
who are all-the chiliren we have, They both 


ferve in the ſhop every day in the weck but 


Thurſday, when I have a little aſſembly in the 


dinjng-room, where we amuſe ourſelves with a 


pack of cards. 
Now you muſt know, Sir, that my huſband 


is very much offended at this, and is telling me 


twenty times a day that his cuſtomers are neg- 
lected and the bufineſs of the ſhop ſtanding 
ſil from my fooleries, as he calls them. I do 
not deny, Sir, that theſe aſſemblies on a week- 
day are a little inconvenient to us, and there- 
fore I have ſome thoughts of changing them to 
Sunday. To be ſire a Sunday's aſſembly would 
be perfeQly agreeable on mapy accounts. In 


the firſt place, it would interfere with no ſort 


of buſineſs. Secondly, it would be much gen- 


teeler. Thirdly, I ſhould ſee a great deal 
i Mole 


x 
nm.. 
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re company; and fourthly, my huſband and 
9 prentice would then be at leifure to attend 
the tca-table. But I have one doubt about the 
matter, Which is, that there are envious people _ 
ja the world, who might pothbly give out that 
am ſetting up for a perſon ot tathion; for it _ 
is a notion they have got, that none but people 
of faſhion ſhould have routs on a Sunday. At 
preſent I am undetermined in this affair, and. 
am reſolved 10 continue fo, till I have Your opi- 
nion; which I beg you, would give me as ſoon as... 
poſlible; and | 

Iam, SIR, . 
Your moſt bumble ſervant, 


MARY Taye. p 


In anſwer: to Mxs Tax, I freely confeſs that 
the las more fubſtantial reafons for having her 
rout 0a a Sunday than any lady I know: and 
whenever I give my aſſent to card meetings on 
that day, ſhe thall certainly be indulged. | 


Mr Firz-Apa M. 


I have. lately. made a diſcovery, which, for the 
good of mankind, I hope you will permit me to 
make public by the means of your p:per.. - 

I muſt inform you, that by the death. of an 
aunt, I am lately come to the poſſeſſion of a 
tine old manor-houſe in the country, which on 
my going thither with my family to reſide, 1 
found ſo over- run with rats, that. we were in 
danger of being devoured by them. _ You may 
be ſure J leit nothing untried to rid the houſe 
of them; but. they baffled the attempts of the 

rat- 
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rat · catchers, and continued to increaſe rather 
than dimmiſh; till all at once, they vaniſhed 
of their own accord, and never viſted me after. 
wards. I was very much puzzled to account 
for this ſtrange defertion : and it was not till 
near a fortnight had elapfed that I was let into 
the ſecret by a very uncommon and offenſive 
ſmell, that proceeded from the door of an old 
lumber room. I immediately entered it, and 
ſaw a multitude of rats lying dead upon the 
floor. On examining into the cauſe, I caſt my 
eyes upon a little drawer, which I remembered 
to have left open in my ſearch after ſome papers 
of my aunt,” and that it was filled with various 
ſorts of quack medicines, ſuch as pills, pow- 
ders, ointments, and other things, for which 
ſhe had the higheſt -veneration. - Tus drawer, 
which was quite full when I opened it, was 
now almoſt empty; which ſufficiently convinced 
me that I was indebted for my , deliverance 
to theſe, medicines ; but I was cautious of aſ- 
ſerting it, till T had tried the experiment. For 
this purpoſe | procured of a ratzcatcher half a 
dozen live rats; to each of which I gave a dif- 
ferent medicine. In half an hour and three 
minutes, too of my patients died in convulſions 
the reſt were thrown into profuſe ſweats, vomit- 
ing and purging to lo violent a degree, that they 
ſurvived their companions but three quarters of 
an hour, and then gave up the ghoft in the ſame 
convullions. 

I was highly pleaſed with this experiment, as 
it taught me the real uſe of theſe excellent medi- 
cines; and it is with great pleaſure that] take 
* this ; 


* 
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this opportunity of recommending them to all 
captains of ſhips, maltſters, meal- men, and far- 
mers, and to thoſe gentlemen and ladies whe 
lre in old houſes. 


I am, 
S. 
I our conſtant reader, 
and humble ſervant, 


— — 
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G. H. 


P. 8. By a ſecond experiment, I have diſ- 
covered that one of theſe pills, pounded or 
crumbled, will. deſtroy twenty mice. They may 
alſo be of excellent uſe in thinning a poor fa- 
mily of young children, being thus pounded or 
bruiſed, and ſpread in ſmall quantities upon. 
their bread and butter. 


I ſhall conclude this paper with a very in- 
genious little piece, which is juſt now commu- 
nicated to me by my good friend Mr. Dodfley, 
and which ſhews what an agreeable and legant 
uſe a man of taſte and memory may make of his 
reading, It was thrown together by a member 
of a ſociety of gentlemen, who meet once a year 
to celebrate the birth-day of Shakeſpeare, and is 
2 follows. 
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ON THE a 
BIR TH- D. A T 
| ; o 2 
SHAKESPEARE, 
A CENTO: 


TAKEN FROM HIS WORKS. 


Naturd ipſa valere, et mentit viribus excitari, | 
et quaſi quodam divino ſpiritu afflari. / 
| Ciczze. 


— Peace to this meeting, 

Joy and fair time health and good wifhes. 
Now, worthy friends, the cauſe why we are met, 
Is in celebration of the day that gave 
Immortal SHAKESPEARE to this favour'd ifle ; — 
The moſt repleniſhed ſweet work of nature, 

Which from the prime creation e'er ſhe fram'd. 

O thou divineſt nature! how thyſelf thou 


blazon'ſt 8 
In this thy ſon! form'd in thy prodigality, 
G To hold thy mirror up, and give the time * 
Its very form and preflure! When he ſpeaks 
Each aged car plays truant at his tales, mer 
And younger hearings are quite raviſhed ; to ir 
50 voluble is his diſcourſe Gentle trat. 
As zephyr blowing underneath the violet, nua! 
Not wagging its ſweet head - Yet as rough, into 


(His noble blood enchaff'd) as the rude wind. 
That by the top doth take the mountain 7 kind 
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And make him ſtoop toth' vale Tis wonderful 

That an inviſible inſtinct ſhould frame him 

To loyalty, unlearn'd ; honour untaught ; 

Civility, not ſeen in another ; knowledge 

That wildly grows in him, but yields a crop 

As if it had been ſown. What a piece of work! 

How noble in faculty ! Infinite in reaſon! 

A combination and a form indeed, 

Where ev'ry god did ſeem to ſet his ſeal. 

Heaw'n has him now Let let our idolatrous | 
fancy 

Still tanctify his relicks ; and this day 

Stand aye diſtinguiſh'd in the kalendar 

To the laſt ſyllable of recorded time: 

For if we take him but for all in all 

We ne'er ſhall look upon his like again. 


— —_ 
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To Mr Frrz-Apau. 


S1R, 


* O U have reading and experience enough 
to know, that ſome of the greateſt orna- 
ments and conveniencies of life owe their rife 
to inconfiderable beginnings; and, on the con- 
trary, that little abuſes and miftakes, by conti- 
dual repetitions and aggravations, have grown 
into calamities, which have ſeverely exerciſed, 
35s well the wiſdom, as the patience of man- 
kind. In this light it is hoped the following 
petition 
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petition will be conſidered. It was not drawn 
up barely to amuſe your readers for five or x 
minutes, but with a view to very important 
conſequences that may poſſibly be derived from 
it. Your labours ſufficiently intimate that you 
conſider your ſpecies as one great family, of 
which you are a member, and conſequent]y un. 
der an obligatien to countenance every thing 
that has a tendency to its advancement. It 
for that reaſon application is made to you, 


Jam, 8 1 R, ; 
Your conſtant read 
and humble ſervant. 


THE 
HUMBLE PETITION 


OF 
ALL tHe LETTERS IN THE ALPHABET, 
-ExcteT E AN Dp o, 


SHEWETH, 


That your petitioners cannot, without great 
violence to their modeſty, inſiſt upon any tuning 
that may reflect honour upon themſelves ; but 
the neceſſity of the caſe wiil plead their excule; 
and therefore they beg leave moſt humbly to te- 
preſent, that in conjunction with E and O, they 
have been, for many ages, in a great part of the 
world the only ſupport of the whole intercourſe 
of human life. By them men have been enable! 

2 tg 


No 180. Tue WORLD. r5y 


to converſe when they meet, and to communi- 
cate their thoughts to each other at any diftance. 
By them the ſocial virtues exiſt, are multiplied 
and improved, to a degree not eafily conceived 

thoſe who, either from ignorance, .or a 
too conſtant familiarity, are apt to contract 
a fort of contempt for objects of the greateſt 
uſe. . 

The body which your petitioners almoſt en- 
tirely compoſe, is known to conſiſt of but few 
individuals; and the buſineſs they are employed 
in is infinite; yet no tranſaction has ever ſuf. 
fered from any defect in them. Under proper di- 
rection, they never fail to execute what is in- 
tended, though in the courle of their ſervice, cir- 
cumſtances frequently occur of the niceſt and 
molt delicate nature. By their intervention 
contending princes diſpute their claims of em- 
pire. Upon them depend divines, ſtateſmen, 
lawyers, and phyſiciansz all profeſſions, all 
trades 3 and with their aſſiſtance the beggar aſks 
his aims. An influence more extenſive, more 
univerſal, is hardly to be imagined : ſo many and 
ſo great are the purpoſes anſwered by your peti- 
tioners : a ſociety that does more honour to the 
ipecies, than all others put together. 

But the utility and importance of your peti- 
tioners have, for their foundation, a perfect har- 
mony and good underſtanding among themſelves; 
inaſmuch as the leaſt diſſention may prove of fa- 
tal conſequence: for ſhould auy one of them 
withdraw his aſſiſtance from the reſt, their acti- 
vity, which qualifies them for all employments, 
wouid in a moment ce-ſe, and they muſt be- 

Vol. IV. O come, 
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come, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the words, dead 
letters. 

Nevertheleſs ſo it is, that certain perſons, 
either through folly or perverſeneſs, have opened 
à door to diſcord, an enemy ever upon the 
watch, and that muſt inevitably. prevail, if a 
ſpeedy and effectual ſtop be not put to a practice, 
which has for many years had its favonrers in 
the greateſt and moſt polite aſſembly of this me- 
. tropolis. A thouſand witneſſes might be pro- 
duced to prove, that at every Ridotto, part of che 
company is feated at a round table, which bas 2 
hollow moveable circle in the middle, with a 
. declivity from the center, and its circumference 
divided into little ſeparate cavities or cells, diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the letters E and O, placed over 
them alternately: the hollow circle is put in 
motion, and a {mall Rory ball thrown upon it 
in a contrary direction; after ſeveral turns, the 
inclination of the 4urface carries the ball down 
towards the cavities - prepared for its reception, 
in one of which, having rebounded ſeveral times, 
it at laſt reſts, and the parties concerned in this 
intereſting event ſucceed or fail, as the chance 
to have choſen, or not, the. letter under which 
the ball happens-to ſettle. 

Now, Sir, the grievance. complained of by 
your petitioners is, that the game ſhould be 
wholly and abſolutely governed by E and O, 
and derive its name from thoſe letters alone. 
All impartial judges will acknowledge the pre- 
ference to be an undue one, fince all your peti- 
tioners are equally qualified for the ſervice, rea- 
dy to undertake it, and have ſpirit enough to 
claim a ſhare in the honour. 

There 
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There is indeed, and there muſt of neceſſity 
he, a precedence in the order of the alphabet-; 
but this has never yet been underſtood to denote 
any ſuperior excellence; and granting it did, 
the two aſſociates: in power cannot avail them- 
ſelves of that circumſtance, becauſe all who 
know their letters, and are capable of counting 
not quite twenty, .will find the tormer of them in 
the fifth, and the latter in the fourteenth place. 
Like other favourites therefore they have been 
advanced, not for their merit; but altogether 
from caprice. | OS 

The - diſadvantages of this practice are evi- 
dent to all. The few who are well eſtabliſhed in 
reading, by a perpetual and cloſe attention to 
E and O only, may entirely forget your peti- 
tioncrs, and. by that means loſe all the advan- 
tages of a learned education. As to the many, 
who have every thing to learn, the danger is, 
that not one of them will be Ep on to ga. 
z ſtep beyond O:; vnc muſt abſolutely defeat 
thoſe expectations which the public may have 
formed from the riſing generation. I 

The remedy for theſe evils is however eaſy 
and certain: it is only to have the letters over 
the cavities made to ſlide on and off, and to pro- 
vile a compleat alphabet of them; then, begin- 
ning with A and B, let them govern for a cer- 
tain time; next C and D are to preſide, and in 
this manner a regular rotation is to take place. 
The uſe of this contrivance muſt be obvious to 
every body, as a thouſand things might be 
taught in this way, which it would be hopeleſs 
to attempt in any other whatſoever. 

2 Your 
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Your petitioners, ſubmitting the premiſes to 
your conſideration, humbly pray ſuch relief, as 
10 N great wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 


> 
& 


"© 


8 


* K 


AA 
8E 2 


— — — 


Nuns. 181, Tausspar. 17 June, 1756 


K 


L. has been remarked. by certain wiſc Philo- 
ſophers, that men are ſtrangely apt to err in 
dir not ions of good and evil, virtue and vice. 
They tell us thñat we have no adequate idea of 
thoſe words, but are continually miſtaking and 
con-ounding them, calling good evil, and evil 
good, virtue vice, and vice virtue, One of 
theſe philoſophers has very lately diſcovered 
that the contentions, misfortun*s, and miſeries 
of mankind are wholly owing to government 
and laws, and that a ſtate of anarchy and confu- 
ſion, where the weak ace at the mercy of the 
ſtrong. and the ſimple of the cunning, is the 
only ſtate of concord, ſacurity, and happincis. 


Another 


2 r 
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Another of theſe philoſophers, who ſeems 


rather inclined to new- model governments than 
totaly to ſubvert them, has proved to the ſatis- 
faction of multitudes, that fraud, luxury, cor- 
ruption, and alt the catalogue of vices (as men 
are miſtakenly pleaſed to call them) are the only 
means to make a community great, flouriſhing, 
and happy ; and, on the contrary, that frugality, 
temperance, continence,. and the like, which are 
vulgarly termed virtues, tend finally to its de- 
ſtruction. | 5 

For my own part, I was not philoſopher 
enough in my youth to inveſtigate theſe deep 
truths; and now I am old, I find myſelf ſo bi- 
gotted to former opinions, as not eaſily to per- 
ceive that rapes, murders, and adulteries, are 
beneficial to ſociety, or that a ſtate of nature is 
better calculated for the preſervation of pro- 
perty, or the eaſe, peace, and. happineſs of man- 
kiod than government and laws. But Jeft it 
ſhould. be ſaid of me, that from the-peeviſhneſs 
and obſtinzcy--of age, I am ſhutting my eyes a- 
gainſt the light, I will freely. confeſs- that I am 
lately become à convert to ſome other opinions, 
which I formerly held in equal diſ- eſteem. I 
had long accuſtomed myſelf to look on Gaming 
as a vice z and as ſuch I have frequently treated 
it in the courſe of theſe papers: but I am now 
fully convineed of my error and that I ought 
to have conſidered it- as a national virtue, and 
productive of more advantages to ſociety. than 
any other whatſoever. That my readers may 
entertain the ſame opinion, I ſhull here pr ſent 
them with a letter which I have lately received 
from a very ingenions correſpondent, whole rea- 


O3 ſoning 
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ſoning upon this ſubject is too concluſive to be 
oppoſed. , | . | 


To Mr Fitz-Aban, 


S n, 


I hope you wilt not think it inconſiſtent 
with the manner in which you have propoſed to 
conduct your paper, to lay before the public the 
complaints of your correſpondents, relating to 
that part of the world you more immediately 
preſide. over; eſpycially as you have declared 
your deſign to interpoſe, whenever the critical 
emergencies of your country ſhall require your 
aſſiſtance. | 

You, who are acquainted with public proceed- 
ings, muſt have taken notice of the additional 
taxes that have been laid upon cards and dice; 
by which it is juſtly apprehended. that the pro- 
fits arifing from the honourable occupations de- 
pendent thereon will be greatly impeded, What. 
ever ſatisfaction gloomy and fplenetic- minds 
(always diſpoſed to anticipate- the ruin of the 
kingdom) may expreſs, I allure you I cannot help 
conſidering this affa'r with the moſt painful con- 
cern ; and I doubt not my reaſons will. be equally 
convincing to you. 

At a time when the perfidious- enemies of 
our country have rendered all foreign trade pre- 
carious ard uncertain, to what happier reſources 
can we fly than the commerce of game? By 
what mean is the circulation of money, the life 
and ſpirit cf' trade, more ſpeedily promoted! 
What other buſineſs can boaſt of ſuch large 5 

a Rf turns? 
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turns? and (with honour be it mentioned) what 
debts in any other kind of commerce are more 
punCually, diſcharged ? How firongly do the 
various fluctuations of fortune inculcate fortiy 
tude, courage, reſignation, and a noble con- 
tempt of death ! virtues for which the proficients . 
in this ſcience have been greatly renowned, 
What better method could be found cut for 
humbling the grandeur, and diminiſhing the 
over-grown revenues of our nobility and geutry, 
than by blending their manners and fortunes. . 
with the loweſt oi their follow-creatures ? Nor 
is it the leaſt- praife of this profeſſion, that the 
fair ſex are qualified to make a figure in it, and 
to exert - thoſe ſtziking talents which we ſcem ſo 
ſolicitous to exclude from many of. the arts of 
life. By a conſtant application to gaming, they 
gradually wear off the killing briglitneſs of thule 
eyes, and the, overpowering ſplendour of thoſe 
charms, which would otherwiſe. be deſtructive 
to many thouſands of mankind. Hence they 
are taught kindneis-and condeſcenſion, and ren- 
dered graciouſly acceſible to the company aud 
carefles of every adoring ſw ain. I, might ob- 
ſerve farther, that while the merchant and 
tradſeman are contracting a narrow avaricious 
turn of mind, a.haughty contempt, and a ſuper- 
cilious air, the gallant ſpirits who have . eſpouſed 
this genteel commerce, acquire an engaging 
freedom of-converſation, a boundleſs. generoſity 
of nature, and an-inimitable polueneſs of man- 
ners, | 
If the political advantages of gaming are de- 
manded of me, I anſwer, that it ſecures our 
money in the kingdom, and keeps it in perpetual 
: CIFCU=- 
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circulation, Can there be a more convincing 


demonſtration of the dangerous confequence. of | 


foreign trade, than th: the riches of the king. 
dom are exhauſted by it, amn\-the national cur. 
rent wealth, according to the opinion of ſome 
wiſe calculators, reduce.| from forty millions to 
twelve? not to mention the importation of the 
various fol.jes, faſhions, and poifons, which ex- 


pole, infatuate,. and deſtroy fo many of our de- 


luded countrymen. Can any other. argument 
be 'neceſlary,to proeure an unlimited indulgence 
to a commerce, from whence ſo many advantages 
ſpring, and which is ſo evidently. conducive. to 
the public good ? 

If it ſhould be objedted, that many perfons of 
plentiful incomes ae reduced to poverty by 
gaming, I ſhould-be glad to know what employ- 
ments in life are totally exempted from misfor- 
tune, and how many bankrupts are recorded in 
our public chronicles, who, deſpairing to rife in 
the world by the vulgar method of trade, have 


had recourſe to this genteel profeſſion, and quick» - 


ly retrieved their fortunes. 
It would be eaſy to mention many more cir- 
cumſtances in praiſe of ſo noble a commerce, if 


it was in the leaft-neceflary : I. doubt not of the 


eoncurrence of all men of genius and ſpirit in 
theſe my ſentiments; I hope the legiſlature will 
henceforward- look with favour: on an art, in 
which the politeneſs, the morals, the conſtitu- 


tion, and the riches of this kingdom are ſo 
greatly concerned; and inſtead of diſcouraging 
it with ſevere taxes, and heavy burthens, will 


contribute every thing to its advancement. To 


this end I cannot preſent. you with-a-better pro- 


poſal, 
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poſal, than “ that all thoſe who can bring ſuf- 
« ficient proof of their having loſt from one 
« thouſand to one hundred thouſand pounds, 
« ſhall be maintained at the public expence, 
« and rewarded for their patridtiſm, in facrift- 
« cing their fortune ſo diſintereſtedly for the 
good of their country.“ | 

If you ſhall pleaſe to communicate theſe 
thoughts to the public, and recommend them by 
fome arguments of your own, I ſhall think you 
that friend of the world you pretend to be, and 
may poſſibly give you ſome future advices, which. 
may not be unworthy your notice. 

I n, 
Your fincere friend, 
and hearty adam irer, 

Jack Lovepox. 
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Very facetious friend of mine was obſerv- 
ing the other day, that he could always 
dilcover with great certainty the ſhape, heig!:t, 
and complexion of ary man's wife in company, 
by calling for his toaſt, If he gives you a lean 
woman, depend upon it, fays he, his wife is a 
fat one; or if he drinks his bumper to a beauty 
of fine he.ght and complexion, you may ſafely 
conclude that the. lady at home is little and 
ſwarthy, and ſo on: for, continues he, I have 
ever found it to be true, that when a man has. 
been married a full half. year, he will be the 
conſtant admirer. of all other women, in. pro- 
portion as they diſter from his own wife. 

| I with. 
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F wiſh with all my heart there was no colour 
e truth in this remark; but I am afraid that 
the wives of the generality of men, like their 
other poſſeſſions, are apt to pall a little upon 
their hands. Fine fortunes, tine houſes, fine 
gardens, and fine equipages, bring but little en. 
zoyment to their owners; inſomuch that we arc 
every day breaking the tenth commandment, by 
coveting our neighbour's houſe, our neighbour's wiſe, 
er any thing that is our neighbour's. 

Whence this perverſenefs of mankind ariſes 
I. will not take upon me. to determine. My 
friend, who never thinks enough to perplex 
himſelf, lays the fault upon human nature. He 
aſſerts that men are in every reſpect juſt what 


they were intended to be, and that we have the 
ſame reaſon ta be angry with a bear for not be-. 
ing a man, as with a man for having the imper- 


fections of one. 
. That we. are frail by nature is too certain 3 
truth; but the comfort iz, that He who made 
us ſo does not expect perfection from us, and 
will pardon errors that do not proceed from wiltul 
corruption, and obſtinate diſphedience. 

There is a humorous fable of the ancients 
upon the general frailty of mankind, which as 


I bave never ſeen in Eugliſh, I have ventured . 


to modernize and tranſlate for the entertainment 
of, my readers. | 
« Jupiter, after he had ſeized the throne of 
& Saturn, conquered the Titans, and made 
the univerſe his own, left the government of 
„ this lower world, and the affairs of mankind, 
© to the inferior deities. . Each had his ſeparate 
„% votaries, and no one was to interfere in the 
4 a : cc depart» 
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« department of af other. Mars was captain- 
general of the ſoldiery of all nations, Nep- 
« tune was lord high admiral, Bacchus preſided 
« over clubs and feſtivals, Mercury over trade, 
« Apollo over wit and phyſic, Minerva over 
learning, Venus and the Graces over beauty, 
« Juno over marriage, Diana over chaſtity, and 
10 ſo on. 

In the firſt ages of the world the affairs of 
« men ſeemed to be in a very flouriſhing con- 
dition; but the face of things began gradu- 
« ally to change, till at laſt a genc ral depravity 
« prevailed - over the face of the whole earth. 
« The gods, finding themſelves unequal to the 
© taſk impoſed upon them, and angry with 
% mankind, petitioned Jupiter to take the go- 
« vernment of them into his own hands; but 
« he frowned .at the'r requeſt, commandin 
them to proceed as they had begun, and leave 
the conſequences to himſelf. "The deities, 
«perplexed at their repulfe, convened a coun- 
cil among themſelves, in which it was agreed 
« that they ſhould draw up a ſecond petition to 
Jupiter, that for the better underſtanding the 
nature of mankind, they ſhould have leave 
to pay a viſit to the world, and to take upon 
them for a time the ſeveral natures of their 
votaries. Jupiter laughed, and conſented to 
their petition, but with this particular limi- 
* tation, that they ſhould be entirely diveſted 
« of ſupernatural powers, and that as they were 
to perſonate mortals, they ſhould be ſubject 
* to their frailties. 

“The deities conſented to the will of Ju. 
lter, and having deliberated on the ſeveral 
parts 


<c 
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parts they were to act, made their deſcent 
upon the earth. Mars bought himſelf a Pair 
ot colours in the guards ; and being a gay, 
handſome young fellow, and a great favourite 
of the ladies, was quickly advanced to the 
command of à company. His equipage wx 
the molt {plendid that could be imagined ; he 
dreſſed, danced, gamed, and ſwore, to the ut. 
moſt perfection; he knocked down watch. 
men and conſtables, crew his ſword upon 
chairmen and waiters, laughed at the par- 
ſons, bilked whores and hackney-coachmen, 
cheated taylors and lacemen, ſtormed towns 
at every tavern, and ſaluted at the head of 
his company with inimitable grace. But 
having unfortunately ſeduced the wife of his 
friend, and being called out on the occaſion, 
he choſe to decline fighting, and was broke 
for cowardice. 

« Neptune was a hardy rough tar, and go 
early the command of a ſixty-gun ſhip, He 
attacked the trade of the enemy with great 
intrepidity, and took prizes of immenſe v> 
lue. His prudence was equal to his courage; 
inaſmuch as his ſhip was never known to 
ſuffer by the enemy's ſhor, or a man to de 
on board her of a violent death. But 3 
Neptune was now no more than a fnan, and 
therefore liable to error, he had the misfor- 
tune to wiftake his Admiral's ſignal to attack 
for a ſignal to theer off, and happening to 
have no inter-{t at court, was difabled from 
ſervice, and ſent to live upon his fortune. 

« Bacchus was a country *ſquire, and a great 
ſportſman; he got drunk every _ 


£ 
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« debauched all the wives and daughters of his 
« tenants and neighbours; till being reduted 
« by his extravagance, and driven to various 
« ſhifts, he at laſt drew beer in a night-cellar 
« to hackney-coachmen and ſtreet-walkers. 

« Mercury was a linen-draper in the city, 
« and acquired a plentiful fortune by being 
« three times a bankrupt ; but happening to be 
© diſ-overed in a fourth attempt, he was ſtript 
« of all his wealth, and very narrowly eſcaped 
« hanging. He was afterwards captain of a 
© gang of thieves, and at leaſt recalled to hea- 
« ven from the condemned hold in Newgate. 

« Apollo commenced mortal in the charac- 
« ter of a phyſician, and fo peopled the ſhades 
* of Pluto with fouls, that the boat of Charon 
became crazy by their weight. Jupiter grew 
„ incenſed at his murders, and commanded him 
„ to begin the world again in a more innocent 
calling. Apollo obeyed, and became a wit: 
© He compoſed looſe ſonnets and plays; he li- 
belled the good, flattered the bad, blaſphemed 
« the gods, and was patronized by the great: 
but unhappily ſtanding in need of their aſ- 
« ſiſtance, they withdrew their favours, and 
« left him to ſtarve in a garret on the bounty 
© of bookſellers, 

Minerva was a lady of fine parts and 
learning, but a great flattern. She never 
& ſtuck a pin in her cloathes, nor changed them 
* till they wore out. Her linen was ſtained 
„with ink, her hair uncombed, her petticoats 
falling off, her ſtockings full of holes, and 
* her feet flip-ſhod. She talked in ſyllogifms, 
rote in heroics, and m3irried her footman. 
Vor. IV. P ++ © Vane, 
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* Venus, who while a goddeſs had always 
% a hankering after mortal fleſh and blood, was 
„ highly pleaſed with this deſcent upon earth, 
« She afſumed the form of a beautiful girl of 
« fourteen, took lodgings in Covent-garden, 
« and dealt out her tavours liberally to all yi. 
i fitors. Her ſtate of mortality was fo ſuited 
** to her inclinations, that heaven and the god- 
« deſs were never thought of, till the los of 
& her noſe made her ſigh for immortality. 

“ Diana was a great prude all day, but 
* had her Endymions by moon-light. It is re- 
&« ported of her, that ſhe was -eleven times 
« brought to bed, without being once able to 
« give the leaſt probable gueſs at the father of 
„the child. 

« Of Juno it is only ſaid, that ſhe ſcolded 
« ſeven huſbands to death; and of the Graces, 
© that they were exceeding neat girls till they 
« married, and fluts afterwards. 

% Having ſtaid the limited time upon earth, 
« they were all ſummoned to heaven in their 
&© human forms and habits, to make their ap- 
« pearance before the throne of Jupiter. Mars 
« and Neptune made a tolerable figure, but 
« looked a little ſhy. Bacchus had a blue 
«© apron on, and a ſtring of pewter pots thrown 
« acroſs his ſhoulder. Mercury appeared fet- 
« tered and hand-cuffed ; he had a woollen 
« cap upon his head, a noſegay in his hand, 
&« and a halter about his neck. Apollo was 
« full-dreſt in a ſuit of ruſty black, a tye-wig, 
na ſilver-hilted ſword, roll-up ſtockings, deep 
« ruffles, but no ſhirt: his features wgre be- 
« grimmed with ſnuff, and his mouth cfAimmed 


« with 


„ dM * 


—_ % = 


| 
5 
$ 
' 


No. 183- TR WORLD. 171 


« with tobacco. As Minerva approached to 
% make her curt'ſy, Jupiter held his noſe, and 
« beckoned her to keep aloof, telling her that 
© for the future he would have no learned la- 
« dies upon earth. Venus held her fan before 
« her face, till Jupiter commanded her to un- 
« cover. He then enquired after ber noſe, 
« and aſked if the gin ſhe had drank that morn- 
« ing was right Holland's. Diana complained 
« much of a dropſy; upon which Jupiter 
„laughed, and promiſed to fend Lucina to- 
© cure her; adding, that he hoped ſhe had had 

good times. Juno looked angry at not being. 
* firſt taken notice of, which apon Jupiter's 
e obſerving, he gave her a gracious. nod, and 
« afſured her that every one of her huſbands 
« was quiet in Elyſium, The Graces would 
„have apologized for their diſhabille, but Ju- 
« piter prevented them, and told them with a. 
« ſmile that he would have no marriages in 
« heaven, He then reſtored them all to their 
© divinities, and after ridiculing and rebuking 
them for their murmurings and curiofity,. 
« diſmiffed them to their ſeveral charges, tel- 
ing them that they were now enabled to 
* make allowances for the frailties and imper- 
fections of human nature, having experienced 
in their own perſons, that he had peopled the 
„world with Mx, and not Gops.“ 
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T was with great ſatisfaction that attended 
to the declaration of war againſt France, 
E 2 having 
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having for above a twelvemonth paſt been ſen. 
fibly hurt in my own private property by the 
people of that nation. Yet injured as I was, 
I concealed my reſentment while there was the 
leaſt expectation of peace, that it might not be 
ſaid of me, 1 had contributed, by any com- 
plaints of my own, to the involving my coun. 
try in a hazardous and expenſive war. 
Every-body knows, that till within theſe 
two years, or thereabouts, it was a general 
faſhion for the ladies to wear hair upon their 
heads; and 1 had piqued myſelf not a little on 
the thoughts that thele my papers had been of 
confiderable ſervice towards curling the ſaid 
hair. I had indeed long ago diſcovered, that 
very few ladies of condition could ſpare time 
and attention enough from the various avoca- 
tions of dreſs, viſiting, aflemblies, plays, operas, 
Ranclagh and Vauxhall, to read over a paper 
that contained no leſs than ſix pages in folio; 


but as the demand for the Wokrp was ſtill 


very confiderable, I contented myſelf with 
knowing that I was every week adorning their 
heads, though I could not be permitted to im- 
prove their underſtandings; and it was a parti- 
cular plexfure to me in all public afſemblies, to 
think that the fineſt faces there were indebted 
to the goodneſs of my paper for ſetting them 
off 80 long as the faſhion of hair continued 
(and to ſay truth, I never ſo much as dreamed 
that it was ſo ſoon to change) I depended on the 
cuſtom of the fair and polite ; but by the inſti- 
pation of French ha'r-cutters, whom the mi- 


- niſters of their monarque have ſent to this me- 


tropolis in pure ſpite to me, the ladies have 


been prevailed cn to cut their hair cloſe to their 
temples, 
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temples, to the great diminution of the ſale of 


theſe papers. 


It was formerly a very agreeable amuſement: 
to me to look in at Mr Dodiley's on a Thurſday 
morning, and obſerve the great demand for theſe 
my lucubrations; but though the ſame demand 
continues among the men, I have frequently the 
mortification of hearing a ſmart footman deliver- 
ing a meſſage in the ſhop, “ that his lady de- 
« fires Mr Dodfley will ſend her in no more 
« WoRLDs, for that ſhe has cut off her hair, and 
«- ſhall have no occaſion for them any longer.” 
Nobody will, I believe, make the leaſt doubt 
that my principal view in this work was to amend 
the morals'and improve the underſtandings of 
my fellow-ſubjefts ; but 1 will honeſtly confeſs, 
that ever ſince the commencement of it, I have 
entertained ſome diſtant. hopes of laying up a: 
fortune ſufficient to ſupport me in my old age 
and as money is at ſo low an intereſt; I intend- 
ed making a ſmall purchaſe in ſome retired and 
pleaſant part of England, that I might have de- 
voted my labours to the cultivation of Land, 
after having weeded men's minds of whatever 
choaked the growth of virtue and good manners. 
This 1 do not yet deſpair of. effefting, as I am. 
not without hopes, that while we: are at open 
war with France, the ladies: will conceive: ſuch 
2 diſſce to the faſhions of their enemies, as to 
tet their hair grow again. If this cannot ſpee- 
dily be brought about, I muſt be forced to ap- 
ply to the miniſters for ſome lucrative employ- 
ment, in return for that indulgence and com- 
plaiſance which I have at all times ſhewn 
them, It is impoffible for me to conceive that 

P 3 my 
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my merits have been overlooked, though they 
have been hitherto unrewarded ; and 1 make no 
kind of doubt that I need only preſent myſelf 
at their levees, to be afked what poſt F would 
chuſe. They do not want to be aſſured that J 
am as willing as able to aſſiſt them in all emer. 
genciesz or, which is ftill better, to vindicate 
their conduct againſt all oppoſers, to ſtifle cla- 
mours in their birth, to convert fears to hopes, 
complaints to approbation, and faction to con- 
cord. | te" | 

But as I do not at prefent recolle& any par- 
ticular poſt of honour and prof that would bet- 
ter ſuit me than another, and knowing that the 
abuſers of an adminiſtration are firſt to be provid- 
ed for, I am willing to accept of a handſome ſum 
of money, till ſomething elſe may be done: or 
if a ſeat in parliament, with a proper qualifica- 

tion, be thought neceſſury for me, I entirely 
acquieſce, as my eloquence in the houſe muſt be 
of ſignal ſervice in all critical conjunctures. I 
would alſo be perfectly agreeable to me if the 
government were to take off weekly twenty or 
thirty thoufand of my papers, and circulate 
them among their friends; or if they object to 
ſuch an expence, and ſhould diſcover no incli- 
nation to oblige me in any of the particulars 
above-mentioned, I humbly intreat, that in lieu 
of the depredations made upon me by the 
French hair-cutters, and in conſiderat ion of my 
firm attachment to his majeſty's family and 
government, orders be immediately iſſued from 
the lord fteward's office, the board of green- 
cloth, or elſewhere, that henceforward all the 
tarts, pyes, paſtry, and confectionary of all _ 
What- 
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whatſoever appertaining to his majeſty's houſe- 
hold, be conſtantly baked upon thoſe papers. 
This would be making me ſufficient amends, 
and greatly encourage me to continue this uſe- 
ful work, till a perfect library might be made of 
it, which otherwiſe muſt have an end before an 
hundred volumes can be completed. 

That the miniſtry may entertain juſt notions 
of the efficacy of my good work, 1 ſhall here 
preſent them with ſome few of thoſe offers, 


which are almoſt daily made me by private 


ons, 

A lady who has lately opened a new bag- 
nio in ent- garden, aſſures me ia a letter, 
that if I will do her the favour to recommend 
her in the WoRLD, I ſhall not only have the 
run of her houſe, but every one of her young 
ladies ſhall be obliged to take in my paper as 


long as it laſts. A grocer in the Strand has 
ſent me a pound of his beaſt tea, and promiſes to 


Wrap up every ounce he ſ<lis, as alſo all his 


ſugars and ſpices in theſe papers, if} will ho- 


nour him ſo far as to make mention of him in 
any one of them, He adds in a poſtſcript, that 
his wife and five daughters, who do a great 
deal of work, make all their thread-papers of 
WorLDs. | 
But a more material offer ſtill, and which I 
have therefore reſerved for the laſt, is contained 
in the following letter: | 
To Mr FiTz-Apan. 
ESTEEMED FRIEND, + 
This is to acquaint thee that we are makers 
of pins on the bridge called London-bridge, and 


that we have each of us given a conſiderable 


portion 
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portion of money for the good - will of the habi- 
tations wherein we make abode : but by an a& 
of the legiſlature lately. paſſed, the ſaid habit 2 
tions are ſpeedily. to be pulled down, and their 
ewelters to be forced to remove to other abodes, 
H thou art in the leaſt acquainted with traffic, 

thou canſt not be ignorant of the benefits that 
accrue from an old eſtabliſhed ſhop, in a ftrect 
where the principal dealers in any particular 
commodity are known to dwell; inaſmuch. as 
when thou wantelt a fiiken. garment for thy wife, 
thou wouldſt repair to the habitations of Round 


court or Ludgate-hill; or if thy linen was rent, 


thou wouldſt doubtleſs reſort to Cheapfide or 
Cornhill; in like manner, if thy helpmate or 
thy maidens wanted pins, thou. wouldſt not fail, 
if thou wert wiſe, to take thy walk to London- 
bridge. But by the act above- named, thy friends 
are exiled from their dwellings, and compel- 
led to fojourn-ina ſtrange ftreat, where even their 
names are unknown.. We therefore requeſt it 
of thez, if the rulers of the land behold thee 
with regard, that thou wilt apply thyſelf ſpec- 
gdily to obtain a- repeal of this a&.; wherein: 
i thou ſacceedeſt,. we will buy up: thy weekly 
labours in reams, and ſtick all our pins therein, 
fo that thy name ſhall. be known far and wide, 
and thy days profperous in the land. 

If thou art a well-wither to thyfelf, thon 


wilt uſe thy beſt endeavours for the ſervict of 


Thy friends, 
ErTHRMIMd MiniKin, 
MaLachr SHORTWITE,. 
Ona ban Mime, 


Hua Lox crix, 6c, &c. 
Alter 
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After duly deliberating upon this propoſal, 


] am inclined to trouble the government no far- 
ther at preſent, than to requeſt the repeal of this 
act, which if they are ſo kind as to grant me, 
my papers will again find their way to the dreſ- 
ing rooms of the ladies, in ſpite of the intrigues of 
France, and her emiffaries the hair cutters. 


— 


_—_ — 


NUMBER 184. Tnunspav, 8 July, 1756. 


W A 5 always particularly pleaſed with that 
] ſcene in the firſt part of Harry the fourth, 
where the humorous Sir Johny Falſtaff, after 
upbraiding the prince with being the corrupter 
of his morals, and reſolving on amendment, 
forms a very reaſonable wiſh & to know where 
© a commodity of good names may be bought.” 
It happens indeed a little unfortunately, that he 
immediately relapſes into his old courſes, and 
enters into a ſcheme for a robbery that night, 
which he endeavours to juſtify, by calling it his 
TRADE : „ Why, Hal,” ſays he, © *tis my 
% vocaTION, Hal,” : 'tis no six for a man to 
' LABOUR in his VOCATION.” ö 
As often as this paſſage has occurred to me, 
I could not help thinking, that if we were to 
look narrowly into the conduct of mankind, we 
ſhould find the fat knight's excuſe to have a 
more general influence than is comwonly ima- 
gincd. It ſhould ſeem as if there were certain 
cegrees of diſhoneſty, which were allowable, 
and that moſt occupations have acknowledged 
latitude in one or more particulars, where men 
may 
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may be rogues with impunity, and almoſt with. 
out blame. | 

It will be no difficult taſk to illuſtrate the 
truth of this obſervation, by ſcrutinizing into 
the conduct of men of all ranks, orders, and 
profeſſions. This ſhall be the ſubject of to- 
day's paper; and I ſhall begin where it is always 
good manners to begin, with my betters and 
ſuperiors, | 

The tyrant, who to gratify his ambition, 
depopulates whole nations, and facrifices the 
lives of millions of his ſubjects to his inſatiable 
deſire of conqueſt, is a GLORIOUS prince. DE. 
STRUCTION is his TRADE, and he is only Lis 
BOURING in his VOCATION. | 

The ſtateſman, who ſpreads corruption over 
a country, and enſlaves the people to enrich 
himſelf or aggrandize his maſter, is an ABLE 
miniſter z oPPRESSION is his CALLING, and it 
is no ſin in him to LaBouUR in his VOCATION. 

The patriot, who oppoſes the meaſures of 
the ſtateſman; who rails at corruption in the 
houſe, and bawls till morning for his poor 
| bleeding country, may, if admitted to a poſt, 
adopt the principles he abhorred, and purſue 
the meaſures he condemned : fuch a one is 2 
TRADER in POWER, and only LABOURING in 
his vocaTION, | 

The condeſcending patron, who, fond of 
followers and dependents, deals out his ſmiles 
to all about him, and buys flattery with pro- 
miſes ; who ſhakes the needy wit by the hand, 
and aſſures him of his protection one hour, and 
forgets that he has ever feen him the next, is 3 
CREAT MAN ; DECEIT is his YOCATION. 
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The man in office, whoſe perquiſites are 
wrung from the poor pittances of the miſerable, 
and who enriches himſelf by pillaging the wi- 
dow and tht orphan, receives no more than his 
ACCUSTOMED DUES, aud is only LABOURING 
in his VOCATION, Z 

The divine, who ſubſcribes to articles that he 
does not believe; who neglects practice for pro- 
ſeſſion, and God for Grace; who bribes a miſt- 
reſs, or ſacrifices a ſiſter for preferment; who 
preaches faith without works, and damns all who 


differ from him, may be an orthodox divine, and 


only LABOURING in his VOCATION. 

The lawyer, who makes truth falſehood, and 
falſehood truth ; who pleads the cauſe of the op- 
preſſor againſt the innocent, and brings ruin upon 
the wretched, is a man of eminence in the world, 
and the companion of honeſt men. LrixG is his 


TRADE, and he is only LABOURING in his VOCa- 


TION. 

The phyſician, who viſits you three times a 
day in a caſe that he knows to be incurable; 
who denies his aſſiſtance to the poor, and writes 
more for the apothecary than the patient, is an 
HONEST phyſician, and only LOBOURING in his 
VOCATION, 

The fine lady of faſhion, who piques herſelf 
upon her virtue, p haps a little too much; who 
attends the Sermon every Sunday, and prayers 
every week- day; and who if ſhe flanders her beſt 


friends, does it only to reform them, may inno- 


cently indulge herſelf in a little CHEATING at 
CARDS ; ſhe has made it her voCAT10N. 
The tradeſinan, who aſſures you upon his 


honeſt word that he will deal juſtly with you:; 


yet 
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yet ſells you his worſt commodities at the higheſt 


price, and exults at over-reaching you, is x 
GOOD MAN, and only LABOUKING in his yocs. 
TION. 5 | 

The infidel, who, fond of an evil fame, would 
rob you of a religion that inculcates virtue, 
and inſures happineſs as its reward ; who laughs 
at an hereafter, and takes from you the only 
expectation that can make life endurable, is a 
DEALER in TRUTH, and only LABOURING in his 
VOCATION, | | 

The author, who to inſure a ſale to his works, 
throws out his ſlander againſt the good, and 
poiſons the young and virtuous by tales of wan- 
tonneſs and indecency, is a WRITER of $PIRIT, 
and only L4BOURING in his VOCATION. 

To take characters in the groſs : the game- 
ſter, who cheats you at play; the man of ple 
ſure, who corrupts the chaſtity of your wife; 
the friend, who tricks you in a horſe ; the ſtew- 
ard, who defrauds you in his accounts; the 
butler, who robs you of your wine ; the foot. 
man, who ſteals your linen; the houſekeeper, 
who overcharges you in her bills; the par- 
dener, who — your fruit to market; the 
groom who ſtarves your horſes to put their al- 
L»wance in his pocket; in ſhort, the whole train 
of ſervants, who impoſe upon you in the ſeveral 
articles entruſted to their care, are only receiv- 
ing their LAWFUL PERQUISITES, and LABOUR- 
ING in their VOCATIONS, 

I know but one ſet of men, who ought 
commonly to be excepted in this general charge 
and thoſe are the projectors. The ſchemes of 
all ſuch men are uſually too romantic to impole 


L upon 
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upon the credulity of the word; and not be- 
ing able to plunder their employers, they are 
LABOURING in their vocarioxs to cheat only. 
themſelves. | 

I would not be miſunderſtood upon this oc» 
caſion, as if I meant to adviſe all people to be 
honeſt, and to do as they would be done by in 
their ſeveral vocations : far be it from me to in- 
tend any ſoch thing; I am as well aſſured as 
they are, that it would not anſwer their pur- 
poſes. The tyrant would have no glory with- 
out conqueſts ; his miniſters no followers with- 
out bribes; the patriot no place without oppo- 
fition z the man in office no perquiſites without 
fraud; the divine no plaralities without time- 


ſerving; the lawer no clients without lying; 


the phyſician no practice without apothecaries z 
the tradeſman no country-houſe without exaCt= 
ing; the fine lady no ronts without cheating 
the infidel no fame without proſelytes; and the 
author no dinner without ſlander and wanton- 
neſs: the gameſter would be undone ; the man 
of pleaſure inactive; the gentleman jockey 
would fell his horſe at half-pricc z and the ſtew- 


ard, the butler, the footman, the houſe-keeper, 


the gardener, the groom, and the whole train 


ol ſervants loſe their ncceſſary perquilites. 


The old maxim, that “ honeſty is the beſt 
« policy,” has been long ago exploded : but I 
am firmly 6f opinion, that the APPEARANCE of 
it might, if well put on, promote a man's in- 
tereſt, though the xeaLITY maſt deſtroy it. I 
would therefore recommend it to perſons in all 
vocations (if it be but by way of trial, and for 
the novelty of the thing) to put on now-and-then 

Vol. IV. 11 tl. 
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the APPEARANCE of a little honeſty. Moſt men 
have a natural diflike to be cheated with their 
eyes open; and though it is the faſhion of the 
times to wear no concealment, yet to deceive 
behind the maſk of integrity, has been deemed 
the moſt effeCtual method. To further this 
end, the APPEARANCE of a {mall portion of re- 
LIG1ON would not be amifs ; but I would by no 


means have this matter overdone, as it com- 


monly is. Going to prayers every day, or fing- 
ing pfalms on a Sunday in a room next the 
ſtreet, may look a little ſuſpicious, and ſet the 
neighbours upon the watch: nor would 1 adviſe 
that a tradeſman ſhould ſtand at the ſhop-door 


with a prayer- book in his hand, or that a lawyer 


thould carry the Whole Duty of Man in his bag 
to Weſtminiſter-hall, and read it in court as often 


as he fits down: there are other methods that 


may anſwer the purpoſe of cheating much bet- 
ter. A yea and nay converſation, interrupted 
with a few ſighs and groans for the iniquities of 
the wicked, loud reſponſes at church, and long 
graces at meals, with here and there a godly 
book lying in the window, or in places moſt in 
ſight, will be of ſingular utility; and further 
than this I would by no means adviſe. 

To all thoſe gentlemen and ladies who follow 
mo vocations, and who have therefore no imme- 
Giate intereſt in cheating, I would recommend 


the PRACTICE of honeſty before the aPPEAR- 


ANCE of it. As ſuch perfons ſtand in no need 
of a cloak, I ſhall fay nothing to them of religion, 
only that the REALITY of it might be uſeful to 


them in aflliftions ; or if ever they ſhould take 
it into their heads that they muſt one day die, it 


might 
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might poſſibly alleviate the bitterneſs of ſo un- 
common a thought. To do as they would be 
done by, would in all probability render them 
happier in themſelves, and lead them to the en- 
joy ment of new e in the e of 
others. 


* 
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To Mr Frrz-Apau. 
8 I Ry. 
Y caſe is a little ſingular, and therefore 
I hope you will let it appear in your pa- 
per. I ſhould ſcarcely· have attempted to make 
fuch a requeſt, had not I very ſtrictly looked 
over all the works of your predeceſſors, the 
Tatlers, Spectators and Guardians, without a 
poſſibility of finding a parallel to my unhappy 
fituation.- Be | 

I am not henpecked; I am not grimalkined:; I 
have no Mrs Freeman with her Italian airs ; but 
I have a wife more troubleſome than all three, 
by a certain ridiculous and unneceſſary devotion 
that ſhe pays to her father, amounting almoſt to 
idolatry. When I firſt married her, from that 
tpecious kind of weakneſs which meets with 
encouragement and applauſe, only becauſe it «is 
called good-nature, I permitted her to do what- 
ever ſhe pleaſed : but when I thought it requiſite 
to pull in the rein, J found that her having the 
bit in her teeth, rendered the ſtrength of my 
curb of no manner of uſe to me. Whenever 1 
A to draw her in a little, ſhe toſſed up 


Q 2 her 
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her head, ſnorted, pranced, and gave herſelf 
ſuch airs, that unleſs I let her carry me where 
the pleaſed, my limbs, if not my life, were in 
danger. L he love of power is inherent in the 
diſpoſition of womankind: and I do not pre- 
tend that her vapours, hyſterics, low. ſpirits, or 
whatever dſe the learned are pleaſed to call 
them, are not equalled by thoufands of married 
women in theſe melancholy kingdoms: but the 
FATHER, the FATHER is the point which diſ- 
tinguiſhes me from the reſt of my brethren. 
Tzbis old fellow is of a moſt capricious, un- 
equal temper, and, like the ſatyr in the fable, 
' blows hot and cold in the ſame breath. Some- 
times he is very fond of me and my friends, 
and at other times he will not ſufler us to look 
at him. In whatever mood the od gentleman 
thinks fit to appear, io the ſame mood. madam 
his daughter diſpenſes her pouts and frowns, or 
her ſmiles and good-humour. W hatever ſhape 
old Poros puts on, CaERA, his daughter, 
puts on the ſame. I call him PxorEvs, be- 
- cauſe tho' I have known him many years, I have 
never known him a week together in the ſame 
form. He is vapouriſh; fo is his daughter: he 
is a quack; ſo is his daughter: one day he is 
an cconomiſt, even to the greateſt degree of 
avarice ; the daughter alſo has her days of fru- 
gality and improper thrift. Sometimes he is 
profuſe, and a violent ſquanderer; after theſe 
fits my purſe is ſure to ſuffer moſt cruelly. 
Hometimes he is proud, ſometimes he is humble; 
his daughter follows him cloſely in each of the 
two extremes. In ſhort, S'r, both father and 
daughter practiſe more changes than Harlequin 
in 
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in the Emperor of the Moon. Judge then what 


figure a huſband muſt make, who is indiſpen- 


ſably obliged to conform wich all theſe metamor- 


phoſes. 


Laſt ſummer, though a cold one, ProTEvs 
took it into his head to dine in the cellar: and 
as we arrived at my country houſe, our cellars 
alſo was immediately announced to be our eat- 
ing parlour. My neighbours tried the experi- 


ment once, in hopes perhaps of being made 


fuodled, contrary to my uſual cuſtom; but that 
not being the caſe, they never offered to return 


again; no, not even the curate of the pariſh, 
who declared-he would drink bumpers in my 
cellar as long as I pleaſed, but he could not eat 
there and ſip thimble-fulls, though he were ſure 


to dine every day on a paſty, or a haunch of 


veniſon... So that my wife and I, for three 


months together, dined like King Pharaob, amidſt 
frogs and darkneſs : nor had we any other com- 
panions than the reptiles that crawled out of he 


walls, as imagining their territories. invaded. But 


my wife endured every. inconveniency with, ama- 


zing patienre, becauſe; ſhe had heard her father 


ſay, that this was the beſt method to drink iced ' 
liquors, without being at the expence of an ice- 


houſes. 43 


Laſt winter, I was ſtill put to greater 1 - 


ſhips. ProTEvus, who ſome time ago travelled 
abroad, neither. for health nor improvement, 


but merely; in. ſearch. of that philoſopher's ſtone 
called Tas E, declared that in Italy no noble- 


man's houſe had a chimney in any room except 
the kitchen; and he added, that as it was an ex- 
ample which: he reſolved to follow, he hoped it 


migkt be ſo reliſhable to his friends, that they 


2 3 would 
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would cut off that exceſſive dear article of firing, 
znd expend their coal-money in buildings, ſta- 
tues, or lakes. The word was no ſooner given, 
than my wife bricked up every chimney, except 
the kitchen chimney, in my honſe; and in Ja- 
nuary. (though we were permitted to have little 
earthen ſtoves in our chambers) the cold was 
fo intenſe, that my little boy Tommy died of 
the whooping-cough 3 and I myſelf caught an 
ague, which laſted four months, and brought 
upon me an apothecary's bill, amounting to nine- 
ty pounds for drugs, which were indeed much 
fuller of TasTE than I deſired. 

The furniture of my houſe, and the ſhape of 
my gardens, have been changed at leaſt ten times 
over; yet if you were to judge, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
from the conſtant ' converſation of my wife and 

ber father, you would pronounce them the beſt 
economiſts in Europe: and ſo they are, in ſmall. 
beer, oil, and vinegar. 

Though I always avoid exceſs of drinking: 
when at home (my father-in-law, fince my mar- 
riage, having been remarkably ſober) yet it is my. 
misfortune, and I confeſs it is a fault, to go 
now-and-then to the tavern, and there to exceed 
the ſtrict hmits of ſobriety. It is impoſſible, 
among jovial companions, not to indulge a vein 
of gaiety; the · effect / of which is, that at night I 
am apt to ſtagger towards the nuptial bed a little 
too heavily loaded with liquor; The night is 
ſnored away in oblivion ;. but oh when the 
morning approaches, and I awake and open my 
eyes, what a face of anger do I: behold , and 
what dreadful peals of conjugal thunder do I 
hear ! Thoſe peals commonly end with a _ 

Wo . clap 
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«lap than ordinary, in words: to this purpoſe.: 
„Ak. Mr Tamedeer, Mr Tamedeer, is this 
the reward for all my love and kindneſs? 
Have I quitted my dear father for the embraces 
© of a {ot ? When was that coal old man ever 
« diſguiſed in liquor? To this I might rep! V5 
if I dared to make an anſwer; that indeed he is 
fo often diſguiſed out of liquor, he ought never 
to be diſguiſed in it: and I might alſo add, that 
he is moſt: injurioufly ſlandered, if ſame five- 
and-twenty years ſince, he did not drink, ſmoke, 
n go through the et cætera as well as the beſt. 
of us. 

If I offend or rebel in any one point, and 
indeed I offend and rebel in very few, my wife 
immediately applies to my father- in- law, and I 
am ordered to alter my conduct, and to ſubmit 
properly to judgements far ſuperior to my, own, 
Thus is my I (my wife's virtue always ex. 
cepted) far more deplorable than Barnaby Brit- 


tle's in the play; nor have I the comfort ap- 


pendant to Sir John Enville, Knt. in deing mar- 
ried to a woman of quality. That circumſtance 


at leaſt-miight have proved an ingredient to ſa- 


Is my pride. 
his uneaſy ſituation, which I have deſcribed 


with exact truth, has occaſioned me to ruminate 
continually: upon ſome method of relief. None 


occurs to me, except a formal divorce. You 


will aſk what cauſe can be alledged ?- ſince there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow- of either of adul- 


tery, ll-uſage, or any other matrimonial miſde- 


meanor. True. But cannot I prove a 
marriage? Was not ſhe married to her father, 
to all. out ward — long before ſhe went 


with 
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with me to the altar? Does not that marriage 
- evidently continue, without any other breach, 

than having a ſecond huſband in points where 
the firſt huſizand does not care to meddle ? Is (he 
not more obedient to her firſt huſband than her 
ſecond? Has ſhe filled, as ſhe ought, her vow 
of matrimony to me ? Whom does ſhe obey? 
not me, but her father. Whom does ſhe honour ? 
not me, but her father. May not I hope there- 
fore to be relieved in any judicial or eccleſiaſtical 
court in England? | 


Vour opinion fully ſtated upon this caſe would 


encourage me to go on, or diſcourage me from 
proceeding.” If I cannot be relieved by law or 
equity, I will try to ſummon up courage to fight 
my father-in-law. I know he is a coward, but 


then I am under apprehenſions, that the jade has 


diſcovered to him that I am a greater coward than 


himſelf. At all events, Mr Fitz-Adam, let me 


have your advice, becauſe I am 
| Tour conſtant reader, 
and admirer, 


Tacuas TAMEDEER, | 


pot — 


— — TY = A. 


To Mr Frrz- Ana. 
81 R, ry 


1 AM the ſame clergyman who troubled you 


with an account of his misfortunes in your 


paper, Numb XXXI. and am indebted to your 
kind publication of that letter · for the eaſe and 


happineſs which, with only one ſingle interrup- 


ton, I have enjoyed ever ſince. My ancom- - 
l mon- 
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mon, and I hope I may ſay, unmerited diſtreſſes, 
recommended me to the notice of a noble lord, 
who called ta ſee me at my lodgi "_ „brought 
me home to his lordſhip's own houſe, and ho- 
noured me ſo far as to make me his domeſtic 
chaplain. His lordſhip's regard for me was ſo 
truly ſincere, that he married me ſoon after to 
my lady's woman, a young perſon of admirable 
beauty and virtue, and a great favourite of my 
lord, becauſe, as his lordſhip uſed to tell me, 
the was a clergyman's daughter, and, for what 
reaſon he knew not, extremely hated by his 
lady. But my good fortune did not end here: 
his lordſhip, whoſe nature is never to be tired 
with doing good, was ſo very obliging as to take 
us a little houſe, ready-furniſhed, in. a retired 
and pleafant part of the town, paying the rent 
of it himſelf, and making us couliderable pre- 
ſents from time to time: he was alſo ſo. very 
condeſcending as to ſpend two or three evenings, 
in a week with us, and frequently to take my 
wife with him in the chariot, for an after- 
noon's airing, as ſhe had the misfortune, ſoon. 
after our marriage, of labouring under an ill 
ſtate of health, which, as we all feared, would. 
terminate in a dro ply. 

His lordſhip was ſtill kinder to me in other 
affairs, inſomuch that in leſs than two months 
after our marriage, he ſent me into the weſt, 

with thirty guineas in my pocket, to ſupply the 
place of a worthy clergyman, whom my lord 
had ſent for to town upon particular buiinels ; 
and becauſe the ill health of my wife required 
a little country air, his lordſhip propoſed _ 


'olgings for her at Knightſhridge es 9 
bicnce 
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abſence, where ſhe was daily to be attended by 
his own phyſician. 0 2 

At the end of fix weeks, his lordſhip was 
Pleaſed to recall me to town, wbere I had the 
mnexpreflible ſatisfaction of finding my wife re- 
turned to her houſe, perfectly cured of her dif. 
order, with only a little paleneſs remaining from 
the violent remedies. prefcribed to her by her 
phyſician. I had the additional bappineſs of 
finding his lordſhip with my wife, waiting my 
return, and to be honoured with his thanks for 
the faithful diſcharge of my truſt, together with 
a promiſe of the very firſt living that ſhould fall 
. within his gift. 


J mention theſe thinge, Sir, to the honour of 


my noble benefactor, who ever ſince my mar- 
riage, which is now three years ago, has- been 
laviſhing his favours upon me; who has been 
fo very condeſcending to ſtand godfather in per- 
fon to my two children, and to take every op- 
rtunity of making me happy by his viſits. But 
** not entering into a particular detail of the 
pleaſures Fenjoy : I have another motive for trou- 
bling you with this letter. 

His lordſhip, the beginning of this month, 
was pleaſed, amongſt the many inſtances of his 
goodneſs, to procure for me a chaplainſhip in 
one of the regiments now in Scotland; and as 
my attendance was immediately neceflary, and 
my wife too far gone with child to think of 
going with me; as ſoon as I had. prepared every 
thing for-my journey, I ſent an advertiſement to 
the Daly Advertiſer in the following words. 

&« Wanted, an agreeable companion in a 


0 poſt-chaiſe to Edinburgh. Enquire for the 
TE. 
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« reverend W. B. at the Green-Park coffee- 
u houſe, Piccadilly. Note, the utmoſt expedi- 
« tion will be neceflary.” _ | 8 
The next morning, as I was reading a newſ- 
paper in the coffee-room, I heard a young gen- 
tleman, of a very modeſt and decent appearance, 
enquiring at the bar for the reverend Mr W. B. 
[ told him that I was the perſon, and calling for 
a couple of diſhes of coffee, we ſat down together, 
and entered upon the ſubject of the advertiſe. 
ment. He afſured me, that if his friends did not 
flatter him, he was a very agreeable companion; 
that he had buſineſs of conſequence to tranſact 
at Edinburgh; that he was particularly pleaſed 
to find by the advertifement that I was a clergy- 
man, having a great veneration for gentlemen of 
that function; that he had entertained thoughts 
of becoming one himſelf, was a near relation of 
the biſhop of“, and though young as he ap- 
peared, he was never ſo happy as when engaged 
in ſerious converſation» with a worthy divine, 
He was pleaſed to add, that he faw ſomething 
in my appearance which entitled me to that 
character, and that he did not doubt of being 
greatly edified during ſo long a journey. Many 
civilities paſſed on my ſide in return; and in the 
end it was agreed that we ſhould ſet out that ve- 
ry evening at ſix o'clock. He was punctual to 
his appointment, with a ſcrvant on horſeback, 
leading a handſome gelding for his maſter, who 
with two young gentlemen, his friends, were wait- 
ing for me at the inn. I could not help obſerving, 
while the chaiſe was getting ready, that thee 
young gentlemen were taking a good deal of 
pairs to ſtifle a laugh, which on our ſtepping 
into 
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into the carriage, they were no longer able to 
contain: but I made no remarks upon their be- 
haviour, and we ſet out upon our journey. 
We reached Ware that night, without any 
thing happening worthy of remark, except that 
we were ſtopt upon the road by two young gen- 
tlemen on horſeback, and interrupted in a very 
ſerious converſation, by their ſaluting my com- 
panion with, “ Z—ds, Jack ! what, playing 
„ the faint, and travelling to heaven with a 
„ parſon!” My fellow-traveller gave them a 
look of contempt, and after aſſuring them that 
he had not the honour of knowing them, and 
pulling up the glats, ordered the poſtilion to 
drive on. 1 | 
Our evening at Ware was ſpent-in remarks 
on the diffoluteneſs of the times, and the inde- 
cent liberties that wild and profligate young fel- 
tows were every where taking with the clergy, 
After much ſerious diſcourſe, and moderate r& 
freſhment, we retired to reſt, 1 flept longer 
than uſual in the morning, and no ſooner was [ 
awake than I diſcovered, with equal confuſion 
and ſurpriſe, that I was in bed with a woman, 
who, as I attempted to get up, threw her arms 
about my neck, and cowpelled me to lie down. 
The ſtruggle and the noiſe J made upon this oc- 
caſion, together with the ſcreams of the woman, 
who ſtill held me faſt, alarmed the whole. inn, 
and drew a crowd of ſpectators into the room, 
headed by my companion, and followed by a 
ſoldier, who called himſelf the huſband of the 
woman, ſwearing that he would have my heart's 
blood for corrupting the chaſtity of his wife, I 
pleaded my innocence to an unbelieving audi- 
a 2 ence, 
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once, While: the woman- accuſed me of having 
forced her againſt: her will; pretending that it 
was het misfortune over-night to be a little in 
liquor, and that ſhe had miſtaken the room L 
lay in for her umn. 
| To dell no longer chan is needful upon this 
diſgraceful affair, I was in the end compelled to 
e a guinea to the ſoldier, and afterwards to 
bmit with patience to the inſults of a mob, who 
ſurrounded the inn at our entrance into the poſt⸗ 
chaiſe, and followed it nee to the very 
extremity of the town. 
From the paſſive behaviour of my compani- 
on at the inn, and the demure looks that he 
no put on, I began to harbour a ſuſpicion of 
him not greatly to his advantage; and while I 
was deliberating in what manner to addreſs him, 
an accident happened, which at once threw him 
off his guard, and diſcovered to me, that in- 
ſtead of an agreeable companion, I was travel- 
ling with a fend. This accident was the ſud- 
den and violent overturning of the poſt-chaiſe; 
upon which occaſion, though neither of us was 
Hurt, he diſcharged ſuch a volley of curſes on 
the poſtilion, as made me tremble to hear him. 
J endeavoured to pacify him by the gentleſt ad- 
monitions, which, inſtead of calming his anger, 
turned it all upon myſelf; and amid a thou- 
ſand oaths and imprecations, he vowed revenge 
upon my head, telling me that he hated a par- 
fon as he hated old Nick'; that he had bribed the 
ſoldier's whore to go to bed to me at the inn, 
and that he came out upon no other buſineſs 
than to play the devil with me all the way. I 
ſtood aghaſt at waat I heard, and refuſed get- 
VoL. IV. 1 ting 
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he parſon and his doxi:s. 


ring into the chaiſe again; upon which a ſtrug- 


ple enſued, and blos paſſed between us; till 
by the aſſiſtance of his ſervant, and the knavery 


of the poſtilion, whom he gained over to his 


ſide with a whole handful of ſilver, I was thruſt 
into the chaiſe, and compelled to go on. . 

We had ſcarce travelled a mile before we 
overtook a couple of gypſies upon the road; one 
an old woman, the other a girl. They were all 
over rags and filth, and ſo intoxicated with li- 
quor, that they reeled at every ſtep. My com- 
panion called to the poſtilion to ſtop, and after 
queſtioning theſe wretches about the way they 
were going, got out of the chaiſe, and told me, 
that he could not in charity ſit lolling at his 
eaſe, while two of the tender ſex were walking 
bare-foot on the road; and that if I had no 
weighty objections, he would make the old lady 
an offer of his ſeat, and miſs, as he was pleaſed 


to call her, might with; great conveniency ſit up- 


en my knee. It was in vain for me to expoſtu- 
date, or to attempt leaping after him: his ſer- 
vant held me faſt by the arm, While the maſter 
wi:h great gravity and ceremony handed the 
creatures into the -cbaiſe, and then mounting 
his horſe, rode cloſe by its. ſide, talking obſce- 
nity to the wretches, and inſtructing them to be- 
have to me in a manner not to be endured nor 
deſcribed. 7 7 

In this manner we paſſed through the villages, 
and entered Royſton; the poſtilion being or- 
dered to walk his horſes gently to the inn, that 
we might be followed by a mob, waom my 
companion called to at every turr ing to ſmoke 


I flept 
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I ſept from the chaiſe amidſt the hallooing: 
of the rabble, and ran into a room, the door of 
which I locked. Here I determined to remain, 
or to fly to the magiſtrate far protection, had not 
my tormentor made his. appearance at the win- 
dow, telling me that as the. joke was now at zan 
end, and as he believed I had had enough of 
agreeable companion, he had altered his -intep- 
tian of viſiting Scotland, and ſhould return to 
town that morning. I thanked him for the fa- - 
vaur, but kept cloſe to my room, till I ſaw him 
with his ſervant ride out of the inn, and take 
the road to London. . 1 then ordered fome re- 
freſhment to be brought me, and a poſt-chaiſe- © 
to be in readineſs 3 but bow great was my aſto- - 
niſhment, when feeling for my purſe, which con- 
tained forty guineas at my ſetting out, I found 
that my pockets. had been rifled, and that I had 
not ſo much as a braſs farthing left me! 

As it was no doubt with me that the gypſies 
had robbed me, I made immediate enquiry after 
them, but learnt that they had diſappeared on - 
our arrival at the inn; and though the moſt di- 
ligent ſearch was made for them, they were na 
where to be found. | 

It was now -impoſtible for me to proceed; TI 
therefore determined to remain where I was, till 
I could receive a freſh ſupply from my wife; to 
whom I diſpatched. a meſſenger with a letter, 
ſecting forth at large all the cruelties I had met 
with. | 

When the meſſenger was gone, it occurred 
to me, that however ill my companion had uſed 
me, he could not be baſe enough to concert 
this robbery with the gypſies, and therefore 

R 2 might 
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might be inclined to make up my loſs, upon 
knowing that I had ſuſtained it. For this rea. 
ſon I determined once more to tranſmit my com- 
plaints to the WorLD ; that if the young gen- 
tleman has any one principle of honour remain- 


ing, he may ſend to Mr Dodfley's the ſum I have 
been defrauded of. My demand upon him is for 


feven-and-thirty guineas, which uneſs he pays 
within fix days after the publication of this letter, 
I will forthwith print his name in the news- pa- 
pers, and proclaim to the public the injuries he 
has Jone me. Y 2 £ 

I have another reaſon for giving you this 
trouble, which is, to caution all gentlemen for 
the future againſt advertiſing in the papers fot 
an AGREEABLE EOMPANION in a poſt-chaiſe; 
as it conſoles me not alittle; that I am enabled 
to make other people wiſe, even by my own 
misfortunes. ' - | 0 20 


I am, | 
"> of © = Your obliged, ' © 
George Inn at and moſt faithful ſervant, 
-; Royſton, ; | 


July 16, 1756.5 4:5 W. B, 


* 
* 


NUMBER 187. THURSDAY, 29 Fuly, 17 56. 
To Mr Fra- Ab 


—_— | 


" A MONG an che grievances that your cor- 


CA reſpondents have from time to time laid 
before you, I have met with no one fituatioh 
| that 


1 
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that bears any likeneſs to my own, or that de- 
ſerves your compaſſion and advice half ſo much. 
Jam the brother of four ſiſters, am the eldeſt 
of my family, a freeman of the city of London, 
and by trade a ſhoemaker. My father enjoyed 
a ſmall place at court, which I believe, one year/ 
with another, brought him in about à hundred 
and fifty pounds. My mother was deſcended 
from the third or fourth couſin of an attainted 
Scotch peer, was a lady's woman when my fa- 
ther married her, and brought with her a very 
large portion of pride, virtue, and fine breeding. 
My father, who before his marriage had held up 
his head very high as a courtier, was now of 
greater conſequence than ever, in the thought 
that by this happy match he had allied himſelf 
to nobility. My mother indeed had one great 
mortification to ſurmount, which was, that ſhe 
had not. only contaminated her blood by marry- 
ing a plebeian, who was formerly a broken 
tallow. chandler in the city, but bad changed 
her illuſtrious maiden name for the coarſe and 
vulgar appellation of Mrs Laycock. - She com- 


forted her ſelf, however, on the firſt appearance of 


her pregnancy, that ſo odious a furname ſhould 
be qualified in her children with the genteeleſt 
and moſt rb chriſtian names that hiſtory or 
romance cou 


* . 


d poſſibly ſapply. My father ap- 


proved the thought, and no ſoaner. was I a fort- 


night old, than 1 was chriſtened with great. 
mp and grandeur, by the. name of ProlEMx. 


y eldeſt ſiſter, who came into the world a year 


after, was called WaLHELMiNa . CHAkLOTTA, 
the ſecond PENTRESILEA, the third TRL E- 
THUSAz” and the fourth Honozaa. -.. Tbere. 


R3 as 


* 
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was alſo a ſecond ſon, who died within the month, 
chriſtened Aca MEN. 

We were all of us trained up to regard theſe 
names as marks of fuperiority over other chil- 
dren, and ſuch as would one time or other 
moſt certainly make our ſortunes. If maſter 

OLEMY was naughty, he was not chid as a 

vulgar child, but admonihed with all the gen- 
tlenefs and forbearance due to fo illuſtrious a 
name. If Miſs WII RELMIN A CnaRLoTTA, 
or her ſiſters Miſs PENTRESILEA, Miſs TEIL E- 
nuss, or Miſs Hoxox1a forgot to hold up 
| their heads, or were caught at romps with the 
boys, they were put in mind of their names, and 
in{truted to act up to them. Our dreſſes were, 
if poffible, as fantaſtic as our names, and the 
formality of our behaviour was of a piece with 
both. And though we were the plaineft chi. 
dren in the world, and had not the leaſt proba- 
ble chance of receiving a ſingle lg to our 
portions, we were trained up to pride and idle- 
neſs, and to turn up our nofes at all the Dicks, 
Toms, and Harrys, the Sukeys and Pollys, that 
were our ſuperiors i in the neighbourhood. 

The neceflary expences to ſuppatt all this ride 
and folly, were more than could be ſpared from 
the narrow income of my father: and maſter 
ProLEMY, who was now ele ven years old, muſt 
have been as totally uneducated as the miſfes his 
ſiſters, if my father's brother, Who was à repu- 
table * ſhoemaker in the city, had not taken me 
into his care, and ſent me to St Paul's ſchool at 
his own expence. To this accident of my life 1 
owe my eſcape from ruin. I was called king 
PTOLEMY by 5 alt the boys, and fo * at for 

my 
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my importance, that I ſoon grew afhamed of my 
name; and at the end of three years, when my 
mother thought it high time for me to return to 
court, I choſe to accept of an offer my uncle had 
made me of becoming his apprentice, and enter. 
ing into rennen with him when my time was 
expired. My father's conſent Nes pretty eaſily 
obtained, 'as 15 found himſelf in an ill ſtate of 
health, and unable to provide: for me: but my 
mother was inexorable, She conſidered that my 
great name would but ill fuit with fo low a 
calling, and when ſhe faw. me determined, ſhe 
told me in a fiood of tears at parting, was _ 
firſt PToLEMY that ever made ſhoes. 

Far my own part; I had been ſo humbled” at 
ſchool about my name, that I never — 
wrote more than the firſt, letter of it: and as P 
very luckily looked more like Philip than Pro- 
LEMY, I have eſcaped the ridicule that would 
otherwiſe-have been thrown upon me. 74 

At the end of my apprenticeſhip, my uncle 
gave me his only daughter in marriage, and dy- 
ing ſoon after, I ſucceeded to his trade and ef- 
fects, and to a fortune in good debts and mo- 
ney, to the amount of four thouſand pounds. 
My mother, who, had never thoroughly re- 
covered the ſhock of her fon Protzny's diſi 
grace, died a few months after my - uncle, and 
my father followed her this ſummer, leaving to 
my fiſters no other fortune than their names, 
which to my great ſorrow has not been quite ſo 
current in the world as to enable them to live 
upon it. To be as ſhort as F can, they were alt 
nuf my hands, and are — 

n 
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with me-as long as I live. But the misfortune is, 
that to keep my ſiſters from ſtarving, I muſt 4 
come a beggar: myſelf; for the expences they 

bring, and the nothing they do, will not ſuffer 
me to go on. By their dreſſes, their names, and 
the airs of quality they give: themſelves, I am 
rendered ridiculous among all my acquaintance. 

My wife, who is a very p ain good woman, and 

Whoſe name 3s Amey, has been new-chriſtened, 

and is called Amelia; and my little daughter, , 
child of a year old, is no longer Polly, but 
Maria. They are perpetually quarrelling with 

done another about the ſuperiority of their names; 
and becauſe the eldeſt ſiſter has two, and the 
others but one, they have entered into. a com- 
bination to rob, her of both, and almoſt to break 
her heart, by calling her Mis Laycock. 

I have ſhewn them the. impoſſibility of my 
maintaining them much longer, and, as tenderly 
as I was able, propoſed their going into ſervice ; 
but they told me with the utmoſt indignation, 
that whatever a ſhoemaker in the city. might ima« 
ine to the contrary, the names of WILREI- 
MINA CHARMLO TTA, PENTHESILES, TELE- 
THUS4, and HoxoR1a, were by no means; fer=: 

vants names, and unleſs. I found myſelf inclined 
to make a better proviſion for them, they ſhould, 
continue where they were. Nay, my youngeſt 
fſter, Miſs Hoxoria, who. thinks herſelf hand- - 
ſome, had. the impudence to tell me, that if ever, 
ſhe condeſeended to let out her perſon for hire, 

it ſhould be for other uſes than thoſe of a ſer- 
yant : to which Miſs TELE THUs4 was pleaſed. 
| ws Ge Gay lodged the. was; entiecly of Mk 
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Honoria's opinion; for that the ſin of being 
a miſtreſs, was not half 1 n as the 
fhame of being a ſervant. 

You will — "ay Sir, how deſirous I am to rid 
the houſe of them, when I tell you, that I have 
even offered to take a ſhop for them at the court 
end: of the town, and to give each of them a 
hundred pounds to ſet up with in any way they 
ſhould chobſe: but their great names, forſooth, 
are not to be proſtituted upon ſhop-bills, what - 
ever their brother Ptolemy, the ſhoemaker; in 
his great zeal to.ſ-rve-them, may pleaſe humbly 
to conceive. | Yet with theſe truly great names, 
that are not to be contaminated by trade or ſer=. 
vice, they have conde{cended to rob my tilt. 
two or three times 3 d no longer ago than laſt 
week, when I caught my eldeſt ſiſter in the fact, 
ſhe told me with great dignity, that it became 
her brother Ptolemy to bluſh, at laying her un- 
der the neceſhty ry of doing en action that Was ſo. 4 
much beneath her 

I haye laid the whole affair before the miniſter- 
of the pariſh, who has taken a preat deal of pains 
to reafon them into their ſenſes, but to no- 

rpoſe: and unleſs yon, Mr Fitz-Adam, WhO 
are a travelled man, can direct them to any part 
of the globe, where gieat names, great pride, 

it indolence, and great poverty are the only 
qualifications that men look för in a wife, 
muſt ſhut up ſhop in a few days, and leave miſs 
WILHEL MINA CHARLOTTAX, and the other 
miſſes her ſiſters, with their illuſtrious names, to 
go begging about the ſtreets. If you know of 
any ſuch * 3 will do me the favour to 
- mention. - 
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mention it in your next Thurſday's paper, you 
will fave a whole * ruin and inf, 


INE oblige, 
SIR, 
Your. moſt ſorrowful-- 
bumble ſervant, . 
P. Larcocx. 


Tube caſe of my correſpondent is, I confeſs, 2 
very hard one; and wiſh with all my heart that 


J had diſcovered in my travels ſuch a country as 


he hints at. All the advice I can give him is, to 
{end for the miniſter of the. pariſh. once mo 
and get his: ſiſters re-baptized : for till th 
nn hows nov made. adit he. 
impoſſible to give them new natures.. 


Nompzn.188. — 5 Auguſt 10 55 


7 * 


Proven the firſt of the fallowing letters 
| a little hard upon. the ladies, for 
whom I have always profeſſed a regard even to 
veneration, yet I am induced to give it a place 
in my paper, from. the. conſideration, that if the 
complaint contained in it ſhould happen to have 
the leaſt foundation in truth, they may have an 
opportunity of adding another proof to the mul- 
titudes they are daily giving, that they want only 
to be told of their errors to amend them. Of 
che ſecond letter I ſhall ſay nothing more, than 
that the expedient propoſed in it to remove the 
evil complained of has my entire ä | 


T6 
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„Jo Mr Frrz-Avan. 

n;, | 2 | $ | 

With as much devotion for the-fair as any 
man, and as high a ſenſe of the happineſs they 
are capable of imparting, I have reſolved to die 
an old batchelor; yet not in the leaſt determined 
by the ſtrongeſt arguments ngainſt matrimony, 

or the moſt faſhionable motives to a ſingle li 

It is my misfortune to eſteem delicury, conomy, 
modeſty, and ſome of the qualifications conveyed 
under the idea of notable, as the moſt engaging 
-ornaments of a well-bred woman. How un- 
bappy then am I, that none of theſe ſhould be of 
repute in the preſent age . 

I had once formed a deſign of tranſporting 
myſelf to Spain or China, for a lady of the da- 
meſtic kind; but giving the preference to thoſe 
of my own country, I delayed my intention, till 
J ſhould ſee the influence your weekly admoni- 
tions were attended with. I am now ſorry to 
nd, that notwithſtanding your cenſorial - dig- 
nity, they have openly dared to perſiſt in thofe 
faſhions you have ſo long oppoſed. An unac- 
countable propenſity to viſit public: places, a ge- 
neral nakedneſs of ſhoulders, a remarkable bluff. 
neſs of face, a loud voice, and a maſculine air, 
have lately gained much ground in- the country; 
and I am apt to think I thall ſhortly ſee the necks 
and boſoms of my fair country-women painted 
with devices of birds and beaſts, in imitation of 
the ancient Britons, though they are now content - 
ed with plain white and re. 

I have obſerved, that as we are gradually 
retreating -from the courage and . greatneſs of 
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-our ſex, the blen are adyancing with 
ſtrides upon us; and whether we ſhall long 
maintain the pre- eminence, is a nn la- 
le to diſpute. f 
I cannot but ſuſpect them of extertaining d& 
-figns of invading the province of man; and 
though I acknowledge their boundleſs power, 1 
never was formed to obey, and cannot think of 
ſubmiſſion. But admitting that the preſent ge- 
-neration of beauties are totally unfit for wives, 
*except to thoſe gentle minds who would think 
*themſelves honoured by having their thouſands 
ſpent i in the genteeleſt mariner, yet in another 
capacity they might be made of the greateſt 
ſervice to their country. When I fee their hair 
'tied in a knot behind, or either hanging down 
in 2 ramellie, or folded up in ribbons, I can- 
not but look on them as the fair defenders of 
Britain, on whoſe gallantry I ſhould rather 
chooſe to rely, than on all the boaſted proweſs 
of our military beaux. On this footing I can 
excuſe them for ſacrificing the thouſand name- 
leſs powers of pleaſing which nature has inveſted 
them with, for the powers of deſtroying, and 
conſent to their changing the darts of Cupid 
for the armour of Mars. Whatever maga- 
zines of lightning are laid up in their bright 
eyes, I hope they will blaze out on this oc- 
"caſton. 

If it ſhould be objeRed that we ought to bave 
Proofs of their valour, and that a big look may be 
conſiſtent with a faint heart; I anſwer, that there 
can be no great reaſon to doubt the bravery of 
"thoſe, who have made it one of their firſt maxims 
0 never to be afraid of a man: and beſides, that 
natural love of — which poſleſſes every 

| individual 
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individual of the female world, would animate 
them forward to the boldeſt enterprizes I 
would rather propoſe, that the more gay and 
airy of them ſhould be diftributed into a body 
of flying light-borſe; the Gadabouts woul.l 
make an excellent company of foragers; the 
more delicate of them would ſerve to carry the 
colours, and the ſight of them would inſpire the 
ſoldiers with unequalled reſolution and courage. 
Thus they might all be diſpoſed in ranks and 
{tations ſuitable to their reſpective merits, diſ- 
tinCtions, and qualifications, from the firſt lady 
of quality to the loweſt belle in the country vil- 
lage. I ſhould alſo adviſe, that a ſufficient 
number of female tranſports ſhould be ſent to 
the relief of our guriſons abroad, if it was not 
irom my apprehenſions that they would not be 
able to ſuſtain a long fiege, and might perhaps 
be captivated by the immenſe fineneſs of an em- 
broidered knight of the order of St. Louis. I 
have only one circumſtance more to mention to 
excite their zeal, which is, that they muſt be 
obliged to content themſclvcs with their own in- 
vented faſhions, till the ſucceſſes of their arms 
ſha!l oblige the French to accept of our wealth 
for thoſe that are a la mode de Paris, 

It this propoſal be agreeable to your judgment, 
hope you will ſecond it by the warmeſt encou- 
ragements. May we not exult in the proſpect 
of that glorious career of ſucceſs which muſt at- 
tend an army of heroines, bred to a contempt of 
danger, and trained up from infancy itſelf to the 
moſt intimate acquaintance with balls, drums, 
routs, hurricanes, and the like? 

Jam, S1R, Your humble ſervant, 
$ A, SINGLETON. 
Vol. IV. + 5 
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Mr FiTz-ADAM. 
I have a complaint to lay before yon, which, 


to the beſt of my memory, you have not hitherto 
touched upon. The ground of my complaint, 
Sir, is this; News, you know, never was more 
fluCtuating than at this moment What we are 


told at breakfaſt is contradicted by noon, and 
that again is old by dinner; the dinner-tale 


ſcarcely laſts till coffee, and all is found to be 


falſe before night. And yet, Sir, there are a ſet 


of wiſe men, who are always ſatisfied with the 


laſt tale, and conſtantly aſſure you they were 


all along of that opinion. Lord, Sir, I knew 


it muſt be ſo: how could it be otherwiſe? 
& J always faid ſo:“ and though accounts 
vary to-morrow, it does not at all affect them; 
for to-morrow they will have been all along 
perfectly well acquainted with juſt the contrary 
to what they knew ſo well to-day. This ever- 
laſting knowledge and ſecret intelligence is 


really, Sir, a moſt provoking inſult on us poor 


things, who are not fo knowing. If I am 
wrong to-day, my friend is wrong to-morrow, 
and that puts us on an equality; but theſe peo- 
ple, who are always ſure to be of the right opi- 
nion, becauſe they have no opinion at all, are 


not to be endured. 


But it is one thing to complain, and another 


to redreſs : and unleſs I thought I had ſome me- 
thod to remedy the evil, I would not complain 


of it. The remedy I would propoſe is ſimply 
this: that the term I be for ever excluded all 
converſations. There is not, perhaps, one ſingle 
impertinence or foppery in diſcourſc, that is not 
imputable to that ſame little letter J. The old 
| man 
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man, going to repeat the lie he has talked him- 
ſelf into a belief of, cries, I remember when Z 
was young. The maiden of fifty bleſſes her ſtars, 
and ſays, I was not. ſuch a flirt. The bold co- 
lonel tells you, I led on the men, I entered the 
breach. The rake, I debauched ſuch a girl, / 
drank down ſuch a fellow. Now, Sir, fond as 
people ar of being fooliſh, they. would even con- 
{ent to be wiſe, if it was not confining their fol- 
lies to their own dear perfons. 'The old man's- 
dull ſtory is only to let yon fee what be was 
himſelf, The maiden gentiewoman only means 
to exemplify her own modeſty, and does not care 
a pin for all the frailties of her neighbours, but 
that ſhe has thereby an opportunity of telling 
vou how virtugus the herſelf is. The ſoldier 
never tells you of a campaign, but the one he 
was himſelf in. The rake never tells you of 
any follies but his own; and the wiſe man I 
complained of in the beginning of my letter, 
never tells you- Mr Such-a-one always thought 
ſo, or Mr Somebody always faid ſo, but 7 al- - 
ways thought ſo, I always. ſaid fo. Let me 
therefore intreat you, Mr Fitz- Adam, to forbid. 
the uſe of this monoſyllable, and you will much 
oblige, 


Six, Tour friend, c. 
| W. 
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WE are accuſed by the French, and perhaps 
but too juſtly, of having no word in 

our language, which anſwers to their word 
S:2 pale, 
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folice, which therefore we have been obliged to 
adopt, not having, as they ſay, the thing. 

It does not occur to me that we have any one 
word in out language (I hope not from the ſame 
reaſon) to expreſs the ideas which they compre- 
hend under the word les meurs.. Manners are 
too little, morals too much. I ſhould define it 


thus; à general exterior decency, fitneſs, and propriety 
conduct in the common intercourſe of life, 


Cicero in his Offices makes uſe of the word 
aerorum in this ſenſe, to expreſs what he telis us 
the Greeks ſigniſied by their word (Iwill not 
faock the eyes of my polite readers with Greek 
types) To Prepon. 

The thing however is unqueſtionably of in- 
portance, by whatever word it may be dignified 
or degraded, diſtinguiſhed or miſtaken ; it ſhall 
therefore be the ſubject of this paper to explain 
nd recommend it; and upon this occaſion I - 
ſhall adopt the word decorum. 

But as I have ſome private reaſons ſor deſiring 
not to leſſen the ſale of theſe my lucubrations, I 
muſt premiſe, that notwithſtanding this ſerious 
introduction, I am not going to preach either 
rel g-ous or moral duties. On the contrary, it 
3s a ſcheme of intercſt which 1 mean to com- 
municate, and which, if the ſuppoſed charac- 
teriſtic of the preſent age be true, muſt, I ſhou'd 
arprehend, be highly acceptable to the generality 
cf my readers. 

I take it for granted that the moſt ſenſible and 
informed part of mankind, 1 mean people of 
F ll. ian, purſue ſingly their own intereſts and 
pleaſures; that they defire as far as poſſiole to 
enjoy them exciulively, and to avall I ; 

0 
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of the ſimplicity, the ignorance, and the preju- 
dices of the vulgar, who have neither the ſame 
ſtrength of mind, nor the fame advantages of 
education. Now it is certain that nothing 
would more contribute to that deſirabile enc, 
than a ſtrict obſervance of this derum, which, 
as I have already hinted, does not extend to re- 
ligious or moral duties, does not prohibit the 
ſolid enjoyments of vice, but only throws a veil 
of decency between it and the vulgar, conceals 
part of its native deformity, and prevents ſcan- 
dal, and bad example. It is a fort of pepper- 
corn quit- rent paid to virtue, as an acknowlecge- 
ment of its ſuperiority; but according to our 
preſent conſtitution, is the eaſy price of freedom, 
not the tribute of vaſſalage. 

Thoſe who would be reſpected by others, 
maſt firſt reſpe& themſelves. Acertain exterior 
purity and dignity of character, commands re- 
ipect, procures credit, and invites confidence: 
bat the public exerciſe and oſtentation ot vice, 
has all the contrary effects. 

The middle claſs of people in this country, 
though generally ſtraining to imitate their bet- 
ters, have not yet ſhaken off the prejudices f 
their education; very many of them ſtill believe 
in a Supreme Being, in a future ſtate of rewards - 
and puniſhments, and retain'tome coarſe, home. 
{pun notions of moral good and evil. The ra- 
tional ſyſtem of materialiſm has not yet reached 
them; and in my opinion, it may be full as well 
it never ſhould; for as I am not of levelling 
principles, I am for preſerving a due ſubordina- 
tion from inferiors to-ſuperiors, which an equa- 


lity of - profligacy muſt totally deſtroy. 
8 3 A fair 


210 Tus WORLD: No. 189. 


A fair character is a more. lucrative thing 
than people are generally aware of; and I am, 
informed that an eminent money-ſcrivener has. 
lately calculated with great ACETacy the ad- 
vantage of it, and that it has turned. out a clear. 
profit of thirteen and a half per cent. in the ge- 
neralitranſactions of life; which advantage, fre- 
quently repeated, as it muſt be in the courſe of 
the year, amounts to a very conſiderable object. 
Jo proceed to a few. inſtances. If the cour- 
tier would. but wear the. appearance of truth, 
promiſe lefs, and perform more, he would acquire 
{ach a degree of truſt and confidence, as would. 
enable him to ſtrike on a ſudden, and with ſuc- 
ceſs, ſome ſpiendid ſtroke of per ſudy, to the in- 
finite ad vantage of himſelf and his party. 

A patriot, of all people, ſhould be a ſtrict ob- 
ferver of this. decorum, if he would (as it is to- 
be preſumed he would) bear a good price at the 
court market. The love-of his dear country, well. 
acted and little felt, wiil. certainly get him into. 
good keeping, and perhaps procure him a hand- 
tome ſettlement for life; but if his proſtitution 
be flagrant, he is only made uſe of in caſes of tlie 
ut moſt neceſſity, and even then only by cullies. 
I muſt obſerve by the bye, that of late the mar- 
ket has been a little glutted. with patriots, and 
conſequently they do not ſell quite io well. 

- Few maſters of families are, I ſhould preſume, 
deſirous to be robbed indiferiminately by all their 
ſervants; and as ſervants in general -are, more 
afraid of the devil, and leſs of the gallows, than 
ef their maſters, it ſeems to be as imprudent as 
indecent to remove that wholeſome fear, cither 
by their examples, or their philoſophical diſſerta- 
; tions, 


= 
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tions, exploding in their preſence, though ever 


ſo juſtly, all the idle notions of future puniſh- 
ments, or of moral good and evil. At preſent, 


honeſt faithſul ſervants rob their maſters conſci- 


entioufly only in their reſpactive ſtations; but- 
take away thoſe checks and reſtraints which the 

prejudices of their education have laid them un- 

der, they will ſoon rob indiſcriminately, and out 

of their ſeveral departments; which would pro- 
bably create ſome little confuſion in families, eſ- 
pecially in numerous ones. 

I cannot omit obſerving, that this Taru en- 
tends to the little triſling oth S of common life; . 
ſuch as ſeeming to take a tender and affectionate 
part in the health or fortune of your acquaint- 
auce, and a readineſs and alacri y to ſerve them, 


in things of- little conſequence to them, and cf. 


neme at all to you. Theſe attentions bring in. 
good intereſt ; the weak and the ignorant mit- 


take them for the real ſentiments of your heart, 
and give you their eſteem and fricndſhip in re- 


turn. The wiſe indeed, pay you in your own 
coin, or by a truck of, commodities of equal va- 


lue; upon which however there is no loſs; {o.. 


that npon the whole, this commerce, {kilfully 
carried on, is a very lucrative one. 

In all my ſchemes for the general good of 
mankind, IJ have always a particular attention. 


to the utility. that may ariſe from them to my. 
fur fellow-ſubjects, for whom. L have the ten- 


dereſt and moſt unfeigned concern; and 1 lay 
hold of this opportunity, moſt -earneſtly to be- 
commend to them the ſtricteſt obſervance of this 


decorum., I will admit that a fine woman of a 


certain rank, cannot have to many rcal vices z 


but at the ſame time, I do infiſt upon it, that 
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it is effentiaily her intereſt, not to have the ap- 
pearance of any one. This decorum, I confeſs, 
will conceal her conqueſts, and prevent ber 
triumphs; but on the other hand, if ſhe will 
be plcaſed to reflect that thoſe conqueſts are 
known, ſooner or later; always to end in her to- 
tal defeat, ſhe wili not upon an average find her- 


ſelf a loſer. There are indeed ſome huſbands of 


ſuch humane and hoſpitable diſpoſitions, that 
they ſeem determined to ſhare all their happi- 
neſs with their friends and acquaintance; fo 
tat with regard to ſuch huſbands fingly, this 
decorum were uſel. : but the far greater num- 
ber are of a churlih and uncommunicat:ve diſ- 
poſition, troubleſome upon bare fuſpicions; and 
brutal upon proofs. "Theſe are capable of in- 
flicting upon the fair delinquent the pains and 
penalties of exile and impriſonment at tbe 
dreadful manſion ſeat, notwithſtanding the moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations fad oaths, backed with the 
moſt moving tears, that nothing- really crimi- 
nal has paſſed. But it muſt be owned, that of 
all negatives, that is much the hardeſt to be 
proved. 

Though deep play be a very innocent and 
even commendable amuſement in itſelf, it is 
however, as things are .yet conſtituted, a great 
breach, nay perhaps the higheſt violation poilible 
of the — in the fair ſex. If generally for- 
tunate, it induces ſome ſuſpicion of dexterity; 
it unfortunate, of debt; and in this latter caſe, 
the ways and means för raiſing the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for the current year, are ſometimes ſup- 
poſed to be unwarrantable. But what is ſtall 
much more important, is, that he agonies of an 
M run will disfgure the fineſt face in the world, 

and 
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and cauſe moſt ungraceful emotions. I _ 
known a bad game, ſuddenly produced upon a 
good game, for a deep ſtake at Bragg or Com- 
merce, almoſt make the vermilion turn pale, and * 
elicit from lips, where the ſweets of Hybla dwelt, 
and where the loves and graces played, ſome - 
raurmured oaths, which though minced and mi-. 
tizated a little in their terminations, ſeemed to 
me, upon the whole, to be rather unbecoming. 
Another - ſingular advantage which will ariſe - 
to my fair countrywomen of diſtinction from 
the obſervance of this decerum, is, that they will 
never want ſome creditable led captain to attend 
them at a minute's warning to operas, plays, 
Ranelagh, and Vauxhall; whereas I have known 
ſome women of extreme condition, WhO be n 
electing the decorum, had flatterned away their 
characters to ſuch a degree, as to be obliged * 
upon thoſe. emergencies to take up with mere 
toad-eaters of very equivocal rank and character, 
who by no means graced their entry into public 


places, | 1 


Jo the young unmarried ladies, I beg leave 


to repreſent, that this. decorum will make a dif- 1 
ference of at leaſt ſive- and twenty, if not fifty 1 
per cent. in their fortunes. The pretty men, | 


who have commonly the Fonour of attending 
them, are not in general the marrying kind of 
men; they love them too much, or t o Lttle,, 
know them too well, or not well enough, to 
think of marrying them. The hufband- like 
men are a ſet of aukward fellows with good 
eſtates, and who nat having got the better of - 
vulgar prejudices, lay ſome ſtreſs upon the cha- 
racters of their wives, and * legitimacy ef the , 

heir 


214 TAE WORLD. No. 190. 


heirs to their eſtates and titles. Theſe are to be 
caught only by ler meurs ; the hook muſt be 
baited with the decorum; the naked one will 
not do. | 

I muſt own that it ſeems. too ſevere to deny 
young ladies the innocent amuſements of the 
preſent times, but I beg of them to recollect 
that I mean only with regard to outward appear- 
- ances 3 and I ſhould preſume that tete à t&tes with 
the pretty men might be contrived and brought 
about in places leſs public than Kenſington-gar- 
dens, the two parks, the high roads, or the ſtreets 
of London. 

Having thus combined, as-I flatter myſelf that. 
J have, the ſolid enjoyments of vice, with the 
uſcful appeaxances of virtue, I think myſclf en- 
titled to the thanks of my country in general, 
and to that juſt praiſe which Horace gives to the 
author, qui miſcuit utile dulci ; or in Eugliſh, who 
joins the uſeful with the agreeable. 


NUMBER 190. THuURsDAY, 19 Aug. 1756. 


CAN remember, when I was a young man 

at the univerſity, being ſo much affected 
with that very pathetic ſpeech, which Ovid has 
put into the mouth of Pythagoras, againſt et- 
ing the fleſh of animals, that it was em time 
before I could bring myſelf to our college mut- 
ton again, without ſome inward doubt whether 
] was not making myſelf an accomplice to a 
murder, My ſcruples remained unreconciled 
to the committing ſo horrid a meal, till upon 
ſerious reflection 1 became convinced of its le- 
gality, from the general order of nature, who 
has. 
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has inſtituted the univerſal preying upon the 
weaker as one of her firſt pr nciples; though 
to me it has ever appeared an incomprehenſible 
myſtery, that ſhe who could not be reſtrained 
aby want of materials from furniſhing ſupplies 
ſor the ſupport of her various offspring, ſhould 
lay them under the neceffity of devouring one 
another, 

But though this reflection had force enou3# 
to diſpythagorize me, before my companions 
had time to make obſervations upon my beha- 
viour, which could no means have turned to 
my advantage in the world, I for a great white 
retained ſo tender a regard for all my fellow- 
creatures, that I have feveral times brought_my- 
ſelf into imminent peril, by my attempts to ret- 
cue perſecuted cats from the hands and teeth of 
their worryers; by endeavouring to prevent the 
engagement of dogs, who had manifeſtly no 
quarrel of their own; and by putting butchers 
boys in mind, that as their ſheep were going to 
die, they walked full as faſt as could be reaſon- 
ably expected, without the cruel blows thev 
were ſo liberal in bt ſtow ing upon them. As I 
commonly came off by the worſt in theſe diſ- 
putes, and as I could not but obferve that I often 
aggravated, never diminiſhed, the ill treatment 
of theſe innocent ſufferers, I Toon found it ne- 
ceſſary to conſult my own eaſe, as well as ſecu- 
rity, by turning .down another ſtreet, whenever 
met with an adventure of this kind, rather than 
be compelled to be a ſpectator of what would 
ſhock me, or be provoked to run myſelf into 
danger, without the leaſt advantage to thoſe 
whom I would affift. 

T h-ve 
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I haxe kept ſtrictly ever ſince to this method 
of flying from the fight of cruelty, whenever! 
could find ground- room for it: and I make no 
manner of doubt, that I have more than once 
eſcaped the horns of a mad ox, as all of that 
ſpecies are called, that do not chuſe to be tor. 
mented as well as killed. But on the other 
hand, theſe eſcapes of mine have very frequently 
| 1.7 me into great inconveniences : I have ſome- 
mes been led into ſuch a ſeries of blind alleys, 
that it has been matter of great difficulty to me 
to find my way out of them. I have been be- 
tray ed by my hurry into the middle of a market, 
the proper reſidence of inhumanity. I have paid 
many a fſix-and-eight pence for non- appearance 
at the hour my lawyer had appointed for bufi- 
neſs; and, what would hurt ſome people worſe 
than all 2 reſt, J have frequently arrived too 
late for the dinners I have been invited to at the 
houſes of my friends, 
All theſe difficulties and Aiſtreſſes, I began to 
fatter myſelf, were going to be removed, and 
that I ſhould be left at liberty to purſue my 
walks through the ſtraiteſt and broadeſt ſtreets, ' 
when Mr Hogarth firſt publiſhed his prints upon 
the ſubject of cruelty; but whatever ſucceſs ſo 
much ingenuity, founded upon ſo much huma- 
nity, might deſerve, all the hopes 1 had built 
of ſeeing a reformation. proved vain ond fruit- 
leſs. I am ſorry to fay it, but there ſtill remain 
m the ſtreets of this metropolis more ſcenes of 
bar barity than perhaps are to be met with in 
all Europe beſides. Aſia is too well known for 
compaſſion to brutes; and nobody who has 
read Buſbequius, will wonder at me for moſt 
'2 | heartily 
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. heartily wiſhing, that our common people were 
no crueller than Turks. : 
I ſhould have apprehenſions of being laugh- 


ed at, were | to complain of want of compaſſion. 
in our law; the very word ſeemed contradictory 


to any idea of it; but I will venture to own, that 
to me it appears ſtrange, that the man againſt 
whom I ſhould be enabled to bring an action for 
laying a little dirt at my door, may with impu- 
nity drive by it half a dozen of calves, with their 
tails lopped cloſe to their bodies, and their hinder 
parts covered with blood. He muſt have a paſ- 
ion for neatneſs not to be envied, who does not 
think this a greater nuiſance than the fight of a 
few cinders. . p 

I know not whether it is from the clergy's 
Having looked upon this ſubject as too trivial 
for their notice, that we find them more filent 
upon it than could be wiſhed : for as {laughter 
is at preſent no branch of the prieſthood, it is 
to be preſumed they have as much compaſſion as 
other men. The Spectator has exclaimed againſt 
the cruelty of roaſting lobſters alive, and of 


whipping pigs to death: but the misfortune is, 
the writings of an Addiſon are ſeldom read by 


cooks and butchers. As to the thinking part 
of mankind, it has always been convinced, I 
believe, that however conformable to the gene- 
ral rule of nature our devouring animals may be, 
(for I would not be underſtood to impeach, 
what is our only viſible prerogative as lords of 
the creation, an unbounded licence of teeth) we 
are nevertheleſs under indel:ble obligations to 
prevent their ſuffering ary degree of pain, more 
than is abſolutely unavoidable, But this con- 


VorL. IV. t T viction 
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viction lies in ſuch hands, that I fear not one 
poor creature in a million has ever fared the bet- 
ter for it, and I believe never will; fince people 
of condition, the only ſource from whence this 
pity is to flow, are ſo far from inculcating it to 
thofe beneath them, that a very few winters ago 
they ſuffered themſelves to be entertained at a 
public theatre by the performances of an un- 
happy company of animals, who could only have 
been made actors by the utmoſt energy of whip- 
cord and ſtarving. | 

I acknowledge my tenderneſs to be particu- 
larly affected in favour of ſo faithful and uſeful 
a creature as a dog; an animal ſo approaching 
to us in ſenſe, ſo dependent upon us for fupport, 
and fo peculiarly the friend of man, that he de- 
fer ves the kindeſt and moſt gentle uſage. For 
no leſs than the whole race of theſe animals I have 
been under the greateſt alarms, ever fince the 
tax upon dogs was firſt reported to be in agita- 
tion. I thought it a little hard indeed, that a 
mzn ſhould be taxed for having one creature m 
his houſe in which he might confide; but when I 
heard that officers were to be appointed, to knock 
out the brains of all theſe honeſt domeſtics, who 
ſnould preſume to make their appearance in the 
ſtreets without the paſſport of their maſter's 
name about their necks, I became ſeriouſly con- 
cerned for them. 

This enmity agamſt dogs is pretended to be 
founded upon the apprehenſion of their going 
mad: but an eaſier remedy might be applied by 
abolifhing the cuſtom (with many others equally 
ingenious) of tying bottles and ſtones to their 
fails ; by which means (and in this one particu- 

lar 
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r I muſt give up my clients) the unfortunate 


ufferer becomes ſubject to the perſecutions of 

his own ſpecies, too apt to join the run againit 
a brother in diſtreſs. But great allowance hould 
be made for an animal, who in an intimacy of 
near ſix thouſand years with man, has learat bat 
one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude this ſubject - as I cannot bat join 
in opinion with Mr Hogarth, that the frequer- 
cy of murders among us is greatly owing to 
thoſe ſcenes of cruelty, which the lower rank; 
of people are ſo much accuſtumed to, inſtead ot 
multiplying ſuch ſcenes, I ihould rather hope tha: 
ſome proper method might be fixed upon, either 
for preventing them, or removing them out or 
ſight z ſo that our infants might not grow up into 
the world in a familiarity with blood. If we may 
believe the naturaliſts, that a lion is a gentle ani- 
mal till his tongue has been dipped in blood, 
what precaution ought we to uſe to prevent MAN 
from being inured to it, who has ſuch ſuperiori- 
ty of power to do miſchief ! 


— 
_ 
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Deiffcile eft Satiram non ſcribere. Juv. 


| To Mr Firz-ADaM. 
S1R, ; 
E has always appeared to me that there is 
fomething extremely abſurd in a general ſa- 
tire: for as it will always inſtruct vanity how 
to. ſhun, and enable impudence-to reject its ap- 


1 2. plication y + 


— — 4 


— — ** 
= _ — 


——ů — 


220 TRE WORLD. No. 1 91. 


plication, I cannot diſcover that it is likely to 
anſwer any better purpoſe, than that of giving 
encouragement to rogues, and adminiſtering com- 
fort to. fools. 
This ſpecies of writing is by no means of 
modern invention, and conſequently can have 
no eſſential connection with the reigning ma- 
ners of the preſent times. If we examine the 
jatiriſts of any other age, we ſhall find that they 
have all unanimouſly followed the examples of 
their father Simonides, and repreſented the hu- 
man ſpecies. in a very unnatural light; nor do I 
think it poſſio e for any one to. diſplay his ta- 
lents this way, without having rezourte to the 
tame expedient. From hence | would infer, 
that the deſcription of a monſtrous character, 
in thoſe early days of fimplicity and innocence; 
vas conſidered only as an ingenious piece of in- 
vention, and that their falſe notion of wit was 
the ſole- occaſion of their giving into ſuch a ridi- 
-culous cuſtom. And this, as I take it, will be 
ſufficient to account for its being ſo faſhion- 
able with us at this time, though there be ma- 
nifeſtly no other reaſon for our admitting it, 
. than becauſe we are pleaſed to fancy the judg- 
ment of the antients, and love to copy indiſcri- 
minately from all their models with a ſervile 
veneration, But ſuppoſing this to be a true re- 
preſentation of the caſe before us, and that men 
of wit never ſitirize with any offenſive defign, 
but purely for the fake of diſplaying their abili- 
ties; yet what ſhall we fay for thoſe churliſh 
malecontents, who pretend to write ſatire, with 
no other earthly talent for it than rank malevo- 
lence ? Why truly, it is to be feared, they have 
| nv 


Nos 197- Tur WORLD. aat 


no leſs exaſperating a reaſon for reviling all 
mankind, than becauſe they are deſervedly de- 


ſpiſed by every body that knows them. For as 


jt is abſurd to ſuppoſe that a man who has al- 


ways been very civilly treated by the world, 
ſhould have any inclination to fall out with it 


in good earneſt, ſo every worthleſs fellow who 


has been juſtly mortified by its contempt or aver- 
ſion, will naturally be provoked to expoſe him- 


{cif to its utmoſt deriſion, by a ſilly attempt to 


retaliate the inſult. And hence it is, if a few 
ſplenetic conceited wretches are not careſſed up 
to the extravagant expectation of their own ĩma- 
ginary deſerts, they ſhall immediately vent Cacir 
reſentment in all thoſe alarming exclamations, 
which have, with equal propriety, been echoed 
through every century of the world. Then for- 
ſooth, that utter neglect of merit which has been 
rhe conſtant reproach of every other age, thall 
once more be the peculiar infamy of this; then 
we ſhall be ſank again into the very dregs of 
time, and ſhall at length be moſt afſuredly filling 
up that aſtoniſhing meaſure of iniquity, which 


has been juſt: on the very brink of being com- 


pleted, ever ſince the firſt judicial infliction of an 
univerſal deluge. 


* 


It is very remarkable that this whim of de- 


generacy has always been moſt prevalent in the 
moſt refined and enlightened ages, and that it 
has conſtantly increaſed in exact proportion with 


the progreſs of arts and ſciences. Every conſi- 


derate perſon therefore, upon ſuch a diſcovery, 


will of courſe be inclined to conſider all invec- 
tives againſt the corruption of the preſent times, 


a8 {0 — teſtimonies of our real 
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improvement. I find, Mr Fitz-Adam, it is 
your opinion that the experience of aur anceſ. 
tors has not been entirely throun away upon us, 
and that the world is likely to grow better and 
wiſer the longer it laſts. I muſt own 1 am en- 
tirely of your way of thinking, and ſhould be 
very ready to declare, was I not afraid of offend- 
ing your modeſty, how much benefit it is likely 
* receive from your weekly inſtructions. 

To thoſe who are ſequeſtered from the more 
— ſcenes: of life, and muſt therefore find 
themſelves foreſtalled almoſt- on every ſubject, 
but ſuch as the private fund of their own imagi- 
vations can furniſh them with; to thoſe, I ſay, 
it may ſeem very» ſurpriſing that you ſhould be 
able to procure ſo many freſh materials for — 
gratification of their curioſity. But the fancy of 
the polite multitude is inexhauſtibly fertile; and 
they who are converſant with it at this time, 
will be ſo far from imagining that you are diſ- 
treſſed for want of novelty, that they will rather 
think it impoſſible for the nimbleſt pen to keep 
pace with its innovations. The only thing that 
can give them any ſurpriſe is, that you ſhould 

ſtill ; be catching-at every. recent folly that comes 
in your way, when they can ſupply you with 
ſuch a plentiful crop of new and unheard-of vir - 
tues. Lam aware that new virtues will found a 
little odd to. ſome preciſe formal creatures, who 
have conceived a ſtrange notion that all the vir- 
tues muſt eternally and invariably reſult from 
ſome certain unintelligible principles, which are 
called the relations and fitneſſes of things. But 
ſurely no man in his ſenſes would ever refuſe to 
vary the faſhion of his 1 the taſte of the 
t times 
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times required it: for it would be abſurd to the 
laſt degree, to ſuppoſe that it is not altogether as 
reaſonable to dreſs out our manners to the beſt 
advantage, as to wear any external ornament for 
the recommendation of our perſons; and not on- 
ly becauſe the common practice of the world = | 
juſtify our uſing as much art in managing t 
pu, as the latter, but becauſe it is difficult — n 
conceive that there ſhould be any more eſſential 
harm in new-modelling a habit of the mind, than 
in altering the trim of a coat or waiſtcoat. 

And really it is aſtoniſhing to think what an 
advantage our prefent improved ſtate of morality 
has over all the ancient ſyſtems of virtue. If 
barely to avoid vice has · been generally reckoned 
the beginning of virtue, to convert vice itſelf 
into virtue, muſt needs border very nearly on 
the very perfection of merit. And can any one 
pretend to deny but that many practices, which 
in times paſt were branded with infamyy have 
at length, by our ingenious contrivances, been 
transformed into the moſt reputable accompliſn- 
ments? A great wit of the laſt age having'aſked ' 
by way of a problem, why it was much more 
difficult to ſay any thing new in a panegyric 
than in a ſatire; endeavoured to account for it 
himſelf by obſerving, that all the virtues of 
mankind were to be counted upon a few fingers, 
whereas their vices were innumerable, and time 
was hourly adding to the heap. But a late 
moraliſt has been fo obliging as to make a great 
diminution in the number of our vices, and 
withal fo ingenious, as to inliſt the greateſt part 
of them into the- catalogue of virtues ; ſo that 

at 
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at preſent a copious lampoon ought to be look. 
ed upon as a work of amazing invention, and 
à trite or barren dedication as the effect only of 
dulneſs. I will not pretend to propheſy to what 
an eminent degree of perfection this double ad- 
vantage muſt in time advance us. It is certain 
that we have at preſent but few. vices left for 
us to encounter with; and as I have reaſon to 
believe, that it is: their names chiefly which 
make them formidable, I think-it would be very 
prudent. firſt of all to give their characters a 
little ſoftening: for could we but once bring 
ourſelves to look upon them with indifference, 
1 make no doubt but we ſhould ſoon be able, 
either to extirpate them entirely, or, at leaſt, 
to gain them over with the reſt of their party 
to the ſide of virtue. 

Some travellers, indeed, have endeavoured to 
make us believe, that many of our modern vir- 
tues have been long ſince practiſed in ſome other 
parts of the world: but let them talk of the 
Mengrelians, Topinambos, and Hottentots as 
much as they pleaſe, yet I am ſatisfied that we 
have made more refinements, if not more diſco- 
veries, than any of them; and that we are till. 
cultivating many curious tracts in the regions of 

virtue, which, in all likelihood, without our 
aſſiſtance, muſt have for ever maine) in. the 
terra incognita of morals. 

Cad I Am, 81 R, 
Yours, &c. - 
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N all my reſearches into the human heart (the 

; ſtudy of which. has taken up my principal at- 
tention for thefe forty years paſt) I have never 
been ſo confounded and perplexed as at diſcover- 
ing, that while people are indulging themſelves 
openly and without diſguiſe in the commiſſion 
of almoſt every vice that their natures incline- 
them to, they thould defire to conceal their vir-- 
tues, as if they were really aſhamed of them, 
and conſidered. them as ſo many weakneſſes in 
their conſtitutions. I know a man at this very 
hour, whois in his heart the moſt domeſtic 
creature living, and whoſe wife and children. 
are the only delight of his life; yet who, for 
fear of being laughed at by. his acquaintance,. 
and to get à reputation in the world, is doing 
pennance every evening at the tavern, and per- 
petually hinting to his compamons, that he 
has a miſtreſs in private. I am acquainted with 
another, who being overheard, upon a fick-bed, 
to recommend himſèlf to the care of Heaven in 
a ſhort ejaculation, was fo aſhamed of being told 
of it, that he pleaded light-headedneſs for his 
excuſe; proteſting that he could not poſſibly have 
been in his right ſenſes, and guilty of ſuch a 
weakneſs. I know alſo a. third, who from a ſe- 
rious tura of mind, goes to church every Sunday 
in a part of the town where he is totally un- 
knn, that he may recommend himſelf to his 


acquaint- 
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acquaintance, by laughing at public worſhip and 
ridiculing the parſons. 

There are men who are ſo fond of the repu- 
tation of an intrigue with a handſome married 
woman, that without the leaft paſſion for the 
object of their purſuit, or perhaps the ability to 


gratify it if they had, are toaſting her in all com. 
panies, purſuing her to every pablic place, and 
eternally buzzing in her ear, to convince the 
world that they are in poſſeſſion of a happineſs, 
which if offered to them, would only end in their 
diſappointment and diſgrace. And what is ſtill 
more unaccountable, the lady thus purſued, 
who poflibly prefers her huſband to all other 


men, ſhould countenance- by her behaviour the 


ſuſpicions entertained of her; and contenting 
Herſelf with the ſecret conſciouſneſs of her in- 
. nocence, ſhall take pains to be thought infamous 
by the whole town. 


That there are perſons 257 a different ſtamp 


from theſe, I very readily allow; perſons who 
determine to pay themlelves by pleaſure for the 
ſcandal they have occaſioned. But it is really my 
opinion, that if the maſk were torn off, we 
mould find more virtues and fewer vices to exiſt 
among us, than are commonly imagined by 
thoſe who judge ouly from appearances. 


A very. ingenious French writer, ſpeaking 
of the foree of cuſtom and example, makes the 


following remarks upon his-countrymen. 


A man,” ſays he, © of good ſenſe and good 
nature, ſpeaks ill of the abſent, becauſe he 


would not- be deſpiſed by thoſe who are pre- 


6 ſent. Arother would be honeſt, humane, 
*- and without pride, if he was not afraid of be- 


80 ing 
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« jing ridiculous; and a third becomes really 
« ridiculous, through ſuch qualitics as would 
« make him a model of perfection, if he dared 
to exert them, and aſſume his juſt merits. In 
« a word,” continues he, “our vices are arti- 
* ficial as well as our virtues, and the frivo- 
« louſneſs of our characters permits us to be 
« but imperfectly what we are. Like the play- 
« things we give our children, we are only a 
« faint reſemblance of what we would appear. 
« Accordingly we are eſteemed by other na- 
« tions only as the petty toys and trifles of 
« ſociety. The firſt law of our politeneſs re- 
« gards the women. A man of the higheſt 
% rank, owes the ntmoſt complaiſance to a 
« woman of the very loweſt condition, and 
« would bluſh for ſhame, and think himſelf ri- 
© diculous in the higheſt degree, if he offered 
her any perſonal inſult. And yet ſuch a man 
« may deceive and betray a woman of merit, and 
© blacken her reputation, without the leaſt ap- 
« prehenſion either of blame or puniſhment.” 

I have quoted theſe remarks that I might do 
juſtice to the candour of the Frenchman who 
wrote them, and at the fame time vindicate my 
countrymen (unaccountable as they are) from 
the unjuſt imputation of being more ridiculous 
and abſurd than the reſt of mankind. 

In France, every married woman of condition 
intrigues openly ; and it is thought the higheſt 
breach of French politeneſs, for the huſband to 
mterfere in any of her pleaſures, A man may 
be called to an account for having ſeduced his 
friend's ſiſter or daughter, becauſe it may be 


freſumed he has carried his point by a Poo 
0 
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of marriage; but with a married woman the 
caſe is quite different, as her gallant can only 
have applied to her inclinations, or gratified the 
longings of a lady, whom it had been infamy to 
have refuſed. 

There is a ſtory. of a Frenchman, which 2s 
T have only heard once, and the majority of my 
readers perhaps never, I ſhall beg leave to relate: 
A banker at Paris, who had a very handſome 
wife, invited an Engliſh gentleman, with whom 
he had ſome money tranſactions, to take a dinner 
with him at his country-houſe. Soon after din- 
ner the Frenchman was called out upon his bu- 
fineſs, and his friend left alone with the lady, 
who to his great ſurprize, from being the eaſieſt 
and gayeſt woman imaginable, ſcarcely conde- 
ſcended to give an aniwer to any of his queſ- 
tions; and at laſt, ſtarting from her chair, and 
ſurveying him for ſome time with a look of in- 
dignation and contempt, the gave him a hearty 
box on the ear, and ran furiouſly out of the 
room. While the Engliſhman was ſtroaking his 
lace, and endeavouring to penetrate into this my- 
ſterious behaviour, the huſband returned; and 
finding his friend alone, and enquiring into the 
reaſon was told the whole ſtory. What, Sir, 
ſays he, did ſhe ſtrike you? How did you enter- 
tain her ? With the common occurrences of the 
town, anſwered the Engliſhman : nothing more 
I aflure you. And did you offer no rudeneſs to 
her, returned the other ? No, upon my honour, 
replied the friend. She has behaved as the ought, 
then, ſaid the Frenchman : for to be alone with 
a fine woman, and to make no attempt up- 
on her virtue, is an affront to her beauty; and 
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he has reſented the indignity as became a wo- 
man of ſpirit. 

I am e from returning to the ſubje& 
of this paper, by a letter which I have juſt now. 
received by the penny-poſt, and which I ſhall lay 
before my readers Oy as it was ſent me. 


Ble Nba | | 
Walking up St James's Street the * 

day, I was ſtopt by a very ſmart young female, 
who begged my pardon for her boldneſs, and 
looking very innocently in my face, aſked me, if 

I did not know her. The manner of her accoſt- 

ing me, and the extreme prettineſs of her figure, 
made me look at her with attention; and I Toon! 
recollected that ſhe had been a ſervant-gitl of 
my wite's, who had taken her from the country, 

and after keepiog her three years in her ſervice, / 
had diſmiſſed her about two months ago. What, 
Nanny,“ ſaid I, «Is it you? I never faw' 
any body ſo fine in all my life.” 0 Sir! 
(ſays the,) with the moſt innocent ſmile imagin- 
able, bridling her head, and curt'ſying down to 
he ground) I have been debauched ſince 1 
« lived with my miſtreſs.” Have you ſo, 
„Mrs Nanny,” faid I: „And pray, child, 
„ho is it that has debaucked you?“ 6 O, 
Sir!“ ſays the, „one of the worthieſt gen- 
«© tlemen in the world, and he has bought me a 
new negligee for every day in the week,” _ 
The girl preſſed me earneſtly to go and look at 
her lodgings, which ſhe aſſured me were hard 
by in Bury-ſtreet, and as fine as a ducheſs's ; 
but I declined her offer, knowing that any ar- 
guments of mine in favour of virtue and ſtuft- 

Vor. IV. U + gowns, 
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gowns, would avail but little againſt pleaſure 
and filk negligees. I therefore — my- 
ſelf with expreſſing my concern for the way of 
* had entered into, and bad her fare- 
Being a man inclined to ſpeculate a little, as 
often as I think of the finery of this girl, and 
the reaſon alledged for it, I cannot help fancy. 
ing, whenever I fall in company with a pretty 
voman, dreſſed out beyond her viſible circum- 
ſtances, patched, painted, and ornamented to 
the extent of the mode, that ſhe is going to 
make me her beſt curt'ſy, and to tell me, .O, 
Sir l I have been debauched fince I kept good 
„ company.” 3 

But though this excuſe for finery was given 
me by a woman, I believe it may with equal 
propriety be applied to the men. Fine places, 
fine fortunes, fine houſes, and fine things of al 
kinds, are too often purchaſed at the expence of 
honeſty ; and I ſeldom fee a plain country gen- 
_ tleman turned courtier, and bowing in a fine 
coat at the levees of great men, whole looks do 
not tell me that he is come to town to be de- 
bauched. 

I could wiſh, Mr Fitz-Adam, that from theſe 
rude hints, you would favour your readers with 
a ſpeculation upon this ſubject, which would be 
highly entertaining to all, and particularly obli- 
Sing to, | 


Si 5 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Nons- 
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NUMBER 193. THURsDAY, 9 Sept. 1756. 


: To Mr Frrz-Abax. 

IR, | 

A 5 T have a fing gular favour to beg of you, I 
think it proper to preface my requeſt with 

ſome account of myſelf. 

I am at ene one of the numerous frater- 
nity of DISTRESSED) GENTLEMEN ; a diſconſolate 
being, daily conrending betwixt pride and pover- 
ty ; a mournful relick of mif-ſpent youth; a walk 
ing dial, with two hands, pointing to the loſt 
hours; 2 having been long ago tired with put- 

into empty pockets, am at laſt 
Abend ef of employing them in ſoliciting the aſ- 
fiſtance and recommendation of the WonIDo. 
was bred at a great public ſchool, not far 
from this metropolis, where I acquired a know- 
ledge of the claffics and the town, ſuperior to 
my years. From this ſchool I was tranſmitted 
to a renowned college in a celebrated univerſity, 
from whence my dull and phlegmatic cotempo- 
raries have flid into the greateſt preferments in 
church and ſtate. They contented themſelves 
indeed with going on a jog trot in the common. 
road of application and patience, while I 
loped with fpirit through ways leſs confined, 
till at laſt I Gadd myſelf benighted in a maze of 
debts and diſtreſſes. However, as 1 continued 
to adorn my mind with the moſt elevated ſenti- 
ments of ancient and modern poetry, I was the 
moſt ſanguine of all mortals, never once doubt- 
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ing but that the time would ſhortly arrive, when 
I was to be loaded with fortune,” and diſtin— 
puiſhed by honours. I looked upon avarice as 
the meaneſt of vices, and therefore rooted it 
f-om my boſom... I confidered friendſhip as the 
nobleſt of virtues, and therefore became the 
friend of cyery-body. - Impudence I diſcarded, 
and called in modefty and humility to be my 
counſellors. Thus generous, friendly, modeſt, 
and humble, I was placed by my friends in the 
Inner Temple. But I quickly diſcovered that 
my acquired virtues, and uncommon know- 
ledge, were ſo many impediments to the ſtudy of 
the law; a profeſſion. too ſolid in itſelf to re- 
quire any external advantages, and (except the 
great wig and ſerjeant's coiff) ſeeming abſo- 
lutely independent of all acquiſitions Whatſo- 
ever. I therefore quitted it in time, and com- 
menced fine gentleman. In this capacity I had 
the honour of ſipping my chocolate in a certain 
houſe, was choſen member of a certain club, 
and ſoon found that I wanted nothing but mo- 
ney to have paſſed. my. time, as. agreeably as the 
belt of them; that js to ſay, by being always in 
good company, without the fatigue of good 
converſation z ever at a feaſt, without the vul- 
gar call of appetite; conſtantly at play, with- 
out the leaſt ſport; hungering after politics, 
without the powers of digeſtion ; and embarraſſed 
with acquaintance, without a ſingle friend. But 
wanting the one thing needful tor all theſe en- 
| joyments, and there being a war upon the con- 
tinent, I quitted the fine gentleman for the ſol- 
dier, and made a campaign in Flanders. My re- 
: gimentals were highly pleaſing to me; and I 
| had 
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had certainly ſucceeded to a ſtaff before the end 
of the war, could I have arrived at the leaſt ſmat- 
tering either of gunnery or fortification. I had 
read Cxiar's commentaries and. Polybius, and 


fancied myſelf improved by them; but Bland's. 


treatiſe of military exerciſe was. what I could ne- 
ver comprehend. However, L loitered through the 
campaign without ignominy, and at my return 
home wiſely ſold my commiſſion. 

The great and deciſive ſtep in life ſtill remain- 
ed untried: The Temple of Hymen, with all 
its enchanting proſpects, was open to my view, 
and allured my attention. The groups of Cu- 
pids that ſeemed to flutter in the roof, together 
with the gaiety and ſatis faction that appeared in 
every face, tempted me to enter; and amidſt 
a crowd: of beauties, a. young lady. of a moſt 


ingenuous-countenance and flender make, ſoon 


captivated my choice. She was void of pride, 
notable, ſteady, emerprizing, and every way 
qualified: for the ſtation of life in: which for-- 
tune had placed her, which was that of a maid 
of honour to-a foreign prineeſs. Her name was 
Mademoiſelle Nxckssrrx', daughter of a younger 
branch of the ancient family of that name in Gaſ- 
cony. She lent a favourable ear to my diſtreſſes; 
and indeed a ſtrong ſimilitude of features and 
circumſtances ſeemed to have deſtined us for 
one another. 

Amidſt the inexpreſlible* joys of this union, 
1. became the father of two lovely daughters, 
who were chriſtened by very genteel foreign 
names, ſignifying in Engliſh. AsuRaNCE and 


INVENrION. I exhauſted the ſmall remainder 


of my ſubſtance on the education of theſe daugh-- 
5 * 3 | ters 3. 


— 
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ters; not doubting but chat they were given to 
me for the ſupport of my declining years. At 
the inſtigation of the eldeſt, I commenced author, 
and made the prefs groan with my productions in 
proſe and verſe.” I ſighed for the revival of fac- 

tions and parties, to have an opportunity of ſig- 
nalizing my pen in the ſervice of my country; 

and like the heroine of old, who encompaſſed a 
large territory with a ſingle hide, I entertained 

2 from a well- timed halfpenay ballad, to 

new-hang my garret with the moſt elegant pa- 
per. But I ſoon found that I had nothing to cat 
but my own: words, and that it was in vain for 
me to write, unleſs a ſcheme was found out to 
compel men to read: and indeed, were it not for 
the charity-{chools,” which have in ſome mea- 
ſure multiplied the literati in this country, the 
names of author and Publiſher would long lince. 
f1 have been obliterated. | 
Lou may eaſily perceive, Sir; that I am now 
in that claſs of life, which I can only diſtinguiſh 
by the title of a DisrRESSED GENTLEMAN. | But 
however uncomfortable my ſituation may be, 
am determined to give my exiſtence fair play, 
and to ſee it out to:thelaſt act. You need there- 
fore be under no apprehenſions of my dying sun- 

DEN: and to ſay che truth, I have ſo great a 

veneration for phyſicians and apothecaries, that 
I cannot think of taking the buſineſs out of their 
hands, by becoming; my own executioner. 

My youngeſt daughter, who is really a moſt 
' ingenious girl, has frequently ſolicited me to try 
a ſchemt of her's 5 which, after long and mature 
deliberation, I am indined to think may be of 

- - greit ſervice to my country, and-of no ſinalt be- 

naelit to myſelf and family. 

N I have 
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I have long remarked the number of Sud- 
den deaths that abound” in this ifland, and 
have ever lamented the diſgraceful methods that 
perſons of both ſexes in this metropolis are al- 
moſt daily taking to get rid of their being. The 
disfiguring piſtol the ſlow ſtupefaction of lau- 
danum, the ignominious rope, the uncertain 
garter, the vulgarity of the New River, and the 
fetid impurity of Roſamond's pond, muſt be ex- 
tremly ſhocking to the delicacy of all genteel 

ſons, who are willing to die decently as well 
as ſuddenly. At once therefore to remedy thele 
inconveniencies, I have contracted for a piece 
of ground near the Foundling-hoſpital, and pro- 
cured credit with a builder to erect convenient 
apartments for the reception of all ſuch of the 
nobility, gentry, and others, as are tired of life. 
I have contrived- a moſt- effeftual machine for 
the eaſy decapitation of ſuch as chuſe that noble 
and honourable exitz which- no doubt muſt give 
great ſatisfaction to all perſons of quality, and 
thoſe who would imitate them. I have a com- 
modious bath for difappointed ladies, paved with 
marble, and fed by the cleareſt ſprings, where 
the patient may drown with the utmoſt privacy 
and elegance. I have piſtols for gameſters, which 
(inſtead: of bullets or ſlugs) are charged with 
boaded dice, ſo that they may have the pleaſure 
of putting an end to their exiſtence by the very 
means which ſupported it. I have daggers and 
poiſon for diſtreſſed actors and actes, and 
ſwords fixed obliquely in the floor with their 
points upwards, for the gentlemen of the army. 
For attornies, tradeſmen, and mechanics, who 
have no taſte for the genteeler exits, I have a 
long room, in which a range of halters are 
faſtened 
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faſtened to a beam, with their nooſes ready tied. 
J have alſo a handſome garden for the entomb- 
ig of all my good cuſtomers, and ſhall ſubmit 
their conſideration of me to their own genero- 
ſity, only claiming their heads as my conſtant 
fee, that by frequent diſſections and examina- 
tions into the | brains, I may at laſt diſ- 
eover and remedy the cauſe of ſo unnatural a 
propenſity. And that —_ may be wanting 
to make my ſcheme complete, I propoſe agreeing 
with a coroner by the year, to bring in ſuch ver- 
dicts as I ſhall think proper to direct. 

This, Sir, is my ſcheme; and the favour I 
have to aſk, is, that you will recommend it to- 
the public, and make it known through your 
World, that I ſhall open my houſe on the firſt 
day of November next; and that to prevent 
muſtakes, there will be written in large capitals 
over the door, 

Taz RECEPTACLE on SUICIDES, 


T am, SIR 
Your humble ſervant, | 
JohN AnTaonY W- 2x 
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T HAVE lately  confldered it as a very great 

misfortune, that in various papers þ this 
work I have made no ſcru ple of honeſtly confeſ- 
fing to my readers, that I look upon myſelf to be 
the Ale and moſt learned philoſopher of this 
ace and nation. But the word * 50 
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and I cannot retract it; nor indeed would it be 
fair in me to attempt it, as I find no manner of 
decay in my intellectual faculties, but on the 
contrary, that I am treaſuring up new know- 
l:dge day after day. I was aware indeed that 
ſuch a confeſſion, given modeſtly and voluntarily 
under my own hand, and confirmed almoſt every 
week by a moſt excellent eſſay, would gain uni- 
verſal belief, and bring upon me the envy of the 
weak and malicious; but with all my penetra- 
tion, I was far from foreſeeing the many incon- 
veniencies to which it has ſubjected me. 

My lodgings are crowded almoſt every morn- 
ing with learned ladies of all ranks, who, like 
ſo many queens of Sheba, are come from afar to 
hear the wiſdom of Solomon: but it happens a 
little unfortunately, that though my anfwers to 
their queſtions give equal ſatisfaction with thoſe 
of that monarch, yet the gold, and the ſpices, 
and the precious ſtones, which were the reward 
of his wiſdom, are never ſo much as offered me. 

In the families which I viſit abroad, a pro- 
found ſilence is obſerved as ſoon as I enter the 
room; ſo that inſtead of mixing in a free and 
eaſy converſation, I labour under all the difad- 
vantages of a king, by being ſo unfortunately cir- 
cumſtanced as to have no equal. 

I have endeavoured by ſtratagem to remove 
theſe inconveniencies, - and have trequently writ- 
ten a very dull paper, that my companions may 
imagine they have caught me - tripping, and be 
induced to converſe with me as with other men : 
but they found out my deſign, and are fo far 
from applying to me the aliquando bonus dormitat 
/ en that they regard me as a prodigy where- 

ever 
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ever I am ſeen. Mrs Fitz-Adam, indeed, who 
is leſs in awe of me than perhaps I would ſome. 
times chuſe, and 'who is of a communicative 
diſpoſition, never fails to inform me how the 
world goes on: ſhe alſo encourages her maid 
Betty (who is a very knowing body in all family 
concerns) to beſtow upon me, as ſhe waits at 
table, her whole ſtock of intelligence ; which if 
Ihad à mind to be perſonal, would contribute 
greatly to the entertainment of theſe papers, I 
ought not to conceal that I owe the freedom 
with which this girl treats me, to the ſmall opi- 
nion ſhe has conceived of my parts: having been 
often urged by her to turn the WaorLD into a 
news-paper, for that then there would be truth 
in it, and ſomething worth reading. ; 
At the coffee-houſes I am ftill more perplex+ 
ed than in private families: for as every man 
there is a politican, and as I have incautioufly 
declared in print that I am a conſummate maſter 
of that fcience, I am ſurrounded at my entrance 
by all the company in the room, and queſtioned 
by twenty voices at once on the {tate of public 
affairs. I am drawn into an ambuſcade with 
general Braddock, ang kept in cloſe confinement 
with admiral Byng, Ruffia and Pruffia, though 
our very good friends and allies, bave declared 
war upon my quiet, and the national Militia has 
beaten me out of doors. To plead ignorance 
upon theſe occaſions would be highiy unbecom- 
ing a lover of truth, who has given it under his 
hand that he knows every thing; and to diſcover 
all I know, might, as matters ſtand at preſent, 
be a little imprudent. I am therefore a ſilent 
hearer of all the queſtions that are aſked ©” till 
| ving 


having tired them with my taciturnity, I am 
ſuffered to eſcape. 7 | 

To remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a 
great walker, I now-and-then take a ſtroll to the 
coffee-houſes about Moor-fields and Cripple- 
gate, where, if not my name, my perſon at leaſt 
is unknown. At theſe places I have the good 
fortune of being an uninterrupted hearer of all 
that paſſes; and I cannot ſufficiently expreſs 
the pleaſure I receive at ſeeing ſo many worthy 
tradeſmen and mechanics met together every 
evening for the good of their country, and each 
of them laying down a ſyſtem of politics, that 
would do honour to the ſagacity of the ableſt 
adminiſtration. 

I am tempted to take theſe walks rather oftner 
than is agreeable to me, to avoid certain incon- 
veniencies at home, which my wonderful abili- 
ties are almoſt continually ſubjecting me to. 
The political writers are at preſent a numerous 
body; and as they cannot but take notice that 
I am making no pecuniary advantage of my 
great knowledge in public affairs, 'and are tho- 
roughly ſenſible that a very ſmall part of it 
would make a rich figure in a twelve-penny. 
pamphlet, they are continually teazing me (ac- 
cording to the ſchool-boy's phraſe) for a little 
ſenſe : but whatever ſenſe the readers of thoſe 
pamphlets may chance to find in them, I can 
truly aſſure them that it is none of mine. The 
conſtituents of boroughs are alſo very i Us 
nate with me for letters of inſtruction to their 
ſeveral members: but though I entirelyapprove 
of this cuſtom, and think it highly neceſſary 
that _ gentleman in parliament ſhould be 
inſtructed by his conſtituents in the true intereſt — 

3 
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of his country, yet I beg to be excuſed from 
meddling with ſuch matters, and content my- 
ſelf with diſmiſſing the ſaid conſtituents with 
one word of advice, which is, that in all their 
remonſtrances to their members, they would 
touch as ſlightly as poſſibly upon the grievanee 
of corruption; it being, in my private opinion, 
quarrelling with their bread and butter. 

To balance all this weight of inconvenien- 
cies, I have nothing but a little vanity to throw 
into the ſcale: for to confeſs a very ſerious 
truth, the happineſs I enjoy is more owing to 
my great virtue than my great knowledge; and 
were it not for my good-will to mankind, who 
will not ſuffer themſelves to be inſtructed by any 
other hand, I would part with my wiſdom atta 
very eaſy price, and be as ignorant as the beſt of 
them. 

The value of every acquiſition is only to be 
eſtimated by its uſe; and every-body knows, 
that in the commerce with the world, an ounce 
of cunning is worth a pound of ſenſe. I am ſorry 
to ſay u, but the whiſtle, the top, the hobby- 
horſe, and the rarce ſhow, have adminiſtered. 
more delight to my boyiſh days (for I have been 
a boy as well as others) than all the treaſures of 
learning and philoſophy have done to my riper 
years. .Thoſe pleafures, in time, gave way to 
others of a higher nature; and the facetious Mr 
Punch took his turn to entertain me. 'The theatres 
at laſt attracted all my attention. There, while 
my imagination was cheated, and real kings and 
queens, in all the magnificence of royalty, ſeem- 
ed to be exhibiting themſelves to my view, wy ; 
delight was inexpreſſible. But reaſon and knows , 
ledge ſoon combining againſt me, ſhewed me that. 

10 ; ; 3 all 
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all was deception; and in conjunction with a 
demon, called Taſte, ſuggeſted to me at one 
time the weakneſs of the performance, and at 
another the incapacity of the actors, till in the 
end, nothing but a Shakeſpear and a Garrick 
had power to entertain me. 

Thus driven by too much refinement from 


all the pleaſures of youth, I had recburſe to thoſe 


deep and profound ſtudies, that have ſince made 
me the object of my own wonder, and the aſto- 
niſhment of mankind. But alas ! how ineffec- 
tual and unſatisfying are all human acquiſitions ! 


The abilities that will for ever make my memory 


revered, are robbing me of my enjoyment ; and 
beſides the evils that I have already enumerated, 
Jam regretting in the beſt company that I can- 
not enjoy the ſolitude of my own thoughts, and 


am hardly to be perſuaded that there is any thing 


worth reading, but what I write myſelf. 
A little learning (as Mr Pope obſerves) is 


a dangerous thing. Let me add from experience, 


that too much is a fatal one. And indeed it 


ſeems the peculiar happineſs. of the preſent age 


to chime in with theſe ſentiments: inſomuch, 
that it is hoped and expected of the riſing gene- 
ration, that they will be ſo trained up, as to ſuf- 
fer no inconveniences from any learning at all. 

The pleaſures of childhood will then be con- 
ſtantly ſecured to them, and, with ignorance 
for their guide, they may take their pilgrimage 
from the cradle to the grave, through a con- 
ſtant road of delight. 

Sampſon 'was deſtroyed by his own n 
and the wiſdom of Adam Fitz-Adam, Uke that 
of Solomon of old, is only vanity and vexation. 


Vol. IV. X + Nous. 
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NUMBER 195. THURSDAY, 23 Sept. 1756. 


— Generoſizs 


Perire querens, nec mulichriter _ 


Lxpavit enſem. Hor, 
To Mr Firz-ADan, 


Sin, 

x” a well-diſpoſed mind, there can be no 
greater ſatisfaction than the knowledge 

that one's labours for the good of the public have 
been crowned with ſucceſs. This, Sir, is re- 
markably the cafe of your paper of Sept. the gth, 
on Suicide; a faſhionable rage, which I hope you 
will proceed to expoſe ; and I do not doubt but 
you will be as famous for rooting out what I may 
be allowed to call fngle combat, or the humour of 
fighting with one's felf, as your predeceſſor the 
Tatler was for exploding the ridiculous cuſtom 
of duels. The pleaſantry of your eſſay on the 
reigning modes of voluntary deaths, has pre- 
ſerved to a little neighbourhood a very hoſpita- 
ble gentleman, to the poor a good friend, to a 
very deſerving ſon and daughter a tender parent, 
and has ſaved the perſon himſelf from a fooliſh 
exit. This character, Sir, which perhaps from 
a natural partiality I may have drawn a little 
too amiably, I take to be my own; and, not 
to trouble you with the hiſtory of a man who 
has nothing remarkable belonging to him, I 
will only let you into what is ſo far neceſſary, 
as that I am a gentleman of about fifty, have a 
moderate 
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moderate eſtate in very good condition, have ſeen 
a great deal of the world, and without being 


weary of it, live chiefly in the country with chil-. 


dren whom I love. You will be curious to know 
what could drive my thoughts to ſo deſperate a 
reſolution, when I tell you farther, that I hate 
gaming, have buried my wife, and have no one- 
illneſs. But alas! Sir, I am extremely we!l- 
torn ; pedigree is my diſtemper; and having 
obſerved how much the mode of ſelf- murder 
prevails among people of rank, I grew to think 
that there was no living without Filling one's 
ſelf, I reflected how many of my great anceſ- 
tors had fallen in battle by the axe, or in duels, 


according as the turn of the ſeveral ages in 
which they lived, diſpoſed of the nobility; and 
I thought the deſcendant of ſo many heroes 


muſt contrive to periſh by means as violent and 


Uluſtrious. What a diſgrace, thought I, for 
the great grandſon of Mowbrays, Veres, and. 


Beauchamps, to die, in a good old age of a fe- 


ver | I bluſhed whenever I caſt mine eyes on our 
genealogy in the little parlour. —l determined to 


ſhoot myſelf, It is true, no man ever had more 
reluctance to leave the world ; and when I went 
to clean my piitols, every drop of Mowbray 
blood in my veins ran as cold as ice. As my 
conſtitution is good and hearty, I thought it 


would be time enough to die ſuddenly twenty or 
thirty years hence; but happening about a month 


ago to be near choaked by a fiſh-bone, I was 
alarmed for the honour of my family, and have 
been ever ſince preparing for death. The letter 
to be left on my table (which indeed coſt me 
ſome trouble to compoſe, as I had no reaſon to 
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give for my ſudden reſolution was written out 
fair, when I read your paper; and from that 
minute I have changed my mind; and though 
it ſhould be ever ſo great a diſgrace to my fa- 
mily, I am reſolved to live as long and as hap- 
pily as I can. | 

You will no doubt, good Sir, be encouraged 
from this example, to purſue the reformation of 
this contagious crime. Even in the ſmall diſtrict 
where I live, I am not the only inſtance of the 
propenſity. to ſuch a cataſtrophe. The lord of 
the manor, whoſe fortune indeed is much ſupe- 
rior to mine, though there is no compariſon in 
the antiquity of our families, has had the very 
fame thought. He is turned of ſixty- ſeven, and 
is devoured by the ſtone and gout. In a dread- 
ful fit of the former, as his phyſician was fitting 
by his bed-fide, on a ſudden his lordſhip ceaſed 
roaring, and commanded his relations and chap- 
lain to withdraw, with a compoſure unuſual to 
him even in his beſt health; and putting on the 
greateſt appearance of philoſophy, or What, if 
the chaplain had ſtaid, would have been called 
reſignation, he commanded the doctor to tell 
him, if his caſe was really deſperate. The phy- 
ſician, with a {low profuſion of latinized evaſions, 
endeavoured to elude the queſtion, and to give 
him ſome glimmerings of hope, that there 
„ might be a chance that the extremity of pain 
« would occaſicn a degree of fever, that might 
c no: be mortal in itfelt, but which, if things did 
« ro: come to a criſis ſoon, might help to carry 
« his lorJfhip off.” “I underſtand you, by 
-d,“ fays his lordſhip, with great tran- 
quillity and a few more oaths; “ Les, dn 
cc you 
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« you, you want to kill me with ſome of your 
« confou ded diſtempers ; but I' tell you what, 
« I only aſked you, becauſe if I can't poflibly 
« live, I am determined to kill myſelf; for rot 
« me! if it ſhall ever be ſaid that a min of my 
«. quality died of a curſed natural death. There, 
4« tell Boman to give you your fee, and bid him 
« bring me my piſtols.” However, the fir 
abated, and the ne'ghbourhood- is ſtill waiting 
with great impatience to be ſurprized with an 
account of his lordſhip's having ſhot himſelf. 
However, Mr Fitz-Adam, extenſive as the 
ſervice is which you may render to the commu- 
nity by aboliſhing this heatheniſh practice, I. 
think in ſome reſpects it is to be treated with 
tenderneſs; in one caſe always to be tolerated. 
National courage is certainly not at high- water 
mark : what if the notion of the dignity of ſclf- 
murder ſhould be indulged till the end of the 
war? A man who has reſolution enough to kill 
himſelf, will certainly never dread being killed 
by any body elſe. It is the privilege oft a free 


dying Engliſþman to chuſe his death: if any of 


our high-jpirited notions are cramped, it may. 


leaven our u hole ſund of valour; and while we 
are likely to have occaſion for all we can exert, . 


i ſhould humbly be of opinion, that: you per- 


mitted ſelf- murder till the peace, upon this con- 


dition, that it ſhould be diſnonou able for any 
man to kill himſelf, till he had found that no 
Frenchman was brave enough to perform that 
ſervice for him. 

Indeed the very celebration of this myſtery 
has been tranſacted hitherto in a manner ſome- 
what mean, and unworthy people of faſhion. 
No tradeſman could hang himſelf more felo»i- 

X 3 ouſly 


= 5 a= a —y A. 
— — 
— — — — » — 2 
————— — — — — — — 2 
- _ — — = — _ — — _ * a — a - 
w —— » Apt 8 2 12 F > 
oy T- - — + ha — bs — 
98 * _ — — — — - _—— 
tad 4 - — 
— 1 * —— — — —_ N 
0 53 1 - 
—— — . >— : — — — — — - — — - — 
1 _ N mak 2 — D 
— A — - . _ 4 * 
= * - 
y 
_ 


— — 
—— 
—— — — 
— — 
m — 
— — d 


— 


_ : - . * * 
— — * - ; — pn > > 

l . . : 

— — —  — ; - = 


=y — — my * * 
— 4 * D — — — 
E I "DIES -- CR. - Po — in 
n —— — — — — 
. ; — — - — — 


2 
* 


i 


1 — 
=_ CO _ 
bo. 4 
JI — 
. 


16 

N 

: f 
| "uy 

: 1 + 

l , 74 

$f 410 
he? 
. 


246 Tur WORLD. No. 195; 


ouſly than our very nobles do. There is none of 
that open defiance of the laws of their country, 
none of that contempt for what the world may 
think of them, which they ſo properly wear on 
other. occaſions. They ſteal out of the world. 
from their own cloſets, or before their ſervants 
are up in a morning. They leave a miſerable 
apology behind them, inſtead of fitting up all 
night drinking, till the morning comes for diſ- 
patching themſelves. Unlike their great originals, 
the Romans, who had reduced ſelf- murder to a 
y ſtem of good-breeding, and uſed to /end cards 
to their acquaintance to notify. their intention. 
Part of the duty of the week in Rome was to 
leave one's name at the doors of ſuch as were 
ſtarving themſelves. Particular friends were /et 
nin; and if very intimate, it was even expected 
' that they ſhould uſe ſome common-place phraſes. 
of diſſuaſion. I can conceive no foundation for 
our ſhabby way of bolting into tether world, 
but that obſolete law which inflicts a croſs-road 
and a ſtake on ſelf-executioners; a moſt abſurd: 
ſtatute.z nor can I imagine any penalty that 
would be effectual, unleſs one could condemn a: 
man who had killed himſelf to be brought to life 
again. Somewhere indeed I have read of a ſuc- 
ceſsful law for reſtraining this crime. In ſome 
of the Grecian ſtates, the women of faſhion in- 
_ curred the anger of Venus—I quite forget up- 
on what occaſion; perhaps for little or none: 
goddeſſes in "thoſe days were ſcarce leſs whimſi- 
cal than their fair votaries Whatever the cauſe 
was, ſhe inſpired them with a fury of ſelf-murder. 
The legiſlature of the country, it ſeems, thought 


the reſentment of the deity a little arbitrary; and 
h to 
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to put a ſtop to the practice, deviſed an expedient, 
which one ſhould have thought would have been 
very inadequate to the evil. 'They ordered the 
beauteous bodies of the lovely delinquents to 
be hung up naked by one foot in the public 
ſquares. How the fair offenders came to think 
this attitude unbecoming, or why they imagined 
any poſition that diſcovered all their charms, 
could be ſo, is not mentioned by hiſtorians 3 nor 
at this diſtance of time, is it poſſible for us mo- 
derns to gueſs : certain it is, that the penalty 
put a ſtop to the barbarous cuſtom. 

But what ſhall one ſay to thoſe countries, 
which not only allow this crime, but encourage 
it, even in that part of the ſpecies whoſe ſoftneſs 
demands all protection, and ſeems moſt abhor- 
rent from every thing ſanguinary and fierce ? 
We know there are nations, where the magiſ- 
trate gravely gives permiſſion to the ladies to 
accompany their huſbands into the other world, 
and where it is reckoned the greateſt profligacy 
for a widow not to demand leave to burn herſelf 
alive, Were this faſhion once to take here;. I 
tremble to think what havock it would occaſion. 


Between the natural propenſity to fnicide, and 


the violence of conjugal engagements, one ſhould 
not fee ſuch a thing as a lozenge, or a widow. 
Adieu jointures ! adieu thoſe ſoft reſources of 
the brave and necefſfitous! What unfortunate 
relict but would prefer being buried alive to the 
odious embraces of a ſecond paſſion! Indeed, 
Mr Fitz-Adam, you muſt keep a ſtrict eye on 
our fair country-women. I know one or two 
who already wear pocket piſtols, which, conſi- 
decing the tenderneſs of their natures, can _— 
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be intended againſt their own perſons. And 
this article leads me naturally to the only caſe, 
in which, as I hinted above, I think ſelf- murder 
always to be allowed, The moſt admired death 
in hiſtory is that of the incomparable Lucretia, 
the pattern of her ſex, and the eventual foun- 
dreſs of Roman liberty. As there never has. 
been a lady fince that time, in her circumſtances, 
but what has imitated her example, I think, Sir, 
I may pronounce the caſe immutably to be ex- 
cepted: and when Mr Fitz-Adam, with that 
fucceſs and glory which always has and muſt at- 
tend his labours, has decried the ſavage practice 
in vogue, I am perſuaded he will declare that ſhe 
1s not only excuſable, but that it is impoſlible 
any woman ſhould live after having been ra- 
wied. 
I am, SIR, 
Your truly obliged 
humble ſervant, 
and admirer, 


H. M. 


NunzzR 196. 'UHuRsDay, 30 Sept. 1756. 


15 is a vulgar notion, and worthy of the vul- 
gar, for it is both falſe and abſurd, that paſs 
fionate people are the beſt-natured people in the 
world. They are a little haſty, it is true; a trifle 
« will put them in a fury; and while they are in 
« that fury, they neither know nor care what 
& they ſay or do: but then as ſoon as it is over, 
« they are extremely ſorry and penitent for 
any injury or miſchief they did.” This pane- 
gyric on theſe choleric good-natured peo- 
ple, when examined and ſimplified, amounts 

in 
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in plain common ſenſe and Engliſh to this: 
that they are good-natured when they are 
not ill-natured ; and that when in their fits 
of rage they have ſaid or done things that 
have brought them to the goal or the gallows, 
they are extremly ſorry for it. It is indeed 
highly probable that they are ; but where is the 
reparation to thoſe whoſe reputations, limbs, or 
lives they have either wounded or deſtroyed ? 
This concern comes too late, and is only for them- 
ſelves. Self. love was the cauſe of the injury, and 
is the only motive of the repentance. 

Had theſe furious 'people real good-nature, 


their firſt offence would be their laſt, and they - 


would reſolve at all events never to relapſe. 
The moment they felt their choler riſing, they 
would enjoin themſelves an abſolute filence and 
inaction, and by that ſudden check rather expoſe 


themſelves to a momentary ridicule (which, bx 


the way, would be followed by univerſal applauſe) 
than run the leaſt riſk of being irreparably miſ- 
chievous. | 

I know it is faid in their behalf, that this 
impulſe to wrath is conſtitutionally ſo ſudden 
and fo ſtrong, that they cannot ſtifle it, even in 
its birth: but experience ſhews us, that this 


allegation is notoriouſly falſe 3 for we daily ob- 


ſerve that theſe ſtormy perſons both can and do 
lay thoſe guſts of paſſion, when awed by reſpect, 
reſtrained by intereſt, or intimidated by fear. 
The moſt outrageous furioſo does not give a 
looſe to his anger in preſence of his ſovereign, 
or his miſtreſs; nor the expectant heir in pre- 
ſence of the peeviſh dotard from whom he hopes 
for an inheritance, The ſoliciting courtier, 

| though 
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though perhaps under the ſtrongeſt provocations, 
from unjuſt delays and broken promiſes, calmly 
{wallows his unavailing wrath, diſguiſes it even 
under ſmiles, and gently waits for more favour. 
able moments : nor dues the criminal fly in a 
paſſion at his judge or his jury. | 

There is then but one ſolid excuſe to be al- 
ledged in favour of theſe people; and if they 
will frankly urge it, I will candidly admit it, 
becauſe it points out its own remedy. I mean, 
let them fairly confeſs themſelves mad, as they 
moſt unqueſtionably are: for what plea can 
thoſe that are frantic ten times a day, bring 
againſt ſhaving, bleeding, and a dark room, 
when ſo many much more harmleſs madmen are 
confined in their cells at Bedlam for being mad 
only once in a moon ? Nay, I have been affured 
by the late ingenious doctor Monro, that fuch 
of his patients who were really of a good- 
natured diſpoſition, and who in their lucid in- 
tervals were allowed the liberty of walking 
about the hoſpital, would frequently, when they 
found the previous ſymptoms of their returning 
madneſs, voluntarily apply for confinement, 
conſcious of the miſchief which they might 
poſſibly do, if at liberty. If thoſe who pretend 
not to be mad, but who really are fo, had the 
ſame fund of good-nature, they would make 
the ſame apptication to their friends, if they 
have any. ' 

There is in the Menagiana a very pretty ſtory 
of one of theſe angry gentlemen, which ſets their 
extravagancy in a very ridiculous light. 

Two gentlemen were riding together, one of 
whom, who was a choleric one, happened to be 
mounted 
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mounted on a high-mettled horſe. The horſe 
grew A little troubleſome, at which the rider 
grew very angry, and whipped and ſpurred him 
with great fury; to which the horſe, almoſt as 
wrong-headed as his maſter, replied with kick- 
ing and plunging. The companion, concerned 
for the danger, and aſhamed of the folly of his 
friend, ſaid to him cooly, Be quiet, be quiet, and 
ſhew your ſelf the wiſer of the two. 

This ſort of madneſs, for I will call it by no 
other name, flows from various cauſes, of which 
I ſhall now enumerate the moſt general. 

Light unballaſted heads are very apt to be 
overſet by every guſt, or even breeze of paſſion : 
they appretiate things wrong, and think every 
thing of importance, but what really is ſo: 
hence thoſe frequent and ſudden tranfitions from 
filly joy to ſillier anger, according as the pre- 
ſent filly humour is gratified or thwarted. . This 
is the never-failing characteriſtic of the unedu- 
cated vulgar, who often in the ſame half-hour 
fight with fury, and ſhake hands with affection. 
Such heads give themſelves no time to reaſon ; 
and if you attempt to reaſon with them, they 
think you rally them, and reſent the affront. 
They are, in ſhort, overgrown children, and 
continue ſo in the moſt advanced age. Far be 
it from me to infinuate, what ſome ill-bred au- 
thors have bluntly afferted, that this is in gene- 
ral the caſe of the faireſt part of our ſpecies, 
whoſe great vivacity does not always allow 
them time to reaſun conſequentiy, but hur- 
ries them into teſtineſs upon the leaſt oppoſition 
to their will. But at the ſame time, with all 
the partiality which I have for them, and no- 
body can have more than I have, I muſt confeſs 

that 
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that in all their debates, IJ have much more ad- 
mired the copiouſneſs of their rhetoric, than the 
concluſiveneſs of their logic. 

People of ſtrong animal ſpirits, warm conſti- 
tutions, and a cold genius (a moſt unfortunate 
and ridiculous, though common compound) are 
moſt iraſcible animals, and very dangerous in 
their wrath. They are active, puzzling, blun- 
dering, and petulantly enterpriſing and perſever- 
ing. They are impatient of the leaſt contradic- 
tion, having neither arguments nor words to re- 
ply with; and the animal part of their compo- 
fition burſts out into furious exploſions, which 
have often miſchievous conſequences. Nothing 
is too outrageous or criminal for them to ſay or 
do in theſe fits; but as the beginning of their 
frenzy is eaſily diſcoverable by their glaring eyes, 
inflamed countenances, and rapid motions, the 
company, as conſervators of the peace (which, 
by the way, every man is, till-the authority of a 
magiſtrate can be procured) ſhould forcibly ſeize 
theſe madmen, and confine them, in the mean 
time, in ſome dark cloſet, vault, or coal-hole. 
Mꝰĩlen of nice honour, without one grain of 

common honeſty (for fuck there are) are won- 
derfully combuſtible. The honourable is to ſup- 
port and protect the diſhoneſt part of their charac- 
ter. 'The conſciouſneſs of their guilt makes them 
.both ſore and jealous. 
There is another very iraſcible ſort of human 
animals, whoſe madneſs proceeds from pride. 
Theſe are generally the people, who having juft 
fortunes ſufficient toliveidle and uſeleſs to ſociety, 
create themſelves gentlemen, and are ſcrupulouſly 
tender of the rank and dignity which they have 
not. They require the more reſpect, from being 
TEE Ry conſcious 
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conſcious that they have no right to any. They 
conſtrue every thing into a dicht, alk. explana- 
tions with heat, and miſunderſtand them with 
fury. Who are you? What are you? Do you 
„ know who you ſpeak to:? VII teach. you to be ſi- 
« Jent to a gentleman,” are their daily idioms of 
| - ſpeech, which frequently end in aſſault and bat- 
| tery, to the great emolument of the Round-houſe 
and Crown: office. N | 
I have known many young fellows, who at 
their firſt ſetting out in the world, or in the 
army, have ſimulated a paſſion which they did not 
feel, merely as an indication of ſpirit, which 
word is falſely. looked upon as ſynonymous with 
courage. They dreſs and look fierce, ſwear 
enormouſly, and rage furiouſſy, ſeduced by that 
| popular word ſpirit. But I beg leave to inform 
| theſe miſtaken young gentlemen, whoſe error I 
| compaſſionate, that the true ſpirit of a rational 
| being confiſts in cool and ſteady reſolution, 
| which can only be the reſult of reflection and 
virtue. » "= 
I am very ſorry to be obliged to own, that 
there is not a more Irritable part of the -ſpecies 
than my bro:her authors. © Criticiſm, cenſure, or 
| even the ſlighteſt diſapprobation of their immor- 
tal works, excite their moſt furious indignation. 
| It is true indeed that they expreſs their reſentment 
in a manner leſs dangerous both to others and to 
| themſelves, Like incenſed porcupines, they dart 
| their quills at the objects of their wrath, The 
| wounds given by theſe thafts are not mortal, and 
| ' only painful in proportion to the diſtance from 
whence they fly. Thoſe which are diſcharged 
(as by much the greateſt number are) from great 
. Vol.. IV. - heights, 
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*heights, ſuch as garrets or four-pair-of-ſtair 
rooms, are puffed away by the wind, and never 
hit the mark; but thoſe which are let off from 
a firſt or ſecond floor, are apt to occaſion a little 
:ſmarting, and ſometimes feſtering, eſpecially if 
the party wounded be unſound. 

Our GREAT CREATOR has wiſely given ns 
paſſions, to rouze us into action, and to engage 
our gratitude to him by the pleafures they pro- 
cure us; but at the ſame time he has kindly 
given us reaſon fufficient, if we will but give 
that reaſon fair play, to controul- thoſe paſſions; 
and has delegated authority to ſay to them, as 
he faid to the waters, Thus far ' ſhall ye go, 
and no farther.” The angry man is his own 

ſevereſt tormentor : his breaſt knows no peace, 
while bis raging paſſions are reſtrained by no 
Henſe of either religious or moral duties. What 
would be his caſe, if his unforgiving example 
(if T may uſe ſuch an expreſſion) were followed 
Dy his ALL-MERCIFUL -MaKeR, whoſe forgive- 
neſs he can only hope for, in proportion as 
he _ forgives and loves his fellow-crea- 
tures 
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IJ we give credit to the vulgar opinion, or 
even to the aſſertions of ſome reputable au- 
thors both ancient and modern, poor human na- 
ture was not originally formed for keeping: 
age has degenerated; and from the fall of the 
Firſt man, my unfortunate anceſtor, our ſpecies 
has been tumbling on, century by century, from 

Sad to worſe, for about fix thouſand years, 
x Con- 
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Conſidering. this progreſſive ſtate of deteri- 
oration, it is a very great mercy that things are 
no worſe with us at preſent; ſince, geometri- 
cally ſpeaking, the human ought by this time 
to have ſunk infinitely: below the brute and the 
vegetable ſpecies, which are neither of them ſup- - 
poled to have dwindled or degenerated confider- 
ably, except: in a very: few inſtances; for. it - 
muſt be owned that our modern oaks are inferior - 
to thoſe of Dodona, our breed of horſes to that 
of the Centaurs, and. our. breed of. fowls.to that 
ef the Phœnixes. 

But is this really the caſe ? Certainly not. It 
is only one of thoſe many errors which are art- 
fully ſcattered by the deſigns of a few, and 
bliadly adopted by. the ignorance and folly of - 
the many. The moving. exclamations of-— - 
«© theſe ſad times l this degenerate. age !” the af- 
feftiog lamentations over declining virtue” and 
*«. triumphant vice,“ and the tender and. final 
farewell bidden every day.tounrewarded and diſ- 
couraged public ſpirit, arts and ſciences, are the 
common: place topics of. the pride, the envy, and 
the malignity of the human heart, that can more 
eaſily forgive, and even commend, antiquated and 
remote, than bear cotemporary and contiguous | 
merit. Men of theſe mean ſentiments have al- 
ways been the ſatiriſts of their own, and the pa- 
negyriſts of former times. They give this tone, 
which fools; like birds in the dark, catch by 
ear, and whiſtle all day long. 

As it has conſtantly been my endeavour to 
root out, if I could, or if I could not, to expoſe. . 
the vices of the human. heart, it ſhall be the ob- 
ject of..this day's paper to. examine this ſtrange. 


; 4 inverted--: 


256. Tux WORLD. No. 199 


inverted entail of virtue and merit upwards, 
according to priority of birth, and ſeniority of 
age, I ſhall prove it to be forged, and conſe- 
quently null and void to all intents and pur- 
poſes whatſoever. - v7 ö 

If I loved to jingle, I would ſay that human 
nature has always been invariably the ſame, tho 
always varying; that is, the ſame in ſubſtance, 
but varying in forms and modes, from many 
concurrent cauſes, of which perhaps we know 
but few. Climate, education, accidents, ſeve- 
rally contribute to change thoſe modes; but in 
all climates, and in all ages, we diſcover thro! 
them the ſame paſſions, atteCtions, and appetites, 
znd the ſame degree of virtues and vices. 

This being unqueſtionably: the true ſtate of : 
the cafe, which it would be endleſs to.bring in- 
ſtances to prove from the hiſtories of all times 
and of all nations, I ſhall, by way of warning 
to the incautious, and of reproof to the. deſign- 
Ing, proceed to explain the reaſons, which I have 
but juſt hinted at above, why the human nature 
of the time being has always-been. reckoned the 
worſt and moſt degenerate. 

Authors, eſpecially poets, tho' great men, are, 
alas ! but men; and like other men, ſubject 
to the weaknefles of human nature, though per- 
haps in a leſs degree: but it is however certain 
that their breaſts are not abſolutely ſtrangers to 
the paſſions of jealouſy, pride, and en: y. Hence 
it is that they are very apt to mcaſure merit by 
the century, to love dead authors better than liv- 
ing ones, and to love them the better, the longer 
they have been dead. The Auguſtan age is 
therefore their favourite æra, being at leaſt ſe- 
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venteen hundred years diſtant from the preſent. 
That emperor was not only a judge of wit, but, 
for an emperor, a tolerable per formir too; and. - 
Mzcenas, his firſt miniſter, was both a pxtron 
and a poet: he not only encouraged and pro- 
tected, but fed and fattened men of wit at his 
oven table, as appears from Horace: no ſmall en- 
couragement for panegyric ! Thoſe were times 
indeed for genius to diſplay itſelf in} It was 
honoured, taſted, and rewarded. - But now .- 
O' tempora /- O mores One muſt however do 
juſtice to the authors, who thus declaim againſt 
their own times, by acknowledging that they 
are ſeldom the aggreſſors; their own times 
have commonly — with them. It is their 
refentment, not _ judgment (if they have 

any) that ſpeaks this language. Anger and de- 
four make them endeavour to lower that merit, 
which, till brought very low 1 they are 
conſcious they cannot equal. 

There is another and more numerous ſet © 
of much greater men, who ſtill · more loudly 
complain of the ignorance, the corruption, and 
the degeneracy of the preſent age. -Theſe are 
the conſummate volunteer, but unregarded and 
unrewarded politicians, who at a modeſt compu- 
tation amonnt to at leaſt three millions of ſouls 
in this political country, and who are all of them 
both able and willing to fteer the great veſſel of 
the ſtate, and take upon themſelves the whole 
load of buſineſs and burthen of „ for 
the ſervice of their dear country. The admini- 
ſtration for the time being is always the worſt, 
the: moſt incapable, the moſt corrupt, that even 
" and. negligent _— thing but their oe n 

3 intereſt. 
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intereſt. © Where are now your Cecils and 
* your Walſfinghams ?“ Thoſe who aſk that 
queſtion couid anſwer it, if they would ſpeak out, 
Themſe/ves: for they are all that, and more too. 

I ſtept the other day, in order only to in- 
quire how my poor country did, into a coffee- 
Houſe, that is without diſpute the ſeat of the 
ſoundeſt politics in this great metropolis, and fat, 
myſelf down within ear-ſhot of the principal 
council-table. Fortunately for me, the preſi- 
dent, a perſon of age, dignity, and becoming 
gravity, had juſt begun to ſpeak, He ſtated with 
infinite perſpicuity and knowledge the preſent 
ſtate of affairs in other countries, and the lament- 
able ſituation of our own. He traced with h's 
ſinger upon the table, by the help of ſome coffee 
which he had ſpilt in the warmth of his exor- 
dium, the whole courſe of the Ohio, and the 
boundaries of the Ruſſian, Pruſſian, Auſtrian, 
and Saxon dominions; foreſaw a long and blood 
wn upon the continent, calculated the fupplics 
neceflary for carrying it on, and pointed out the 
beſt methods of raiſing them, which, for that 
very reaſon, he intimated would not be purſued. 
He wound up his diſcourſe with a moſt pathetic 
peroration, which he concluded with ſaying, 
« Things were not carried on in this way in queen 
« Elzabeth's days; the public was conſidered, 
© and able men were conſulted and employed. 
« Thoſe were days!” „ Aye, Sir, and nights 
«© too, I preſume,” (ſaid a young fellow who 
« ſtood near him) “ ſome longer and ſome ſhort- 
« ter, according to the variation of the ſeas 
« ſons; pretty much like ours,” Mr Preſi- 
dent was a little ſurprized at the * 

| 2 > an 


#6 # « 
7 


No. 197. Tur WORLD. 259 


and pertneſs of this interruption ; but recom- 
poſing himſelf, anſwered with that cool con- 
tempt that becomes a great man, I did not 
« mean aſtronomical days, but political ones.“ 
The young fcliaw replied, O then, Sir, I am» 
«.your ſervant,” and went off in a laugh. . 

Thus informed and edified, JI went off too, 
but could net help reflecting in my way, upon» 
the ſingular, ill luck of this my dear country, 
which, as long as ever I remember. it, and as tar 
back as I have read, has always been governed, 
by the only two or three people, out of two or, 
three millions, totaly, incapable. of governing, 
and unfit to be truited. But theſe reflections. 
were ſoon interrupted by numbers of people, 
whom J obſerved crowding into a public-houſe. 
Among them I diſcovered my worthy friend and 
tailor, that induſtrious mechanic, Mr, Regnier, 
] applied to him to.know the meaning of that 
concourſe ; to which, with his uſual humanity, 
he anſwered, * We are the maſter-tailors, who 
« are to meet to-night to conſider what is to be 
% done about our journeymen, who infult and 


+. impoſe upon us, to the great detriment of 


« trade.” 1 aſked him whether under his pro- 
tection. I might flip in and hear their delibera- 
tions. He ſaid, yes, and welcome; for that 
tiey ſhould do nothing to be aſhamed of. I 
profited of this — 2 and following him 
into the room, found a conſiderable number of 
theſe. ingenious artiſts aſſembled, and waiting 
only for the arrival: of my friend, who it ſeems 
was too conſiderable for buſineſs to begin with- 
out him. He accordingly took the lead, opened 
the meeting with.a very handſome Pen, 4 
: | * 
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which he gave many inſtances of the inſolence, 
the unreaſonableneſs; and the exorbitant de- 
mands of the journeymen tailors, and concluded 


with obſerving, © that if the government mind- 
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ec ed any thing now. a-days but themſelves, ſuch 


cc abuſes would not have been ſuffered ; and had 


& they been but attempted in queen Elizabeth's | 


% days, ſhe would have worked them with a wit- 


cc neſs. Another orator then roſe up to ſpeak ; 
but as 1 was ſure that he could ſay nothing better 


than what had juſtfa llen from my worthy friend, 


I ſtole off unobſerved, and was purſuing my way 
home, when in the very next ſtreet I diſcovered 


a much greater number of people (though by 
their: dreſs of ſeemingly inferior. note) ruſhing 
into another public-honſe. As numbers always - 
excite my curioſity; almoſt as much as they mu- 


tually do each other's paſſions, I crowded in with 


them, in order to diſcover the object of this 
meeting, not without ſome ſuſpicion that this 
frequent ſenate might be compoſed of the jour- 
neymen tailors, and. convened in oppoſition to 
that which I had juſt left. My ſuſpicion was 


ſoon. confirmed by the eloquence of a journey- 


man, a finiſher, I preſume, who expatiated with 
equal warmth and dignity, upon the injuſtice. 
and oppreſſion of the maſter tailors, to the utter 


ruin of thouſands of poor journeymen and their 


families; and coneluded with afferting, © it was 
« 2 ſhame that the government. and the parlia- 
© ment did not take notice of ſuch abuſes; and 


« that had the maſter tailors done theſe things 


« in queen Elizabeth's days, ſhe would have ma. 


« tered them with a vengeance, ſo ſhe would.” 


1 confeſs 1 could. not help- ſmiling at this 
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ſingular conformity of ſentiments, and almoſt of 
expreſſions, of the maſter. politicans, the maſter - 
tailors, and the journeymen tailors. I am con- 
vinced that the two latter really and honeſtly 
believed what they ſaid; it not being in the leaſt 
improbable that their underſtandings ſhould be 
te dupes of their -intereſts : but I will not fo: 
peremptorily anſwer for the interior conviction 
of the political orator z though at the ſame time, 
muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, he ſeemed full 
dull enough to be very much in earneſt. 

The ſeyeral 'ſcenes of this day ſuggeſted to 
me, when F got home, various reflections, which 
perhaps I: may communicate to. my readers in 
ſome future paper, 
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Nemo in ſeſe- tentat dęſcendere, nemo. 
To Mr Frrz-A bau. 


1 
BEG your advice and aſſiſtance to enable 

me to get rid of one of the moſt ĩmpertinent 
companions that ever exiſted. I have tried every - 
art and contrivance in my power to free myſelf - 
from his od;ous converſation ; the. creature will 
preſs upon my retirement, and force himſelf upon 
me in ſpite of my teeth; though the tete d tete 
is always the moſt ſhocking and unmannerly you 
Can poſſioly conceive. The thing is always 
meddling in my affairs in a manner to be quite 
iutolerable; always ſetting them in ſuch a light, 
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as cannot fail to put me out of humour; and 
teazing me with reflections that make me weary 
of my life. I am ſure I could more eaſily bear . 
the ſpiteful tongues of twenty witty. females at a 
maſquerade, than the impertinence of this animal - 
for a quarter of an hour; and with concern [I 
find, that the more pains I take to free myſelf : 
from him, the more troubleſome he. grows. 

Nor do I complain only for my own ſake, 
but for the ſakes. of almoſt. the whole circle of 
my acquaintance, as well female as male, who 
in general are peſtered in a moſt unreaſonable 
manner by this ſaucy intruder, whom all are ſure - 
to admit, though ſo few care for his company, 
and againſt whoſe preſumption no rank or dig- 
nity, no quality or profeſſion, can defend them. 
He will farce bimſelf into the cloſet, hover about 
the bed, and penetrate through the thickeſt dark- . 
neſs into the deepeſt receſs ; will travel with. us 
by ſea and land, and follow the wretch into ba- 
niſhment. In vain does the ſtateſman hug him- 
ſelf with the ſucceſs of his unjuſt, ſchemes, or 
exult in the gratification of his ambition or re- 
venge; unawed by his power, this haughty com- 
panion-will check his carcer of tranſport, placing 
before his eyes the inſtability of his ſituation, 
and the. conſequences. of his actions. In vain 
does the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endea- 
vour to recollect with pleaſure the badinage of 
the day; the creature vill diſturb their moſt de- 
bghtful reveries, and by the magic of his in- 
ter vention, convert all the imaginary ag& mens . 
into vanity, folly, and loſt time. You cannot 
wonder then that ſo many avoid and fly him, 
and that the panic ſpread by. him ſhould — 

* 1 , 
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itſelf far and wide; nor can you be much 
amazed when J afſure you, that it is no un- 
common thing to ſee men of ſenſe and coura 
fly from him without reaſon, and take refuge 
thoſe polite reſorts, where diſſipation, riot, and 
luxury, ſecure them from his viſits, which they 
only decline becauſe it is unfathionable to con- 
verſe with him. It is ſurprizing what pains are 
continually taken, what contrivances have been 
uſed to get rid of this univerſal phantom. Some 
flatter him, ſome bully him, and ſome endea- 
vour to impoſe upon him; but he never fails to 
detect their frauds, and to reſent them with ſeve- 
rity. 

The beaus and fine gentlemen ſeem to revere 
and adore him, pouring forth libations of ſweet 
water, and offering him the incenſe of per- 
fumes; cloathing him in dreſſes, elegant and 
expenſive as thoſe of our lady of Loretto, prac- 
tiſing every art of heathen or popilh idolatry, 
*oven torturing themſelves for his fake z but all 
with no manner of ſucceſs ; for the brute in re- 
turn is as 'unfociable and diſagrerable to the 
pretty creatures, as the moſt ſavage ſquire, or the 
moſt formal pedant; ſo that, ſpite of their pre- 
tences, they are obliged to fly, as a plague, from 
what they appear moſt to admire. I cannot here - 
omit a whimſical circumiftance in this paradoxi- 
cal character, that moſt people ate reproached 
with loving him with the greateſt partiality and 
fondneſs, and are greatly delighted to hear him 
praiſed, yet very few ſeek to come to the know- 
ledge of bim, or cultivate his acquaintance z 
nay, the greater part try all poſſible means to 
avoid encountering him, as 

r 
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Our modern, philoſophers pretend by their 
ſyſtems to have flenced him, and by that meaus 
to have prevented his being troubleſome to them 
or their acquaintance z but how fallacious theſe 
pretences are, is plain from their avoiding all 
opportunities of being alone with him, and the 
confuſion they == whenever by unavoidable 
neceſſity they are forced to it. Others, as he is 
a known enemy to the modern elegant tables, 
have exerted ail the arts of the kitchen againſt 
him, lengthening the feaſt till midnight to keep 
him off; but, like the- reckoning, he appears 
when the banquet is over, reproaching the boun- 
teous hoſt with his profuſion, and the pampered 
1 with his wanton ſatiety: nay, ſo galling are 
his reprebenſions, and ſo troubleſome his intru- 
ſion, that there have not been wanting inſtances, 
even in high life, of thoſe, who not being able 
to keep him off other ways, have called in to their 
relief the halter, dagger, and piſtol, and fairly re- 
moved themſelves into another world to get rid 
. of him; though certain. queer fellows pretend that 
they are bit, and that he has followed them even 

'thither. 

The fair ſex, though generally favourable to 
the impertinent, are ſo rudely attacked by this 
inſolent intruder, that to kecp him off, they have 
been obliged to call in to their alliſtance the relief 
of routs, balls, aſſemblies, operas, gardens, and 
cards; and all littie enough for their protection. 
He might indeed pretend to fome {hare of their 
favour, as, like themſelves, he is a ſevere cen- 
Turer of his acquaintance; but” there is this dif- 
ference in their management, that the ladies are 
generally fondeſt of fixing their ceglure on the 
ianocent, and their adverſary i is ajucge that con- 

2 | denans 
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demns none but the guilty. The Buck and the 
Sot ſeem to be leaſt affected by his importunity 
as the one, from his natural inſenſibility, can at- 
tend to nothing, and the other is always aſleep. 
In the city, thoſe of the middling rank con- 
verſe with him pretty familiarly; and the rich, to 
whom he might on ſome occafions prove trouble- 
ſome, have a charm to keep him off. They place 
a number of bags, full of pieces of a particular 
metal, cloſe together; or in their ſtead, ſome bits 
of paper, inſcribed with certain cabaliſtical cha- 
racters, which, with a Midas-like touch, they can 
tranſmute into gold. By the help of this charm, 
though they do not entirely-get rid of him, they 
become quite inſenſible to every thing he can 
ſuggeſt. But as theſe-materials are not always at 
hand, or are applied to other utes by the politer 
part of mankind, this magic is not properly un- 
derſtood or practiſed at the other end of the 
town ; though it is ſaid that ſome particular per- 
ſons there had tried it with a proper effect. 
Notwithſtanding. all I have advanced of 
this impertinent viſitor, I cannot help owning 
that ſome have attempted to inſinnate a better 
opinion of him. A certain old gentleman, for 
recommending his acquaintance, got the title of 
a wiſe man; a name at preſent but of ſmall con- 
fideration; and I am told that there never were 
but ſeven who were allowed that title, There 
are indeed ſome few. perſons of high rank of both. 
ſexes, that do vouchſafe to commune with him; 
but they are ſuch ſort of folks as are hardly fit to 
converſe with any but one another; and very 
happily, one is ſeldom peſtered with them at 
places of polite aſſociation; ſcarce a man among 
Vol. IV. 2 t them 
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them knowing how to make a bett, to drink his 
. third bottle, or that has ſpirit to aſpire at the 

reputation of a bonne fortune. The ladies of 
this claſs are alſo ſo unfit for the converſation 
of the world, that not one in ten of them knows 
how to play a rubber at Whilſt, or dares to ſit 
down to a party at Bragg. 

I have now, Sir, laid my complaints before 
you, and beg your advice how to get clear of my 
perplexity. My troubleſome companion is, no 
doubt, too well known to you to require the in- 
ſertion of his name; but as ſome of your readers 
(particularly females) may be ſubject to the 
frailty of forgetting their moſt intimate acquain- 
tance, I will inform them, that this ghaſtly 
phantom that intrudes ſo impertinently upon all 
ſorts of people, this creature that we ſo ſeldom 
know what to do with, and wiſh ſo heartily to 
get rid of, is no other than Oxe's-SELF. 
| Jam, 81 R. | 

Yours, &c. 
TiMoTayY Lo1TER, 
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N extravagant paſſion for colleQting flow- 
ers, and which obtained the name of T. 
libomania, or Tulip madneſs, is ſaid to have be- 
come, not many years ago, the ſubject of a re- 
ſtrictive law in one of the moſt frugal countries 
in Europe. 
Indeed few nations or ages are without their 
madneſſes; and as it is remarked by He 
taat 
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that every year has its peculiar diſeaſe, ſo we may 
obſerve that every country, in the courſe of leis 
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than half a century, has its peculiar Mania. 
At preſent the Political Mania is pretty vio- 


lent in theſe kingdoms; but I believe, upon a 
little attention, that we thall find the Gentecl 


Mama to have a long while extended itſelf with 
the moſt. general influence among us. 


The mere word Gentee! ſeems to have had ſo 


ſingular an efficacy in the very ſound of it, as to 


have done more to the confounding all diſtinc- 
tions, and promoting a levelling principle, than 


the philoſophic reflections of the moſt profound 


teacher of republican maxims. 


To do the genteel thing, to wear the genteel. 
thing, a genteel method of education and living, 


or a genteel way of becoming either a knave or 


a bankrupt, has ruined as many once worthy 
families as a plague or a civil war, and rooted 
out of this country more real virtues than can 


be replanted in it for many centuries. 


A ſenſe of duties in cur ſeveral relations is 
prodigiouſly ungenteel. It is the prerogative of 


this age to do every thing in the genteeleſt man- 


ner, And though. our anceſtors. were good 


honeſt people, yet to be ſure their notions were 


very ungenteel. Nothing now ſeems duller than 


their apophthegms, and their reaſoning is as un- 
faſhionable as the cut of their coats. 


The imitating every ſtation above our own, 


ſeems to be. the firſt principle of the genteeleſt 
Mama, and operates with equal efficacy upon 
the tenth . couſin of a woman of quality, and her 
acquaintance, who retails Gentiliiy among her 


ncighbours in the Borough. 80 
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So deeply are all ranks of people imprefled 
with the Gentee/, that Mrs Betty is of opinion 
that routs would be very gentee/ in the kitchen; 
and it is no ſurprizing thing for a Monmouth- 
ſtreet broker to allure a baſket-woman that the 
old gown be would {ell to her is pertealy gen- 
reel. 

This genteel diſeaſe ſhews itſelf under very 
different appearances. I have known a healthy 
young girl ſcarce a fortnight in town, but it 
has affected her voice, diſtorted her countenance, 
and almoſt taken away t he uſe of her limbs, at- 
tended with a conſtant giddineſs of the head, 
and a reſtlefineſs of being long in a place; " 
at laſt, repeated colds caught at Vauxhall, 

violent fever at a ridatto, ſomething like X 
droply at a maſquerade, and the ſmall-pox ia 
fuccefhon, with a general deſertion of admirers, 
have reſtored her to her fenſes and her old aunts 
in the country. 5 

Fiorio made a good figure in the univerſity, 
as a ſenſible ſober young fellow, and an excel- 
lent ſcholar ; till unluckily for him, a ſcheme to 
town inſpired him with the notions of Gentility, 
uſually contracted at the.Shakeſpeare, and a Bag- 
nio. Inſtead of his once rational friendihips at 
the ſeats of literature, his paſſion now was to en- 
joy the vanity of walking arm in arm with right 
honourables in all public places; to his former 
acquaintances (if it was ſometimes impoſſible to 
avoid the meeting ſuch diſagreeable people) he 
ſcarce condeſcended to bow, and nothing under 
the heir apparent of an ear! could make him to- 
lerably civil. In a ſhort time he became at the 
taverns of the firſt faſhicn -the principal judge of 

* the 
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the true reliſh, and the umpire of debates in every 
party at Whiſt. His equipage, houſe, and li-- 
veries were the model of Genti/ity to men who 
had leſs genius for invention, though more for- 
tune than himſelf; till havirig reduced the little 
patrimony left him by a frugal, father, he was 
cured of the Genteel by a proper regimen in the 
Fleet. | 

Dick Ledger was a plain honeſt man; his 
anceſtors had been tradeſmen for five gene- 
rations, and to the fortune which they had al- 
ready accumulated for him, Dick by his in- 
duſtry, had added about ten thouſand pounds: 
when unfortunately the ſymptoms of the Genteel 
Mama appeared in the family. Mrs Ledger's 
head was firſt turned, immediatsly after her 
paying a viſit to a very diſtant. relation of 
faſhion at the other end of the town: Her 
daughter ſoon caught the infection; and it was 
unanimouſly determined . by the voice of the 
whole family, notwithſtanding Mr Ledger's . 
opinion to the contrary, that it was right for 
a. woman in her ſituation to make ſome appear- 
ance ; that it was Mr Ledger's duty, it he- 
had any regard for her and his children, to ive 
a - little genteel,, and -introduce his family pro- 
perly into life. That it. was very ablurd in 

r Ledger to think of making Tommy a . 
ſoap-boiler, and that a lad of. his parts ſhould 
be brought up to ſame gentee] proteſſion. The 
reſult of theſe. important deliverations was a 
coach and four horſes, as many fooimen, a fine 
ſeat in the country, and a town-houie in 
Groſvenor- ſquare for the. reſidence of Mrs. 
Ledger. 
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Tommy, after taking lodgings for one year 
in the politeſt college at Oxford, ſpending there 
five hundred pounds, and becoming a perfect 
adept ia tennis, ſet out upon his travels under 
the care of a French valet de chambre, to learn 
the Norman accompliſhments at Caen : and at 
length, having left his modeſty at Paris, his ſo- 
briety in Germany, his morality at Venice, and 
all religion at Rome, he returned, neither fit for 
a ſoap-boiler 'nor a gentleman, with too much 
pride for the former, and too little improvement 
for the latter. The ſum of all was, that the re- 
putation of the young ladies became ſomewhat 
equivocal, and Mrs Ledger herfelf was thought 
to be no better than ſhe ſhould be. Mr Ledger 
Joon after ſaw his name among the numerous 
liſt of bankrupts in the Gazette. However, 
by returning into the air of the city, he quickly 
grew better, but it is thought that Mrs Ledger 
vill never recover. 


To Mr Fitz-Apan. 


F have a brother at Cambridge, who is a 
ſcholar, which I am not, becauſe I am eldeſt. 
While he is writing a learned hiſtory of the fa- 
ſhions of the paſt ages in polite antiquity, I am 
here in town inventing new ones for the orna- 
ment of the preſent. He has ſtudied whole vo- 
lumes as big as church bibles, about the ſhape of 
the Roman ſhoes, the half-moons upon ſenato- 
rial buſkins, and the graſhopper pompons worn 
by the ladics at Athens. Aeing well * 

| wit 
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with buſts and coins, he has ſettled, with great 
critical exactneſs, the origin of head- dreſſes, and 
the chronology of periwigs; and he ſays that 
he is now at laſt, after ſeveral years meditation 
and reading, able to convince the world, that 
caps and lappets were invented by the Egyp- 
tians, and that the Greeks uſed 4 in dreſſing 
the hair. As to myſelf, I am the firſt man who 
introduced the long walking-ſticks. As ſoon 
as the public comes into my faſhions I quit. 
them, and generally have the diſtance of the 
ſmarteſt young fellows about town in the no- 
velty of my habit. I intend to introduce roll- 
vp ſockings and high heels this winter: by the 


following winter, if the mode ſhould take, then 


1 ſhall wear no heels at all, and a pair of trunk 
hoſe like my grandfather's picture in our great 


hall in the country. An old gentleman, with 


whom I condeſcend now-and-then to converſe 
{who by-the-bye is my father) often remon- 
ſtrates to me what a mad way of dreſſing I am 
got into. I anſwer, that I wonder he ſhould 
reprove me, when he himſelf is a fop but of 
twenty years ſtanding: and as my acquaintance 
aſſure me that IJ have the genteele/; fancy in the 
world, pray now come and fee me at George's 
{for you will eaſily know _ and tell me if 
you don't think ſo. | | 
Yours, ; 
. NicnoLas NoveL. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


e This is to acquaint thoſe who are in- 
„ clined to encourage every folite attempt in 
« this 
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« this nation, that an academy will ſhortly be 
* opened at a proper diſtance from the city, 
calculated in the. gentee/eff taſle for the re- 
© ception of perſons who would chuſe to be 
«faſhionable. None whoſe families are in 
« trade will be. admitted, but the beſt company. 
„% only. The price of boarding is a hundred 
« guineas a quarter, and every thing elſe in 
« proportion.. All perſonal accompliſhments. 
© are taught in the ſame manner as abroad, 
« and great care will be taken to inſpire them 
« with the gentecleſt ſentiments upon all ſub- 
« jects, whether political, moral, or religious, 
« As to the latter, the young gentlemen may 
« be brought up in any way their friends think 
« moſt convenient. Several phaetons and cur- 
« ricles will be kept for their amuſement; and 
* as the converſation of ladies is ſo - neceflary 
« to form the doweewr of ther manners, the 
« agrement of ſuch a ſociety will not be want- 
« ing. A gentleman, who has ſtudied under 
« Mr Hoyle, will teach them to pby at. cards, 
„ gratis. 

N. B. Judges, biſhops, or any great offi- 
* cers that happen to be a little aukward in 
« their addreſs, may have an opportunity of 
learning to dance privately, or ſhall be 
« waited upon at home, if they deſire it“. 


Nux. 


No. 200. Tim WORLD. 273 


— — — pr 


NUMBER. 200. THURSDAY, 28 Oct, 1756. 


Ale e unxαe 
Tixuas only h IN Sorn, 


Stabant et Parii lapider, ſpirantia figna. Viss. 


1 AM indebted to a very ingenious correſpon- 
dent at Cambridge for the following ode, 
which in juſtice to its merit, and for the 'enter- 
tainment of thoſe of my readers who have a true 
taſte for poetical compoſition, I have taken the 
firſt opportunity to make public. 


O 3 


SCULPTURE. 


ED by the muſe, my ſtep pervades 
The ſacred haunts, the peaceful ſhades, 
Where ARr and SCULPTURE reign ; 
ſee, I ſee, at their command, 
The living ſtones in order ſtand, 
And marble breathe through ev'ry vein } 
'FiME 
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T1ME breaks his hoſtile ſcythe; he ſighs 
To find his pow'r malignant fled ; 
« And what avails my dart,“ he cries, 
&« Since theſe can animate the dead ? 
« Since wak'd to mimic life, again in ſtone 
«© The patriot ſeems to ſpeak, the hero frown ?” 


There VirTve's ſilent train are ſeen, 
Faſt fix'd their looks, ere& their mien. 
Lo! while with more than ſtoic ſoul, 
The Arric Sas exhauſts the bowl, 
A pale ſuffuſion ſhades his eyes, 

Till by degrees the marble dies 

See there the injur'd Poi bleed! 

Ah! ſee he droops his languid head! 
What ſtarting nerves, what dying pain, 
What horror freezes ev'ry wi 
Theſe are thy works, OScuLeTUuRE! thine to ſhow- 
In rugged rock a feeling ſenſe of woe. 


Yet not alone ſuch, themes demand: 
The Pfrplax ſtroke, the DR DAL hand; 
I view with melting eyes 
A ſofter ſcene of grief diſplay'd, 
While from her breaſt the duteous maid. 
Her InranT SIRE with food ſupplies. 
In pitying ſtone ſhe weeps to fee 
His ſqualid hair, and galling chains; 
And trembling, on her bended knee, 
His hoary head her hand ſuſtains ; 


* Socrates, who was condemned to die by poiſon, 


+- Seneca, born at Cordnba, who, according to Pliny, was 
orator, poet, and philoſopher. He bled to death in the bath. 


While 
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While ev'ry look, and ſorrowing feature prove, 
How ſoft her breaſt, how great her filial love. 


Lo! there the wild“ AssTRIAN Queen, 
With threat'ning brow, and frantic mien! 
Revenge ! revenge! the marble cries, 
While fury ſparkles in her eyes. 

Thus was her awful form beheld, 

When BasBrLon's proud ſons rebell'd; 

She left the woman's vainer care, 

And flew with looſe diſhevell'd hair; 

She ſtretch'd her hand, imbru'd in blood, 
While pale Sedition trembling ſtood ; 

In ſudden ſilence, the mad crowd obey'd 
Her awful voice, and Stygian diſcord fled { 


With hope, or fear, or love, by turns, 
The marble leaps, or ſhrinks, or burns, 
As SCULPTURE waves her hand : 
The varying paſfions of the mind, 
Her faithful handmaids are aſſign'd, 
And riſe or fall by her command. 
When now life's waſted lamps expire, 
When ſinks to duſt this mortal frame, 
She, like PxOMETHEvs, graſps the fire 
Her touch revives the lambent flame; 
While, Phcenix-like, the ſtateſman, bard, or ſage, 
Spring frelh to life, andbreathethrough ev'ry age. 


Semiramis, cum ei circa cultum capitis ſui occupatz nun- 
eiatum eſſet Babylonem deſeciſſe; alteri parte crinium adhuc 
folut3 protinus ad eam expugnandam cucurrit : nec prius deco- 
rem capillorum in ordinem quam tantam urbem in poteſtatem 
fuam redegit : quocirca ſtatua ejus Babylene poſita eſt, &c. 
Val. Max, de Ira. 


Hence, 
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Hence, where the organ full and clear, 
With loud hoſannas charms the ear, 
Behold (a priſm within his hands) 
Abſorb' dein thought, great Nx W] TON ſtands ! 
Such was his ſolemn, wonted ſtate, 

His ſerious brow, and muſing gait, 

When, taught on eagle wings to fly, 

He trac'd the wonders of the {ky, 

The chambers of the ſun explor'd, 

Where tints of thouſand hues are ſtor'd.; 
Whence ev'ry flow'r in painted robes is dreſt, 
And varying Is ſteals her gaudy veſt, 


Here, as DRvoriox, heav'nly queen, 
Conducts her beſt, her fav'rite train, 
At NewToN's ſhrine they bow; 
And while with raptur'd eyes tkey gaze, 
With VizTvE's pureſt veſtal rays, 
Behold their ardent boſoms glow! 
Hail, mighty mind ! Hail, awful name 
I feel inſpir'd my lab'ring breaſt 
And lo! I pant, I burn for fame 
Come, SCIENCE, bright ethereal. gueſt, _ 
Oh come, and lead thy meaneſt, humbleſt ſon, 
Through Wisponu's arduous paths, to fair 
renown | 


Could I to one faint ray aſpire, 

One ſpark of that celeſtial fire, 

The leading Cynoſure, that glow'd 
While SMrTH-explor'd the dark. abode, 
Where W1sDoM ſat on NaTure's ſhrine, 
How great my boaſt ] what praiſe were mine 


A noble ſtatue of Sir Iſaac Newton, erected in Trinitys 
college chapel, by Doctor Smith, | a 
1 Iluſtrious 
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Illuftriousfage ! who firſt could'ſt tell 
W herein'the pow'rs of Moste dwell; | 
And ev'ry magic chain untie, 

That binds the ſoul of Harmowr |! 

To rHER, when mould'ring in the duſt, 
To THEE ſhall ſwell the breathing buſt: 
Shall here (for this reward thy merits claim) 

« Stand next in place to NewTON, as in fame.” 


NumMB. 201. THURSDAY, 4 Nov. 1756, 


— 


F all the improvements in polite converſa- 
tion, I know of nothing that is half fo 
entertaining as the dowble entendre. It is a figure 
in rhetoric, which owes its birth, as well as its 
name, to our inventive neighbours the French ; 
and it is that happy art, by which perſons of 
faſhion may communicate the looſeſt ideas under 
the moſt innocent expreſſions. The ladies have 
adopted it for the beſt reaſon in the world: they 
have long fince diſcovered, that the preſent fa- 
{hionable diſplay of their perſons is by no means 
a ſufficient hint to the men that they mean any 
thing more than to attract their admiration : the 


double entendre diſplays the mind in an equal de- 


gree, and tells us from what motives the lure of 
beauty is thrown out, It is an explanatory 
note to a doubtful: text, which renders the 
meaning fo obvious, that even the dulleſt reader 
cannot poſlibly : miſtake it. For though the 
double enterdre may ſometimes admit of a moral 
interpretation, as well as a wanton one, it is 
never intended to be underſtood but one way: 

VoL. IV. A a F and 
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and he muſt be a ſimple fellow indeed, and to- 
tally unacquainted with good company, who does 
not take it as it was meant. 

But it is one thing to invite the attacks of 
men, and another to yield to them; and it is by 
no means a neceſſary implication, that becauſe 
'a lady chuſes to dreſs and talk like a woman of 
the town, ſhe muſt needs act like one. I will 
be bold to affert that the contrary happens at 
leaſt ten or a dozen times within the ſpace of a 
twelvemonth ; nay, I am almoſt inclined to be- 
Iieve, that when an enterpriſing young fellow, 
who, from a lady's diſplaying her beauties in 
public to the utmoſt exceſs of the mede, and 
ſuiting her language to her dreſs, is apt to fancy 
Himſelf ſure of her at a tete a téte, it is not above 
Four to one but he may meet with a repulſe. 
'Thoſe liberties indeed, which are attended with 
no ruinous contingencies, he may reaſonably 
claim, and expect always to be indulged in; as 
the refuſal of them would argue the higheſt de- 
gree of prudery ; a foible which, in this age of 
nature and freedom, the utmoſt malice of the 
world cannot lay to the charge of a woman of 
condition: but it does not abſolutely follow, 
that becauſe ſhe is good-humoured enough to 
grant every liberty but one, ſhe muſt refuſe no- 
thing. | 
| 1. may poffibly be objected, that there is 
neither good- breeding nor generoſity in a lady's 
inviting a man to a feaſt, when ſhe only means 
to treat him with the garniſh : but ſhe is cer- 
tainly miſtreſs of her own entertainment, and 
has a right to keep thoſe ſubſtantials under cover, 
which ſhe has no mind he ſhould help himſelf to. 


A hungry glutton may (as the phraſe is) eat her 
out 


* 


my 
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out of houſe and home; and if he will not be 
ſatisſied with whips and creams, he may carry 
his voraciouſneſs to more liberal tables. A 
young lady of ceconomy will admit no ſuch per- 


ſons to her entertainments; they are a ſet of 


robuſt unmannerly creatures, who are per pe- 
tually intruding themſelves upon the hoſpitable 
and the generous, and tempting them to thoſe 
coſtly treats, that have in the end undone them, 
and compelled them ever after to keep ordinaries 
for their ſupport. | 


From this conſideration, it were heartily to be 
wiſhed that the ladies could be prevailed upon 


to give fewer invitations in public places; 
fince the moſt frugal of them cannot always an- 
ſwer for her own ceconomy : and it is well 
known that the profuſion of one fingle enter- 


tainment has compelled many a beautiful young 
creature to hide herſelf from the world for whoie- 


months after. As for married. ladies indeed, 
who have huſbands to bear the burdens of ſuch 
entertainments, and rich widows who can af- 


ford them, ſomething may be ſaid ; but while 
gluttons may be feaſted liberally at ſuch tables, 


and while there are public ordinaries in almoſt 


every pariſh ofthis metropolis, a ſingle lady may- 


beg to be excuſed. 

But to return particularly to my ſubject. 
The diuble entendre is at preſent ſo much the taſte 
of all genteel companies, that there is no poſſibi- 
lity either of being polite or entertaining without 
it. That it is cafily learnt is the happy advantage 


of it; for as it requires little more than a mind 


well ſtored with the moſt natural ideas, every 
young lady. of fifteen may be thoroughly in- 
Aa 2 ſtructed 
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ſtructed in the rudiments of it from her book of 


novels, or her waiting-maid. But to be as 
knowing as her mamma in all the refinements of 
the art, ſhe muſt keep the very beſt company, 
and frequently receive leſſons in private from a 
male inſtructor. She ſhould alſo be careful to 
minute down in her pocket-book the moſt ſhin- 
ing /entiments that are toaſted at table; that 
when her own is called for, ſhe may not be put 
to the bluſh from having nothing to ſay that 
would occaſion a modeſt woman to bluſh for 
her. Of all the modern inventions to enliven 
converſation, and promote freedom between the 
ſexes, I know of nothing that can compare 
with theſe /entiments; and I may venture to 
affirm, without the leaſt flattery to the ladies, 
that they are by no means inferior to the men 
in the happy talent of conveying the archeſt 
ideas imaginable in the moſt harmleſs words, 
and of enforcing thoſe ideas by the moſt ſignifi- 
cant looks. 

There. is indeed one inconvenience attend- 
ing the double entendre, which I do not remem- 
ber to have heard taken notice of. This incon- 
venience is the untoward effect that it is apt to 
Have upon certain diſcreet gentlewomen, who 
paſs under the denomination of old maids. As 
theſe grave perſonages are generally remarked 
to have the quickeſt conceptions, and as they 
have once been ſhocked by what they call the 
indelicacy of this figure, they are ever after- 
wards carrying it in their minds, and convert- 
ing every thing they hear into wantonneſs and 
indecency. To aſk them what o'clock it is, 
may be an enſnaring queſtion; to pull off your 
gloves in their preſence, is beginning * _ 

reſs : 


dreſs: to make them a bow, may be ſtooping for 
an immodeſt purpoſe ; and to talk of bed-time, 
is tos groſs to be endured. I have known one of 
theſe ladies to be ſo extremely upon her guard, 
that having dropt her gold watch-caſe in a pub- 
lic walk, and being queſtioned by a gentleman 
who took it up, whether it was her's or not, was 
ſo alarmed at the indecency of throwing aſide her 
apron to examine, that ſhe flew from him with 
precipitation, ſuffering him to put it into his 
pocket and go fairly off with it. 

This falſe mod:fly, which moſt evidently owes 
its birth to the double entendre, is a degree of 
impudence that the other cannot match. The 
poſſeſſors of it have unfortunately diſcovered 
that the moſt immodeſt meaning may be couch- 
ed under very. innocent expreſſions ; and having 
been once put into a looſe train of thinking, 
they are. perpetually revolving in their 'minds 
every groſs idea that words can be made to im- 
ply. They would not pronounce the names of 
certain perſons of their acquaintance for the 
whole world, and are almoſt ſhocked to death at 
the ſight of a woman with child, as it ſuggeſts to 
their minds every idea of ſenſuality. 

It would doubtleſs be very aſtoniſhing -to the 
reader to be told, that even-the purity of my: 
own writings has not at all times exerspted me 
from the cenſure of theſe maiden” gentlewo- 
men. The Nankin breeches of poor Patrick 
the footman, in number 130 of theſe papers, 
have given inconceivable offence. 'The word 
breeches, it ſeems, is ſo outrageouſly indecent, 
that a modeſt woman cannot bring herſelf to 
pronounce it, even when alone. 1 muſt their- 
fore in all future impreſſions of this work, ei- 

Aaz ther 
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ther diſmiſs the faid Patrick from his ſervice, 
or direct him to wait upon his ladies without 
any breeches at all Other complaints of the 
like nature have alſo been brought againſt me, 
which, conſcious as I am of the purity of my 
intentions, have piqued me not a little. It is 
from theſe complaints that I have entered at 
preſent upon the ſubject of this paper, which 1 
cannot conclude without expreſſing ſome little 
diſlike to the double entendre ; ſince, with all the 

ſantry and merriment it occaſions, it has 
produced this al: my which, in my humble 
opinion, is impudence iticl. 


NUMBER 202. IhnunxsDAv, 11 Nov, 1756. 
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TY adorning Thee with fo much art 
bs but a needleſs till. CowLEY. 


T is a general obſeryation, that the character 
and diſpoſition of every man may, in ſome 
degree, be. gueſſed at from the formation and 
turn of his features; or, in other words, that the 
face is an index of the mind. This remark is 
certainly not without foundation; nevertheleſs, _ 
zs men do not make themſebves, but yet are 
maſters of their wills and actions, frequent in- 
ſtances happen, in which this rule is found to fail 
and appearances contradict reality. 

I have often thought that a ſurer way might 
be found of diſcovering the ſecret notions and 
bias of each. perſon ; and. that if inſtead of con- 

t : ſulting 
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ſulting the phyſiognomy, we were to have re- 
courſe to ſuch things as are the imediate objects 
of choice and fancy, we ſhould arrive at a truer 
knowledge of the perſon who adopts them. The 
beſt clue we can lay hold of for this purpoſe iz, 


in my opinion, the different modes of covering 


and adorning the body, or whatever is com- 
priſed under the idea of DREss, The Spaniſh. 


proverb fays, * Tell me what books a man 


« reads, and what company he keeps, and I 
6+ will tell you what manner of man he is.” It 
may be ſaid with equal propriety, Tell me how 
ſuch a perſon dreſſes, and I will tell you what 


he is. In fact, nature herſelf, by the appurte- 


nances and ornaments which ſhe beſtows on 
different animals, ſeems to ſhadow and point out 
their latent qualities. Who can ſee the pea- 
cock ſtrut and ſpread his gaudy tram, without 


conceiving an idea of the pride and vanity of 


that fop among birds ? The lion, wrapped up 
in the majeſty of his mane, fills us with noti- 
ons of the grandeur and nobleneſs of his nature; 


It is the ſame with men. What nature gives 


to irrational animals, man, by the help of art, 
ſupplies to himſelf; and in the choice and ar- 
rangement of his DREss, ſpeaks his real notions 
and fentiments, 

In a theatre, which is the glaſs of faſhion, 


and the picture of the world, it is well known 


that a ſtrict attention is always paid to what is 
called the dre//ing of the characters. The miſer 
has his thread-hare coat; the fop his grey pow- 
der, falitaire, and red heel: each character 
hanging out a ſign, as it were, in his dreſs, 
which proclaims to the audience the nature oP 

| 8 
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his part, even before he utters a word. The 
impreſſion which this outward appearance makes 
upon the mind, is ſo ſtrong, that ſtates and 
governments have availed themſelves of it for 
good and wiſe purpoſes. It is certain that che 
ignorant and vulgar part.of mankind are moſt 
eaſily captivated by what ſtrikes the fight. Love, 
it is ſaid, enters in at the eyes: and I am apt to 
think, that moſt of the other paſſions enter into 
the mind through the ſame paſſage. Hence the 
neceſſity of applying to this ſenſe ; and hence 
the origin of DREss, and the pomp of kings, 
magiſtrates, and others, calculated (according to 
Milton) only to 


Dazzle the crowd, and ſet them all agape, 


Among the numberleſs inſtances that might 
de brought in proof of this aſſertion, I have 
however remarked one, in which the means 
do not feem to me to anſwer the end propoſed, 
or at leaſt that ought to be propoſed by them. 
The inſtance I mean is the regimentals now 
worn in the army. One would imagine, from 
contemplating the profeſſion of a ſoldier, that 
. whatever could moſt contribute towards giving 
an intrepid maſculine air and look, whatever 
could impreſs on the ſpeCtator's mind an idea. 
of courage, fortitude, and ſtrength, would be 
deemed moſt proper to furniſh out the appear» 
ance of thoſe who devote themſelves to all the 
toils, fatigues, and dangers of war. And yet, 
who will ſay that our troops ſpeak their pro- 
feſſion in any degree by their dreſs? The red, 
indeed, in which they are cloathed, as it con- 
veys the idea of blood, and appears as if ſtained 
My with 
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with the colours of their trade, is moſt certainly 
proper. But what ſhall we ſay for all the other 
articles of their dreſs? Who that ſees any of 
them ſo elaborately and ſplendidly equipped in 
all their trappings, would not be more apt to 
think by their appearance, that they were going 
to grace ſome public feſtival, or to aſſiſt at ſome 
joyful ceremony, than that they were men ſet 
apart to. combat with every hardſhip, and to 
ſtand in the rough front of war? When Crœſus 
the Lydian king, diſplayed his heaps of treaſure 
to Solon, the philoſopher told him, that who» 
ever had more iron, would ſoon be maſter of all 


his gold; intimating that ſhew and 


p were 


of no account, compared to what was really 
uſeful, and that riches in themſelves were of no 


value. 'To adapt 


this to our preſent -purpoſe, 


would not a ſort of dreſs, calculated to help and 
defend the wearer, or annoy the enemy, be 
more ſerviceable than all the pride and tinſel that 
runs through the army from the general to the 


private man ? 
The ancient rude Britons ſeem to have 


had 


2 better taſte, or at leaſt more meaning in their 
method of adorning themſelves, than their po- 


liſhed deſcendants. As they 


were all ſoldiers, 


Coeſar tells us, they uſed to paint their bodies 
in fuch a manner as they conceived would make 


them appear terrible to. their foes. 


Inſtead of 


powdering and curling their hair, they wore it 
looſe, like the old Spartans, who always combed 
it down to its full extent; and as the admirable 
author of Leonidas expreſſes it, cloathed their 
„ necks with terror.” For my own part, I can- 


not look on our troops, powdered and c 


urled 


with 
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with ſo much exactneſs, without applying Fal- 
ſtafPs expreſſion, and thinking indeed that they 
are food for powder. Nor can I behold the lace, 
and all the waſte of finery in their cloathing, 
but in the fame light that I ſurvey the filver 
plates and ornaments of a coffin: indeed I am 
apt to impute their going to battle ſo trim and 
adorned, to the fame reaſon that the fine lady 
painted her cheeks juſt before ſhe expired, that 
the might not be frightful when ſhe was dead. 
To aſk a plain queſtion, Where is the need of all 
this finery ? „ Will it (as Falſtaff ſays of honour) 
d ſet a leg? No. Or an arm? No. Or heal 
«© the grief of a wound? No. It bas then no 
« ſkill in ſurgery, and is a mere ſcutcheon.” 
When I conſider the brilliant, but defence- 
leſs ſtate, in which our troops go to battle, I 
cannot help wondering at the extraordinary cou- 
rage they have always ſhewn; and am pleaſed to 
find that they unite in their perſons the ancient 
and modern. ſignification of the word brave, 
which implied formerly only finery or ornament, 
but in its preſent acceptation, means courage and 
reſolution. They are indeed both brave and 
fine; brave as it is poſſible for men to be, but 
finer than it is neceſſary for /o/d/ers to be; ſo 
that what Czfar ſaid of his troops, may with great 
juſtice be applied to ours, Etiam unguentatos bene 
pugnare poſſe in ſpite of their finery and per- 
fumes, they are brave fellows, and will fight, 
I kave been led to conſider this ſubje&t by 
a ſhort copy of verſes lately ſent me by a friend, 
preſenting a picture of a modern warrior pre- 
paring for battle, Homer and Virgil deſcribed 
their heroes ARMING. for the fight; but my 
friend. 
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friend exhibits hi hero DRESSING for the fight; 

it being obſervable, he ſays, that our military 
entiemen uſe at preſent no more armour inthe 

day of battle, than they do when they go to 
church, or pay a viſit to a miſtreſs. 


THE 


MODERN WARRIOR. 


fb trumpet ſounds. To war the troops 
advance, h 
Adorn'd and trim—like females to the dance. 
Proud of the ſummons to diſplay his might, 
The gay LoTHAR1o dreſſes for the fight. 
Studious in all the ſplendor to appear, 
Pride, pomp, and circumſtance of 6LoRIOUs war! 
His well-turn'd limbs the different garbs infold, 
Form'd with nice art, and glitt'ring all with gold. 
Acroſs his breaſt the filken Sasn is ty'd, 
Behind the SHoULDER-KNoOT diſplays its pride; 
Glittering with Lace, th: HaT adorns his head, 
Grac'd and diſtinguiſh'd by the ſmart Cocxavx : 
Conſpicuous badge ! which only heroes wear, 
Enfign of war, and fav'rite of the Fair. 
The graceful Queve his braided treſſes binds, - 
And ev'ry hair in its juſt rank confines. 
Each taper leg the ſnowy GueTREs deck, 
And the bright GorGET dangles from his neck. 
Dreſs'd cap- a- pie, all lovely to the ſight, 


Stands the Gay WARRLOR, and expects the fight. 


Rages the war; fell SLAUGHTER ſtalks around: 
And ſtretches thouſands breathleſs on the ground: 


Down 
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Down finks LoTHarIo, fent by one dire blow, 
A WELL-DREss'D HERO, to the thades below. 
Thus the young vicT1M, pamper'd andelate, 

To ſome reſplendent fane is led in ſtate, 

With GARLANDS crown'd, thro' ſhouting crowds 
proceeds, | | 

« And dreſs'd in fatal pour, MAGNIFICENTLY 
6 bleeds.” 
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HILS'T the generality of moraliſti 
maintain the utility of the paſſions, the 
generality of men complain of their inconveni- 
ency. For though ſpeculation can eaſily confine 
them to proper objects, reſtrain them within 
proper bounds, and make them aſſiſtant and ſub- 
ſervient to the greateſt purpoſes, experience finds 
them impatient of the rein, and we are hurried 
by them into every kind of extravagance. In 
like manner batchelors lay down incomparable 
rules for the government of a wife, which 
the huſband, whoſe province is ov e A 
eau, not theory but practice, may find ex- 
tremely defective in the day of trial. The truth 
is, that no ſchemes can be formed, no directions 
can be delivered for the conduct of the paſſions, 
without a previous knowledge of their nature, 
the various circumſtances that may excite them, 
and the ſtrength they exert in every individual. 
Speculation may m ſome meaſure prepare, but 
can never ſufficiently provide for practice. Thus 
a moraliſt may preſcribe patience in the cafe of 
4h | EY pain; 
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pain; but if the anguiſh ariſe from an author's 
reading his own works, a patient ear, however 
uſeful in general, will ſerve only to aggravate 
the miſery, and perhaps render it inſupportable. 
And indeed ſuch means as theſe will always be 
ſound either uſeleſs or fatal, for they will either 
have no effect upon the paſſion, or totally de- 


ſtroy it. Let us try therefore to find an expe- 


dient which | ſhall preſerve and nouriſh theſe 


elements of life, and at the ſame time prevent. 


thoſe evils which are ſo juſtly apprehended, and 


ſo frequently felt from them. 


Ariſtotle has long ago obſerved that ry ö 


is more philoſophical than hiſtory; and Horace 


has not ſcrupled to prefer Homer to the philoſo- 


phers themſelves, even in points of inſtruction; 


in which all ſenſible men muſt unanimouſly con- 
cur. For the paſſions being a poet's peculiar 
province, he muſt indiſputably be beſt acquaint- 
ed with their nature, and beſt qualified to direct 


them. From the poets therefore we may ex- 


pect information; and, if I am not much miſ- 
taken, every tragic writer will furniſh us with 


the expedient we want. For there js ſcarce a 
ſingle tragedy in which the paſſions of the hero 


have not full play, and yet by the ſubſtitution 


of proper objetts, are artfully diverted from the 


production of thoſe miſchiefs that uſually attend 
Conftancy ; the hero, ſuſpecting the cruelty of 


them. To inſtance in the tragedy of Fatal 


his miſtreſs, or rather her obedience to her fa- 


ther, falls with the greateſt propriety into the 


paſſion of anger, which thus burftsforth, 
e Curs'd be the treach'rous ſex, curs'd be the hour, 
« Curs'd be the world, and ev'ry thing but her! 
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Upon ſuch a provocation as this, it was abſo- 
Jlutely impoſſible to have prevented the paſſion; 
the poet therefore gives it free inc ilgence; and 
to avert the fatal effects it might have upon 
the lady, as the immediate ' cauſe, or upon the 
more remote one her father, he ſuppoſes it em- 
ployed in exccrations againſt the ſex in general, 
the hour, the world, and in ſhort againſt every 
thing but his miſtreſs. Now this artifice may 1 
think be very advantageouſly removed from the 
ſtage to the world, from fictitious to real perſons, 
as appears from the conduct of gameſters, who 
in an ill run, will with the greateſt vehemence 
curſe their fortune or their cards; and havin 
vented their anger, will play on with the utm 
compoſure and reſignation, and be perfectly a- 
gret able to their adverſaries. | f 

The ancients make .mention of -one 'Philox- 
enus, a celebrated cater, who inſtead of making 
his rivals at the table the objects of his paſſion, 
envied cranes for their length of neck ; the 
{ſhort duration of pleaſure being the only defect 
of his emoyment. Mr Pope too takes notice 
of a reverend ſire, 5 

Wbo envy'deviry ſparrow thut lie ſaw. 

1 produce theſe inſtances merely to ſhow the 
poſſibility of an innocent exerciſe of the paſſions, 
which maſt de employed to prevent a ſtagna- 
tion in the mind, and by theſe means may be in- 
dulged without injury to others. Thus rural 
ſquires, who are pure followers of nature, to 
keep their dogs and themſelves in breath, trail 
herrings along the road, when the ſeaſon will 
not admit of real buſineſs. AG j 

at 
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' But to remove all doubts concerning the 
poſſibility of this method, and at the fame 
time to» ſhew its utility, I muſt introduce St 
Auſtin to my readers. It is well known that 
the prevailing paſſion of this faint was love, 


and that an habitual 1 ence had. rendered 
it too formidable for a. regular attack. He 
therefore engaged by ſtratagem, where his . ut- 

moſt ſtrength was ineffectual, and by forming 
— of ſnow for his embraces,. ſecured 
his own character, and the honour of his 
fair diſciples, from thoſe devaſtations to which 
they muſt otherwiſe have been fatally expo- 
ſed 


An example like this, is, I think, ſufficjent 
to confirm the principles, and recommend the 
practice of ſubſtituting objects for the exerciſe. 
of the paſſions ; but leſt diſficukties thould ariſe 
from the choice, I ſhall point out ſuch as will 
beſt correſpond with — icular paſſions, 
that we may from thence be enabled to zudge 
what will beſt fuit with the reſt. To begin 
with what is moſt important and moſt pre- 


vailing, Love Should a a young lady find = 
ſelf unfortunately expoſed to the unrulineſs of 


this paſſion, either by nature or education, by 
too cloſe an attention to the ſtudy of romance, 


or too ſtrong a confidence in the converſation 


of her friends, her condition muſt be very de- 


Plorable : for indulgence, the moſt obvious 


expedient, is 2 . by cuſtom oppolition 
would always be found ridiculous, often im- 
— and ſometimes fatal; and ſhould 

e — the example of poor TS | in-Shake- 


'Bba | . 


» aroma; — . 
w_— ˙ +» — > ET ot: —_— * = 6 = 
= DS C 22 - I EFFECTS TT x 22 
** — 
Eu 2 _ — — 
* 


— — — —_— 
— 
— 


, [ 
1 
_ * - - 2 = 
a _ 
„ 


_ — — ä — 5 — 
— — — —  —  — —— — — — -———_ 
4 - 


292 | Tar, V ORLD. 2 : 297; 


A let Eke like a worm. i 15 hi, 
Freed on Ber a cheek, 


ker caſe muſt be deſperite- indeed : for the de- 


ſtruction of her charms would infallibly deſtroy 
the very means of happineſs, and make her fit 


only for the incurables of a convent, for which 


our proteſtant country has not yet thought pro- 


to provide. Now all theſe inconveniences 
will be removed by ſubſtituting - ſome other 


object to engroſs her affection. Thus a lap- 


dog, a ſquirrel, or a parrot, may relieve her 
diſtreſs, by being admitted. to her boſom, and. 
receiving thoſe douceurs and careſſes which her 


11 prompts her to beſtow upon her lover. 


t is certain that the celebrated Antonia eſcaped 


the fatal effects of this paſfſion, and preſerved 


her character untainted amidft the ſlanders and 
corruption of the worſt of courts, by fixing her 


affection upon a lamprey. In vain did the 
beaus of Rome offer up their vows; her tender- 
ne ſs was devoted to her favourite fiſh, on which. 


the doted to that degree, that the fondly adorned. 
it with her choiceſt ear-rings. 

But if this method ſhould not ſufficiently 
anſwer the' great purpoſe of giving exerciſe to 
the paſſion, I cannot forbear the mention of one 
more, and that is cards. A parti carre at Crib-. 
bage or Whiſt will give full ſcope to the reſt- 
leſſneſs of its nature, and enable the fair female 


to indulge it in all its ſtages: for every deal 
will excite her affection or her anger; will in- 
flame her jealouſy, or reſtore her eaſe; will give 


her 


No. 203. Tre: FORLD. 293 
her all the pangs of diſappointment, or furniſh 
the ſilent tranſports of ſucceſs. 

What has been hitherto propoſed is defigned 
for the unmarried ladies; the ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances of a wife, being in fome reſpects 
different, may require a different treatment. If 
therefore what is here prefcribed prove ineffee- 
tual, ſhe may have recourſe to St Auſtin's re - 
medy, which is always at hand; for by fixing 
her affections upon her huſband, ſne may con- 
vert a lump of, ſnow into a lover, and have the 
ſaint's exquiſite pleaſure of a mortifying indul- 

ence. .- - 
: I would now proceed to the other paſſions, 
and lay down rules for their regulation, did I 
not think it abſolutely unneceſſary: for ſeveral 
of them, fuch as ſbame, fear, &c. are become ob- 


ſolete, and conſequently unknown. Others may 


be conſtantly employed upon huſbands, friends, 
and . dependants : for theſe objects occur upon 
every occaſion, and an . choice can fearcely be 
made. bus if anger be ge paſſion of the day, 
a lady need not be told that the may exert it 
with the greateft fafety. and ſatisfaction upon a 


huſband or a ſervant. Or ſhould the fair one 


be under the influence of pride, on whom can 


it be exerciſed with greater propriety than upon 
a female friend, eſpecially if poverty bas re- 
duced her to a ſtate of indigence and 


dence? For fortune has plainly marked 1 


— . of her fa- 
vourites. 


Bb Hows. 


ms 
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T0 Mr Frrz-Apan. is 


8 Un, 


E ſeaſon is now approaching when the 
wiſdom of the nation provides-the ſupplies 
ag for the ſupport of government. 'The 
two great queſtions. commonly debated on ſuch 
- - occalions, are the WHEREBORE and the How. 
The WHEREFORE,..2s. the.politician in the Re- 
hearſal ſays, anſwers itſelf; but then as. to the 
guonodo, or the How; here the invention - -of the - 
ingenious lover of his country may, without _ 
eee havethoaghe 
to obſerve, - that ſcarcely. a fingle tax 
can be deviſed. which has not been already i im- 
* in order to ſtrip this Beggar nation (as 
they are pleaſed to call it) even of its rags: for 
if we credit theſe gentlemen, the nation does in- 
deed hang in tatters, and we muſt expect very 
ſpeedily to hear Britannia crying out with a 
moſt lamentable voice in the ſtrects, “ Pray, 
4 your honour, do, good your honour, one 
1 ſingle farthing to a poor diſtreſſed gentle- - 
% woman, with a n * of Nene chil- N 
« dren.” “ 
„ A CERTAIN emperor is reported to have of · 
ſered a reward to any one who ſhould diſcover a 
pew ſpecies of pleaſure; and it is hoped, that vin 
imitation of that emperor, the miniſtry will 


make ſome premiſes to any gns who ſhall invent 
u new tax. | 
For 


we 4 
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For my own part, I flatter myſelf that I have 
diſcovered ſome methods of raiſing money by 
taxes, which have hitherte eſcaped the re- 
ſearches of projectors and politicians : but how- Ft 
ever various my ways and means may be, I thall 1 
content myſelf at. preſent with. communicating . 1 
only one of my ſchemes, that from the recep- = 
tion it meets with from thoſe in power, I may | 
be tempted- either to. conceal- or make public 
the reſt, - 


There is a certain ſpecies of- converſation, | 
which is commonly termed the ſaying of Goo 
THINGS. « In this commodity mL every body 
deals. The cheeſemonger's wife at a goffiping, . 
and the haberdaſher at the club, ſay Go 
- THINGS as well as their betters, during the 
ſhort intervals from Whiſt. This commodity - 
has hitherto eſcaped the obſervation of the le- 
giſlature; and yet no. ſufficient reaſon appears + 
why a tax may not be impoſed upon every 
GOOD THING. which ſhall be- bead, uttered, or 
ſpoken, from and after Lady day next. 

It will. poſſibly be objected, that ſome diffi- 
culties: may occur as to the proper: methods of 
levying this tax. The officers of the revenue, 
it may be ſaid, cannot be ſuppoſed proper 
judges of what is, and what is not, a Goop - 
THING 3 and an appeal to the quarter-ſeſſions in 
all probability would not much mend the mat- 

ter. To this it may be anſwered; that in the 
caſe before us, the uſer or conſumer: may be 
ſafely truſted on his bare affirmation 3: an indul- 
gence. which I ſhould very unwillingly recom- 
mend on any other occaſion. The method I 
would propoie, is, that every * who ſays a 
C00 
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coop THING, ſhall receive a certificate thereof 
en ſtampt paper, for which certificate the ſum 
of two ſhillings and fixpence only ſhall be ex- 
acted: provided always, that he who ſays a very 
GOOD THING, may for ſuch VERY GOOD THING 
demand a certificate as aforeſaid, on payment of 
five ſhillings in manner aforeſaid. 

It may be further objected, as this tax is 
propoſed to extend to the writing, as well as 
ſaying GooD THINGS, that it will be. of inex- 
preſſible detriment to many. profeſſed authors. 
Their intereſt and their vanity will incline 
them to contribute largely to the ſtamp duty; 
but it cannot in reaſon be expected that they 
thould ever be able to raiſe a ſingle half-crown 
for the purchaſe of a- certificate. My inten- 
tion, Mr Fitz-Adam, is not to injure theſe 
gentlemen. I pity poor authors will al my 
heart. They who cannot dig, and who to 
beg are aſhamed,” muf? write far be it from 
me therefore to deprive them of an ingenious: 
livelihood, To quiet their minds, I hambly 
. propoſe that they ſhall not be obliged to tax 
themſelves, but that their readers ſhall tax them. 
. for every GooD THING which they may chance 
to publiſh. Thus will the tax become no in- 
- #olerable grievance :. indeed it will be ſcarcely 
felt, unleſs falſe Engliſh, low wit, and licen- 
tious ſcurrility be declared coor THINGs by 
public authority. All that E intreat is, that as 

leave them the liberty of writing what they 
pleaſe, they will alſo allow me the liberty of 
reading what I pleaſe. By this means we ſhall 
have little intercourſe, and conſequently little 

9 


/ 
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luis tax will indeed fall ſomewhat” heavy 
upon you, Mr Fitz-Adam :- but in times of 
— and difficulty, every man muſt contri- 
-bute according to his- ability to the neceflities - 
of his country. However, to make this matter 
caſy, I am willing. to yield you the whole ho- 
nour of my invention; and I doubt not but you 
may obtain a faving clauſe, impowering you to 
write GOOD THINGS without the expence of a 
certificate. | 
We are all of us apt to ſhew ſome degree of 
partiality to our own children; and this may 
perhaps induce me to be over · ſond of my pre- 
ſent projet. Vet the moſt impartial muſt ao- 
knowledge, that no tax can be more extenſive, 
or be levied with greater eaſe to the public ane 
the ſubject. It will therefore afford me the 
higheſt ſatisfaction to ſee this my darling ſcheme 
entorced by the wiſdom of the legiſlature. I can 
already in imagination "rejoice over ſome future 
reſolution of the hbnourab'e houſe, conceived in 
words to the following effect: 


© RESOLVED, That the ſum of one million 


4 ſterling be raiſed by way of lottery on annui- 
ties payable out of the produce of the tax. 
„ upon GooD THINGS.” 


It would be no leſs agreeable to me to read a 


paragraph in the London Evening Poſt, or ſome 
other loyal paper, importing that “ this day the 


4 worſhipfal company of Fiſhmongers dined 


© together at their hall in Thames - ſtreet, where 
© the tax upon doο es ſaid after dinner 
©« amounted to four hundred and ten pounds 


c largeſt ſum which had ever been collected on 


« ſeventeen ſhillings and ſix-· pence, being the 
tc that occaſion.” | I matg + 
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I make no doubt but that great ſums might 
te expected on this account from the common 
halls of our two learned univerſities; not to 
ſay any thing of the laudable ſociety of Anti- 
Gallicans, the venerable order of Free Maſons, 
and the numerous fraternities of Bucks, Bloods, 
and Choice Spirits. | | 

It may poſlibly be inſim uated that France 
will endeavour to avail itſelf of our example, 
and impoſe likewiſe a tax upon Go THINGS ,; 
but as freedom of ſpeech is greatly reſtrained 
in all abſolute monarchies, we have nothing to 
fear from ſuch an attempt. Here then we ſhall 
be unrivalled, and ſhall be able for once to 
boaſt with juſtice, that we have eutwitled our 
enemies, E % 

If it ſhould ſtill farther be objefted to this 
tax, that it will be a partial one, and grievouſly 
burthenſome to the poor wit, while the rich 
alderman, the juſtice of the quorum, and the 
fine gentleman, will be totally exempted from 
it; I anſwer, that in theſe public-ſpirited times, 


and upon this particular occafion, every man 


will be ambitious of contributing his quota, 
whether he can be legally taxed or not; nay, I am 
humbly of opinion, that thoſe who fay the feweſt. 
GOOD THINGS, will generouſly make their de- 
mands upon the ſtamp- office for the greateſt. 

number of certificates. | 
I had once entertained. thoughts. of extend-. 
ing my project to the GooÞ. THINGS. that people 
do as well as ſay; but upon conſulting a few 
friends upon the matter, I was convinced that 
the benefits ariſing from ſuch an addition would- 
de too inconſiderable to be felt, I have _ 
i 1, _Hores 
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my poor country, and the 
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fore, for the good of 
eaſe of thoſe in power, "nl what haſte I could 
t0 communicate my ſcheme as it now is, which 
I defire you to publiſh as ſoon as poſſible z and 


AM, DIR, . 
Fc ' Your moſt faithful, | 
humble ſervant. 


NUmMB. 205. THURSDAY, 2 Dec. 17 50. |; 


Nunc adhibe puro 
Peftere verba, puer, nunc te melioribus aa 
Hos. 
Tendere ad. Jud, | 
Auroramgue ſequi, —— | Vince 
To Mr Firz-ADAM, 


'S1R, 


MONG the many reaſons that were urg- 

ed againſt entering into the preſent war, 

and the various clamours that have deen raiſed 
e the commencement of hoſtilities, I do not 
find any body has conſidered the importance of 


a peace with France, in regard to the education 
of our young nobility z and J cannot but think 


our miniſters would have been leſs baſty in their 
meaſures, had they paid proper attention to an 


object of ſo great moment. 


This overſight is the more furprizing, as che 
dangers attending heirs apparent at home, and 
the neceſſity of travel from the age of ſeven- 
teen to twenty-one, have long been notorious 


to all the world. Who would truſt a ſon in 


the -way of pedantry and 'tobacco, party and 
elections, fox hounds and N ewmarket z of the 
bevitching 
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bewitching glances that lurk beneath a pompa- 
dour hat at Ranelagh, or the unadorned, but 
not leſs dangerous. charms of the curate's daugh- 
ter near. the manſion ſeat ? On the other fide, 
Who is not aware that, abroad, national pre- 
Judices are deſtroyed, the. mind is opened, the 
«taſte. refined, the perſon improved? And what 
e frther coafolation'to parents, is, that 
the habits -and manners contracted by young 
gentlemen in their travels, are likely to remain 
With them all their lives after. It ſeldom hap. 
-pens that the Paris pump and Lyons velvet give 
place to the tight boot and ſhort 4kirt ; or that 
a · man accuſtomed to the elegance and-loll of a 
vis d vir, with cuſhions of down within, and 
the varniſh of Martin without, is ſo abſurd at 
his return, as to trot ten. miles before day in a 
dreary winter morning, and paſs the hours due 
to hazard or a miſtreſs on the ſide of a bleak co- 
ver, ſhivering in expectation of a fox. 

As it is far from my intention to ſtir up a cla- 
mour againſt the adviſers of this war, I ſhall 
not enter farther into a diſcuſſion of the advan- 
tages of a foreign, or the evils of a domeſtic edu- 
cation, but haſten to my ſcheme for the improve- 
ment of youth, in ſpite of our enemies; the firſt 
hint of which aroſe acc identally in converſation 
with a friend, at whoſe houſe in the country T 
ſpent *. days laſt month. 

We were walking in a park, decorated with 
all the variety of Aſiatic ornament», which at 
preſent ſo generally prevails among improvers of 
taſle; when this gentleman, who is a leading 
nian of that claſs, as well as a thorough zealot in 


the modern ſyſtem ol education, took occa- 
2 ion 
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ſion to conſult me in regard to the difp ſal of his 
eldeſt fon, a youth about nxteen years of age, 
heir to a very large fortune, and at preſent at one 
of our univerſities. My friend, I found, was 
very uneaſy leſt he ſhould-contra&t the ruſt of the 
college, and moſt pathetically lamented his ill- 
fortune, that the doors of France ſhould be ſo 
<ritically ſhut againſt a lad formed by nature for 
all the accompliſhments which fo eminently diſ- 
tinguith that polite nation. | 
In reflecting upon the good man's embarraſl. 
ment, and admiring the ſeveral temples, bridges, 
and other edifices of Chineſe architecture which 
ſurrounded me, I was led to conſider whether to 
ſend our ſons to Pexin inſtead of Parrs, would 
not better anſwer all purpoſes of travel. And 
though you may ſtart, -as did my friend, at the 
firſt view of this propoſal, I doubt not, Mr Fitz- 
Adam, but upon deliberation you will agree with 
me in many of the circumſtances that I think 
Muſt render ſuch a progreſs preferable to the 
other, more entertaining to the young gentle- 
men themſelves, more ſuitable to the intentions 
of their parents and guardians, and more bene- 
fcial to the country. | | 
Among the miany confiderations which im- 
mediately occurred to me upon this ſubject, I 
{tall beg leave principally to obſerve that the 
manufactures of China, which have hitherto 
reached us, bear the preference to moft of our 
own of the ſame kinds, in ſpite of European 
pride: and I am -perſuaded thoſe politer arts, 
which are the great objects of travel, are in a 
degree of excellence, well worthy our notice, 
Vor. IV. Cc among 
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among the ingenious people of that country, 
though they have hitherto made their way to us 
flowly and imperfectly, for want of proper tra- 
vellers. The merchant and tlie miſſionary (al- 
moſt the only viſitors of ſo diſtant a region) at- 
tend merely to thoſe obſervations which regard 
the commerce and. religion of. their nation and 
{:& ; the views of the one are too confined, and 
of the other generally too enthuſiaſtic to produce 
the good effects which will accrue from the en- 
iries of men of more enlarged ideas and un- 
prejudiced ſentiments. The preſent juncture 
ſeems marked by the good genius of this iſle for 
the moſt important. diſcoveries. How many 
voung men of faſhion might be picked out, whom 
no one could ſuſpect of prejudices either in fa 
vour of trade or religion ! and ſurely a mettled 
fellow could not heſitate in his choice between 
this route and the old beaten one of France and 
Italy; where from a Calais landlord, to.a Nea- 
politan princets, there is a ſameneſs of adventure 
that is become extremely irkiome to a polite cir- 
cle in the recital. A traveller will be greatly diſ- 
appointed who fancies the tour of Europe will 
entitle him to attention at Arthur's vr an aſſem- 
bly. Alas! after four years of expence, danger, 
and fatigue, if he expects auditors, he muſt have 
recourſe to his tenants in the country, or feck 
them about four o'clock on a bench in St James's 
park. On the contrary, let us ſuppoſe a young 
nobleman juſt arrived with a dreſs and equipage 
# la Chinziſe, what a curioſity would be excited 
in the town ! what entertainment, what admira- 


on would it afford ! What wiumph would he 


feel 
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feel in entering a rout; to ſee at his approach the 
Jover riſe from beneath the hoop on the ſettee, 


the dowager quit her cards, and all 


With greedy ears devour: up bis diſcourſe !” 


It would be a fevere blow to the French, Me 
Fitz- Adam, ſhould the Chmeſe ſucceed to the 
empire of taſte; and it is worthy remazk, as I 
. hinted above, and as others of your correſpon- 


dents have done before, what advances they 
daily make toward it. Without doors, from the 


ſeats of our dukes, to the ſhops of our haber- 


daſhers, all is Chineſe; and in moſt places with- 


m (at leaſt-where that fex» which ought always 


to have the lead in elegance is concerned) Ra- 
phacl and Titian give place to the more pleaſing 
maſters of Surat and Japan. Should their dreſs 
and cookery become as fathionable as their ar- 


chiteCture and painting, adieu the moſt flouriſh- - 
ing commerce cf France: and I ſee no reaſon : 


why they ſhould not, if introduced by proper 


perſons. Novelty is the foul of both, and quick - 


neſs of invention the ſureft recommendation to 
the cook, as well as the taylor. For my own part, 
I have commiſſioned my two nephews, who are 
actually preparing for their voyage next ſpring, 
to bring-over one of the greateit men they can 
find in each of theſe capacities; and I flatter 
myſelf that heir dreſs and my table will give the 
taſte to the whole town. I have likewiſe deſired 


theſe young gentlemen to contract for the beſt 


dancers now in Aſia, whether monkies or men, 
and propoſe to oblige the managers of both thea- 
tres with a Chineſe ballet, that I think. will en- 
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gage ta them the ſupport of the whole ſociety of 
Anti-Gallicans. 

If any young nobleman can want yet farther 
encouragement for this undertaking, let him 
conſider how much greater ſcope there is to ſhew 
his genius in the conſtruction of a veſſel, than. 
in that of a poſt-chaiſe; not to mention the 
many conyeniencies and comforts he will have 
about him, which a land. carriage cannot afford: 
for inſtance, his cook, his toad-eater, his ſet at 
Whiſt, and if he pleaſes, his girl: for by the 
way, it would be cruel in a parent to deny a ſon, 
embarked on ſo uſeful a progreſs, any of thoſe 
amuſements or. reſources, ſo generally eſteemed 
innocent in other travels, and which indeed I. 
have ſeldom heard that the moſt ſcrupulous go- 
vernor objected to in France cr Italy. It is poſ- 
ſible that the article of ſea- ſickneſs may alarm 
the tenderneſs of ſome, mothers: but what is it. 
more than the qualms of claret ? and a youth. 
who has ſhewn any ſpirit at college, cannot have 
much to apprehend from that complaint, 

And here, Mr Fitz-Adam, I cannot forbear 
hinting to our pa: triots, of what ſervice ſuch a 
ſyſtem of education would prove to our marine. 
the great bulwark of the nation. I am perſuaded 
it would turn out as good a nurſery. for ſailors as 
the herring fiſhery ; ; and what a reſource would 
it be in any certain emergency (like the preſent, 
for example) if the numerous retinues of the gay 
and great were able to go to à top-maſt head 
A ſet of fellows, who now ſerve only to excite 
the contempt or indignation of their induſtrious 
countrymen, would become fuſeful members, 
and be regarded as a hidden rength of the m_ 
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Who knows but ſome of the young gentlemen 
themſelves might take a more particular fancy 
to a blue uniform than to a red one? and I ap- 
prehend it would as ſoon entitle them to the eſ- 
teem of their country, and not be leſs becoming 
in the eyes of the ladies. 

But the point which will be thought of the 
moſt importance by your ſerious readers, is ſtill- 
behind, Ir has been remarked of late years (I 
fear with ſome truth) that the majority of our 
young travellers return home entirely diveſted of 
the religion of their country, without having 
acquired any new one in its place. Now as our 
free-thinkers are univerſally known to be the 
ſtricteſt moraliſts, J apprehend the doctrine of 
Confucius might have a very good effect upon 
them, and poſſibly give them a certain plan 
which they have all along wanted. In time 
perhaps they might inſtitute ſome form of public 
worſhip, and thereby remove theſcandal of athe- - 
im, which our enemies abroad, from the beha- - 
viour of our traveilers, are ſo apt to brand us 
with: and-it is my private opinion, that if a Chi- 
neſe temple were to be built by ſabfeription, in 
à good quarter of the town, for the worſhip of 
the pobte world, it could not fail of ſucceſs. 

I now, Mr Pitz- Adam, leave you to com- 
ment upon my project. If it is recommended 
from your pen, I doubt not but it will be fol- 
lowed. We ſhall then ſee the new and old route 
diftinguiſhed by the title of the GRANn and 
LITTLE TOUR, - It will be left to the enſign and 
the templer to trip to Paris, in abſence from 
quarters and long vacation: plodding geniuſſes, 
admirers of the claffics, philoſophers, and poets, . 
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will reach Rome; while the noble youth of more 
extenſive fortune and more general principles, 
the riſing ſpirits, born to take the lead, and ſet 

a pattern to the world, ſtrike out a path more 
worthy their genius, and more adapted to the en- 
— age in which we live. 

Jam, 
Six, 
Tour conſtant reader 
and admirer. 


C. 
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Audire ęſi oteræ pretium, procedere red ie 
Pu machis nan vultis, ut omni parte latorent, 
tqus lis mults corrupta. dolore valuptas, 


Mr FiTz-Apam, 

8 the hiſtory of my life may be of ſome ſer- 
vice to many of your readers, 1 ſhall relate. 

it with all the openneſs and ſimplicity of truth. 


Hoa 


II they give a due attention to the errors and. 


miſtakes af my conduct, they will paſs over thoſe. 


of my ſtile. I am no ſcholar, having had a private. 


education under the eye of my mother.” Inſtead 
of converſing or playing with other boays,.I went... 
a viſiting with her; and while ſhe and my tutor 
were at_Cribbage, in, which they paſſed a conſi- 
derable part of the day, I read ſuch books as I. 
found lying about her room; the chief of which 
were the Atalantis, Ovid's Art of Loye, novels, .. 
romances, miſcellaneous poems, and plays. 
From ele ſtudies I contracted an early taſte for 
gallantry; 
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gallantry; and as nothing pleaſed me ſo much 
as the cowedies of the latt age, my thoughts 
were conſtantly engroſſed with the enviable ſis .. 
tuation of the heroes of thoſe pieces. Your | 
Dorimants and your Horners ſtruck my imagi- 
nation beyond the brighteſt. characters in Pope's 
Homer; and though I liked the gallantry of 
fighting ten years fur a woman, yet 1 thought 
the Greeks might have found a readier way of 
m-:king themſelves amends, by viſiting their 
friends at Troy, and taking revenge in kind. 
Such were the exploits to command my admi- 
ration, and juch the examples which I looked . 
up to: and having manifeſt advantages of per- 
ſon, I entertained moſt extravagant conceits of 
my future triumphs. Yet even in the height of 
thoſe extravagancies, I had no hope of obtaining 
every favour that I ſolicited; much leſs ſhould 
I have been perſuaded that fuch uncommon 
ſucceſs could be productive of any thing but - 
conſummate happireſs. The hiſtory of ny life 
will prove the contrary ; and I chuſe to record 
it, with a view.of ſhewing what, a ſucceſſion of - 
trouble, diſtreſs, and miſery, aroſe from the. 
very completion of my deſires. 

I was precipitately ſent to Oxford,. on being 
diſcovered in an mtrigue with a. young girl, 
whom my tutor had lately married, and who had 
a prior attachment to me. As my love for her 
was exceſſive, this ſeparation was inexpreſſibly 
painful; and I learned from it, that paſt joys- 
were no conſolation for preſent diſappointment. 
found the univerſity liſe ſo little ſuited to my 
taſte, that I ſoon prevailed upon my mother to 
!et.me come to London, Before. I bad —_— 

\ we 
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week in town, I was introduced to a young 
woman, whom I took fo great a fancy to, that 
the very violenee of my pation made me deſpair 
of ſucceſs. I was, however, ſo agreeably diſap- 
pointed, that I could ſcarcę conceal the tranſ-. 
ports of joy which poſſeſſion g gave me: but this 
joy was more than balanced, when at the end of 
ſome months I was told of the condition into 
which this kind creature was brought by her 
comp.lance with my deſires. My anxiety upon 
this event was too great to be reſtrained ; and 
honour, which alone had ſtopped the overilow- . 
ings of my joy, prompted me to give a looſe to 
my concern. I hewailed with remorſe and 
tears the ſhame and miſery of deluded inno- 
cence, and curſed myſelf as the author of ſo 
much ruin and infamy. I ſpared no expence to 
render her unhappy ſit uation as comfortable as it 
could be made, and ſhut myſelf up with her till 
the expected time of her delivery. That fatal 
hour inſinitely increaſed our mutual ſhaw e, by 
giving birth to a little negro, which, though it 
delivered me at once from the pangs of con- 
tcience, put me to an immoderate expence in 
bribes to the nurſes, to keep the ſecret of my 
eaſprace. 

This unlucky re had almoſt ſpoiled 
me for a man of gallantry; but I ſoon loft all - 
remembrance of ill uſage in the innocent ſmiles 
and gentle ſweetneſs of a young lady, who gave 
me every mark of tender love and conſtancy. 
Our mutual fondneſs made it impoffible for us. 
to bear that ſeparation which diſcretion required. 
As ſhe gave up all her acquaintance for my fake, 
he ſoon uu herſelf abandoned by tkem, fo 

that 
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that our conſtant living together, which hither- 
to had been choice, was now become an abſo- 
lute neceſſity. This confinement, though it 
did not-abate, but, if poſſible, increaſe my ten- 
derneſs, had ſo different an effect upon her tem- 


per, as to cauſe a total change of behaviour to 


me and all about her: ſhe ſtormed day and 
night like a fury, and did every thing to-drive 


me from her company:: yet if ever. I went from 


her upon the moſt urgent buſineſs, ſhe would 
throw herſelf into fits, and upbraid me with the 


moſt bitter reproaches. On my being ſent for to 


attend my mother in her laſt moments, ſhe 


= 


threatened - with, horrid imprecations, -that-if +-- 


left her then I ſhould never ſee her more. I 
had ſcarce broke from her menaces, when the 


flew from her lodgings. in an agony of: paſſion, 
and has not been: heard of ſince. | 


Soon after the-death of my mother, a lady of 
quality who viſited her, and who had caſt an 


envious eye. upon her diamonds, which were: 


not contemptible, took - occaſion to make ſome 
advances towards me. Whenever we met, her 
diſcourſe. always turned upon the great merits 


of my mother, and the taſte which the ſhewed 


in the choice and manner of wearing her jewels: 
and this converſation: as conſtantly ended in an 
aſſignation at her hovſe. Though I was at 
firſt a little proud to find my pretents meet ſo 
ready an acceptance, I was. not exceeding!y flat- 
tered in the progreſs of this amour; eſpecially 
when I came to perceive, that the ſtrongeſt re- 
commendation 1 had to her favour was grow- 
ing weaker every day. I found alſo that a 
declaration which I had made of not loving 


cards, _ 
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cards, did not contribute. to ſtrengthen my in- 
tereſt in that family. h | 

My next affair was with a lady who was really 
fond of me; and F thought myſelf then at the 
height of my wiſhes : for the managed ſo diſ- 
ereectly, that we had not the leaſt interruption 
from her huſband. at home; but her conduct 
abroad was a perpetual ſcene of indifcretion and 
tyranny. She obliged me to attend her every 
night to the opera, and never to ſtir from her ſide, 
She would carry me to the moſt frequented plays, 
and keep me in a whiſper during the moſt inte- 
reſting ſcenes Not ſatisfied with this, ſhe made 
me walk with her eternally in the park, the old- 
road, and Kenlington gardens; and to complete 
her triumph, ſhe dragged me, a miſerable object, 
about the ſtreets of London, with-the ſame pity- 
leſs oſtentation as the inhuamn conqueror trailed 
the lifeleſs carcaſe of Hector round the walls of 
Troy. To complete my misfortunes, it ha 
pened that the beau monde eſtabliſhed a new mode 
of gallantry ; and all knights amorous were re- 
quired to make love after. the new faſhion, and' 
attend their. fair on horſeback... Unluckily for 
me, my mother not ſuſpecting that horſemanſhip 
would ever become, here, a requiſite in gallantry, 
bad made it no part of my Engliſh education: 
therefore being an abſolute novice, I procured 
the quieteſt. beaſt that was to be got, and hoped 
that I was properly mounted: but I ſoon found 
my miſtake ; for the dullneſs of the beaſt tende 
to bring a moſt diſgraceful ſuſpicion on the ſpirit 
of the rider; and I was obliged at all events to 
undertake a more mettleſome ſteed. The con- 
ſequence was this: the moment I joined my miſ- 
. ; trelsg., 
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treſs, ſhe drew out her handkerchicf, which | 
fluttering in the wind, fo frightened my horſe, . 
that he carried me directly into the ſerpentine 


river. While I was taken up with my own 


danger and diſgrace, her horſe, which had ſtarted 


at the ſame time, ran a different way, and as ſhe 


was no otherwiſe qualified for a rider, but by the 


conſciouſneſs of being a woman of faſhion, ſhe 
was thrown againſt a tree and killed on the 


ſpot. The remembrance of her fondneſs for 
me, though ſo troubleſome while living, was the 


cauſe of great affliction to me after her death: 


and it was near a twelvemonth before I ſettled. 


my affections on a new object. This was a 
young widow, who-though ſhe did not give me 
the ſame occation of complaint as the laſt, cre- 
ated me no leſs pain by turning the tables upon 


me. Inftead of requiring my conſtant attend» , 


ance, ſhe would complain that J haunted and 
dogged her; and would frequently ſecrete her- 
felt, or rum on purpoſe into ſuſpicious company, 
purely to give me uncaſineſs. Though confet- 
ſedly her favourite, I have frequently been de- 
nied admittance, when the molt worthleſs pre- 
tenders have been let in: and when I have of- 
fered her tickets for a concert which ſhe liked, 
the has refuſed them, and accepted a party to a 
dull play, with the moſt deſpicable of my rivals. 
When we have been at the ſame table at cards, 
ſhe has made it remarked by the whole aſſembly 
that her eyes and her diſcourſe have been in- 
dufiriouſly kept from me; and fuch has been 
her cruelty, that when I have defired the honout 
of walking with her the next morning, ſhe has 
anſwered with a fignificant ſneer, -ſhe was very 

ſorry 
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ſorry ſhe could not have my company, for ſhe 
intended -to ride, With all this, -who could 
imagine that I was the happy man? and yet, as 
I ſpared no pains or coſt in the enquiry, I can 
venture to pronounce that no other perſon 
whatever ſhared her favours with me. Ol all 
the tortures that can be deviſed for the puniſh. 
ment of poor lovers, there are none ſo excruciat- 
ing as this inequality of behaviour. 

Not to trouble you with a farther detail of 
the plagues and diſquietudes, the diſcoveries, 
expences, fines, and dangers which are incident 
to gallantry in general, I ſhall only tell you that 
J at laſt perceived there was no peace or com- 
Fort for the votaries of Veous but under the au- 
ſpices of Hymen. To overcome my inveterate 
prejudices againſt the conjugal ſtate, ſo long de- 
ipiſed, inſulted, and injured by me, was the 
great difficulty: but as the thorough detection 
of the vanity and folly of every degree of gal- 
lantry hd by no means extinguiſhed my unab- 
terable love for the ſex, I found upon mature 
reflection, that marriage e i reſource, 
and that I ſhould run no great riſque in exchtang- 
ing the real for the maginary pains of love. 

Having taken this reſolution, I ſtept into the 
ridotto, fixed my eyes upon a very engaging 
figure, and iinmediately advertiſed for the young 
lady in blue and ſilver; requiring only a certifi- 
cate of her good- humour. I went to the coffre- 
houſe, received a letter for A. B. and in the ſpace 
of a tew months, from being a reſtleſs, tyran 
nized, tormented wretch, I fouud myſelf a huſ- 
band, a cuckold, and a happy man. I lived 
ten years in a ſtate of perfeCt-tranquillity z and 
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T can truly ſay, that I onee met with a woman, 
who, to the day of her death, behaved to me 
with conſtant attention and complacency. 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


_—_ un OE I SOC 
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ſubject of a former paper. 


retreat; 


— 


HE exorbitant exactions of ſervants in 
great houſes, and the neceſſity 


impoſed 
upon you, after dining at a friend's table, of 
ſurrendering all the money in your pocket to 
the gang in livery who very dextrouſly intercept 
every avenue to the ſtreet-door, have been the 
This cuſtom, il- 
liberal and prepoſterous as it is, neither the 
ridicule with which I have treated it, nor my 
more ſerious reprehenſion, will, I fear, be able 
to aboliſh, My correſpondents continue to 
complain, that though the hoſpitable door is 
opened wide for their admiſſion, yet, like that 
of Pluto in ade it is hardly pervious at their 


can they paſs the ninefold barrier 


without a 1 ſhower of influencing ſilver. 
The watchful dragons ſtill expect, and will 
expect for ever, their quieting ſop, from his 
honour's bowing butler, with the ſignificant 
napkin under bis arm, to the ſurly Swiſs who 
Your paſſport is not now 


guards the veſtibule. 


received by theſe collectors, as a free gift, but 
gathered as 2 turnpike toll; or, in other words, 
as the juſt diſcharge of your tavern reckoning. 
Thus the. ſtile. of invitation, which runs ge- 


1 
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nerally that Lord ſuch-a-one deſires you will 
« do him the favour to dine with him,” is ex- 
plained by dear-bought experience, to import, 
that you will obligingly contribute your quota to 
the payment of his ſervants wages. | 

Let this abuſe, grievous as it is to the gueſt, 
and diſgraceful to the maſter, is by no means 
the greateſt inconvenience ariſing from a want 
of attention to ceconomical regulations. The 
following letter, which 1 have only room to 
inſert at preſent, but which, for the ſake of my 
correſpondent, I may poſſibly take under conſi- 
deration at another opportunity, will ſufficiently 
Mew the neceſſity of ſuch regulations. 


To Mr FiTz-ADaM. 
77 
- 1 AM a plain country gentleman, poſſeſſed of 
a plentiful fortune, and bleſt with moſt of the 
comforts of life; but am at preſent (not through 
any fault of my own, that I can recollect) in 
great diſtreſs ; which I am as much at a loſs 
how to remedy, as I was unt le to prevent. 
Though I have loved peace and quiet all my 
life, and have endeavoured conſtantly to main- 
tain good order and harmony in my family, I 
owe my grievances to the intrigues and jea- 
louſies which have unhappily ſubſiſted for ſome 
time paſt among my sSERvanTs. I give them 
good wages, which I pay punctually; 1 indulge 
them in every reaſonable requeſt, from a defire 
to make them happy; and I have been told by 
all of them in their ſeveral turns, that I am, 


-witzout exception, ihe very beſt of maſters. | 
: f I Yet, 


1 — 
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Yet, with all my care and kindneſs, I can- 
not eſtabliſh a proper ſubordination amongſt 
them; without which, I am ſenſible, no family- 
government can long ſubſiſt; and for want of 
which (as they cannot find a decent and reaſon- 
able cauſe of complaint againſt me) they are 
perpetually quarrelling with one another. They 
do not, I believe, intend originally to hurt me: 
on the contrary, they pretend my advantage 
alone is the occaſion of their diſagreement. But, 
were this really true, my caſe is no leſs deplo- 
rable; for notwithſtanding the zeal they expreſs 
for my ſervice, and the reſpect and affection they 
profeſs to my perſon, my life is made miſerable 
by their domeſtic ſquabbles; and my eſtate is 
mouldring away daily, whilſt they are contending 
who ſhould manage it for me. They are ſo obli- 
ging as to 'aſfure me, upon their honours, that 
their conteſts are only who can beſt ſerve ſo good 


a maſter, and deſerve and claim the firſt place 


in his favour z but, alas ! I. begin to be a little 


apprehenſive that their ſtruggle is, and has been, 


who ſhould get moſt vais, and have moſt 
POWER under me; or, as you may think per- 
haps, over me. 


The firſt appearance of this inteſtine diſcord 


was upon the following occaſion. 


I have a very troubleſome neighbour, who: 


is continually CC encroachments upon 
my lands and manor 


his pen; and pretending to have found out ſome 


flaw in my ſettlements, he commences a ſuit of 


treſpaſs againſt me; but at the ſame time, fear 
ing leſt the law ſhould happen to decide in fa- 
vour of RIGHT, he ſenils me word, he wears 4 


D d 2 word. 
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Fwoerd. Not long ago he threatened me that he 
would break into my park, fteal my fiſh out of 
my canal, and ſhoot my hares and deer within 
my pales. Upon the advice of my ſteward and 
other ſervants, I ſent to my eſtate in the north 
Jor a truſty game-keeper (whoſe bravery and fide- 
ity I could rely upon) to come to my aſſiſtance, 
that he might help to preſerve, not only my 
-GAME but my FAMILY, which ſeemed to be in 
no ſmall danger. Theſe orders were no ſooner 
diſpatched, than to my great ſurprize, my PosTIL- 

LION bolted into the parlour where I was ſitting, 
and told me with all the warmth of a patriot, 
that * * not confent to FERDINAND the 
| 22 per's admiſſion into my houſe, for that 

SEL conceived jt was neither for my ho- 
nour nor my intereſt to be indebted for any 
part of my protection, or even fafety, to a Fo- 
REINER; for you muſt know, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
that, very unfortunately for me, my poor honeſt 
FxrDinanD did happen to be born ſomewhere 
or other in GERMany. You may imagine, how- 
ever, that I paid little attention to this remon- 
ſtrance of my yosT1ELION 3 but difmifling him 
from my ſervice, I ſent for FrxpinanD; who, 
upon the firſt ſummons, travelled night and day 
to come to. my relief. 

' The next fit of affection that embarraſſed me, 
broke out in my ambitious HELPER.” He pro- 
felſed himſelf ſo exceflively careful of my perſon, 
that he did not think it ſafe for me to be driven 
any longer by my old coachuax; on which 
account he grew impatient to aſcend the box 
Himſelf. But his contrivances to facilitate this 
removal, were plain indications that he attended 

to 
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to his own advancement, more than to my 
preſervation : for I have been informed, that he- 
has often frightened the horſes, to make them 
ſtart unexpectedly out of the quarter: at other 
times he has been detected in laying great ſtones 
in the way, with a defignto overturn the coach; 
and in roads of difficulty and danger, was ſure 
to keep out of the way himfelf ; nay, at laſt, he 
tried to perſuade the-fervants; that it was the 
COACHMAN'S intention to drive headlong over 
them, and break all their necks; But when 
he found I had too good an opinion of old 
Tuoxas to entertain any ſuſpicion: of his bo- - 
ney, he came one morning in a pet, and gave 
nie warning: I told him- with great temper, he 
was to blame, paid him his wages, and bid 
Tromas provide himſelf with another HELPER: - 
But I leave you to judge of my grief as well as 
ſurprize, when THomas anſwered . me with 
tears in his eyes, that he muſt intreat my 
«© permiſſion to retire from my ſervice: he 
«© found,” he faid,. „he had many enemies, 
c both within doors and without: my family 
© as divided into various parties ; ſome were 
6% favourable to the HELPER, and others had 
« been wrought upon by the late :PoSTILLION ; 
“ he ſhould be always grateful for the goodneſs - 
% T had ſhown him; and his laſt breath ſhould 
« be employed in praying for my proſperity.” 
It was with great reluctance that Ic«conſented ' 
to his requeſt; he had ſerved mehoneſtly above 
thirty years, from affection more than intereſt z 
had always greaſed my wheels himſelf,” and 
upon every o of my birth-days, had treated 
all his brother whips at his own expence; ſo - 
mat, far from — gainer by my ſer vice, 
| . D d 3 he 
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he had ſpent above half of what he had ſaved 
before he came into it. You may imagine 1 
weuld: willingly have ſettled a comfortable an- 
nuity upon him; but you would wonder at his 
behaviour en this occaſion: indeed I have never 
met with any think like it, in one of his low 
- Ration 3, he declared he would rather live upon. 
bread and cheeſe, than put my honour upon. 
any expence, when he could be no longer uſe- 

ful to-me.. | 
Thus have I been reduced, contrary to my 
inclination, to hire another coachMax. The 
man I have now taken bears a very reputable 
character; but he happens to be ſo infirm, that 
he is fcarce yet able to get upon his box: and 
though he promiles, and I believe intends, to 
take all poſlible care of my horſes, I fear he has. 
not been accuſtomed to drive a ſet ſo reſtive as 
mine are, eſpecially in bad roads, I have alſo. 
deen perſuaded to take my POSTILLION again, as 
he is a great favourite of my. preſent coacH». 
MAN. Between them they are new-modelling 
my family for me, and diſcharging thoſe ſer». 
vants whom they happen to diſlike. My ex- 
perienced BAILIFF, who uſed to hold my courts, 
has left me; and my eper, who has. 
been obliged to lie during this hard winter in 
a tent in the garden, is ordered back again into 
the north, though he has given no ſort of of- 
tence, but on the contrary, has been greatly 
inſtrumental in protecting me from the inſults 
of my tluſtering neighbour; fo unpardonable a 

grime is it to be born in GERMANt | 

Good Mr Fitz-Adam, adviſe me, as a friend, 
what-courſe to take. WE MASTERS, as we are 
improperly-called, are become of late ſo ſubſer- 
: vient 
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vient to our ſervants, that I ſhould apprehend 
this univerſal. want of ſubordination in them, 
muſt at laſt be detrimental to the tate itſelf : far 
as a family is compoſed of many ſervants, cities 
and countries are made up of many houſes and 
families, which t | conſtitute a nation. 
Diſobedience in the majority of individuals to- 
their ſuperiors, cannot fail of producing a ge- 
neral lcentiouſneſs, which muſt terminate at laſt: 
in anarchy and confuſion. 87 
I am, SIR, | 
Your conſtant: reader 
and admirer, 
GEORGE MEANWELL;. 
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As the firſt of the following letters is written 
; by a female correſpondent, and the ſecond 
intended for, the ſervice of that ſex, I have 


taken the firſt apportunity of giving them to 


the public. 


To Mr FiTtz-Anan.. 
S1R8, 


| Tam a young woman, and live in the country 
with an uncle and aunt, whoſe characters, as they 
are ſomewhat particular, may perhaps contri- 
bute towards the entertainment of your readers. 
My uncle is a man ſo full of himſelf, that he 


approves of. nothing but what ia done (to od 
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tis own words) after his maxim. About three 


years ago, he caught a great cold; ever fince 


which time he wears a great coat, and calls 
every man a fool that goes without one, even 
in the dog-days. The other day a relation 
coming to ſee him, was thrown off his horſe, 
and broke his leg.—— When he was brought 
into the houſe, and my uncle came to be 
informed that the accident happened by bis 
paſſing through a bad lane, in order -to call 
upon a particular friend in his way to us, he 
told him with an air of great importance, that 
it was always a maxim with him, „ never 
6 to do two things at once.” He then in- 


troduced a long ſtory about queen Elizabeth 


and lord Burleigh, which, after it had laſted 
above half an hour, concluded with lord Burk 
leigh's telling the queen, that he had made 
it a maxim, © never to do but one thing at 
„ a.time.” Thus did he perplex the poor gen- 
tleman, who lay all the time with a broken 
limb; nor would he ſuffer any perſon in the 
room to go for a ſurgeon till his ſtory was 
told. While the leg was ſetting, and the pa- 
tient in the utmoſt torment, my uncle ſtood 
by, and with all the rhetoric. he was maſter of, 
endeavoured to perſuade his kindſman that his 
misfortune was entirely owing to a .negleCt- of 
thoſe excellent maxims which he had ſo often 
taught him. He concluded his harangue with 
a ſtring of proverbs, mttoes, and ſentiments, of 
which he is ſo ridiculoyſly fond, that there is 
no ſingle action of his life that is not entirely go- 
verned by one or othcr of them. I have ſeen 
him in the garden, in the midſt of a moſt vio- 
kat thunder-mower, walking a ſnail's pace ws . 
wards - 
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wards the houſe, becauſe his friend Lord Onaſlow!s 
motto is feftina lente; which words I have heard 
him repeat and explain ſo often, that I have 
them always in my head. q 
My aunt is truly one fleſh with her huſband. 
She approves of nothing but what is done after 
her own example, though ſhe is unable to ſupport 
her prejudices even by a proverb or a ſaying. AS | 
I am fo unfortunate as to differ from her in almoſt { 
all my actions, we are extremely liable to quarrel. | 
She gets up at fix, becauſe ſhe cannot ſleep; 1 
and I lie in bed till nine, becauſe 1 cannot eatily il 
vue. When we meet at breakfaſt, I am ſure to 
be ſcolded for my drowſineſs and indulgence, and 
queſtioned at leaſt a dozen times over, © why I 
“ cannot do as ſbe does, get up with the ſun ?” 
« Ay,” ſays my uncle, © and go to reſt with the 
* lark, as the ſaying is.” But, alas! my aunt 
obſerves but part of the ſaying : for long before 
the lark goes to rooſt, ſhe will fall afleep in her 
chair, unlefs kept awake by cards; though her 
uſual bed-time is not till nine o'clock. g 
Now Mr Fitz-Adam, I would fain know 
whether the hours between nine and twelve, pro- 
vided you are quite awake, are not of equal uſe 
with thoſe between fix and nine, when you are 
half the time aſleep? My aunt ſays No; for that 
one hour in the morning is worth tuo in the af< 
ternoon; which T cannot fer the life of me com- 
prehend. | 
I be old lady is one of thoſe good fort of wo- 
men who think every thing beneath their potice 1 
but family affairs and houſekeeping: for which 1 
reaſon, if ever ſhe catches me reading a volume 1 
of the Spectator or World, ſhe immediately aſks | 
me g | 
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me if the Art of Cookery, which ſhe made me a 
preſent of, is miflaid or loſt ? to which ſhe is ſure 


to add, that for her part, ſhe does not ſee what 


good can come of reading ſuch heathenith 
books; and that had fe given up her mind to 


"nonſenſe and ſtuff, my uncle and his family muſt 


have been beggars, ſo they muit. 
Am I really to be governed by theſe old folks, 
er may I go on in my old way, and laugh at 


their abſurdities ? 1 read your paper every Friday 
when the poſt comes in, and ſhall be glad to ſee 


this letter inſerted in your next,with your opinion 
of the matter, that I may know which is the 
wiſeſt, my uncle, wy aunt, or Mr Fitz-Adam's 


bumble ſervant 


and admirer 9 ö 
C. P. 
S1 R, 
If we pay a due regard to proverbial al 
fions, which are oftentimes founded in good ſenſe 
and experience, the texture of the ſcull, particu- 


larly the extreme thickneſs or extreme thinneſs 
of it, contributes not a little to the ſtupidity or 


folly of our ſpecies. By a thick-ſculled man we 
always mean a fool, and by a thin-ſculled fellow, 
one without any diſcretion. May we not there- 


fore ſuppoſe that the ſtate of men, reſpecting 
their underſtandings, is pretty much this: when 


their craniums are extremely ſolid, they are ge- 
nerally idiots; when in a. medium, perſons of 


ſenſe ; when ſomewhat thinner, wits; and when 


extremely thin, madmen? 
What has led me into theſe reflections, i is the 
* practice among our ladies, of going barg- 
headed, 
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headed, and a remarkable paſſage in Herodotus, 
concerning the effect of that practice among the 


Egyptians, 


This ancient and curious hiſtorian and tra- 


veller tells us, that paſſing by Peluſium, where 
there had been, many years before, a bloody bat- 
tle fought between the Perſians and Egyptians, 
and the ſculls of the ſlain on each fide being ſtill 
in different heaps, he found, upon trial, that 
thoſe of the Egyptians were ſo thick, they re- 
quired a ſtrong blow to break them; whereas 
thoſe of the Perſians were ſo thin and tender, 
they ſcarcely reſiſted the ſlighteſt ſtroke. Hero- 
dotus attributes the thinneſs and tenderneſs of 
the Perſian ſculls, to their wearing warm caps or 
turbans ; and the thickneſs and hardneſs of the 
Egyptians, to their going bareheaded, and there- 
by expoſing their heads to heats and colds. Now 
if this opinion of Herodotus, and the foregoin 

remarks, be well founded, what direful effects 


may the preſent faſhion of our ladies expoſing. 


their heads to all weathers, eſpecially in the pre- 
ſent cold ſeaſon, be attended with! Inſtead of 
ſenſible, witty, and ingenious women, for which 
this country has ſo long been famous, we may in 
a little time have only a generation of triflers. 

By what has happened to a neighbouring na- 
tion, we have the more reaſon to dread the like 
misfortune among ourſelves. And happy are thoſe 
who take warning by the misfortunes of others. 
Formerly, when the Dutch kept their heads 
warm with furred caps, they were a wiſe and brave 
people, delivered themſelves from ſlavery, and 
eſtabliſhed a wealthy and formidable republic; 
but fince they have left off this good old —_— 

an 
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and taken to Prench toupees, whereby their 
heads are much expoſed, they are become ſo 
thick-ſculled, that is, ſo ſtupid and fooliſh, as 
to neglect almoſt every means of national benefit 
and preſervation. 
© Though the ancient Greeks were ſome of 
the wifeft and moſt acute people in the world, 
yet the Beotians were remarkably ignorant and 
dull. What can we aſcribe this difference be- 
tween them and their felow-Greeks to, but the 
different conformations of the feat of know- 
ledge ? I wiſh our ſociety of antiquaries would 
endeavour to find out if this did not proceed 
from the Beotians following the Egyptian faſhion 
above-mentioned, ; - 0 
Are we to ſuppoſe that the only motive of 
our eminent phyſicians and great lawyers for 
wearing ſuch large periwigs as they generally 
do, is merely to apprar wiſer than other people? 
Have they not experienced that theſe warm co- 
verings of the head greatly contribute to render 
them really ſo? One apparent proof of their 
being wiſer than moſt others is, that the former 
very rarely take any phyſic, and the latter never 
go to law when they can avoid it. However, we 
muſt for the ſake of truth acknowledge, that 
too many of theſe gentlemen of both profeſſions, 
ſeem to have carried the practice of keeping 
their heads warm to ſuch an exceſs, as to oc- 
caſion a kind of madneſs, which fhews itſelf in 
fo voracious an appetite for fees, as can hardly 
be ſatisfied, But as we frequently ſee good 
proceed from evil, may it not be hoped that 
theſe extravagancies of phyſicians and lawyers 
will put people upon niaking as little work 
b 3 * 
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as poſſible for either, by ſubſtituting temperance 
in thę room of phyſic, and arbitrations inſtead of 
law-ſuits ? - 

Whether your female readers will take warn- 
ing by the examples here ſet before them, or 
much eſteem your advice or mine, I know 
not; but ſurely ſuch of them at leaſt as go to 
church, and there ſay their prayers, will pay a 
proper regard to St Paul, who tells them that 
every woman who prayeth with her head un- 
« covered, diſhonoureth her head.” 

In one of the iſlands in the Archipelago (I 
think it is Naxos) there was formerly a law that 
no woman ſhould appear abroad in embroidered 
clothes, or with jewels, unleſs ſhe were a pro- 
#Fefled courtezan ; nor be attended, when ſhe 
walked the ſtreets, with more than one waiting» 
maid, except ſhe was in liquor. Now what I 
would propoſe is, that you, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
ſhould iſſue out an edict, that none of the fair ſex 
in our ifland ſhall for the future be ſeen in pu lic 
without a cap, but ſuch as are known to be la- 
dies of pleaſure; unleſs you ſhall be pleaſed to 
except thoſe who are apt to tipple a little too 
much, and therefore go in this manner to cool 

their heads, "1 


Jam SI R, 


Your moſt humble ſervant. 
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HE public will no doubt be a good deal 
aſtoniſhed, that inſtead of the great name 
of Adam Fitz-Adam to this paper, they now ſee 
it written by a poor weak woman, its publiſher, 
and dated from the Globe in Pater- Noſter-Row; 
Alas ! nothing but miy regard and veneration for 
that dear good man could have got the better of 
my modeſty, and tempted me to an undertaking 
that only himſelf was equal to. 
Before theſe lines can reach the preſs, 
truly great and amiable gentleman will, in all 
probability, be no more. An event fo ſudden 
:nd unexpected, and in which the public are fo 
deeply intereſted, cannat fail to excite the curio- 
ſity of every reader; T ſhall therefore relate it in 
the conciſeſt manner I am able, not in the leaſt 
doubting but my defects in ſtyle will be over- 
looked, and that grief and concqna will prevent 
criticiſm. | 
The reader remember, that in the firſt 
number of 1 and in ſeveral ſuc- 
ceeding papers, the good old gentleman flattered 
himſelf that the profits of his labours would 
{ome time or other enable him to make a gen- 
reel figure in the world, and feat him at laſt in 
his ONE HORSE CHAIR. The death of Mrs 
Fitz - Adam, which happened a few months 
ſince, as it relieved him from the great expence 
of houſekeeping, made him in a hurry to ſet up 
this EQUIPAGE ; and as the ſale of his paper 
Was 
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was even beyond his expectations, I was one of 
the firſt of his friends that adviſed him to pur- 
chaſe it. The EquizaGe was according}y be- 


expected him laſt Fueſday at my country- 


houſe at Hoxton. The poor gentleman was 


punctual to his appointment; and it was with 
great delight that T ſaw him from my window 


driving up the road that leads to my houſe. Un- 
fortunately for him, his eye caught mine; an- 


hoping (as I ſuppoſe) to captivate me by his 


great ikill in driving, he made two or three flou- 


rithes with” his whip; which fo frightened the 


horſe, that he ran furiouſly away. with the car- 


riage, daſhed it againſt a poit, and threw the 
driver from his ſeat with a violence hardly to be 


conceived. I ſcreamed out to my. maid, ** Lord 


« biefs me!” ſays I, Mr Fitz-Adam is kill- 
4 ed!” and away we ran to the ſpot where he 
Hy. At fivſt I imagined that his head was off; 


but upon drawing nearer to-him;'-I found it was 


his hat! he breathed indeed, which gave me 
hopes that he was not quite dead ; but tor other 
of life, he had poſitively. none. 


In this miſerable condition, with the help of | 


ſome neighbours, we brought him into the houſe, 
where a warm bed was quickly got ready for 
him; which, together with bleeding and other 
helps, brought him by degrees to life and reaſon. 
He looked round about him for ſome time, and 
at laſt, ſeeing and knowing me; enquired after 
his CHAlsk. I told him it was ſafe, though a 


good deal damaged. © No matter, madam,” he 


replied ; © it has done my buſineſs; it has car- 


Ee 2: « fried 


ſpoke and ſent home; and as he had all along 
2 that his firſt viſit in it ſhould be to me, 
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« ried me a journey from this world to the next: 
„I thall have no uſe for it again.” Here his 
ſpeech failed him, and I thought bim expiring ;. 
but after a few- minutes, recovering as it were 
from a trance, he proceeded thus. Mrs, 
«© Cooper,” ſays he, © you behold in the miſera- 
< ble object now before you, a ſpeaking monu- 
« ment of the folly and madneſs of ambition. 
« This fatal CHAISE was the ultimate end of all 
«© my purſuits z the hope of it animated my la- 
*« bours, and filled me with ideas of felicify and 
6 3 Alas ! how it has humbled me! 
May other great men take warning by my fall | 
« The Moklr, Mrs. Cooper, is naw at an. 
«© end! I thought it deſtined to a longer period 
but the decrees. of fate are not to be refiſted. 
It would indeed have pleaſed me to have 
' written the laſt paper myſelf 3 but that taſk, 
ee madam, muſt be yours; and however painful 
eit may be to your, modeſty, I conjure you to 
5 undertake it.“ He pauſed here for a moment 
or two, as if waiting for my anſwer; and as 
well as J could fpeak for ſorrow and concern, I 
promiſed what he aſked. © Your knowledge 
as a publiſher, madam (proceeded he) and 
% your great fluency of words, will make it 
« perfectly eaſy to you. Little more will be 
« neceſſary than to ſet forth my ſudden and 
« unhappy end; to make my acknowledgements 
« to the public for the indulgence it has ſhewn. 
« me; and above all, to teſtify my gratitude to 
my numerous correſpondents, to whoſe ele- 
*« gant pieces this paper has been principally 
« indebted. for its uncommon ſucceſs. I in- 
c tended: 
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«tended (with permiſſion) to have cloſed the 
« work with a liſt of thoſe correſpondents z but 

{© death prevents me from railing this monument 
o my fame.” * 
A viOLENT fit of coughing, i in which T faced | 

the poor gentleman would have gon off, robbed” 
him of his ſpeech for more than half an hour: at 
laſt, however, he came again to himſelf, and, [ 
though more -feebly than before, proceeded as [ 
follows: I am thankfal, madam, that Kyer | | 

„live, and that an oportunity is given me of | 

« *confefling the frailties of my nature to a faith- 

« ful friend. I winked at Suſan to withdraw, - 

but' ſhe would not underſtand me: her ſtay, how- - 

ever, did not prevent Mr. Fitz-Adam from 

g me a full detail of the fins of his youth; 

which as they only amonnt to à few gallantries 

among the ladies, with nothing more heinous 

than a rape or two at college, we bid him be of 

comfort, and think no more of ſuch trifles. 

„And now, madam,” fays he, I have another 

concern to trouble you with. When I was a 5 

boy at ſthool, it always poſſefſefl my his, 

« that whenever 1 died 1 Tchould be As, gp 1 

« Weſtminſter abbey: © I confeſs freely to you, 

« madam, that this has been the conftantambi- - 

« tion-of my riper years. 'Fhe great good which 

« my labours have done'to mankind will I hope, 

« 'entitle my remains to an interment in that 

« honourable place; nor will the public, I be- 

« eve, be difinclined to ereft a ſuitable 'mo- * 

« nument to my memory: The frontifpiece to 

the WorLD, which was the lucky thought * 

« of my 3 —_— a moſt excellent 

ad dchign 3 executed at e in virgin 

Ee 3 * = marble, 
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„ marble, muſt have an admirable effect. I can 
« think only of one alteration in it, which is, 
i that in the back ground I would have, in relief, 
© a one-horſe chair in the act of overturning, 
« that the ſtory of my death, as it contains a leſ- 
4 ſon for the ambitious, may be recorded with 
% my name. My epitaph, if the public might 
4 be ſo ſatisfied, I nn have decent and conciſe. 
It would offend my modeſty, if after the name 
„ of Fitz-Adam, more were to be added than 
4 n words, 


« He was the deepeſt Pa ects, 
6. The wittieft WRITER, 


AND 


6 The greate/? Man 
« O THIS AGE or NATION. 


« I fay, madam, of this age and nation, becauſe, 
& other times and other countries have produced 
« yery great men; inſomuch that there are 
© names among the ancicnts, hardly inferior to 
10 that of Adam Fitz-Adam.” 

The good old gentleman. would have pro- 
ceeded, but his ſpeech failed him again, and ho 
lay as if expiring for two whole hours; during 
which interval, as I had no time to ſpare, and as 
all had. heard was then freſh in my memory, I 
fat myſelf down to fulfil the promiſe I had made. 
When I had written thus far, he again attempted 
to ſpeak to me, but could not. I held up the 
aper to him, and aſked if he would hear it read. 
He nodded his aſſ tent, and after I had gone thro) 


It, bis reed ation. I defired him to "OT Dy 


% 
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ſome motion of his hand, if there was any thing . 


in it that he wiſhed to have altered. He node 
his head again, and gave me a look of ſuch com- 


placency and regard, as convinced me I had 
pleaſed him. It is from a knowledge of this 


circumſtance that I ſhall now ſend what I have 


written to the preſs, with no other concern han 


for the accident which occaſioned it: an acci- 


dent, which I ſhall never think of without tears, 


as it will probably deprive the public af a moſt 


able inſtructor, and me of a worthy * friend and 


conſtant benefactor. 5 


Globe, Pater-Noſter-Row, . Mary Coorg. 
* Dec. 28. 1756. 


P. S., Wedneſday night, Jen o clocks: Mr Fitz- 


Adam is {till alive, though in a dangerous way. 


He came to his ſpeech this morning, and direc- 


ted me to inform the public, that as the WorLD 


is now cloſed, he has ordered a general Index to 
the f.lio volumes to be printed, and given GgATIS 
in a few days at Mr Dodſley's in Pall-Mall, and 
at. M. Cooper's at the Globe in Pater. Noſter- 
Row. 
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The: following paper having been tranſmitted to 
Mr Firz-Apan's bookſeller - on the very 
day: of that gentleman's misfortune, he takes 

the liberty to offer it to the public juſt as it 
came to hand. 


To Mr Frrz-A bau. 
S in, 


valent of late, that it has even (I want-- 

ſay, infected, but at leaſt) infuſed itſelf into the 
of the impartial Mr-Fitz-Adam, perhaps 

I may not: make him an unacceptable preſent in 
the following piece, which will humour the bent 
of his diſorder (for I muſt conſider political writ- - 

ings as a diſtemper) and at the ſame time will! 

cool, not increaſe, any ſharpneſs in his blood. 

Though the author of this little effay is re- - 

tired from the buſier ſcenes of life, he has not 
buried bimſclf in ſuch indifference to his country, 

| | | =, 
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as to deſpiſe, or not to attend to, what is paffing 
even in thoſe ſcenes he has quitted; and having: 
withdrawn from inclination, not from diſguſt, 
he preſerves the ſame attachments that he for - 
merly made, though contracted even then from 
eſtet m, not from intereſt. He fees with a feel- 
ing concern the diſtreſſes and diſtractions of his 
country; he foreſces with anxiety the conſe- 
guences of hoth. He laments the diſeord that 
divides thoſe men of ſuperior genius, whoſe 
union, with all their abilities, was perhaps in- 
adequate to the criſis of our affairs. He does. 
not preſume to diſcuſs the grounds of their diſ- 
ſentzons, which he wiſhes themſelves to over- 


look; and the would be one of the laſt men in 


England to foment diviſion, where his intereſt 
as a Briton, and his private iuclinations- as a 
man, bid him hope for coalition. Yet he would: 
not be a Man, he might be a Stoic, if even theſe 
mclinations were equally balanced: his admi- 
ration may be ſuſpended, his heart will be. par- 
tial. From theſe ſenſations he has been natu- 
rally led to lament and condemn, the late tor- 
rent of perſonalities: he ſees with grief the 
greateſt characters treated with the greateſt li- 
centiouſneſs: his friendfhip has been touched. 
at finding one of the moſt rc{pectalye afperſed in 
the moſt injurious ,manner. He holds Tat 
perſon's fame as much ſuperior to reproach, as 
he thinks hinfelf inferior to That perſon's de- 
fence; and yet he cannot help giving his teſti- 
mony to the reputation of a man, with whoſe 
friendſhip he has been long honoured. This 
ambition, Sir, has occaſioned my troubling yon 


with the following portrait, written eight years , 
: ago x 
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ago z deſigned: then as-private incenſe to an ho- 
noured name; and ever ſince preſerved by the 
author only, and in. the fair hands to which it 
was originally addreſſed. I will detain you no- 
longer than to ſay, that if this little piece ſhould 
be accuſed of flattery, let it be remembe e1, that 
it was written when the ſubject of it was no mi- 
niſter of ſtate, and that it is publiſhed now (and 
thould not elſe have been publiſhed) when he is 
20 miniſter-at all. 


I am, 
S1R; 


Your. humble ſervant, 
eee. 


To the Right Honourable Lady. C. F. 
Mapan,, | 


T have been attempting to draw a picture of 
ene of your friends; and think I have in ſome 
degree ſucceeded ; but as I fear natural partia · 
iy may make me flatter myſelf, I chooſe to 
fubmit to your lady ſhip's judgment, whoſe pre- 
poſſeſſion for the perſon reprefented is likely to 
balance what fondneſs I may have for my own 
performances. As I believe you love the per- 
ſon in queſtion, as much as ever other people 
loved themſelves, the medium between the faults 
you ſhall find, and the juſt reſemblance that T- 
ſee in the following portrait, is likely to be an- 
exact image. 

The gentteman I am drawing is about * three- - 
and-forty : as you ſee all the fondneſs and deli- 


*>This was written in the year 1748. 
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eacy and attention of a lover in him, perhaps 
your ladyſhip may take him to be but three- 
und-twenty: but I, whoſe talent is not flattery, 
and who from his judgment and experience and 
authority, ſhould at firſt ſet him down for three- 
ſcore, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry can only allow 
Him to be in the vigour of his age and under- 
ſtanding. His perſon decides rather on my ide, 
for though he has all the caſe and amiablenefs 
of youth, yet your ladyſhip muſt allow that it 
has a dignity, which youth might atm at in 
vain, and for which it will ſcarce ever be ex- 
Changed. If I were like common painters, I 
ſhould give him a ruddy healthful complexion, 
and light up his countenance with infipid ſmiles. 
and unmeaning benignity : but this would not 
be a faithful portrait : a florid bloom would no 
more give an idea of him, than his bended brow 
at firſt lets one into the vaſt humanity of his 
temper; or than an undiſtinguithmg ſmile 
would ſupply the place of his manly curioſity 
and penetration. 'To paint him with a chearful 
open countenance would be a poor return of 
compliment for the flattery that his approbation 
beſtows, which, by not being promiſed, doubly 
ſatisfies one's felf-love. The merit of others is 
degrading to their friends: the gentleman I 
mean makes his worth open upon you, by per- 
fuading you that he diſcovers ſome in you. 

He has the true characteriſtie of a great man, 
that he is ſuperior to others in his private, ſo- 
cial, unbended hours. I am far from meaning 
by this ſuperiority, that he exerts the force of 
his genius unneceſſarily: on the contrary, you 
only perceive his preheminence in thoſe moments 
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by his being more agreeably good-natured, and 
idle with more eaſe, than other people. He ſeems 
inquiſitive, -as if his only buſineſs were to learn; 
and is unreſerved, as if he were only to inform; 
and is equally incapable of myſtery in pretending 
to know what he does not, or in concealing what 
he does. ey | ; 

In the houſe of commons he was for ſome time 
an ungraceful and unpopular ſpeaker, the abun- 
dance of his matter overflawing his elocution ; 
but the force of his reaſoning has prevailed both 
over his own defects and thoſe of his audience. 
Ie ſpeaks with a ſtrength and.perſpicuity of ar- 
zument that commands the admiration of an age 
apt to be more cheaply pleaſed. But his vanity 
cannot fatisfy iiſelf on the terms it could fatisfy 
others.; nor would he thank any man for his ap- 
probation, unleſs he were conſcious of deſerving 
it. But he carries this delicacy ſtill farther, and 
has been at the idle labour of making himſelf 
fame and honours by purſuing a regular and 
ſteady plan, when art and eloquence would have 
carried him to an equal height, and made thoſe 
fear him, who now only love him if a party can 
love a man who they ſce is only connected with 
them by principles, not by prejudices. 

In another light one may diſcover another little- 
neſs in his conduct: in the affairs of his office * 
he is as minute and as full of application as if he 
were always to remain in the ſame poſt; and as 
exact and knowing as if he always had been in 
it. He is as attentive to the ſolicitation and 
int.reſts of others in his province, as if he were 


* Secretary at War. 
| 3 . making 
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making their fortune, not his own ; and to the 

eat detriment of the miniſtry, had turned one 
of the beſt ſine-cures under the government into 
one of the moſt laborious employments, at the 
ſame time imagining that the eaſe with which he 
executes it, will prevent a diſcovery of the inno- 
vation. He receives all officers who addreſs to 
him with as little pride as if he were ſecure of in- 
nate nobility ; yet this defect of illuſtrious. birth 
is a blemiſh, which ſome of the greateſt men 
have wanted to make them completely great : 
Tully had it; had the happineſs and glory of 
raiſing himſelf from a private condition; but 
boaſting of it, might as well have heen noble : 
he degraded himſelf by uſurping that prerogative 
of nobility, pride of what one can neither cauſe 
nor prevent, 

I ſay nothing of his integrity, becauſe I 
know nothing of it, but that it has never been 
breathed upon even by ſuſpicion : it will be time 
enough to vindixate it, when it has been im- 
peached. He is as well-bred as thoſe who co- 
lour over timidity with gentleneſs of manners, 
and as bravely fincere as thoſe who take, or 
would have brutality taken for honeſty ; but tho? 
his great freedom is polite, his greateſt conde. 
ſcenſion is dignified with ſpirit ; and he can no 
more court his enemies, than relax in kindneſs 
to his friends. Yet though he has more ſpirit than 
almoſt any man living, it is never looked upon 
as flowing from his paſſions, by the intimate con- 
nection that it always preſerves with his under- 
ſtanding. Yet his paſſions are very ſtrong : he 
loves play, women more, and one woman more 
than all. The amiableneſs of his behaviour to 

Vol. IV. 8 her 
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her, is 0 equalled by hers to him—But as 
your ladyſhip {ſhould not know a picture of this 
charming woman, when drawn with all her pro- 
eful virtues ; and as that engaging igno- 
rahce might lead you even into an CITI 
- About the portrait of the gentleman, I ſhall lay 
down my pencil, and am, « 
, Mann, 
Your Lapren1e's 
moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 
PAN DYE. 
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CrORS, and Actreſſes, decayed ones, a pro- 
poſal for erecting an hoſpital for their recep- 
tion, page 27, 28. 
Advertiſement, a remarkable one for aſſembling 
a ſociety of ſervants, 149. 
Age, clamour againſt the preſent, altogether er- 
roneous, 254. To what principally owing, ibid. 
Alphabet, petition of all the letters of it, except ' 
E, and O, 156. 
Alterative medicines, their ſurpriſing power in 
_ morality, 81. 
Ambition, the folly and madneſs of, illuſtrated, 
113. 
* , falſe, the fatal conſequences attending 
it in perſons of low condition, 197. 
Anger, the fatal conſequences of it, 248, 249. 
Excuſes for it, falſe and groundleſs, 249. Per- 
ſons addicted to it to be eſteemed and treated 
as mad folks, 250. Who molt liable to it, 25 1. 
Animals, the inhumanity of tormenting them, 
3 
Apprentice, the farce ſo called, recommended, 24. 
Authors, modern ones, a propoſal for erecting an 
hoſpital for them, 24. Adviſed to get themſelves 
banged to procure a ſale for their works, 111. 


CARD-PLAYING, ill conſequences of it, 133. 
Sunday, the moſt convenient day for that pur- 
poſe, and why, 1509. 

Cards, their allegorical meaning, 75. The intend- 
ed duty to be laid on them taken into conſi- 
deration, and by, whom, 1 50. | 

Care, not to be got rid of by aſpiring to greatneſs, 
118. 

Cento, on Shakeſpeare's birth-day, 154. ; 

F f 2 Charity, 
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Charity, public, the vanity of it expoſed, 91. No 
ſuch thing as poſthumous charity, g. 
Cheating, excuſable in all vocations, and univer- 

fally 3 177. 

Cooper, Mary, her account of Mr Fitz-Adam's 
fall from his one-horſe chair, 304. 

Country couſins, their great aukwardneſs in 
town, 54, 55» 

Cuſtom, its prevalence in regard to language, 66, 
67. 

DAWBRIDGCOURT, Sir Euſtace, his mar- 
riage with fiſter Elizabeth of Waverly, 33» 
His penance, 34- 

Decorum, how expreſſed by the Greeks, 208. 

Defamation againſt the dead, unaccountable, 108. 

Double Entendres, the great utility of them, 27. 
Their ill effects on old maids, 280. Are pro- 
ductive of falſe modeſty, 281. 

Dreamers, waking ones, their numbers inconcei- 
- vable, 88. 

Dreſs, the index of the mind more than the face, 
and why, 282. 


E and O, petition of all the other letters againſt 
them 156. Bad confequences of the game ſo 
called, 157. 

Education, a plan for the improvement of our 
| Britiſh youth, by ſending them to China, in- 
ſtead of France, 299. 

Engliſhman, old one, an ode fo called, 62. Mo- 

deeꝛrn one, its contraſt, 64. | 
Envy, its implacability, 108. 


FITZ-ADAM, Mr, his diſſertation upon ſervants, 
11. His proteſt againſt abſolute nakedneſs 
in the ladies, 17. His vindication of the 


tranſmigration of fouls, 48. His character 
of 
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of Metaſtaſio, 98. His reflections on defama- 
tion and envy, with his inſtructions to mo- 
dern authors, 108. His adventure with a 


whimſical vicar, who deſpiſed every body + 


that was unhealthy, 126. Is reprimanded _ 
for aſſerting card-playing to be an innocent and 
uſeful amuſement, 135. His viſit to Sir Harry 
Prigg, 140. His diſſertation on the frailties of- 
human nature, 1653. His complaint againſt the 
French hair-cutters, 172. His — to the 
government, 174. His vindication of a man's 
cheating in his vocation, 177. His diſſertation 
on decorum, 207. His reflections on the inhu- - 
manity of tormenting dumb creatures, 214. - 
His remarks on the force of cuſtom and exam=- | 
ple among the French, 226. Inconveniences 
that have attended him on account of his ſupe- - 
rior wiſdom, 236. His diſſertation upon anger, 
248. His reflections on the falſe clamours a- 
gainſt the degeneracy of the age, 254. His re- 
marks on the genteel Mania, 267. His diſſer- 
tation on double entendres. 277. On military 
dreſs, 284. His plan for the exerciſe of the 
paſſions, 288. His fall from his one-horſe 
chair, 326. His warning to great men, 328. 
His requeſt to be buried inWeſiminſter Abbey, 
329. His monument and epitaph, 330. N 
French hair - cutters, detrimental to the ſale of the 
World, 172. | 
French politeneſs, what, 228. 


GAMING, a national virtue, and why, 161. 

Genteel, fatal effects of appearing ſo, 267. 

Genteel company, their peculiar taſte for double 

entendres, 277. 

Good things, a tax propoſed on the ſaying them, 
* LEE 293. 


2 


* — ... _ 


IN px of vol. 1v. 


295. Greatneſs, the curſes attending it, 116. 
‚ to 118. a | ] 


HAPPINESS, the royal game of it, 74. Rules 
and directions for playing it, 105. 

Health, the bleflings of it, 126. The only riches 
worthy of regard, 131, 132. - | 

Herodotus, his obſervations on thick and thin 
ſculls, 323. 150 

Honeſty, a great help to beauty, 23. Obliged to 
be incog. and why, 69. The appearance of it 
of ſome uſe, 181. The practice of it proper 
for perſons of no vocation, 182. | 

Honour, the import and dignity of the term, 67. 

A lady's honour, what, 70. 

Hoſpitals, their coſtly building and utility, 89. 
Vanity of their benefactors expoſed, go. 

I, the impertinence of that letter, 206. 

Joan, Princeſs Dowager of Wales, her laſt will 
and teſtament, 31. 


LADIES, their mechaniſm correſpondent with 
that of a clock, 119. 
Laſt-day, a beautiful deſcription of it by a mo- 
dern poet, 46. 
Legacy, a remarkable one of a late grocer to his 
wife, 30. | 
Letter from A. Z. propoſing an hoſpital for de- 
cayed actors and actreſſes, 24. from Thomas 
Hearne, jun. on penances, 29. From L. M. 
with the hiſtory of his ſon, 37. From C. B. 
on the late earthquake at Liſbon, 44. From 
T. L. on the ladies cutting off their hair, 53. 
From A. W. on country couſins, 54. From 
E. P. recommending eating as well as drinking 
of healths, 57. On honour and honefty, 65. 
From J. T. on the royal game of happineſs, 
6 , 72. 
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72. From Academicus, with his method of 
curing the vices, 78. From S. B. on the na- 
kedneſs of the ladies, 8.4. From L. L. on adver- 
tiſements, 85. From A. S. on dreamers, 88. 
On the behaviour of an aunt, 91, 92. From 
J. T. with his farther remarks on the royal 
game of happineſs, 102. From A. B. on 
the folly of ambition, 113. On the dreſs, 
voice, and elocution of a modern lady of fa- 
ſhion, 119. From C. Y. on card- playing, 
133. From M. C. on her daughter's want of 
taſte, 136. From C. L. with his propoſal for 
the wants of all mankind to be publicly known, 
148. From a correſpondent with an advertiſe- 
ment on the card duty, 149. From Mary Tape, 
Heben a Sunday's aſſembly, 150. From G. 


, on the wonderful effects of quack medicines. 


in the deſtruction of rats and mice, 1 F t. From 
Jack Love-Box, on the advantages of gaming, 
162. From the ſociety of pin- makers, requeſt- 


ing the repeal of the act for. pulling down Lon- 


don Bridge, 175. From Thomas Tamedeer, on 
| his wife's fondneſs for her father, 183. From 
W. B. on his advertiſing for an agreeable com- 
panion in a poſt-chaiſe, 188. From P. Lay- 
cock, on the genteel names of his ſiſters, 196. 
From A. Singleton, popoſing an army of la- 
dies, 203. From W. on the letter I, 206. On. 
general ſatire, 219. From C. D. on his adven- 
ture with his maid, 229. From John Anthony 
Triſtman, propoſing a receptacle for Suicides, 
231. From H. M. on his diſtemper called Pe- 
digree, and his inclination to kill himſelf, 242. 
Fom Timothy Loiter, on One's ſelf, 261. From 
Nicholas Novel, on gentility, 270. On the levy- 
ing a tax on the ſaying of good things, 15.94. 
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From C. recommending a tour to China, in- 
ſtead of France, 299. From T. Z. on the vex- 
ations of gallantry, 306. From George Mean- 
well, on the diſagreement of his ſervants, 33. 
From C. P. on the odd humours of her uncle 
and aunt, 319. On thick and thin ſculls, 322. 
From Vandyke, to the right honourable the 
lady C. F. 334. 
Letters of the Alphabet, their petition againſt — Shy 
and O. 156. 
Lomatius, Paul, his treatiſe on the artificial beay- 
ty of women, 18 to 23. 


MANIA, genteel, what, and its various appear- 
ances; 267. 

Meanwell, George, his letter to Mr Fitz-Adam, 
on the diſagreement of his ſervants, 313. 

Medicines, alterative, their ſurprizing power in 
morals, 81. Quack ones,. their wonderful ef-- 
fects in the deitruction of rats and mice, 151 
to 153. 

Metaſtaſio, his character as a compoſer of Ita- 
lian operas, 98. 

Modeſty, falſe, the effect of double ei 

NAKEDNESS, in ladies, Mr Fitz-Adam's pro- 
teſt againſt it, 84. 

Nature, human, its frailty, 5, illuſtrated by a 
fable, 166. A 


ODE on ſculpture, 273. 

Odes, the Old Engliſhman, the Modern Epgliſh- 
man, 62 to 65. 

Old Maids, their diſlike to double entendres, and 
why, 280, 281. 

One's-felf, a very impertinent viſitor, 261 to 266. 

Operas, Italian, conſidered, 97. Thoſe of Me- 
taſtaſio particularly recommended, 98. 
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PASSIONS, an expedient for the proper exer- 
ciſe of them, 288. 

Play, deep, a great violation of decorum in the 
fair ſex, 212. . 

Police, a French term, not to be tranſlated into 
Engliſh, 207, 208. 

Politeneſs, French, acceptation of it, 288. 

Prigg, Sir Harry, his character, and falſe notions 

of rural retirement, 140. 

Pythagoras, his doctrine of the tranſmigration of 
ſouls vindicated, 47. 


QUACE Medicines, their wonderful effects in 
the deſtruction of rats and mice, 151 to 153- 


SATIRE, general, the abſurdity of it, 219. 

Sculls, the texture of them to what owing, 322. 

Sculpture, an ode, 273. 

Servants, their enormities, to what owing, 11. 

Shakeſpeare, a cento on his birth-day, 1 54. 

Suicide, a propoſal for erecting a proper recep- 
tacle for it, 235. 

TRADE, the general excuſe for roguery, 177. 

Triſtman, John Anthony, bis letter to Mr Fitz- 
Adam, 231. 

VANDYRE, his letter to lady C. F. 3343 

Vices, always the ſame, their modes only varying, 
253. 

Virtue, allegorical ſituation of its temple at 
Rome, 71, 72. 

Virtues, the abſurdity of coucealing them to 
avoid being laughed at, 225. 

Vocation, no fin to cheat in it, 177. 
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